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ORIGINAL DEPARTMENT. 

■ 11 — ■ i ■' ' ' ■ ■ I ■ ■ 

An Account of the Origin ^ the Use of Mercury in Infammatory i 

Diseases. Bv John B. Beck, M. D. Prof, of Materia Medica | 

and Medical Jurisprudence in the College of Physicians and f 

Surgeons of the University of the State of New-York. [ 

s 
MEReCRY, although known to the ancients, was not used by thenn 
as a medicine. By Dioscorides it is noticed, but as an article ex- i 

ceedingly deleterious in its operation on the system. Vliny also 
mentions it, but ascribes to it poisonous properties. Galen veems to 
have been equally ignorant 01 its true character and properties. It 
is to the Arabians that we are indebted for first establishing the fact, , 

that when taken internally, this metal is not poisonous. Avicenna 1 

states distinctly, that large quantities of it may be swallowed with- I 

out injury, the metal forcing a passage through the body simply by i 

its specific gravity.* In the shape of external applications, it was j 

used by the Arabians in the treatment of various cutaneous af- i 

fections. According to Dr. Friend, the power which mercury, 
when applied externally, has of causing salivation, appears to have \ 

been first established m the 1 3th century, by Theodorick, a friar, 1 

who afterwards became Bishop of Cervia. According to Alston, 
Paracelsus was-probably the first who gave mercurial preparations 
internally.f He died in the year 1541. In the vear 1608,<calomel 
was first described by Crollius in his Basilica Chemica.;|: Except 
in the venereal disease, it was not until during th^ last century that 
any extensive use was made of the preparations of mercury ; and it 
was then that Jt was introduced into the treatment of inflammatory 
complaints. This practice took its rise in this country, and to tAe 
enterprize of American physicians is mainly due the credit of the 
general introduction of this powerful agent into practical medicine. 
The circumstances under which W originated, are the following. — 
Upwards of a century ago, the American Colonies were the/icene 
of one of the most dreadful epidemics which ever desolated a coun- 

* Argeutum quidera yi7am plnrimi qui bibnDt, non loeduntar eo. E^reditur eoim 
com dispositione sua per infenorenl re^ionem. — Avicen. lib- 4. 
t Alston's Lectures on the Materia Medica, Vol. I., p. 63. 
t Paris' Pbarmacologia, p. 53. 

148662 
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2 /. B, Beck on Mercury in Inflammatory Diseases. 

try. It was generally denominated the putrid sore throaty and it 
commenced its career in May, 1735, at Kingston, an inland town of 
New Hampshire. From thence it spread itself gradually to the 
neighboring towns and villages. In the month of September of the 
same year, it reached Boston. Jts progress westward was slov^ but 
uninterrupted. Nearly two years elapsed before it reached the 
Hudson river, from whence it continued to spread. to the south and 
west, until it had involved the whole of the colonies in one common 
Calamity.* The numbers who fell victims to the disease were im- 
mense. Upon the population of NewtJngland, more especially, it 
committed the most dreadful ravages. According to the account 
furnished by Dr. Douglass, a physician of Boston, it appears that 
one-fourth of the inhabitants of that place were seized with it, and 
of these, one in thirty-five died of it. In other places, he states, 
that one-sixth, one-fourth, and even one-third of the sick fell victims 
to itf By Dr. Kearsley, an eminent practitioner of Philadelphia, 
an affecting account has been left of its devastations. ^^Like most 
new diseases," says he, " till their constitution and nature are known, 
it swept away all before it ; it baffled every attempt to stop its pro- 
gress, and seemed by its dire effects to be more like the drawn 
sword of vengeance to stop the growth of the colonies, than the 
natural progress of disease. In the New England governments, the 
stroke was felt with the greatest severity ; villages were almost de- 
populated, and parents were lefl to bewail the loss of their tender 
offspring, till heaven, at last, the only unerring physician, was 
pleased to check its baneful influence."! 

Belknap, in his history of New Hampshire, states, that in that 
province not less than one thousand persons died of the disease, of 
whom nine hundred were under twenty years of age.§ 

It was in attempting to arrest the ravages of this dreadful epi- 
demic, that mercury appears to have been first introduced into the 
treatmentof inflammatory complaints, and it is generally conceded 
that the credit of originality is due to Dr. William Douglass, an 
eccentric but eminent physician, of Boston. The preparation of 
mercury which he used was calomel. The following is his language 
in relation to it. " Where nature required any assistance, the prin- 
cipal intentions were with regard to the cuticular eruption and the 
ulcusculosa in the throat. Any affection in the throat does fre- 
quently produce a natural ptyalism ; mercurials used with discre- 

• A Letter from Cadwallader ColdeD,Esq.to Dr. FothcrgiU, concerning the Throit 
Disteifcper— in the Med. Observat. and Inquiries of Lond. Vol. I. p. 215. 

t The Practical History of a new Eruptive Miliary Fever, with an angina ulcus- 
culosa, which prevailed in N«w England in 1735 and 1736. By W. Douglass, M. 
D. New England Journal, Vol. XIV. 

t Observations on the Angina Maligna, or the Putrid and Ulcerous Sore Throat, 
with a Method of treating it. By John Kearsley, Jr. Grentleman's Magazine, Vol. 
39, p. 521. 

§ History of N^w Hampshire. By Jeremy Belknap. Vol. 2 p. 95. 
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tion, are a kind of specific in such like ulcers and ulcuscula, and in 
fact, here they moistened the throat and mouth, stopt the spreading 
of the ulscusculosa, and promoted the casting off of the sloughs ; and 
as an accessory advantage, (the patients being mostly children.) de- 
stroyed worms. Amongst all the preparations, calomel answered 
best, the gentle vomiting, or few stools that it occasioned in some, 
did not confound the natural course of the distemper. Turbeth 
proves generally too strong a revulsion, and the eruption is thereby 
too much diverted. This distemper did not well bear any other 
evacuations but mercurials.^** 
f • This was published in the year 1736, and is the first notice we 

have of the practice. Although Dr. Douglass was thus the first to 
introduce the practice, yet the person who carried it to the greatest 
extent, and who seems to have regularly systematized it, was Dr. Ja- 
cob Ogden, a respectable physician, of Long Island. In some letters^ 
which he published on this subject, containing the results of twenty 
years' experience, he commences by observing, tlAt alexipharmic 
and sudorific medicines had long been esteemed as the basis of a 
radical cure in this disease, and had accordingly been universally 
recommended by writers on this subject. An ample experience, 
however, of these, as well as other remedies, represented as speci* 
fics, convinced him of their complete inadequacy in subduing the 
disease, and prompted him to resort to a new method of treatment. 
He accordingly, about 1749, tried the effects of mercury, joined 
with alexipharmics and astringents, which succeeded, as he states, 
*• even beyond his expectations." Calomel was the form in which it 
was given, ahd the usual quantities were, to a child of a year old, 
two or three grains ; to one of six or eight years, from four to five 
grains ; and to a grown person, six or eight grains, repeated every 
twelve, sixteen, twenty, or twenty-four hours, as the urgency of the 
symptons indicated. Generally speaking, he states, that this treat* 
ment arrested the disease in two or three days, provided it was 
commenced early. In alarming cases, or where the disease had 
been neglected, the remedy was given more freely. In one case, 
sixty-two grains were given in the course of twelve or fourteen 
days, to a patient nine years of age, and with perfect success. 

In consequence of the reputation, which calomel thus acquired in 
the treatment of this disease, it came very naturally to be resorted 
to in other inflammatory diseases, and accordingly, about the mid* 
die of the last century, it was in common use in pleurisy, pneu* 
monia, inflammatory rheumatism, and other of the phlegmasia^. 
The common practice was to give it in large doses, when used 
as a cathartic ; and when given as an alterant, or to affect the 
system, in doses of one or two grains ; and this was combined 

• New England Journal, Vol. 14, p. 4. 

t See New York Medical Repository, Vol. 5, p. 97, where these leiters arc re- 
jprinted. 
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with camphor, antimony, or opium, according to circumstances — a 
practice precisely similar to that of the present day. On this sub- 
ject we have the positive testimony of the venerable Dr. Holyoke, 
of Salem, who says, " I profess myself to have been in the habit of 
prescribing this mineral (mercury) ever since the year 1751 or 
1752. About that time, pleurisies and peripneumonias were re- 
markably prevalent, and might be called epidemical ; the practi- 
tioners of this place made free use of it at that time, and as we 
found its effects beneficial, have continued to employ it in similar 
cases ever since.'** Concerning the uge of mercury in Philadelphia, 
between 1760 and 1766, Dr. Rush has left us the following account. 
" Mercury was in general use in the years that have been mentioned. 
It was given to prepare the body for the small pox. It was adminis- 
tered by my first preceptor in medicine, Dr. Redman, in the same dis- 
ease when it appeared in the natural way, with malignant or inflam- 
matory symptoms, in order to keep the salivary glands open and 
flowing, during the turn of the pock. But to Dr. Thomas Bond 
is the city of Philadelphia indebted, for the introduction of mercury 
into general use in the practice of medicine. He called it emphat- 
ically, *a revolutionary remedy,' and prescribed it in all diseases 
which resisted the common modes of practice. He gave it liber- 
ally in the cynanche trachealis. He sometimes cured madness, 
by giving it in such quantities as to excite salivation. He attempted 
to cure pulmonary consumption by it, but without success ; for at 
that time the influence of the relative actions of different diseases 
and remedies upon the human body was not known, or if known, 
no advantage was derived from it in the practice of medicine,"f 

The foregoing is a sketch of the origin of the mercurial practice 
in this country, and it is very certain from this, that it prevailed 
here long before it was known or practiced in any other country. 
I have been the more minute in the preceding account, because I 
was desirous of correcting an error, into which one of the most 
popular writers of the present day has fallen, on this subject. I 
mean Dr. John Armstrong, the accomplished author of the work 
on typhus, who gives the sole credit of the practice to Dr. Robert 
Hamilton, of Lynn Regis.J From the account furnished by Dr. 
Hamilton himself,§ it appears that he was entirely ignorant of 
the powers of mercury in inflammation, until his attention was 
called to it, in the year 1764, by a British Navy surgeon, who had 
become acquainted with its use in the treatment of hepatitis in 

• See a Letter on the Introduction of the Mercurial Practice in the vicinity of 
Boston. Bv Edward A. Holyoke, M. D., in the Kew York Medical Repository, 
Vol. 1, p. 490. 

t Observations and Inquiries, Vol. 4, p. 398. 

t Armstrong on Typhus, p. 327. 

f See a Letter from Dr. Robert Hamilton to Dr. Duncan, giving an account of a 
{successful method of treating inflammatory diseases by mercury and opium. Med. 
Commentaries for 1783, 4 & 5. Vol. 5, p. 120. 
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the East Indies. Having tried it in that disease, and found it sue* 
cessful, Dr. Hamilton entered into some generalizations on the 
subject, and drew the conclusion that it might be rendered available 
in the other forms of inflammatory disease. The whole paper is 
that of an able and thinking man, and has elicited a high, though 
just tribute of praise, from the writer already alluded to. It may 
fairly be inferred, from the account given by Dr. Hamilton, that he 
was tmacquainted with the fact of the extensive use of mercury 
in this country, and therefore it detracts but little from his merit, that 
the v^ry same practice which he recommended, and io the very 
same diseases, had been in common use here many yeara before his 
paper made its appearance. 



Case of Procidentia Uteri, sticcessfuUy treated by pressure with ad- 
hesive straps to the Tumor. By J. Kearny Rodger8,M« D., Sur- 
geon to the New York Hospital, &c. &c. 

Margaret Murfht, born in Ireland, -aged 30 years, was admit- 
ted under my care into the New York Hospital, June 18th, 1840, 
with procidentia uteri. 

She was the mother of five children, and her last was bom about 
two years ago. About twelve months since, she had pain in the 
back with slight descent of the uterus, on remaining any length of 
time in the erect posture, or after long walks. She was accustomed 
to very hard work,, and in the habit daily of carrying very heavily 
laden baskets on her arm, which she continued to do until about 
three months since. At that time, the os tineas began to protrude 
from the vulva, and continued daily to descend more and more. 

About a month since, the uterus having entirely protruded, the 
friction of her clothes caused the ulceration of the mucous mem- 
brane of the everted vagina, near the os uteri ; but as she continued 
her attention to her household duties, the tumor enlarged still fur- 
ther, and did not return within the external parts on her assuming 
the horizontal posture. 

For the week preceding her admission she was unable to attend 
to her avocations, and for four days had severe pains in the back 
and loins, and bearing down pains like those of labor. 

On her admission, the uterus and bladder, covered by everted 
vagina, formed a pear-shaped tumor between the thighs, about five 
inches in length and three in breadth, very similar to the plate (No. 
1), in the first volume of ** Clarke on the Diseases of Females at- 
tended by discharges." Around the os uteri, the mucous metinbrane 
was ulcerated for the space of an inch, and the remainder had ac- 
quired almost the firmness and appearance of common integument 

The meatus urioarius was seen in jthe upper part of the tumor. 
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and a catheter introduced in it, and passed downward and back^ 
drew off the urine. 

The tumor could not by pressure be passed within the labia. 

The patient was ordered to observe the horizontal posture, and 
the bowels were relieved by enemata. 

Having recently seen very beneficial effects from the constant and 
uniform application of firm pressure by adhesive straps in hydrocele, 
I determined to adopt the plan in this case, and the dressings were 
well applied by the house surgeon, Dr. MacNevin, Jr. The pres- 
sure was made from below upwards, and the straps placed rather 
obliquely, each overlapping the other. 

She had now frequent desire to pass water, and it was accom- 
panied with so much pain that she was relieved by the catheter. 

After the application of the straps, there was a discharge of mu- 
cus from the os uteri. The tumor diminishing rapidly under the use 
of the straps, it became necessary to re-apply them every other day. 
A suspensory bandage was also applied over the straps to support 
the parts. 

June 23. ' The whole tumor disappeared within the labia during 
the night while she was asleep. The ulcer had begun to heal before 
the return of the uterus, and from this time it cicatrized rapidly. 

There was now no further protrusion, and when the ulcer had 
healed, a large pessary was introduced to keep the uterus in situ. 

The patient was discharged, cured, July lllh, 1840. ' 

The application of the adhesive straps to the uterus for the cure 
of procidentia, is, 1 believe, original with myself. 1 know of no- 
case in which the plan has been adopted by others. 



NEW YORK MEDICAL GAZETTE. 



NEW YORK, JULY 14, 1841. 



Wphave lo-day the pleasure of presenting to our readers the first num- 
ber of the New York Medical Gazette, and in doing so, it is our bounden 
duty to return to our professional brethren, cordial and hearty thanks for 
the kindness with which our prospectus has been received. The encour- 
agement offered on every hand, both in increasing our subscription list 
and by the proffer of literary aid, has far exceeded our most sanguine ex- 
pectations ; and it will, as it assuredly ought, incite us to constantly in- 
creasing efforts to render the New York Medical Gazette worthy of the 
favor with which it has been greeted. In our present number, we lay 
before our readers original papers by Prof. J. B. Beck and Dr. J. Kearny 
Rodgers, with copious notices and analyses of the late foreign and domestic 
journals — our next will contain articles from Dr. Hoffman and Prof. Parker, 
and from the original matter now on hand, and the arrangements we have 
made to receive at the earliest possible moment a full supply of English 
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and continental journals, we feel confident that subsequent numbers will 
have for mir readers equal attractions. Thus we shall endeavor to fulfil 
the promise made in our prospectus, of keeping our readers fully and 
.early advised of every thing that is doing in our science at home and 
abroad. 

Having alluded to our prospectus, we desire to take the oppor- 
4unity to place in a more distinct light some views that were there pre- 
sented. Some of odr friends have thought that, in dwelling on the advan- 
tages of a weekly over a quarterly publication, we undervalued the latter. 
This was assuredly not our intention, and we regret that any ambiguity of 
expression should have exposed us to the misconstruction. He must be 
blind indeed to the signs of the times and the progress of medicine, who 
does not see and appreciate the influence which the medical quarterlies 
have had upon the profession, both here and in England. For ourselves, 
if we were required to name the one thing which has had the greatest 
share in elevating the general character of the profession, by dififusing 
through all its ranks sound medical principles and useful practical pre- 
cepts, we should have no hesitation in awarding that high honor to the 
medical quarterlies, especially those devoted to analytical reviewing. 
This wide field was first opened in England by the Medico-Chirurgical 
Review, under the charge of its now venerable editor, James Johnson. 
To him we are indebted, for the inestimable advantages which have 
flowed from analytical reviewing. The" Medico-Chirurgical has been 
followed, pcissibus mguis, by the British and Foreign Review, and in our 
own country the American Journal of the Medical Sciences, though not 
devoted exclusively to analytical reviewing, has done much in that way 
to entitle it to that liberal support which it receives from the medical 
public of the United States. 

Entertaining these views, both of the importance of the labor to which 
the medical quarterlies have chiefly devoted themselves, and of the signal 
ability with which many of them are conducted, nothing could be further 
from our intention than, while presenting and urging the advantages 
which short intervals of publication and a size less formidable give to the 
weekly gazette, to undervalue the labors of our more voluminous cotem- 
poraries. One great quarterly should exist in our country, and should and 
always will be amply supported ; but for smaller publications there should 
be, and if well conducted, there will be, a greater demand. 

It is in the hope of supplying this demand that the New York Medical 
Gazette is undertaken. We aim to aflbrd to our readers, in town and 
country, an hour or two of pleasant reading every week, by means of 
which they may be kept advised of the latest improvements in every de- 
partment of medicine ; of the new theories that rise and fall ; the novel 
operations that are adopted or abandoned ; the new remedies that are 
tried and rejected ; in short, of every thing that is doing in the medical 
world. 



The retreat at Murray Hill. — We feel confident that we do our readers 
a favor by directing their attention to the advertisement on our last page, 
of Dr. Macdonald's retreat at Murray Hill. The ample opportunities 
Dr. M. has enjoyed, and the manner in wMeh he has improved them, place 
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him in the yeiy front rank of those who specially devote themselves to 
the diseases of the mind. No where can the uofortunate subject of such 
disease enjoy greater advantages than at the retreat. 



CaUege of Physicians and Surgeons^ New York.^-By reference to the 
circular in this day's Gazette, our readers will notice a new feature in the 
instruction offered in that institution— the preparatory course in October. 
These lectures, we doubt not, will be interesting and valuable to the 
students, — the subjects are well chosen, some are novel, and all important. 
We wish the enterprise success. 



ANALYTICAL DEPARTMENT. 

StamfMring, — ^The operation for stammering is now exciting a great 
deal of attention in London, and we propose to offer to our readers a brief 
account of the proceedings in regard to it. Prof. Dieffenback con- 
ceived the idea, that stuttering might be cured by a division of the ner« 
vous filaments distributed to the muscular substance of the tongue, under 
the impression that some undue excitation in those nerves induces the 
spasmodic movements of the ihuscles. He proposes three methods of 
operating for this purpose. 1. The transverse horizontal division of the 
root of the tongue. 2. The transverse subcutaneous division, in which 
the mucous covering of the tongue is left inviolate. 3. The horizontal 
division, with excision of a wedge-shaped portion. This last operation 
he performed with entire success upon a boy aged thirteen, who stuttered 
awfully, in the following way. ** The boy sat with his head leaned against 
the breast^f an assistant ; the tongue, being protruded as far as possible, 
was grasped on its anterior half with the forceps of Muzeux, being thus 
compressed laterally, and drawn forwards by one assistant. The gentle- 
man against whose breast the boy's head rested, retracted the angles of 
the mouth with a pair of blunt hooks. Grasping now the tongue, as near 
to its root as possible, between the thumb and fore-finger of the left hand, 
I passed the bistoury through it and divided it completely from below up- 
wards ; a strong ligature, passed through the posterior edge of the wound, 
served to fix it temporarily and prevent too great a strain upon the slen- 
der band, which alone connected the mass of the tongue to it ; the ante- 
rior lip of the incision was now grasped, and laterally compressed between 
the modified hare-lip forceps and a wedge-shaped slice, excised out of 
the whole thickness of the tongue. It will be found more convenient to 
make this second incision from above downwards, and with a small straight 
knife. The posterior edge of the wound was now, by means of the be- 
fore-mentioned ligature, and a sharp double hook, drawn so far forwards 
that the needles with the ligatures could be conveniently passed through 
it ; six strong sutures served to bring the edges of the wound together, and 
to restrain the haemorrhage, which was considerable. Slight fever, swallow- 
ing of the tongue and impeded deglutition followed, as might be expected. 
On the fifth and sixth days the sutures were removed. On the seventh 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Stammering. 9 

the wound wm completeiy h«aled, and not the tligbtest trace pf stutter- 
ing, not the slightest alteration of the muscles of the face, not the most 
inconsiderable play of the lips remained." The total amount of stutterers 
D.had leliered, up to the time when his paper was written, was 16. The 
haemorrhage must hold, he says, all who have not the temperament of an 
operator, at a respectful distance, and the possible danger to life or the 
loss of the tongue, through want of skill in the assistants who may tear it 
off when so nearly separated, or through mortification or ulceration of its 
connecting isthmus, are contingencies rationally to be feared, and which 
must carefully be weighed beforehand. 

A Mr. Yearsley, in London, communicated to the Lancet a new ope* 
ration for the remoral of stuttering, consisting in some cases of the re- 
moval of a portion of the tonsils and uvula, and in others of the uvula 
alone, entirely. The subject of the operation was fully discussed at a very 
large meeting of the members of the Westminster Medical Society ; about 
120 persons have been operated on by Mr. Y., all more or less relieved, 
the great majority cured. Mr. Alcock has seen many operations pev* 
formed by Mr. Y. In some no good followed, in others marvellous im* 

grovement. Mr. Malyn has seen three cases operated on by Mr. Y., and 
as been struck with the success of the proceeding. Dr. Marshall Hall 
applauded the unostentatious and liberal manner in which Mr. Y. had 
brought his discovery before the public. He had been witness to two oper* 
ations. The first was on Philip Wyatt ; before the operation, which consis- 
ted id removing the uvula, the patient was asked his riame. In vain he at- 
tempted to enunciate the Ph. After the operation the same question was 
asked, and he readily answered, Philip Wyatt ! In the second case the 
good effect, though not less complete was less obvious. Time and fttr* 
ther investigation were required to determine the special cases of stam- 
mering to which the operation was adapted, but enough had been done to 
excite the deepest interest in every liberal mind. 

A Mr. Braid, of Manchester, London Medical Gazette, March, 1841, 
advises the division of the frenum linguae, for the cure of stammering. 
He says that of the scores of patients he has had, he thinks that there 
have not been more than one or two who have not been benefitted, while 
most have been entirely cured. 

A little work entitled *' Observations on the cure of Strabismus, with an 
appendix on the new operation for the cure of stammering, by Alf. C. 
Post, M. D., one of the Surgeons of the New York Hospital," (pp. 66) has 
just issued, in a remarkably neftt form, from the press in this city. From it 
we make the following extracts. " The operation (of Dieffenback) has 
been repeated a considerable number of times in Paris, by Amussat, Bau- 
dens, Velpeau, &c. iic, by whom it has been essentially modified, ren- 
dered easier to the surgeon and less formidable to the patient. Amussat's 
method is the following. 1- He separates with a bbtonry the frenum 
Ungue from its attachment to the lower jaw, and divides the fibro-cellular 
membrane beneath.it. In a few cases, he has found this operation to be 
of itself sufficient to restore freedom of speech. 2. He divides the ge- 
nio-hyo-glossi muscles at their origin from the lower jaw. The wound 
generally heals in about «ight days. At the date of his report, on the 19th 
April, 1841, he Jiad operated on seventy-five patients, in some with com^^ 
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plete success, in others with decided amelioration only. In some cases 
troublesome haemorrhage followed, which was generally arrested by the 
free use of ice ; sometimes by introducing compresses of lint, and making 
pressure on them with two lingers of each hand introduced into the mouth, 
while the thumbs are applied bflow the chin. In one case only was it 
necessary to make pressure by a hard body applied over the lint. If these 
means fail, he recommends the use of styptics, or of the actual cautery. 
Baudens operates in the following manner. An assistant stands behind 
the patient, and holds his head slightly thrown back, with his mouth wide- 
ly opened, and the two little fingers of the assistant in the angles of the 
mouth, drawing back the lips. The surgeon with his left hand holds a 
sharp hook, which he inserts into the frenum linguae, near the insertion of 
the genio-hyo-glossi, which he thus puts on the stretch. He then plunges 
the points of a sharp pair of scissors on each side of the origin of the 
muscles, to the depth of about an inch, and by closing the scissors divides 
the muscles. If any fibres remaim undivided, he cuts them with a probe- 
pointed bistoury. 

Velpeau divides the genio-hyo-glossl sometimes with a narrow bistoury, 
through a puncture of the mucous membrane, and sometimes with scis- 
sors, dividing the mucous membrane extensively. In one case, in which 
the tongue was of extraordinary length, he cut out a triangular portion of 
its anterior part, and brought the sides of the wound together with su- 
tures. Dr. Post has once performed the operation, as he believes the 
first time in this country, and with decided improvement to the freedom 
of the patient's speech. A good deal of secondary haemorrhage occurred, 
which was stopped by the application of pounded ice below the chin and 
within the mouth. He gives the preference to the French operation, as 
safe and effectual, and rejects the German one, as difficult and dangerous. 
Dr. Post's account of the operation for strabismus is clear and practical, 
and admirably calculated as a guide to the surgeon in his first operation 
for this affection. The plates are useful and neatly executed. 



Fallopian Tube. — The following case of rupture of the fallopian tube 
from accumulation of the catamenial fluid, is, as far as the editor knows, 
unique, and from its rarity deserves to be reported. R. S. aet. 1 8 years,, had 
never menstruated, although from the developementof the external organs 
of generation and the mammae and the menstrual molimina, such an event 
had often been rendered probable. In Janusuy, the lower part of the 
abdomen began to swell ; a deep-seated tensive pain was felt in the pelvis, 
all her symptoms were aggravated, and there was occasional vomiting. 
On Friday, the 20th of the October following, when stooping, she felt 
something give way within her, and the swelling of the abdomen subsided. 
Towards evening symptoms of peritsonetis ensued, and she died on the 
Monday. On laying open the abdomen, a large quantity of a dark red 
thickish fluid lay in the cavity of the peritoneum, amounting to 12 or 14 
ounces. On wiping this away from the peritoneum, which was stained 
of a red color every where it came in contact with it, there was an evi- 
dent increase of vascularity, and in some parts the membrane was cov- 
ered with a thin layer of coagulable lymph. The uterus was considera* 
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biy larger than natural, but flaccid. Upon opening it, 4 or 5 ounces of a 
similar fluid to that in the abdomen, was contained in its cavity. The 
fallopian tubes were enormously distended, so much so that the little finger 
passed into them with ease. Close to the frinbriated extremity of the left 
one, there was a fissure about two lines long, with ragged edges, thus 
forming a free communication from the cavity of the peritoneum ; through 
this the fluid in question had evidently passed. The lining membrane of 
the uterus was stained of a slightly reddish color. On pursuing the 
examination, an obstruction to the passage of the finger or a probe through 
the vagina was found, caused by the apposition of the walls of the canal, 
and their junction by firm cicatrization. This cicatrix was nearly an inch 
long, and contained a hard tough substance in many respects resembling 
cartilage. Nothing at all resembling a hymen was discoverable. — Munk. 
Lon. Med. Gaz, March, 1841, ;>. 868. 



Guy*s Hospital Reports, No. XI l. For April, 1 84 1 . — The high charac* 
ter which this periodical has gained is fully supported in the present num- 
ber. We present our readers with a brief summary of the most interesting* 
papers. The first is by Dr. Babbington, on epilepsy. There is nothing- 
new in this paper, except some speculations on the nature of epilepsy^ 
and they are — speculations. One practical point has some interest — Dr. 
B. gives sulphate of zinc, which he prefers to any other tonic, in larger 
doses, and continues it for a longer time, than has generally been deemed 
safe. He begins with two or three grains, but increases to thirty grains, 
three times a day. This dose he has continued for several weeks without 
producing sickness or any other bad efifects. He gives the sulphate in 
solution, not finding it more apt to produce nausea than the pill, and the 
form being more convenient. One of Dr.B.'s cases, though of little practical 
importance, is so exceedingly curious that we shall try to find room for it 
in a subsequent number. 

.The next paper is by Mr. A. Taylor, on poisoning by arsenic. The 
object of Mr. T. is, to ascertain the minimum quantity of arsenic which 
will destroy life. Upon this point medical witnesses are often questioned,, 
and ignorance considered very disgraceful. Yet it is by no means well 
settled, — the statements of writers are vague, and no cases are actually 
referred to. Toxicologists have generally assigned tvoo grains as the fatal 
dose. Dr. Lachere (Annals d'Hygiene) infers from some cases he details 
that 1-4 to 1-2 grain may cause symptoms of poisoning in a healthy adult,, 
and that from one to two grains may destroy life. Dr. Taylor gives a case 
of poisoning where the arsenic having been accidentally mixed with port 
wine, and the quantity of wine drank by each individual being well 
known, subsequent quantative analysis enabled him to determine pretty 
accurately how much arsenic was swallowed by each. The wine was 
found to contain one and two-tenths grains of arsenic per ounce. The 
quantity taken was as follows : A child of sixteen months took two 
teaspoonfuls, or about 1-3 gr. arsenic. In twenty minutes it became sick^ 
vomited violently for three hours, and then recovered. 

A lady aged 52, took a wine glassful, except the two teaspoonfuls she- 
gave the child, she had no pain, but vomited violently for four hours, then 
tecovered. She must have taken 1 1-2 grs. arsenic. 
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A gentleman aged 40, drank a glass and a half; he complained in twenty 
minutes of being unwell, vomiting came on, which lasted three hours, he did 
not recover entirely for several days. He must have taken two grains 
and a half. In all these cases the only symptoms of poisoning were vom* 
iting and prostration, there was no pain. Though both the adults took the 
dose of arsenic said to be sufficient to have destroyed life, yet not only 
was life not destroyed, but no very serious symptoms were excited. To 
what was this exemption attributable ? In part, doubtless, to the fact that 
the arsenic was taken immediately afler a full meal. £xemption under 
such circumstances was observed by Morgagni. Still the fair inference 
from these cases, in the absence of all positive testimony to the contrary, 
seems to be, that toxicologists have placed the minimum doee of arsenic 
too low, and that the ex-cathedra dogma, that two grains will destroy life, 
is unsupported by any well-observed fact, and probably incorrect. 

The third paper in this volume is on the safety valve action of the 
heart, by Mr. King. This is a continuation of the subject on which Mr. 
K. published a paper in a preceding number. We shall present in a future 
number a condensed view of both papers. The opinions of Mr. K. are 
novel and interesting to the physiologist. 

The fourth paper is a statistical report of the Lying-in asylum connected 
with Guy's hospital. Of this, too, we propose to make use at a future 
day. Dr. Golding Bird's paper on the medical use of electricity, the fifth, 
in this number, presents us with the results of very extensive trials of this 
remedy at Guy's hospital, more extensive indeed than have ever been 
made in England, in modem times. These results are exceedingly im- 
portant, and we shall analyse them as freely as our space will permit. 

In October, 1836, a room was appropriated in the hospital to the 
treatment of cases by electricity. In this room, all the apparatus required 
for the administration of electricity to the sick, is kept in a state fit for 
immediate use. The cases are recorded by a clinical clerk, their progress 
watched by the pupils, the treatment being by Dr. Bird. Electricity is 
administered either by drawing sparks, by shocks from the Leyden 
jar, or by shocks from the electrio-magnetic apparatus. The diseases in 
which it has been used are — 

Chorea, — A synoptical table of thirty-six cases is given. Of these, 
^0 were universal, of which 16 were cured, 2 relieved, one left from 
fright, and one experienced no relief. 

1 1 cases were partial, 8 cured, 3 relieved. 

2 were combined with epilepsy, both cured. 

2 character not noted— cured. 

In many of these cases other remedies were used with electricity, but 
In the majority the only additional treatment was an occasional mild pur- 
•gative, while in many of the cases every variety of treatment had been 
tried before the patient was admitted into the electric room. The mode 
of using the remedy was, in every case, drawing sparks from the spine 
for about five minutes every alternate day, till the papular eruption, which 
is usually produced by the sparks, makes its appearance. The disease 
is often aggravated at first, probably by fright. Dr. Bird gives a number 
of cases, for one or two of which we ahall try to find room in subsequent 
numbers. 

The next disease in which electricity was tried, is paralysis. The 
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reported cases are divided into those of *' dropped hands," (paralysis of 
the carpal extensors from lead,) those of a rheumatic character, those 
resulting from lesion of the cerebro spinal centre, and those of a single 
limb or part of a limb from local injury. Of the former class, dropped 
hands, we have 11 cases — 5 cured, 4 releived, 2 no relief. In these 
cases sparks were drawn from the upper part of the spine, occasionally 
only were a few sparks drawn from the paralysed extensors of the wrist. 
Medical treatment, particularly attention to the digestive organs, was 
employed with the electricity. Of rheumatic paralysis we have 10 cases. 
5 cured, 3 improved, 2 no relief. The method of using the remedy was 
to draw sparks from the spine and along the affected limb, (the paralysis was 
in every case partial,) or to send shocks, 12 a day, in the same direction. 
Of the cases of paralysis from lesion of the cerebro-spinal centre, Dr. 
B. gives 13, being a selection of those cases in which relief could ration- 
ally be expected, for the remedy was tried in many cases where the 
paralysis depending on some persistent lesion, cure was out of the question. 
Of the 13 cases thus selected, 6 were cured, 2 relieved, and in 5 no 
relief. Four cases of paralysis of a single limb from local injury are 
given, two were relieved and in two the remedy failed, probably from the 
nerve having been mechanically injured. 

AmenorrhcBa. — Of this obstinate disease Dr. B. reports 24 cases, 20 
are cured, four obtained no relief: the latter were all decidedly chlorotic. 
The mode of applying the electricity was as follows : " Let the patient 
be placed upon a chair or stool, press the brass knob of a director against 
the sacrum. If the stays bo loosened so that only the linen intervenes 
between the latter and the knob, no further exposure is necessary. A 
second director furnished with a chain, connected with the outside of the 
electric jar, is passed under the dress, and the knob pressed against the 
pubis, the jar is then charged and its ball touched by a third director con- 
nected with the one held against the sacrum, by means of a chain. The 
shock thus passes through the patient's pelvis, and should be repeated ten 
or a dozen times. The jar should hold about a quart, and be about half 
charged.** Dr. Bird concludes his paper by expressing the hope, that his 
cases prove that electricity is capable of becoming an important aid in the 
treatment of disease. 

We should be very glad to see the example set at Guy's, followed by 
the hospitals of our own country. To this matter we shall recur at a 
future day. 

On the existence of arsenic as a natural constituent of human bones, 
by G. 0. Rees, M. D. In this paper Dr. Rees examines and controverts^ 
as we think successfully, the declaration of Orfila that arsenic exists 
naturally in human bones. The experiments of Orfila were repeated, 
and other tests of equal or greater delicacy tried, but with, in every 
instance, a negative result. For the details, we refer the medico legal 
chemist to Dr. R's. paper, which will, we think, go far to subvert the 
startling, and if erroneous, the very mischievous dogma of the French 
toxicologist, that the human body naturally contains a portion of arsenic. 

The other papers in this number possess scarcely sufficient practical 
interest to demand a place in our restricted columns. We would not 
close our notice of it, however, without alluding to the interesting and 
most instructive (act, that while ^s number contains tivo papers commu- 
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nicated by Sir Astley Cooper, it closes with an account of the last illnesSi 
death, and a post mortem examination of the body of that truly great man, 
which are there recorded in obedience to a request he expressed just 
previous to his disease. How eloquently does this simple fact speak of 
the undying interest which he took in the profession he had adorned ; to 
it his last energies were devoted — to it his last thoughts turned — for it he 
had lived — in it, aye, in the midst of it, he died. Truly and proudly may 
it be said of such a man — ^'' He died wilh his harness on" 



The London Medical Gazette of the present year contains very full 
reports of the lectures on the practice of physic at King's College, by Dr. 
Watson — they are of a very highly practical character and convey a vast 
amount of useful information. We shall make frequent extracts from 
these lectures. The case given below we commend to the notice of our 
readers, both for its singularity^ and for the valuable practical lesson with 
which it closes. 

Case of Hypertrophy of the Brain, (From Dr. Watson's Lectures,) — 
In August, 1834, a little boy two years old was brought to Dr. Sweatman, 
on account of the size of bis head. It had been gradually increasing 
from the age sf six months, till It had become so large as by its weight 
to prevent the child from continuing long in the upright posture. He was 
active and lively, though thin. He never had any fit or convulsion, but 
occasionally seemed uneasy, and then would relieve himself by laying 
his head upon a chair. He had never squinted, nor was he subject to 
drowsiness or startings during sleep, and his pupils contracted naturally. 
He died of pneumonia in the early part of ] 835. The head measured 
from ear to ear, over the vertex, twelve inches ; from the superciliary to 
the occipital ridges, thirteen inches, and in circumference, twenty-one 
inches. The dura^ mater adhered with great firmness to the skull, and a 
layer of false membrane, as big as a crown piece, was found upon its 
upper and anterior part. Beneath the arachnoid at that part, there was a 
slight jelly-like effusion. In all other respects the organ was souud. The 
convolutions were perfectly distinct, and retained their proper rounded 
shape. All the ventricles were found empty, and not dilated. The lesson 
we learn from cases of this kind is, that we are not to regard every child 
that has a very large head, as a hydrocephalic child, and especially, we 
are not to inflict upon it a course of mercury, or other active remedies, 
unless some morbid symptoms appear. The nimia cura medici may, in 
these cases, as in many others, destroy health, and produce disease where 
none existed before. 

To Non- Subscribers. — The first number of the Gazette is sent to a 
number of gentlemen who are not subscribers ; this course is adopted 
with a view of bringing the journal promptly and extensively before the 
medical public. From all those who thus receive it, we respectfully ask 
a candid examination of the number, and if from such examination they 
are inclined to subscribe for it, they will please notify the publisher of 
the fact. The Gazette will not be continued to any other than the sub* 
scribers and those of the New York Journal of Medicine and Surgery, 
unless ordered. A year's subscription can always be forwarded under a 
post-master's frank.' See terms of the Gazette, page 15. 
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Alex. H. Stevens, M. D., Emeritus Prof. of;Surgery. 
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John B. Oscrk, AC. D., Pipf. of Materia Medica and Medical Jurisprudence. 
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Robert Watts, Jr., M. D.. Piof. of General, Special, and Pathological Anatomy. 

WiLLARD Parker, M. D., Prof, of the Principles and Practice of Surgery and Surgical Anatomy. 

Chandler R. Oilman, M. D., Prof, of Obetetrirs and Diseases of Women and Children. 

Jambs Quack enboss, M. D., Demonstrator of Anatomy. * 

The Trusteei of the ' College of Physicians and Surgeons of the University of the State of New 
Torlt have the satisfaction of assuring the friends of the institution, that the arrangements made to 
encourage a zealous and succesKful prosecution of medical studies are most ample. The courses of 
instruction embrace every department of medical science, upon each of wiiich the Trustees believe 
that full and accurate instruction is afforded. The system which has been adopted for a few years 
past, of filling vacancies in the faculty by ttio appointment of Lecturers on probation, has been pro- 
ductive of the happiest re^ts : and the Trustees confidently believe that the chairs are now fillled 
by competentand.efficient men. This system of filling the chNirs is the only approach that has been 
made in this country towards the eoncewrt^ and was first adopted by the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons. 

The institution is especially rich in facilities for the pro?ecution of anatomical studies. Subjecto 
are supplied at a very moderate expense, and in such abundance that every student lias ample op- 
portunity to complete a full course of dissectipns. To make it a more thorouivh school of practical 
anatomy, the Regents of the University have established a Demonstrators' ticket, at a small expense, 
and the Demonstrator recapitulates to his class the entire course of special anatomy, in addition to 
his usual duties in the dissecting room. Private rooms are also provided, at a small expense, for 
phj^iciatts who may wish to pursue phictical anatomy. 

The Anatomical Museum, commenced by the late distinguished Professor Post, and enlarged by 
Prof. Rhinelander, has received extensive additions from the present Professors of Anatomy and 
Surgery ; it has also been grrally enriched by the liberality of Dr. J. Kearny Rodgers, who has placed 
the whole of his very valuable private collection in the College, under the charge of the Professor of 
Anatomy. The Museum, therefore, is wanting in nothing (hat is required for the illustration of the 
full course of lectures on Anatomy, whether Special, Surgical, or Pathological, which are delivered 
in the College. It also exhibits a rich collection of morbid bones, enabling t^io Professor of Surgery 
to demonstrate the various diseases and accidents to which those organs are liable. Both the Sor- 
steal and Anatomical lectures are also elucidated by numerous plates and drawings of the entire 
body and of its different parts. 
The Museum collected by Dr. Delafield, the late Professor of Obstetrics, is, by the liberality of that 

? gentleman, still in the College, and affords the Profe!>sor of that branch abundant material for the 
uU illustration of his subject. It contains a large and perfect collection of models in wax and plaster, 
anatomical and pathological specimens in great variety; and an ample supply of distorted pelves, pro- 
cured from Paris, exhibiting every variety of deformity. 

Facilities will be afforded to the more advanced students of applying the knowledge they obtain to 
practice, by attending cases under the supervision of the Professor. 

The Caolnet of Materia Medica is large. Every article on which the Professor lectures will be 
shown to the students, in its different forms, and every effort will be made, by the exhibitibn of plates, 
drawings and specimens, to give them a practical and useful familiarity with the subject. Op Med- 
ical Jurisprudence the instruction will be. as formerly, illustrated by plates, dissections, and by teaW 
ing the different poisons, in presence of the class. 

The chemical appacratus is of great extent and value, nor is its use less varied or less happy. So 
complete, indeed, and so successful are the illustrations of ihe chemical lectures, that although 
more particularly designed for the student ofjaaodicine, they are rarely less worthy of the attention 
of the lay votary of science. 

With the course on Surgery, will be associated instructions on Surgical Anatomy. Every op- 
eration will be performed in presence of the class, and every subject illustrated by drawlk^gs and 
preparations firom the Anatomical Museum. 

The course on Physiology will, as heretofore, comprehend all the known laws of life. 

The Lectures on the Practice of Physic will be, as much as possible, elucidated by the observe, 
tion of cases ; as, in addition to i\m regular course of Lectures delivered in the College, the Pro- 
fl^ssor of Practice will give clinical instruction to his class, at the New York Hospital, during 
two months of the session. The Professors of Surgery and Obstetrics will also give cUoical in- 
struction on their branches throughout the winter, at the Northern Dispensary. 

Altogether, ihe Trustees hope that the institution will present to studepts. desirous of thorou^ 
and practical hMtmction in every branch of medical science, attractions not every where equallid, 
«nd no where in our country surpassed. Situated in the Metropolitan city of America, whose ex- 
teiialv« population renders inevitable a great number and variety of those accidents for which sur- 
gical aid is required, tlie institution offers to those who prosecute their studies in it, an extent of 
experience and observation, in operative surgery, no where equalled in the United states ; while 
in Its Hospital^ and Dispensaries, <to the latter of which the students have gratuitous access,) 
medical practice in all the varieties of disease, may be every day witnessed : and thus an extent 
of experience acquired superior to that which many years would afford in places less favorably 
situated. Theso advantages may be enjoyed with nearly equal facility bv nch and poor, as the 
expense of living in New York is now sO reasonable, that students can obtain board, with every 
comfort, at from $3,50 to $3,00 per week. 

Lectures.— The Annual Course of Lectures for the session of I84I-3, will commence on the firat 
Monday in November, 1841 , and continue until the first of March, 1843. The expense of Atending 
a complete Course of Lectures by all the Professors is $108. The Matriculation fee, which la $5,00, 
entitles the student to the use of'^tbe College Library. Graduation fee $25,00. 
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ORIGINAL DEPARTMENT. 

A Case of Enlargement of the Thymus Glands terminating fatally 
in a child of ten months old. By Richard K. Hoffman, M. D. 

June 8th, 1841. 
Dbar Sir : 

The Thymus Gland which I submitted for your examination 
yesterday, was taken from a female child, aged 10 months and 15 
days, still at the breast, and in appearance very plump and healthy. 
In consequence of her having been restless during the night, I wai 
sent for on Friday, the 4th, to cut her gums, and finding the bowels 
rather confined, prescribed a dose of castor oil. With the excep- 
tion of unnatural fretfulness, I observed no symptoms of disorder, 
and did not intend to repeat my visit. On Saturday, however, I 
was again called on, and was told that the breathing had been very 
hurried all night, and its extreme rapidity now arrested my attention. 
The alae nasi, and the head, when recumbent, moved with each in- 
spiration. There was no evidence of pain, and at times she would 
smile and play. The chest yielded a clear sound on percussion. I 
heard no cough and was told there was none. From her resistance^ 
it was impossible to examine the state of the pulse. The skin wai 
of its natural temperature, or rather below it. The castor oil had 
operated once, and the pathology of the case appeared to me ob- 
scure. I had read your histories of " enlarged thymus*' and from 
my inability to make any thins else of the case, diagnosed it as such. 
I would observe that during the winter, the child had had two or 
three attacks of croupy breathing, which came on without any 
undue exposure, the recollection of which influenced the diagnosis. 
I was under the necessity of leaving town early on Sunday morn- 
ing, and, at the request of the parents, called on my friend Dr. 
Moore to take charge of the patient ; from whom, on my return, I 
received the enclosed note, describing the issue of the case. «* The 
father called on me at 8 o'clock this morning, ([Sunday), informing 
me that he feared his little girl was worse. I found her breathing 
with great difficulty, coughine frequently, and occasionally straining 
to vomit, her skin cool, and she appeared so feeble that I preferred 
using a blister to applying a leech, as we had spoken of last even- 

3 
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18 The Thymus Gland. 

ing. At half past twelve, I saw her again, and found the difficulty of 
breathing still greater and the extremities cold, and was told that 
she had appeared almost gone a short time before I arrived* I 
could feel no pulse, and at two p. m. she died. 

Yours truly, Samuel W. Moore.'' 

On Monday, at 2 p. m.» the viscera of the thorax and abdomen 
were examined, and appeared perfectly healthy, unless the thymus 
gland were an exception, which struck me as unusually large. 

I remain, dear sir. 

Faithfully Yours, 

RICHARD K. HOFFMAN. 

Remarks by the Editor of the New York Medical Gazette. 

The weight of the gland removed from Dr. Hoffman's patient 
was five and a half drachms. Its length was three inches, its 
breadth two inches, its greatest thickness, six-tenths of an inch. 
Now, although the weight of this gland is small compared with 
that of many, it nevertheless exceeds the healthy standard as given 
by Haugstedt, and quoted by Stokes, (Dis. of the Chest) by one 
drachm and a half, and in its thickness by one-fifth, and unless 
some cerebral disease be assigned as the cause of death, it is impos- 
sible to refer it to any other. The organs of respiration and cir- 
culation alone seemed to be interested, and cerebral disease was not 
once suspected by two gentlemen of the very highest attainments 
in their profession. In one of my cases, occurring at eight months, 
the weight was the same, although the gland was larger, and in 
another, the brain was examined and found healthy. The fact that 
the disease was diagnosticated during life, for the first time, is ex- 
tremely interesting, and shows that we are advancing materially in 
our knowledge respecting it. 

As accuracy on the subject is extremely desirable, I shall cite, 
first Haugstedt's estimate of the natural size of the gland at birth, 
and then give in a table,* the results of the examinations of those 
found in the cases which have been met with in this city, and in 
that reported by Mr. Beck, of London. 

It is said by Stokes that, until the age of one or tyoo years, a 
very inexact statement, the thymus grows with the other organs of 
the body, and at the end of that time attains its greatest magnitude. 
But, if this be true, how is it that the gland mentioned in Hang- 
stedt's table, from a strong and well developed child of nine months, 
weighs only 270 grains, and measures only two and a half inches 
in length and one and a half in breadth. I am inclined to believe 
that a length of three inches is decidedly above the usual standard 



* See next page. 
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The Thymus Gland. 10 

Synoptical Talk of Cases of enlarged Thymus Gland. 



Haugstedt 


at birth. 


Length 1 in. 


Breadth 1 to 


Thickness Weight 


^ a line to 3 in. 


2 in. 


2 to 4 lines. 240grs. 


Roberts {29 hours 


" 3 inches 


<* 2} inches 


" I inch 
(( 1 (( 


402 grs. 


Clements 


3} mos. 


" 3in. 6 lines 


" lin. 81ines 




Beck 


4 " 


" ^ inches 


" 3^ inches 


• . . 


about 1 oz. 


Bliss, T, A. 


4 " 


« 4 (» 


(( 3 « 


(( 3 (( 




Swett 


7 " 


(( 4 ' (( 


(( 3 •( 


(( ^ . (1 




Roberts 


8 " 


" 3i " 


" 2\ " 


. . . 


330 grs. 


(1 


8 « 


" 3| " 


<( 3^ u 


• . 


484 " 


Hoflman 


lOm.lSdys 


" 3 " 


" 2 " 


«( 1 (C 


330 " 


White. S. P. 


16 mos. 


(( 5 .« 


" 1^ " 




Roberts 


19 " 


« 4^ (1 


"2^ " 


. 


175 " : 


(( 


19m. 7dys. 


" 3in. 6 lines 


" 2 " 


** 6 lines 




Parker 


2 years. 


" 3 inches 


" 2| " 


... 




Roberts 


2yrs. 8mo. 


(( 3 (( 


. . . 


257 " 



of size at birth, for in eight of the cases in the preceding table, all 
of them incontestible cases of morbid enlargement, either in length, 
breadth, or width, it only reached from that of three inches to three 
inches and a half. A gland taken at twenty-nine hours after birth, 
whose abnormal weight, 402 grains, was remarkable, only measured 
in length two inches and a half. A breadth of three inches is de- 
cidedly abnormal. In the remarkable case of S. P. W., one of sud- 
den death by thymic asthma, in which the gland had reached the un- 
frecedented length of six inches, its width was only an inch and a half, 
am induced to think, from the results of these measurements, that 
so far from the thymus gland growing after birth, its not under- 
going any diminution in size, to say nothing of any increase, en- 
dangers the life of the child at a subsequent period. In some cases, 
when the size is comparatively small, the weight is abnormally great, 
and vice-versa, so that in whichever direction the compression is 
made, the result is the same. 

If the gland does indeed go on increasing in size until the period 
of two years, and then only attains the size of three inches, as in 
my case and that of Dr. Parker, that size, or a greater one, if met 
with previous to that time, must be considered as abnormal. 

I shall rest the question as to the reality of the form of disease 
which I have described, upon the cases of the child who died in 
twenty-nine hours after birth, in whom the gland weighed 402 grs., 
and in whom the heart and lungs were in all respects in a healthy 
condition ; upon that of the child of eight months, in whom the 
gland weighed over an ounce, who lived seven hours, and in whom 
the brain and lungs were perfectly healthy ; on that of Powell, who 
died in twenty hours, the lungs being perfectly healthy ; and on 
that related by Dr. HolSfman, in which the child died in a little over 
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twenty-four hours, whose lungs, &c. were perfectly healthy. The 
symptoms in all were similar, and interested only the organs of res- 
piration, and fully bear me out in asserting, that, there is anot/ier 
form of disease resulting from the enlargement of th^ thymus gbind^ 
than that termed " thymic asthma.^' It will be i>erceived that I do 
not avail myself of the cases in which slight pneumonia existed at 
the time of death ; though in none of them was it sufficient to have 
caused death so rapidly, if at all. I shall add to the preceding re- 
marks a sixth case, which I have met with, and which I supposed 
would appear in another quarter. 

Enlargement of the thymus gland, in a child aged two years and 
eight months, terminating fatally in forty 4wo hours. — Joseph Man- 
uel, two years and eight months old, went to bed well on Thursday 
night, after a full coarse meal. In the night he vomited and had 
fever ; in the morning his fever had much increased, and he was 
very drowsy. At 5 p. m. he was burning hot and as red as scarlet. 
At midnight he suddenly had a chill, which lasted nearly an hour, 
after which he was neither so hot, nor sored. When seen by me 
on the Friday morning, he was breathing very rapidly with a snoring 
noise, the pulse 140, the skin very hot and having the appearance of 
commencing scarlatina ; the face was flushed and the child very 
peevish and drowsy, though perfectly sensible when roused. He 
vomited in my presence some greenish flui<il. The respiratory 
murmur was audible on both sides of the chest, masked on the 
right by a slight sonorous rhonchus. In the morning, the stupor 
had increased almost to coma, though he was sufficiently sensible 
to offer great resistance to any examination. The face and skin 
had a mottled, purple look. The pulse was feeble and the respiration 
worse. He died at half past twelve on Saturday, having been 
slightly convulsed for a quarter of an hour before death. 

Autopsy — ^The lungs were perfectly healthy throughout. The 
trachea and larger bronchi slightly red. The left ventricle of the 
heart was hypertrophied, and when the lungs were dissected off, the 
heart appeared very large, and projected much more than usual. 
The liver was very large, but it and the abdominal viscera were 
healthy. The thymus gland entirely covered the heart, reaching 
almost to its apex ; its weight and size are stated in the table. 

This child, 1 think, had scarlatina, with congestion of the brain, 
but I cannot think that this alone was the cause of such speedy 
dissolution. The following case, which I copy from the Guy's 
hospital reports, April, 1841, shows that the disease has been no- 
ticed abroad, as well as diagnosticated at home, and I have no doubt 
that time will greatly extend our knowledge with regard to it, and 
multiply the instances of its occurrence. 
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Case of Abnoitnal Thymus Gland. Bt Herbert Brown Beck, Egm^ 
Communicated by Sir A, Cooper, BarU 

George Blunt, aged four months, born of healthy parents, had 
been froin birth, more or less subject to dyspnea and cough. On 
Sunday, 13th inst., about 10 p. m., the parents observed it to breathe 
with difficulty and appear drowsy. Early next morning, the diffi- 
culty of breathing increasing, accompanied with coma, advice was 
sought, but it was too late, the child was in articulo mortis. 

On removing the sternum, the thymus gland appeared unusually 
large, covering the greater part of the heart and some portion of 
the anterior surface of the left lung, which was compressed consid- 
erably. Its anterior lobe bore the marks of recent inflammation, 
and was much congested. The right lung was healthy. The right 
auricle of the heart was dilated and both ventricles hypertrophied ; 
the foramen ovale open. The intestines considerably distended 
with flatus. 

The dimensions of the gland are not given, but those of the plate 
which accompanies the report are, in length three and a half inches, 
breadth three and a quarter inches, and its weight probably at least 
an ounce. There are two short cornua and two large lateral lobes, 
with a very thick intervening portion. 

In this case the child lived twenty-four hours, and presented slight 
appearances of pneumonia in one lung, but not sufficient to have 
caused death in so short a time. In four of the recorded cases, a 
similar slight degree of inflammation has been observed, and in 
seven, more or less intense bronchitis, in one case very slight 

In one case, in which slight pneumonia existed, the bronchi were 
healthy. Thus, while I agree itith Dr. Swett, that the disease 
proves fatal most commonly on the supervention of slight pneumo- 
nia, or bronchitis, not of itself sufficient to have proved fatal so 
soon, or at all, a reference to the published cases will show that 
in five the lungs were perfectly healthy, though in all a little redness 
of the bronchial mucous membrane was observable. 



Case of Calculous concretion forming around a fragment of a Bougie 
of the Slippery Elm. By Willard Parker, M. D., Professor of 
Surgery and Surgical Anatomy in the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of the University of the State of New York. 

April, 1839. I was called to visit a patient at New Richmond, 
and requested to come prepared for the operation of lithotomy. 
The patient I found to be a man of naturally good constitution, a 
carpenter, married, and twenty-eight years old. 

Upon inquiring into the history of the case it appeared, that three 
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years before, he had had some uneasiness in the urethra and difficulty 
m passing his urine. He applied to his family physician and soon 
obtained relief, and remained quite well until January, three months 
previous to my visit to him. He was then **dowti the river," and 
much exposed to wet and cold, after which his former difficulty in 
the urethra made its appearance again. He was advised to employ 
the slippery elm bougie, and proceeded at once to prepare one from 
the inner bark of the elm, fifteen inches long, and after immersing 
it in warm water for a few minutes, he succeeded in introducing it 
as directed, into the urethra ; but when he attempted to withdraw 
' the instrument it severed, and four inches were left behind. This 
almost immediately passed into the bladder. 

Cystitis ensued at once, and the patient suffered intensely for a 
long time: at length, the severity of the symptoms abating, he was 
enabled to reach his residence. I found him greatly emaciated, 

Eulse over one hundred, discharging from the bladder, as was judged 
y his attending physician, Dr. Johnson, six or eight ounces of pus 
and mucus per diem. He had considerable suffering still ab3Ut the 
neck of the bladder and alonff the urethra, and was unable to move 
without great distress. He had irritation at the rectum, tenesmus, 
and some prolapsus. 

There was no difliculty in the introduction of the sound : at the 
inferior fundus of the vesica urinaria was situated a large mass, im- 
moveable, and having a gritty, yielding feel, as the sound was pres- 
sed upon it. On introducing the finger into the rectum, the for- 
eign body could be distinctly felt, and it seemed impossible to re- 
move it from its position. 

It was decided that the mass must be removed, and for that pur- 
pose, the ordinary single lateral operation for stone was performed. 
After the incision into the bladder was made, and the forceps intro- 
duced, the bark could not be reached by them so as to be removed from 
its bed. The scoop was next employed, and by the aid of this in- 
strument and the finger, the mass was loosened from its confinement 
and withdrawn, the bladder washed out with care, and the patient 
removed from the table to the bed. 

Following the operation, there was considerable constitutional ex- 
citement for a few days, after the subsidence of which his health 
became better, the wound healed kindly, the discharge from the 
bladder soon ceased. 

The points of interest in the above case are, first, the nature of 
the nucleus, which was throughout encrusted with phosphatic de- 
posit; and second, the fixedness of the mass at the bas-fond of the 
bladder. It is very probable that had the foreign substance been 
allowed to remain, ulceration would have taken place into the rec- 
tum, forming a recto-visical fistula, and from the irritation induced in 
the general system the patient would have succumbed. 

The elm, it ought to be remarked, is a valuable article in surgery, 
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as a tent to dilate fistulous openings, and were it not for its fragility 
it niight be employed as a bougie for dilating strictures of the ure- 
thra. When the stricture is located just behind the glans penis, it may 
then be employed with safety. The ehn, when used to dilate, must 
have been dried, and when shaped, then plunged into warm water 
for a few minutes, until its exterior becomes lubricated by the mu- 
cilage, and then it is introduced with much ease, and soon swells very 
much, and overcomes the constriction. 



NEW YORK MEDICAL GAZETTE. 



NEW YORK, JULY 21, 1841. 



Medical Education, — In a late number of the London Lancet we find 
some excellent observations on this subject. They are of course intended 
to apply to England, but they are, to some extent, true of medical edu- 
cation everywhere. 

We propose to throw together in this day's Gazette, some ideas on this 
subject, making free use of the article in the Lancet. It is difficult to 
say whether this subject is most important to the medical practitioner, the 
medical student, or to the non-medical public. For the first, it decides 
who shall be his professional associates ; his co-equals ; those by whose 
conduct and character his own reputation and bis position in the scale of 
society are to be decided. 

To the student, its direct personal importance is obvious. It settles for 
the mass, the question, whether they shall be the enlightened and well 
instructed votaries of a science or the routine practitioners of an art, we 
perhaps might say a trade. But is it less important to the public ? They 
are to receive the benefits of well directed industry and enlightened talent, 
or to suffer, by prolonged sickness and perhaps premature death, for the 
blunderings of ignorance, or the more dangerous errors of ill-taught pre- 
sumption. It should seem then that these three classes, having so great 
a common interest in good medical education, might be expected to unite 
in every feasible plan for its improvement. Such is far from being the 
fact. The medical profession, although as a body sound upon this subject, 
contains among its members some who, in short-sighted selfishness, are 
willing to lower rather than elevate the standard of medical education. 
The medical students, too, are not free from blame in this matter — too 
many of them are willing to take cheap instead of good instruction, and 
for the paltry consideration of a few dollars, sacrifice the reputation, rank 
and usefulness of a whole life, or perhaps, with a wretched economy oi 
time, in order to hurry forward the day when they can earn a bare sup- 
port, a mere pittance, condemn themselves to a long life of indigent ob- 
scurity. It is, however, by the public at large that this subject is most 
neglected. Not alone by the ignorance of the great subject of medical 
education, which is nearly universal, and the apathy which is yet more 
widely spread, but by the carelessness with which they select medical 
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attendants for their own families, and the yet more disgraceful facility 
with which that portion of the public, who have any influence over medi- 
cal appointments, bestow them. Upon the former branch of the subject, 
the patronage bestowed upon quacks, especially advertizing quacks, both 
in and out of the profession, the remarks of the Lancet are so excellent 
and so appropriate to the state of things among us, that we shall append 
them to this article ; to the latter subject the system of medical appoint- 
ments — medical certificates, &c., we shall return at a future day. To the 
subject of medical education we shall also return soon, and then suggest 
what seems to us the only practical remedy for its downward tendency. 

From the London Lancet. — We warn our lay readers to hesitate ere 
they intrust their lives to the hands of men, whose names figure in the 
paragraphs and advertisements of public papers. Nothing can be more 
disgusting to the educated and sensible man, than to see the editors of 
those journals prostituting their columns to the difiusion of ignorant and 
mendacious impositions, and we trust that before long, no greater con- 
demnation can attach itself to the reputation of a medical man, than to 
have his name vaunted and his deeds praised, in the ignorant effusions of 
the political journals. 



Spring course of Lectures at the College of Physicians and Surgeons, — 
This course of instruction has just closed, and the gentlemen engaged in 
it have great reason to congratulate themselves on the success which has 
crowned their efforts. The number of students in attendance on them 
far exceeded the anticipations of the [most sanguine, and the lectures 
generally have afforded entire satisfaction. We are happy to state that 
the experiment so fortunately begun will be repeated the next spring, and 
we h&ve no doubt with increasing interest to both teachers and pupUs. 



At the anniversary meeting of the New York City and County Medical 
Society, held on the 12th inst., the following gentlemen were elected 
officers for the ensuing year : — 

<Nicoll H. Bering, M. D., President, 
John C. Cheesman, M. D., "Vice President, 
Benjamin R. Robson, M. D., Treasurer, \ 

Benjamin B. Coit, M. D., Corresponding Secretary, 
Henry D. Bulkley, M. D., Recording Secretary, 
Moore Hoit, M. D. 
Edward L. Beadle, M. D. 
Stephen Hasbrouck, M. D. ^Censors. 
Robert W. Cairns, M. D. 
Hugh Sweeney, M. D. 



ANALYTICAL DEPARTMENT. 

Eulogium on Sir Astley P. Cooper, Bart., hy Sir Benjamin C. Brodie.-^ 
FrcMn the eulogium on Sir Astley Cooper, delivered at an anniversary meet- 
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ing of the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society, in February last, by 
Sir Benjamin GlArodie, we make the following extracts. 

After alluding to the remarkable combination of devoted zeal with in- 
dustry wbich characterized this illustrious man, he adds: *'A strong 
physical frame afforded him peculiar facilities of labor; yet, notwithstand- 
ing this, his exertions were at one time be3^ond bis powers, and led to an 
attack of illness which. caused him temporarily to retire from his profes- 
»sion. It must be acknowledged that we find in Sir A. Cooper but little 
of that inventive and discursive faculty which analyzes, combines and ab- 
stracts ; which perceives and realizes remote relations and analogies. It 
must be acknowledged that, for the most part, he thought too rapidly for 
strict philosophical induction, and that he was apt to draw a general con- 
clusion, even from a single instance, which nothing but an abundant evi- 
dence could justify. In truth, the construction of his mind was such, that 
it was less fitted to deal with principles than with facts ; but in this last 
respect I have scarcely knowh his equal. He was a minute and accurate 
observer. This perception of facts was so vivid, and the attention he be- 
stowed upon them so great, that almost every thing of any importance 
which he had ever witnessed, remained indelibly impressed on his memory. 
Many who are now present can testify to the truth of this observation, and 
will well remember with what facility, when a remarkable case was pre- 
sented to him, he could draw from the fund of his vast experience, descri- 
bing some cases exactly like it which he had seen many years before, and 
others resembling it in some respects, and difiering in others. He was 
scrupulously exact in all his statements, and no one could be more free 
than he was from that weakness to which even some honest persons are 
liable, who make themselves believe that facts are different from what they 
are, when it so happens that they do not precisely suit their pre-conceived 
opinions. At one period of his life. Sir A. Cooper was much engaged in 
operative surgery, and the opinion has prevailed with many out of the med- 
ical profession, that skill in performing operations was the greatest talent 
he possessed. But I need not tell the fellows of this society how great 
an injustice this is to the memory of our late associate. It is very proba- 
ble, that as a young man; he might have been highly gratified by the merit 
he obtained as an operating surgeon, at a time when he had not yet had 
the opportunity of acquiring a higher and more substantial reputation. 
Many, however, have been his equals, and even his superiors in this res- 
pect, and the reputation in which he was held among those who had a right 
to judge of his attainments, is to be attributed to his intimate knowledge of 
the history and progress of disease, and to his talent in selecting and ap- 
plying the appropriate remedies, and to nothing else. The time may even 
arrive when it will be forgotten whether he was or was not expert in the 
performance of operations ; but his published works will remain as long as 
surgery is cultivated, and especially the treatises on hernia and dislocations, 
replete with important facts and containing the clearest rules of diagnosis, 
will transmit his name to posterity with those of Sydenham and Hunter, aa 
a benefactor to the human race. 

Sir A. Cooper enjoyed an unusual degree of popularity for a long series 
of years, especially among the members of his own profession, and more 
dum his reputation as a surgeon, however high it may have stood, can easily 
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explain. He owed much of this to his moral qualities. He was consid- 
erate to other practitioners ; always ready to cororaunica^ whatever infor- 
mation he possessed, in a simple and familiar manner; and he never at- 
tempted to gain credit for himself at the expense of a fellow laborer. In 
his intercourse with others he was essentially kind hearted, and he pos- 
sessed that degree of cheerfulness which made him acceptable to every- 
one whom he met, and without which it is so difficult, I may say impossible, 
to obtain an influence over the minds of others. He possessed another 
great advantage in having no small degree of practical knowledge of hu- 
man nature. By this 1 mean, not that kind of knowledge to which this 
appellation is so frequently misapplied, founded on a quick perception of 
the weak points of the minds of other men, by means of which, individu- 
als of small capacity are enabled to gain an ascendancy over those whose 
intellects are superior to their own — but a ready insight into the whole of 
the human character, a knowledge of the qualities of the mind generally, 
and of the motives by which the actions of mankind are regulated. 

There is one other point in Sir A. Cooper's character which it occurs 
to toe to notice before I quit the subject, and I do so merely because it gives 
me the opportunity to contradict some most false and injurious statements, 
which have recently been put forth respecting him. Although he derived 
from his practice a larger income than was ever obtained by any other per- 
son, either in the medical profession or in any other, he never exhibited in 
his profession any thing approaching to the vice of avarice. He was in 
the greatest degree liberal, and apparently careless as to the remunerations 
he received. I say this with the greatest confidence, having never known 
or heard of a single instance to the contrary during my long acquaintance 
with him." 

Shortly before his death. Sir A. Cooper expressed a wish that the ap- 
pearances which might be presented on the inspection of his body, should 
be recorded in Guy's hospital reports. He had particularly alluded to four 
points, the investigation of which he thought desirable : a cured oblique 
inguinal hernia ; a cured umbilical hernia ; some suspected indications of 
phthisis in his early youth ; and an inability to sleep on his left side. 

The body was examined on the 13th February, 1841, at 9 o'clock in the 
evening, thirty-two hours after death, by Mr. John Hilton, in the presence 
of Dr. Chambers, Dr. Bright, Mr. C. A. Key and Mr. Cock. Some par- 
ticulars of it may be interesting to our readers. 

A globular projection, about the size of a large nut, was found at the 
umbilicus, which receded on pressure, leaving a well defined rounded aper- 
ture in the linea alba, capable of admitting the end of the little finger. 
This protrusion consisted of a few congregated lobes of fat placed imme- 
diately behind the umbilicus, between it and the peritoneum ; the free sur- 
face of which was corrugated, and presented a puckered appearance, most 
Erobably inflammatory and the result of the artificial curative means which 
ad been employed during life for a long period. The liver approached 
the '* nutmeg" appearance. Both kidneys were much congested with blood, 
rather larger than natural, their surfaces mottled and slightly granular. The 
internal abdominal ring, on the \ett side, was rendered distinct by a tubular 
extension of the peritoneum for about an inch into the inguinal canal. A 
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depression existed in a conesponding situation on the right side, the bot- 
tom of which was firm, irregular and corrugated, and upon very careful 
examination, a minute serous canal, p6i more than a line in breadth when 
opened, was traced, extending from it along the spermatic chord into the ca- 
vity of the tunica vaginalis, being the remainsof a congenital inguinal hernia. 
Sir A. wore a truss on the right inguinal canal for six years, from nineteen 
to twenty-five years of age. There were about three ounces of rather 
turbid sanguinoleiit serum in the right pleura; a little recent pleuritis on 
the middle lobe of the right lung, and general vesicular emphysema of both 
lungs to a great degree. The bronchi and lungs were much congested ; 
the former in their smaller branches filled with a very tenacious puriform 
mucus. At the superior and posterior part of the right lung was a small, 
depressed and somewhat contracted surface, about the extent of a sixpence, 
a section of which exposed a calcareous mass equal to a small pea. When 
the pericardium was opened, the heart was seen, very large and distended, 
and about two ounces of rather turbid dark, or brown colored serum occu- 
pied the posterior part of the cavity. The right auricle and ventricle filled 
with very dark colored, imperfectly coagulated blood. The auriculo ven- 
tricular valve sound. Through one of the pulmonary valves, near its angle 
of union with an adjoining valve, was a perforation nearly the size of a 
small goose quill. A large portion of the mitral valve opaque and a little 
thickened ; otherwise healthy. The aortic valves thickened, and rather 
rigid at their attached margins. The left ventricle much dilated ; its apex 
much broader and more prolonged than natural; the parietes somewhat hy- 
pertrophied, and the muscular fibres of the whole organ pale, weak and 
flabby. Many small, irregular, yellowish opaque patches were seen under 
the lining membrane of the thoracic aorta, and ascendmg portion of the led 
subclavian. The internal membrane was much softened, breaking down un- 
der slight pressure ; at three or four points it was destroyed to a small extent, 
admitting a thin layer of dark matter, probably altered blood, separating it 
in a slight degree from the subjacent tissue. The whole length of the 
abdominal aorta was full of black grumous blood, its panetes thickened ; 
the lining membrane opaque and raised by the sub-deposition of hard, al- 
most bony matter. 



Gross on Axillary Aneurism. — The Western Journal of Medicine and 
Surgery, for June, 1841, contains'a report of a case of axillary aneurism, 
for which the subclavian artery was tied, which is sufficiently curious in 
its result to merit a notice. The operation was performed by S. D. 
Gross, M. D., Professor of Surgery in the Louisville Medical Institute. 
The aneurism originated after the patient's being struck on the right collar 
bone by the butt end of a yager which he was firing, and ' from being of 
the size of a hazelnut, acquired at the time of the operation, less than 
eight months, that of an egg ; it was rapidly increasing, the pain was ex- 
cessive and the appetite extinct ; for three nights the patient had not slept 
a wink. The artery was tied on the 18th of February, 1841, the opera- 
tion lasted twenty minutes, and without the loss of half an ounce of blood. 
The ligature came away on the morning of the founeenth day. The 
patieni at this time was in good health : the tumor had diminished fully one 
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half in volume, the pectoral muscle, beneath which it was situated, being 
quite flaccid and extensible. The pulse at the wrist was absent, and there 
was some numbness at the top of the shoulder and tips of the fingers, 
but the movement of the limb daily improved and the patient was per- 
fectly convalescent. Nothing worthy of notice occurred till Saturday 
night, March 13th, when having taken cold, he felt indisposed; at mid- 
night of the 16th, he was suddenly attacked with intense pain in the chest, 
laborious, short, and hurried breathing, and a quick tense pulse of 140. 
The aneurismal tumor had suddenly disappeared at the time of the attack. 
On the 18th, the pneumonic svmptoms continued, and the patient experi- 
enced a sensation as if a fluid were passing from the pleural cavity into 
that of the tumor, and on auscultating the spot carefully, Dr. Caldwell 
could distinctly hear a plashing sound at every inspiration, the noise re- 
sembling the shaking of water in a closed vessed. The pneumonia had 
increased on the 20th .*■ having survived the operation a little upwards of 
thirty days, he died : a cold injection of lead was soon after thrown into 
the innominata, which pretty completely filled the vessels of the upper 
part of the body. In thirty-six hours, post mortem^ the body was in- 
spected. The wound wa^ completely cicatrized. The subclavian artery 
terminated abruptly at tne outer margin of the scalenus muscles, where 
the ligature had been applied, its calibre being closed by means of a mass 
of solid fibrin about one- third of an inch long, which adhered firmly to the 
fining membrane^ and thus afforded an effectual barrier to the passage of the 
blood. No pus was any where observable. The aneurismal tumor, 
placed immediately below the clavicle, was of a conical form and about 
the volume of a moderate sized orange, being two and a quarter inches in 
diameter at its base. Its walls varied in thickness at dijfTerent points, 
from half a line to the eighth of an inch, and its interior communicated by 
means of an oval aperture, one and three-quarter inches long by one and a 
half wide, with the pleural cavity. It was situated between the first and 
second ribs, nearly equi-distant between the sternum and the spine, and 
was obviously the result of ulcerative absorption from the pessure of the 
tumor. The serous membrane around it had a shreddy, ragged aspect. 
The sac contained a few reddish clots. 

The right thoracic cavity contained nearly three quarts of bloody look- 
ing serum, intermixed with flakes of lymph and laminated clots, the latter 
of which were of a reddish brown color and had evidently been lodged 
originally in the aneurismal sac. The pleura exhibited every where 
marks of high inflammation, and the right lung was greatly reduced in 
Volume from compression. The left lung was engorged and partially hepa- 
tized. Dr. G. is of opinion that the ulcerative absorption must have com- 
menced several weeks or^months before the occurrence of the perforation. 
The case, says he, considered in relation to the manner in which it ter- 
minated, is altogether unique. One somewhat analogous occurs in Mr. 
Guthrie's work on the diseases and injuries of the arteries ; the tumor had 
caused absorption of the ribs and adhesion to the lung, through which the 
patient gradually expectorated so much blood as to cause his death in 
three weeks. In the section of the article which follows the narration of 
the case, and which is of itself an excellent monograph of the disease. 
Prof. G. gives us an account of twenty-seven other cases in which the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Abscess of ike Mammary Qland. 



29 



operation was performed ; aad alludes to the ages and occupations of the 
patients, duration, cause, volume, time taken in performing the operation, 
date of separation of the ligature, symptoms, period of performing the 
operation, circumsltanqes under which it ought to be declined, and bes( 
method of exposing the artery, &c., &c. 

We append a table of the twenty-seven cases cited by the author, for 
the benefit of our surgical readers. Of these, seventeen recovered ; one 
patient only was a female. 



No, Opentor. 

1 Mr. Ramsden, 

2 Sir W. Blizard, 

3 Mr. Colles, 

4 Mr. T. Blizard, 

5 Dr. Post, of N. Y., 

6 Baron Dupuytren, 

8 Mr. Liston, 

9 Dr. Wishart, 

10 Mr. Travcrs, 

11 C. A. Key, Esq., 
13 Mr. Green, 

13 Mr. Liston, 

14 Mr. Thorpe, 

15 Bransby Cooper, Esq. 

16 Prof. GfibsoD, 

17 Dr. Wells, ofMaracaybo, 

18 Mr. Crossing, 

19 Prof. Molt, 

90 Mr. Bland, (Australia), 
81 Mr. Porter, 

22 Mr. C. Mayo, 

23 «* " " ^.7 

24 Mr. PergDson, 

25 Dr. Auchinclpss, 

26 Mr. Lizars, 

27 Mr. Hobart, 

28 Prof. Gross, 



P<meut*$ St9 or 
Occupation, 

tailor, 

clergyman, 
male, 

gentleman, 
soldier, 

do. 
coachman, 
porter, 
male, 

tide waiter, 
brass foonaer, 
male, 

do. 

woodhawker, 
laborer, 
farmer, 
fisherman, 
laborer, 
male, , 

do. 

do. 

waiter, 
weaver, 
Mrs. Hains, ) 
weaveress, J 
male, 
brick maker. 



Ago- WhtMferform^ 



Nov. 3, 1809 
1811 
Dec. 1812 , 
1815" 
Sept. 8, 1817 
Mar. 7, 1819 
Mar. 30, 1819 
April 3. 1820 
Aug. 23, 1823 
Jan. 17, 1823 
Sept. 20, 1823 
Adg. 1825 
Sept. 12, 1826 
June 17, 1827 
Dec. 4, 1827 
35Mar. 17, 1828 
Apr. 12, 1828 
June 23, 1830 
Aug. 24, 1830 
Dec. 17, 1830 
1830 
Mar. 26, 1831 



May 12, 1831 
June, 1833 

Apr. 27, 1834 

May 7, 1834 
Feb. 18, 1841 



Died on the 4th day. 

do. do. 

do. do. 

do. 8th day. 
The 1st successful case. 
Successful. 
Died on the 9th day. 
Successful. 

do. 
Died on the 3rd day. 
Succeflsful. 

do. probably. 
Died on the 14th day. 
Successful. 

do. 
Died on the 8th day. 
Successful. 

do. Lig. remov. 85th d. 
Successful. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Died, no refer, to east. 
Successful. • 

Died in 68 honrs. 

Successful. 

do. 
Died in 1 month. 



Dr. Gross' paper, which occupies fif^y pages of our contemporary, is of 
the highest interest, and as creditable to his literary research as the oper- 
ation is to his skill. True, the termination of the case was not what the 
surgeon or the patient desired, but it has rather increased its interest to 
the scientific surgeon. Dr. G. we know well, and we regard him as one 
of our very first men. Surgery is a field upon which he has recently 
entered, yet he has already won for himself laurels, not only as a teacher 
but a practitioner, which few can hope to rival and none to surpass. We 
glory in his success. W. P. 



Abscess of the Mammary Gland. Prevention of the secretion of milk, — 
Mr. Toogood gives an interesting case in the Lancet which we abridge 
for the Gazette. 

A lady had been confined three months and was much ezbansted br 
pain and constant dif charge from the bce^t» which, though natursUy fuU 
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and fleshy, was not much increased in size, bat had an tmhealthy appeal 
ance, with several openings leading to deep sinuses communicating with 
each other in various directions. At this time I was not aware of the oh' 
stinaie nature oi the disease, and endeavored to heal these by injections of 
sulphate of zinc, stimulating friction, and pressure evenly applied by 
plaster and bandages ; all my efforts were unsuccessful, and I was under 
the necessity of dividing all the sinuses, which ran through the whole 
substanc^ of the. breast, so that it was literally cut into strips. The ope* 
ration yiras a serious one, and attended with considerable hemorrhage ; 
but the good etfects were presently apparent, for as soon as my patient 
had recovered from the immediate shock of the operation, the wounds put 
on a healthy aspect, she rapidly got better and recovered perfectly in six 
weeks. At her next confinement she came from a considerable distance 
to put herself under my care, and as there was no hope of her ever being 
able to give suck again with that breast, I covered it carefully with a dia- 
chylon plaster as soon as she was delivered, which completely suspend- 
ed the secretion of milk, as though she was able to nurse as well as ever 
with the other breast, and she passed through her confinement without 
inconvenience. Since that time she has had several other children, and 
has uniformly adopted the same course with a like success. I have met 
with three other cases, which were treated in the same manner, with the 
same result. 



Paralysis in ChUdren.-^Ai a meeting of the Roy. Med. and Chir. Soc, 
Tuesday, April 13, 1841. Mr. Caesar Hawkins said that he should be 
glad to learn from any member, the mode of successfully treating cases of 
paralysis of the lower extremities, occurring in children affected with intes- 
.tinal irritation, and in whom, although muscular power was lost, sensation 
was perfect. In these cases common remedial agents appeared to exert 
no beneficial agency. 

Dr. Williams said that he had seen three or four cases of the kind of 
paralysis alluded to, and in those instances in which no organic disease 
was present, he had usually succeeded in restoring power, by the admin- 
istration of small doses of calomel. 

Dr. Merriman had found the cases alluded to to be very intractable, 
scarcely admitting of any expectation of cure. Electricity, he believed, 
was the only remedial means likely to be followed by any lasting benefit. 
He had seen two cases in which the application of this agent was of ser- 
vice, but did not effect a perfect cure. 

Dr. Addison had enaployed electricity in cases of paralysis arising 
without obvious cause, or consequent upon chorea, hysteria or other func- 
tional disturbance, and was inclined to think better of its efiects than did 
Dr. Merriman. In cases of partial paralysis in children, he had, from 
observation, come to this conclusion, that when only one limb was affect- 
ed, there was great hope of recovery, but when both were paralyzed, the 
case was less hopeful. Dr. A. then related the case of an intelligent 
boy, 12 years of age, who had paralysis of one leg, and who the first or 
second time that he was electrified, rose from his seat and walked away. 
Dr. A. next mentioned a case to ahow the connection between chorea and 
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paralysis. A girl had paralysis of the left side of tlie face from a blow on 
the head. Subsequently she had chorea, since which the paralysis had 
nearly entirely left her. 



Sudden Death in Coitu, — The following cases are curious in a physio- 
logical point of view. Do they afford any support to the notions of the 
plurenologists ? — Ed. Gaz, 

Mr. Linnecar mentioned to the Aiedical Society of London, the case of 
a gentleman of spare habit, 38 years of age, who, during the act of em- 
bracing bis wife, fell suddenly and instantly dead by her side. Mr. Hutch- 
inson mentioned a similar case in a full, plethoric man of 60, who sud- 
denly fell dead in coitu. The cause of death in both was a rupture of 
the basilary artery, at the base of the brain. — London Lancet, 



Lustrous l^nVie.— Medical Society of London, April 5, 1841. Dr. Ali- 
son related the following case. A gentleman, 30 years of age, of spare 
and delicate constitution, had been aflfected with dyspeptic symptoms for 
six years. His symptoms were general debility, want of appetite, occa- 
sional uneasiness about the epigastrium, and flatus, acidity, pallor, ema- 
ciation, coldness in the back, and dull unfeasiness at the loins. The 
urine was high colored and acid, and deposited a copious pink sediment ; 
the urine voided more frequently than usual. He was ordered alkalies, 
tonics, &c., and in a short time his general health was much improved. 
His urine then became light colored and clear, but when looked at in a 
phial, between the eye and the flame of a candle, it was lustrous. There 
were hundreds of brilliant particles floating in the urine, which, on close 
inspection, were discovered to be very minute crystals, resembling ben- 
zoic acid in whiteness and lustre. When allowed to remain undisturbed 
for a few minutes, they formed a copious white deposit, about a line in 
depth, on the bottom of the phial. Dr. Willis has seen similar urine only 
two or three times. The crystals were those of biphosphate of magne- 
sia and ammonia. They ceased to be formed on the discontinuance of 
the alkalies. 



Dr. L. 6., of Philadelphia, was brought before Recorder Rush on charge 
of burning with lunar caustic, the mark of a cross, on the forehead of a 
girl named Eliza Sharp. He was held to bail. — Philadelphia paper. 

We are indDced to publish the above extract, not less to mark our dis- 
approbation of the procedure, than to state the fact tbat the application of 
lunar caustic to the skin induces a permanent cicatrix which we believe 
to be indelible. We have seen a case in which a line of demarkation 
was made upon the forehead of a young woman, to arrest the extension of 
erysipelas, which has been followed by the formation of a broad red 
mark, which is a source of extreme disfigurement and annoyance. It 
will doubtless grow paler with time, but will probably never be effaced. 
The case suggests a practical caution, to which, as the practice is a com- 
mon one, and we have never seen it idluded to, we have thought it proper 
to advert.— £ J. Gas. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



33 Medical Adveriisemenit. 

Necrology* — Died, on Monday, July 12th., Wm. James McNevin, M. D., 
late Professor of Chemistry in the College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
and Professor of Materia Medica in Rutgers' Medical School, at the ad- 
vanced age of 79. Of this distinguished gentleman, and of his interest- 
ing career, political and medical, we hof^e to present to our readers a 
more full account at a future day. 



Appointment hy the Governor, — ^John W. Francis, M.D., of New York, 
Resident Physician, vice William J. McNevin, M. D., resigned. 



To the Subscribers to the New York Journal of Medicine and Surgery i — 
This Journal having heen discontinued, the list of country subscribers 
has, by the liberality of the publishing committee, been nanded to the 
publisher of the Gazette. To each of these the Gazette will be sent. 
Those who do not wish it continued, will please return this number to 
the publisher with their address written upon it. Those who do not will 
be considered subscribers. 



GEO. TIEMAN, 103 CHATHAM ST.— SURGICAL INSTRUMENT MAKER.— Hms on hand aU 
kinds of Surgeons' Instruments, wftrranted of the best workinanship. Every variety of Instmmentf 
made to order at short notice. From a long experience in Europe and America, G. T. feels confi* 
dent in recommending his Instruments to ms old customers, and Surgeons generally, and solicits a 
continuance of their patronage. 
New Yorkt July 21, 1841. 

BERKSHIRE MEDICAL INSTITUTION.— The annual course of Lectu]:es will commence th« 
first Thursday, 0th, of August, 1841, and continue thirteen weeks. Fee, for the whole course of Lee- 
tures $dO ; fee, for those who have attended two courses at any respectable medical school, $10 ; 
graduation fee, $18 : library fee, according to the number of books taken. Board, firom $1,50 to $2,00. 
Theory and Practice of Medicine and Obstetrics, by H. H. Childs, M. D. 

Principles and Practice of Surgery, by Frank H. Hamilton, M. D. 

Anatomy and Physiology, by James McClintock, M. D. 

General and Special Pathology, by Alonzo Clark, M. P. 

Materia Medica and Pharmacy, by M. A. Lee, M. D. 

Chemistry, Botany and Natural Philosophy, by Chester Dewey, M. D. 

Demonstrator of Anatomy, C. C. Chaffee, M. D. 

Parker L. Hall, Secretary. 
PiUsfield, Mass., July, Ifm. 

The Legislature of the State of New Tork has repealed the law prohibiting the graduates.of 
other States from practising in New York, without being first examined by the Censors of the Medi- 
cal Society. 

PRIVATE INSTITUTION FOR THE INSANE, AT MURRAY HILL, NEW YORK. 
The undersigned has opened a private establishment, on the plan of those in Europe which have 
recently been so successful in the treatment of mental diseases. His main object will be to make 
it, as much as possible, like the residence of a private family. The number of patients will be lim- 
ited—the attendants will be so numerous as to give to each invalid, if necessary, the exclusive ser- 
vices of one or more ; thereby dispensing, as far as possible, with all personal restraint. The medi- 
cal and motal treatment will be directed by the proprietor ; and such modes of treatment as have 
been matured by ten years* service as physician to one of the largest Insane Hospitals in the country, 
and by a recent personal examination of the private institutions of Europe, will be carried into effect. 
Application for admission to JAMES M ACDONALD, M. D., 29 Clinton Place, New York. 

THE NEW YORK MEDICAL GAZETTE-Ww. C. Robertt, M, P., Editor, is published eveiy 
Wednesday, by Uriah T^unur, M. D., No. 8 Park Place, to whom all communications should be ad- 
dressed, post paid. Price $3 per annum, pajn&ble In advance— after three months $4. 

By the regulations of the Post Office Department, Post-Masters are allowed to forward, under their 
firank, letters written by themselves, containing money to pay the subscription of third parties to 
any periodical. To render the performance of this act of courtesy less burthensome. the letter should 
bo preparod tat the Post-Master's signature, by the person wishing to avail himself of the privilego. 
If this is done, the favor wUl rarely be denied by any Post-Master. Advertisements inserted on %» 
▼orable terms. 

. W. E. DEAN, PRINTER, 2 ANN STREET. 
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ORIBINAL DEPARTMENT, 

Case of Punctured Wound of the Ascending Aorta, fatal in fifteen 
minutes. By C. R. GiLitAN, M. D., Prof. Obstetrics and Diseases 
of Women in the College of Physicians and Surgeons, N. Y. 

July 11th, 1841. Examined, by request of the Coroner, the body 
of M. Riley, aged 37 years. She received last evening a stab from 
a sword cane in the right breast ; after the wound was inflicted she 
was assisted into an adjoining room and laid on the floor, where she 
expired in about fifieerf or twenty minutes. A very small punc- 
tured wound appeared on the right breast, three and three-quarter 
inches inward and one inch upward from the right nipple. On in- 
troducinff a probe, the wounci was found to pass downward and 
inward K>r near two inches, and then to penetrate the chest, pass- 
ing between the cartilages of the second and third ribs, close to the 
sternum. Opening the thorax, the ceUular substance in the anterior 
mediastinum was found infiltrated with blood, and the pericardium 
much distended. A small punctured wound in the anterior and 
superior part of the pericardiuhi was discovered after considerable 
search. The sac was next laid open, and found to contain a pint 
or more of coagulated blood — it was quite full ; removing this, a 
large patch of ecchymosis was found upon the ascending aorta and 
the arch, in the midst of which a small punctui^e was detected. The 
artery was now slit up, and the wound more accurately examined 
from within. It was V shaped each side, about aline inlength,situated 
about half ^n inch above the valve, and equi-distant between the ori- 
fices of the two coronary arteries. There was no other wound of 
the internal membrane of the artery or the heart. The instrument 
would seem to have penetrated but not passed through the organ. 

Remarks. — The points of interest in this case are the suddenness 
of death, and the peculiar V shape of the wound in the aorta 
answering very exactly to the size and triangular shape of the 
instrument with which the injury was inflicted. As to the sud- 
denness of death under such circumstances, the majority of authors 
agree with Morgagni {Ep. 69, sec. 6,) in ascribing it, not to the loss 
of blood, but to the obstruction offered to the circulation by the 
blood having accumulated in the pericardium. This, though the com- 
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34 Punctured Wound of the Ascending Aorta. 

mon explanatioD, is, I think, incorrect, or atieast incomplete ; for 
there are not wanting many cases where the heart having ruptured, 
two or three pounds of blood have been found in the pericardium, 
and yet life has continued for several hours. Olmi, of Florence, 
gives one ; the rupture was an inch long, the patient lived " till next 
day," ** a quantity" of grumous blood occupied the pericardium. 
Uufeland's Journal gives a case, where the rupture was half an inch 
internally, larger externally ; the man lived three days, two or three 

Eounds of blood were in the pericardium. A similar case is given 
y Dezeimeris in V Experience, 1839. It is not, then, merely to the 
presence of a quantity of blood in the pericardium, that death is 
owing. The other modifying circumstance, is .the rapidity with 
which blood is effused. Hence death takes place less rapidly in rup- 
tures where the heart's tissue is sound or merely softened, and where 
the opening is usually made in the direction of the fibres which 
are merely separated, than in cases where there is an opening with 
loss of substance from ulceration — the latter almost always pro- 
ving instantly fatal. In wounds of the heart, those which bisect 
the two layers of fibres are suddenly fatai^ while in those which, 
though they bisect one layer, only push apart the fibres of the other, 
life continues longer : this must be attributed to the manner in which 
contraction of the fibres opens tlie one wound and closes the 
other. It is in wounds of the aorta within the pericardium that 
haemorrhage is most free and death most sudden : the blood passes 
much more rapidly through the opening in the thin coat of the vessel 
than where it has to make a devious way through the thick paries 
pf the heart. Even these, however, are not always suddenly fatal. 
In the Jourhal de Medicine, vol. 40, p. 435, a case is given where 
the patient lived to the sixth day ; the aorta was penetrated near 
its origin. Leroux gives a case where death did not occur till the 
eleventh day, though the aorta and the right auricle were both 
wounded. This is the more remarkable, as wounds of the auricle 
are generally more quickly fatal than those of the ventricle. Pel- 
letan, in his Clinique Chirurgicale, t. 1, p. 92, gives a case not fatal 
till after two months : the wound of the aorta was near the crura of 
the diaphragm. A case of rupture of the aorta is reported in the 
Medico-Chirurgical, April, 1840, p. 612, where the patient lived ten 
hours. The opening, however, was not direct, the inner coat of 
the vessel gave way immediately behind the semi-lunar valve and 
close to the mouth of the posterior coronary arter>% while the outer 
coat burst further up, where the arch emerges from behind the pul- 
monary artery. 

The shape of the wound through the aorta in tliis case, is 
worthy of notice. The wound through the skin had no peculiarity 
to distinguish the instrument by which it was inflicted — it was very 
small and nearlv circular— but that in the aorta was triangular 
or V shaped, an^ exactty answered to the shape of the weapon. 
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This shows the importance of examining for the shape of the wound, 
not in the skin only, but internally, particularly when the instrument 
has passed through a dense fibrous membrane. 
July Idth, 1841. 



REPORT ON PHARMACY, 

Read at the Annual Meeting of the New York County Medical 
Society f July, 1841. 

The accuracy of the statements here embodied must rest on the 
responsibility of the undersigned. They are deduced from inqui- 
ries instituted among more than thirty persons, pharmaceutical 
chemists, dealers and retailers ; but as less importance has been . 
attached to numbers than to character and technical knowledge, 
the memoranda exhibited, preliminary and imperfect as they are, 
may doubtless, so far forth, be deemed worthy of reliance. 

Dispensatories. — The one in general use appears to be that of 
Wood and Bache; in a few instances the London and Edinburgh 
are preferred, seldom Coxe's, and some of our less careful retailers, 
it is suspected, are guided by no dispensatory whatsoever. The 
College of Pharmacy in New York has exhibited a commendable 
zeal towards bringing about a uniformity in this and other particu- 
lars. 

Alcohol. — Alcohol of 80 is the rule ; or diluted to one-half, which 
is a slight variation from the London. 

Wines. — For the vinous preparations, Madeira or TenerifTe is 
almost universally selected ; in some cases Sherry, but rarely the 
sweet wines. 

Vinegars. — Most apothecaries keep the dilute acetic acid, though 
here and there wine or cider vinegar is accounted equally answer- 
able. The Philadelphia distilled is commended. 

Tinctures. — These are usually made with proof-spirit, and often 
with materials of inferior quality. Among the manufacturers, lau- 
danum and paregoric follow the original patented recipes. The lau- 
danum sold for the purposes of stimulation is of the strength of f i 
of opium to the pint-proof. Few saturated tinctures are to be met 
with, save those of valerian, actsea, ergot, hyoscyamus, and occa- 
sionally iodine and cantharides. 

Syrups. — Syrups of good quality are to be had of the apotheca- 
ries generally, ana beautiful specimens may be seen at some of the 
steam confectionary factories. The syrupus rhei may be prepared 
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either without or with the intervention of alcohol, only in the latter 
process the alcohol must be careftilly expelled. The virtue of the 
syrup. sarsaparillsB is often impaired, if not annihilated; by the pro- 
tracted boiling. Souberan gives a formula for a hydro-alcoholic 
fluid extract, jiii of which are equivalent to ?i of the root. Sever- 
al of our pharmaceutists have similar preparations, of somewhat 
various strengths. The common syrup of sarsaparilla is altogether 
factitious, its basis being made up of birch bark and winter-green 
leaves. Syrup of lemons, too, i. e. the bottled syrup, might much 
more properly be termed syrup of tartaric acid. 

Castor Oil — The Virginia is judged to be the best. Some of 
the Western States afford a good description of oil. That from 
Eastern Asia and from the West Indies, though beautiful in appear- 
ance, is peppery and disposed to rancidity. 

Fluid Magnesia. — Murra/s purports to contain grs. xviii to the 
f. fi, but Dr. Chilton's analysis makes the average only grs. xii. 
This article has had some favor in infantile diseases, but it parts so 
readily with its solvent, carbonic acid, as often to prove entirely 
inert. 

Chlorine. — Labarraque's has precedence before that from the 
Tremont Laboratory in Boston, and Currie's is doubtless equal to 
either. There is an article to be found at a few shops, styled chlo- 
ric ether. 

Pilulce Hydrargyri. — The English are preferable, being made out 
of 6 lb. masses, after a very thorough trituration by steam-power. 
The best method of all is Donovan's, viz. with the protoxide. A 
new agent, Sevine, has recently been ordered from Europe, and is 
represented as effecting the oxidation of the mercury in a fraction 
of the usual time. Blue pill is made largely at home, and Currie'9 
is put on a par with the English. 

Iodine. — ^The English and the French are commonly named first, 
though that from Hurlbaum & Co., Philadelphia, is praised. Several 
of the Iodides are made under the inspection of some of our own 
apothecaries. 

Cinchona and Quinine. — A very pure extract of Cinchona has 
been imported from South America, but nobody calls for it. There 
is a hydro-alcoholic fluid extract, the alcohol of which is got rid of 
by subsequent distillation. Of this, 3 teaspoonfuls are equivalent 
to fi of bark. Quinine now-a-days is little adulterated, especially 
inasmuch as the contraband limitation has expired. The French, 
perhaps leads the van, though many make no difference between 
the English, the French, the German, and the American. The 
Philadelphia has a good character. There is a new combination, 
the arsenite of quinine. Solutions of quinine have no determinate 
proportions. ^ 
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Morphine. — Currie's is universally approved, as are all his pre- 
parations, and is made to the order of various houses in the city, 
Howard's London is excellent also, but most of the English is adul- 
terated, e. g., with sugar or sulphate of lime, being designed ex- 
pressly for the ** American market." Pelletier's is as good as the 
best, provided it is procured genuine, for its counterfeit has been 
palmed off on a large scale and *in this city. Now that the three 
principal manufacturing establishments in Paris are united, there is 
less liability from that quarter to the importation of spurious arti- 
cles. The solution in general, though not uniform, use, is Ma- 
gendie'^, from which the American formula differs very materially. 

Arsenic. — ^Fowler's solution is the only one kept. 

Ergot, — There is an ethereal oil, prepared after Souberan by a 
few of. our chemists, of which m. v equal about g. xv of the sub- 
stance, and it appears to be a valuable addition to the Pharmaco- 
poeia. 

Pulvis AntimoniaKs'. — The English is similar to James'. The 
American is decidedly inferior. ^ 

Nitrate of Silver. — ^Excellent comes from Farr & Co., Philadel- 
phia. The oxide of Silver, its substitute, though as yet little tried, 
is favorably reported of. 

Extracts. — ^The English method of making is by evaporation in 
▼acuo over a water-bath. Gilbert's are made, it is believed, in a 
similar way, and are reckoned much superior to the Lebanon. 
Some few of the foreign extracts are made by expression and in- 
spissation, as the German hyoscyamus. 

Nostrums. — Laudanum and paregoric are doled out to a pro- 
digious extent by mothers, ana more of these two articles are 
sold than of all other tinctures together. The old nostrums are 
running a locomotive race with the new patents. A large deliler 
in these fancy articles has scarcely an order to fill exclusive of such, 
whether from the east, the west, the south, or the north. They over- 
spread the land like the locusts in Egypt. Of such are Godfrey's 
cordial, paregoric, Bateman's drops, Stoughton's elixir, Thompson's 
eye- water, British and Harlaem oils, Turlington's balsam, Brand- 
reth's great-great-grandfather's pills; and the Windham pills roll 
over the country from Beersheba to Dan and from Dan to Beersheba. 
Carpenter's preparations go mostly to the country. 

Opium and Laudanum. — ^Tbe use of these articles is not associa- 
ted with any particular caste or condition, though in eight cases out 
of ten the subjects are females. The testimony obtained, though 
•omewhat diverse, preponderates rather on the side of increase. 
Among the occasional causes of the habit are to be enumerated. 
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trouble of mind, and persistent debility of constitution ; but not 
seldom is it to be laid to the charge of some indiscreet physician, 
who has prescribed the protracted use of anodynes, as in hysteria, 
hypochondriasis, rheumatism. Rarely is this habit overcome, 
as in the instance of a cure effected by the substitution of tincture 
of lupuline in graduated doses. Opium-eaters are usually among 
those addicted to alcoholic drinks, a reason why laudanum aside 
from its prompter activity is so much oftener procured. Negroes, it 
has been said, are partial to opiates, and prostitutes, according to 
such as have been conversant with their habits, are addicted to 
them, as we may say, universally. The medium dose for a 
recruit is ji-ii of opium, or fss-i of laudanum, though a veteran 
will take a quarter of an ounce of the one and two ounces of the 
other. A certain customer gets half a pint of paregoric a day, and 
a nymph of the town was instanced, whose weekly allowance of 
laudanum is fxxiv. 8ome venders calculate, that of all their pre- 
parations of opium, one-half is used up in this way : others say two- 
thirds, and others put the fractional minimum much higher yet. 
Not a few of the petty shops in certain infected districts, are pre- 
sumed to derive no inconsiderable modicum of a maintenance out 
of this species of traffic. 

Miscellanea. — Medicines, like all other things, have their fash- 
ions, now basking in the sunshine of court favour, now going into 
their otium-cum-dignitate desuetude. Magnesia is much in use, 
pulvis antimonialis is more in request than formerly, and so of 
certain of the vegetable tinctures. Among the alkaloids, belladon- 
na, conium, hyoscyamus and stramonium are most prescribed. 
Tincture of iodine is on the wane, while the hydriodate of potassa 
has gained in an increased inverse ratio. Quinine has superceded all 
the preparations of the bark, and the pulvis eccoproticus is making 
inroads upon the domains of elixirs and cordials ; senna is also 
largely used, domestically and otherwise. Of the ordinary purga- 
tives, calomel and jalap is still the cor}*phceus ; drastics are far less 
employed with ourselves than in Europe, and infusions, so conspic- 
uous in continental practice, are here in the back-ground. Tinctures 
in the eyes of the faculty are gradually losing caste. 

Adulteration of Medicines. — Here is a vast autre, deep concealed, 
which it requires a masic sesame to open. The costlier medicines 
are not to be obtained in purity, short of the exercise of careful 
inquiry, joined to a practical familiarity with the Materia Medica. 
For example, opium can be had at 2 or 3 dollars the pound ; rhu- 
barb at 60 or 30 cents ; sarsaparilla at 30 or 10 cents. One sort of 
of senna will have twice the activity of another, and the same dif- 
ference holds of the barks, and of many other aFticles. As a spe- 
cimen of the trickeries of the trade, jalap wood (lignum jalapap), a 
preparation comparatively inert, has been pulverized and mixed 
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with jalap root, so as not to be readily cognizable even to the prac- 
ticed eye, yet so as to be afforded at one-sixth the price of the gen- 
uine article. The business of adulterating medicines, whether by 
admixtures or factitious substitutions, is not limited to the small fry, 
but is conducted on a liberal scale of magnificence at more than 
one of our Hong depots — a fact which, if any matter of news to 
the faculty, is no news to the trader. An occasional peep into the 
alia penetralia of some of our pharmacopoeial alchemists, might 
draw forth some very pretty themes for a professional novelist. 

A. CALKINS, M. D., 
Chairman of the Committee on Pharmacy. 
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NEW YORK, JULY 28, 1841. 



Country Medical Schools. — Many changes have taken place in the dif- 
ferent country schools since the last annual courses of lectures, and we 
are glad to see that the plan of appointing lecturers on probation, first . 
adopted by the College of Physicians and Surgeons of this city, is now 
resorted to by several other institutions. It is the only method by which 
our medical faculties can be filled up with good and efiicient teachers. 
In the New Hampshire Medical Institution, Edward E. Phelps, M. D., 
and Edmund R. Peaslee, M. D., have been appointed lecturers, the. for- 
mer on Materia Medica, Medical Jurisprudence and Medical Botany, the 
latter on Anatomy and Physiology, We had feared that the Berkshire 
Medical Institution was disorganized by the resignations of Drs. Parker 
and Watts, and the death of Dr. Palmer, but the trustees have promptly 
filled the different vacancies by a corps of lecturers, who, we doubt not, 
will more than sustain the high reputation which that school has hereto- 
fore acquired. For the new appointments, we refer to the advertisement 
in this week's Gazette, simply stating that Dr. Childs is the only member 
of the last year's faculty. The chair of Theory and Practice in the 
Transylvania University being vacant, the trustees advertised in the 
public prints for candidates, and no less than seventeen presented their 
credentials ; the choice fell upon Elisha Bartlett, M. D., of Lowell, Mass., 
a gentleman already highly esteemed as a teacher, and well known as a 
medical literateur. 



We give, on page 47, a synopsis of the inquests held by the coroner 
daring the last four weeks. This it is our purpose to continue every four 
weeks — we hope that it will have some present interest, and also be found 
useful for future reference. It is our intention in like manner to give, 
once in four weeks, a prices current, a report of deaths, and a meteorolo- 
gical table— one or other of these will appear in each number, and each 
will be published once in four weeks. 
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Excellent Appointment. — T. Romeyn Beck, M. D., has been appointed 
Prof, of Materia Medica in the Albany Medical College. The same dis- 
tinguished gentleman was at a late meeting of the Regents of the Univer- 
sity of the State of , New York, chosen Secretary to that body. 



ANALYTICAL DEPARTMENT. 

Clark on Climate. — A third edition (1841) of Sir Jas. Clark's work 
on the *' Sanative Influence of Climate," has just reached this country. 
It has been almost entirely re-written. We make from it the following 
extracts, which cannot fail to be useful to those who are about advising 
patients to avail themselves of the influence of a change of air. 

" Unfortunately for the character of climate as a remedy, it has too 
often been resorted to, either as a last resource, or it has been misapplied 
in cases wherein it would otherwise have been capable of yielding es- 
sential service. Patients who really might have derived much benefit 
from change of climate, have been too often sent abroad without proper 
directions regarding the situations most suited to their complaints, and alto- 
gether uninstructed respecting various circumstances, a due attention to 
which is necessary to give full eflect to the best selected climate. The 
' air or climate is often regarded by patients as possessing some specific 
quality, by virtue of which it immediately cures the disease, and hence 
other circumstances essential to recovery, as a due regard to the nature 
of the case and attention to proper regimen, are neglected." '* The ques- 
tion has often been put to me, which is the best climate ? The truth is, 
no one climate or situation is the best in all cases." " 1 would strongly 
advise every person who goes abroad for the recovery of his health, to 
consider the change as placing him merely in a more favorable situation 
for the operation of other remedies in the removal of his disease, and to 
bear constantly in. mind, that the beneficial influence of climate requires 
to be aided by such a dietetic regimen and general mode of living, as 
would have been requisite had he remained in his own country." " Er- 
rors in diet, exposure to cold, over fatigue, and excitement in 'sight see- 
ing,' frequenting crowded and over-heated rooms, keeping late hours, dec. 
are among the commonest counteracting causes." 



Cases treated hy Electricity, — We publish in this day's Gazette some of 
Dr. Bird's cases, cured by electricity. We shall give others in future 
numbers. 

Case of paralysis of the extensors of both hands, (dropped hands,) cured 
by electricity. — Jam.es Ibbotson, aged 27, O. P., a coach painter ; admit- 
ted Dec. 5, 1840. States that three months ago he felt a numbness, first 
in the right, then in the left hand : both are now paralyzed : he is unable 
to raise either. Has suffered from colica pictonum. 

Sparks from the spine thrice a week, for six or eight minutes. 

Dec. 20. Has rapidly regained power over his huids, and was this day 
discharged quite well. 
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Paralysis of right leg^ following rheumatism, cured by electricity, — 
Dan. Dennis, Aet. 38. Eight months previously, after exposure to damp 
and cold, became affected with rheumatism affecting all his hands ; this 
under treatment was relieved, but he was left destitute of all power over 
the right leg, sensation being tolerably perfect. 

July 9t 1840. Sparks on alternate days from the region of the lumbar 
vertebrse and down the affected limb. 

Aug. 18. Has gradually regained power over the limb, and left, to-day, 
quite well. 

Paralysis of the motion of the right half of the body, (Hemiplegia.) — 
Stephen Burn, aged 1 1, admitted Jan. 15, 1840. Total loss of motion of 
the right leg and side, which appeared seven weeks before while in bed. 
He has been gradually getting worse, and has been cupped, taken mercury, 
his head shaved, &c., without any marked benefit. He was carried from 
the ward into the electrical room, being quite unable to walk. Sparks 
were freely drawn from the spine and affected limbs. The effect was re- 
markable : for the boy almost immediately recovered power over the pre- 
viously paralyzed side, and he walked back into the ward, with only the 
aid of a stick. In a few days he was completely well. 

Paralysis of left arm, from injury, cured by electricity, ^^Thos. Cunning- 
ham, Aet. 50, fell, going up stairs, with his left arm bent under him. On 
recovering from the shock, he found himself completely deprived of mo- 
tion and sensation in any part of the arm ; this continued for three weeks. 
Weak shocks were passed on the 6th June, 1 837, from the cervical region 
to the tips of the fingers daily. 

July 17. So much improved as to be able to resume his occupation of 
shoe-making. 

Hysteric paralysis of the lower half of the body, cured by electricity.-^ 
Jane Goulder, Aet. ] 5., admitted Oct. 6th. Six months ago, suffered from 
what was presumed to be an injury of the ancle, as she appeared to have 
lost all power to use it ; but in a week afterwards, after an hysteric attack, 
she became completely paraplegic, whether of sensation or motion, of the 
lower extremities. At the time of her admission, she had slight return of 
power, being able to move her toes. Menstruates regularly but with pain. 
Shocks ordered to be passed from the sacrum to the toes daily. 

Oct. 18. No remains of paralysis. 23. Presented cured. 



Iodide of Iron, in Phthisis. — Dr. Dupasquier, a professor of chemistry 
and pharmacy in, and a physician to the Hotel Dieu of Lyons, has pub- 
lished in the Journal de Pharmacie of Paris, March, 1841, a memoir on 
the prot-ioduret of Iron and its preparation, which he says he has for 
some time employed with remarkable success, in the treatment of phthisis 
pulmonalis. He considers phthisis, and not incorrectly, as an alteration of 
the whole organism identical with scrofulous degeneration. Having 
obeenred that die. preparations of Iodine which contained a notable quan* 
tity of it in a free state, were ill supported by patients, he prepared a solu* 
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tion of colorless prot-ioduret of Iron, perfectly neutral and perfectly pure, 
which had never been before employed in the treatment of diseases. In pro- 
posing a novel treatment of tuberculous disease, Dupasquier does not rely 
on a few facts, but upon sir years of continual practice in a large hospital, 
in the presence of dressers and pupils. The first physicians of Lyons and 
its environs employ it daily. But Dr. D. only claims for it to be a reme^ 
dy infinitely more useful than any hitherto exhibited in the disease, often 
inert, but often considerably amending all the symptoms, restoring hope 
and soothing the approach of death. Sometimes, though very rarely, it cau- 
ses cures, or perfect cicatrization of cavities which had been distinctly per- 
ceptible by auscultation, in patients who had reached the very last degree 
of marasmus, and who subsequently regained their flesh and healthy ap- 
pearance. It is an essential condition of its success that the prot-ioduret 
of Iron be perfectly neutral, and colorless. The formula for making what 
the inventor calls *' the normal solution of the prot-ioduret of Iron, of Dr. 
Dupasquier" is as follows. 

R. Iodine 10 grammes, (jiiss.) 
Iron filings, 20 do (3v.) 
Distilled water, 80 do (3xx.) 
Introduce the whole into a small matrass, and keep it plunged for ten 
minutes heated to 70 or 80^ centigrade (126o to 144° Fahr.) but not 
boiling, shaking the mixture at intervals and until the brown color is en- 
tirely gone. The preparation cannot be preserved even for an hour. It 
must immediately be made into syrup or pills, thus : 
Syrup of the Prot-ioduret of Iron. 
R. Solut. normal., prot-iodur. ferri. 4 grammes, (ji.) 

Syr. of Gum. colorless and very thick, 200 do ' (3vi. ^ii.) 
Syr. of orange flower, do do 50 do (^xiiss.) 
Mix accurately by agitation for a few minutes. 

This syrup will keep for a month, and every dessert spoonful contains 
about four drops of the solution. 

Pills of the Prot-ioduret of Iron. 
R. lodioe, 8 grammes, (^ij.) 

Iron filings, 16 do (3i^) 
Distilled water, 25 do (jiv. 15 grs.) 
Prepare it like the normal solution, filter it, pour it into a clean iron 
spoon, and add honey 20 grammes ; evaporate it rapidly till the disap- 
pearance of a large portion of the water of the prot-ioduret of Iron, or 
until the mixture acquires the density of a clear syrup : then add gradu- 
ally, continually agitating the syrup with a spatula, 12 grammes (3iij ) of 
gum tragacanth in powder. The mass to be divided into 200 pills, each 
of which represents about four drops of the nof mal solution. They keep 
a long time, and on a section should appear colorless and slightly translu- 
cent. They may advantageously be used as substitutes for those of 
Blaud and Vallet, in the treatment of chlorosis. 

The dose of the normal solution is 15 drops a day, which may be grad- 
ually increased to 120 in the twenty-four hours. The diet consists essen- 
tially of roast beef or mutton, and the use of the remedy must be perse- 
vered in. Slight diarrhosa is not a reason for its discontinuance. 
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We publish, 4o-day, the curious case given in Dr. Babbington's paper on 
epilepsy, in Guy's Hospital Reports, and which we promised in our notice 
of the work. 

Mrs. P., aged 50, dark hair and eyes, middle height and moderately 
stout. Menstruated at 17, enjoyed good health till 30, when she married. 
From grief for the loss of children, she became subject to fits of crying, 
which often recurred after fatigue. Has always been subject to head- 
aches, but they became more frequent and violent six years ago ; she then 
began to have pain at the side of the neck, passing to the top of the head, 
so intense as to confine her to bed for a day or two. This continued two 
years. She then had an epileptic seizure of the apoplectic variety. She 
recovered by free depletion ; but remained in bed two weeks. After 
this she had paroxysms of crying every other day, lasting six hours. On 
the alternate day she was perfectly well. At the end of two years she 
had another, and eleven months after, a third epileptic fit, and from that 
time to the present she has had seizures at intervals of two or three 
months. Gradually the crying fits have passed into fits of imbecility, 
and for many months she has been, upon her ill day, completely imbecile, 
will remain for hours without moving, and at other times be restless with- 
out cause — the memory is lost, the senses torpid, the appetite gone. 
Such is her state on the ' " ill day," On the " well day" she is as well as 
she ever was in her life, attends to domestic duties and mixes in society. 
Thus is her life equally divided between sanity and in^ecility. 



Vaccination, — The following table, prepared by M. Villeneuve, reporter 
of a commission appointed by the Roy. Ac. de Med.^ exhibits some gen- 
eral results of vaccinations and re-vaccinations performed, and the number 
and issue of the cases of small pox afler vaccination in those who had 
been vaccinated, compiled from reports sent in from forty-one departments 
of France. 
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1 1,976 


365 1 8 



From the above table it appears, that only one re-vaccination in thirteen 
or fourteen succeeded. — An, de Hygeiene et de Med, Leg, 

At a meeting, lately, of the Roy. Med. Ch. Soc, Dr. Gregory gave it as 
his opinion, that the best period for vaccinating was about the fourth 
month, as the arm was then generally plump and there were no contend- 
ing influences in the constitution, such as teething. He alluded t6 a 
family of ten children, one of whom had died of smallpox after vaccina- 
tion. Eight of the others were re-vaccinated under his own eye. In 
half of these the disease was attended by perfect vesicles and areolas, in 
others these were mere irritable papul». The difference in the effect 
was not at all traceable to age. 
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In the London Medical Soc., Mr. Dendy alludes to three cases which 
had come under his observation, of secondary smallpox, occurring in 
children who were deeply pitted by a first attack of the disease, while 
other children who had been protected by vaccination, merely sufiered 
from a varioloid eruption which was followed by no secondary fever. 

Mr. Proctor stated that a friend of his had lately lost a child from ery- 
sipelatous inflammation, consequent upon vaccination. A child was vac- 
cinated with excellent matter, by a friend of the editor of this journal, in 
whom erysipelatous inflammation, with suppuration, attacked the arm, 
crossed the chest and extended to the other arm, and was fatal in about 
three weeks. 



BlautTs Pills, — We extract from a late number of the Journal de Phar- 
macie, a new formula for the pills of Blaud, so noted in France for the 
treatment of amenorrhoea. R. Pure crystal, sulph. ferri, 3iv, — pulverize 
and dry at a temperature of 54° to 72° — triturate to a fine powder, then 
take of sub-carbonate potash, (dry and powdered) ^ivj — mix the two pow- 
ders and add 3;iij. honey, or enough to make a mass which at first soft 
soon hardens — make it into ninety-six pills. 



Ligature of the Subclavian Artery — additional cases, — The July num- 
ber of our excellent contemporary, the American Journal of the Medical 
Sciences, contains another " case of ligature of the subclavian artery 
for the cure of an Axillary Aneurism caused by a gun-shot wound, by ' 
Josiah C. Nott, M: D., of Mobile, Ala.'* The patient while hunting 
was wounded by the accidental discharge of his gun, in the wrist and 
axilla. The former was amputated, and a slough formed in the latter, 
from which, during the separation of the slough, profuse haemorrhage fre- 
quently occurred. On the cicatrization of this cavity, the aneurism com- 
menced. The artery was tied on the 27th Nov., 1 838, the ligature was 
brought away by a little management on the 31st day, but even 5 months 
after, there was so much pulsation in the tumor as to alarm the patient. 
Two years after the operation, he was perfectly well in every respect. - 

In tbe report of cases in which this artery was tied, contained in the 
very able article by Dr. Gross, noticed in our last number, no allusion is 
made to the case published in the American Jour, of Med. Science, Feb., 
1839, of " successful' ligature of the subclavian artery, by G. H. White, 
M. D., of Hudson, New York." The patient, ayoung man, was stabbed in 
the shoulder. The ligature came away on the 17th day, and the patient was 
well in three weeks. We have now therefore a total of thirty cases in all, 
of which eighteen were successful, and of which six were performed by 
American surgeons, to one of whom belongs the credit of first performing 
it successfully — the late venerated Wright Post, Mt D., of this city. 



It is oor painful duty to announce the sadden death of one of our old- 
est and most respectable physicians. Dr. Wm. Baldwin died, July 22d, 
1841, in the 62d year of his age. 
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From the Dublin Journal j of July ^ 1841. — Loss of the Corpora Caver- 
nosa. — Mr. Hill exhibited to the Pathological Society of Dublin a very 
curious condition of the penis. He could give no account of the case, as 
the condition alluded to was not discovered until after death. He observed 
that the penis presented a very flaccid appearance in consequence of the 
absence of the corpora cavernosa. The glans was of the usual size and 
color, but hung down as if connected to the penis only by integuments. 
Immediately above and behind the glans was a fistulous opening, extend- 
ing from which, along the dorsum of organ, was a linear cicatrix of two 
and a half inches in length. Opposite the posterior extremity of this cica- 
trix, and in the inferior surface of the penis, was another fistulous opening, 
leading into the urethra. On introducing a probe into the urethra Uirough 
the natural orifice, it passed out at the opening above and behind the glans, 
the urethra being impervious between this point and the inferior fistulous 
opening, through which an instrument could be passed into the bladder. 
On removing the integuments, which were perfectly healthy, the corpora 
cavernoea were seen terminating abruptly about two and a half inches 
behind the glans, the corpus spongiosum being continued forward to the 
glans, but reduced to the size of a crow quill, and much condensed in struc- 
ture. The history of the case was not known, but it was probable the 
penis bad been the seat of violent inflammation which had produced slough- 
ing of the anterior portion of the corpora cavernosa. 



The Hydrocephaloid Disease, — " My own experience leads me to con- 
cur entirely in the opinion expressed by Dr. Marshall Hall, that the dis- 
ease almost universally results from relaxation of the bowels. If, then, 
upon inquiry, it be found that the complaint originated in disorder of the 
bowels ; if purging has continued more or less throughout its whole pro- 
gress, and the head has only become secondarily aflected ; if, aAer the 
application of leeches, the central symptoms have increased rather than 
diminished, and purgative medicines have aggravated rather than mitigated 
the disease, I believe, as I have ever found, that stimulants and astringents^ 
with good wholesome and nutritious diet freely and frequently adminis- 
tered, will very speedily remove the worst features of the case." — Hughes, 
Gvy*s Hospital Reports. 



Coagulable Urine. — It has been observed that the urin6 of patients who 
take copaiba, coagulates by nitric acid. Cubebs does the same. The 
precipitate thus aflbrded is cloudy and opaque, and simulates albumen, but 
it does not subside for several days, while that of albumen does in an 
hour or two. Again, if the suspected urine be acidulated with acetic acid, 
and the ferro-cyanuret of potassium be added, albumen, if present, is im- 
mediately thrown down, but not in the opposite event. Perhaps it is in 
this way that copaiba has been supposed to cause albuminous urine. In 
testing urine, heat an(L nitric acid both should always be uj)ed. Of 482 
cases taken promiscuously from the Guy's hospital wards, 7 per cent were 
found to have urine whicn was aflected by heat, (causing a precipitation 
of the earthy phosphates) and not by nitric acid. Mr. D. Francis has re- 
cently examined the urine of fifteen persons laboring under ptyali^m, 
from which it may safely be cotieluded, that mercury does not always in- 
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duce albuminous urine. In one case of albuminous urine, the albumen 
entirely disappeared under the mercurial influence.^/^eer, in Guy*s Hosp. 
Reports, April j 1841. 



Operation for Amaurosis. —At a late meeting of the Westminster Med- 
ical Society, Dr. Adams introduced a new mode of healing defective 
lesion — a kind of functional amaurosis, depending possibly [?] on the mor- 
bid contraction of the recti muscles, by which pressure is made upon 
the optic nerve. He divides the recti, as for strabismus. He (bund this 
of great service in several cases, the sight in some was instantly restored. 
There was no squinting in any of the cases. We find the above in the 
Lancet among the proceedings of the society. Is it true ? or can it be 
meant for a quiz on the eye and tongue cutters T We are at a loss to 
decide. — Ed. Gaz. 



GLEANINGS. 



The medical, or rather the surgical profession, are all alive on the sub- 
ject of the operation for stammering, or as they say *' tongue cutting,^* 
Dr. A. C. Post led the way, having performed the first operation. Dr. 
Schmidt followed. Dr. Parker has operated twice, and Dr. Mott twice.* 
The operations generally performed have been the division of the genio- 
glossi or that of the frenum only. The amount of benefit derived still 
continues to be one of that small number of things about which doctors 

diflTer. We chronicle the facts, giving no opinion upon them. Our city 

has been for the last month remarkably healthy, and par consequence 
doctors idle — or only kept from being so, by a most assiduous and praise' 

worthy* attention to chronic cases. It is said that an eminent physician 

of New Orleans has proved, by post mortem examination, that the coup de 
soleil causes death by inducing apoplexy of the lungs and not of the brain. 

The yellow fever is spreading in the Havana, and has proved very 

fatal to Americans. A vessel from Mobile arrived at Boston a few days 
since, with a case of yellow fever onboard — but the disease did not exist 
in Mobile. Three females and a male died on the 14th inst., at Black- 
well's Island, in consequence of drinking very freely of tincture of san- 
guinaria, which ttiey discovered while cleaning out the apothecary's shop, 

and which they drank, supposing it to be good brandy. The population 

of Houston, in Texas, is now four thousand ; it has been settled l^ve years, 
and the number of burials in that period has been about six thousand, or 
an average of say three per diem : truly it would seem to be that " bourne 
from whence no trareller returns ;" the same ratio of mortality would 
give, in this city, say fifteen hundred deaths per week. The number of 

deaths in Washington for the month of June, was twenty-five. The 

present heterogeneous population of Saratoga hs^ been thrown into a 
state of indignant excitement, by the determination of the owners of the 
Pavilion Spring that it shall not be open gratuitously to the use of the 
public, they holding to the doctrine that themselves, as well as the public, 
ought to derive benefit from the use of the waters. 
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College of Phys. and Surg., New rorA.—Middleton Goldsmith, M. D., 
has been appointed Prosector to the Professor of Surgery in this institution. 

Statistics. — Synopsis of inquests held by Dr. C. B. Archer, coroner of 
the city and county of New York, from the 9th of June, 1841, to the 8th 
of July, both inclusive. 

Whole number of inquests, 59. Males, 42 ; females, 17. 

Ages. — Still bom, 2 ; under 1 year, 8 ; over 1 and under 5 years, 1 ; 
over 5 and under 15 years, 2 ; over 15 and under 35 years, 20 ; over 35 
and under 50 years, 13 ; over 50 and under 75 years, 3 ; unknown, 10. 

Nativity.— United States, 19; Ireland, 17; England, 2; France, 2 ; 
Scotland, 1 ; Germany, 1 ; Bermuda, 1 ; unknown, 16. 

Causes of Death. — Homicide, 0; accidents, drowned, 14 ; run over 
by vehicles, 3 ; suffocated, 1 ; injuries from fall, 1 ; total, 19. 

Suicide. — By drowning, 1 ; by fire-arms, 1 ; by poison, 1 ; total, 3. 

Diseases. — Of the head, 8 ; throat, 1 ; chest, 11 ; bowels, 3 ; from can- 
cer, 1 ; convulsions, 1 ; delirium tremens, 2 ; intemperance, 3; maras- 
mus, 1 ; total, 31. 

Other Causes. — Drinking cold water, 4 ; still bom, 2 ; total, 6 : grand 
total, 59. 

To the Subscribers to the New York Journal of Medicine and Surgery.^ 
This Journal having been discontinued, the list of country subscribers has, 
by the liberality of the publishing committee, been handed to the publisher 
of the Gazette. To each of these the Gazette will be sent. Those who 
do not wish it continued, will please return this number to the publisher 
with their address written upon it. Those who do not will be considered 
subscribers. 



UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK. 
Department of Medidnt. 
The Council of Uie University having organized their Department of Medicine, preparations have 
been made for commencing the coarse of instruction in October next. 

Faculty. 
Valentine Mott, M. D., Professor of Sargery. 
Granviile Sliarp Pattisnn, M. D., Professor of Anatomy. 
John Revere, M. D., Professor of the Theory and Practice of Medicine. 
Martyn Paine, M. D., Professor of the Institates of Medicine and Materia Medica. 
Gunning S. Bedford, M. D., Professor of Obstetrics and the Diseases of Women and Children. 
John W. Draper, M. D., Professor of Chemistry. 
The Lectures will commence on the last Monday in October, 1841, and continue until the following 
March. Fees for the whole course of Lectures, $105. Matriculation fee. $5. Graduation fee, $30. 
The College edifice, formerly the Stuyvesant Institute, is situated in Broadway, in the vicinity of 
the University. It is fitted up with every convenience for carrying on an effective course of instruc- 
tion. 

The Museum will contain the collection of the Professor df Surgery, Dr. Mott, which is rich in 
specimens illustrative of his department ; that of Dr. Bedford, which has been removed from the 
Medical College at Albany ; ana one which is being provided by the Faculty. 

As a large part of the Museum of the Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia, belongs to the 
Professors or Anatomy and the Practice of Physic, who have been translated from that school to oc- 
cupy the corresponding chairs in the Department of Medicine of the Umversity of New York, it will 
come to form a valuable addition to the Museum of this Institution. 

The Lectures on Chemistry will be illustrated by an apparatus expressly provided for this purpose, 
and containing all that is reouiTed for teaching a science daily increasing in interest. The Cabinet of 
Mateiia Medica will be amply provided with specimens. 

A Surgical (^Unique has been instituted in the College edifice, under the care of t^e Profeasora of 
Surgery and Anatomy. Attendance is given every Saturday for the gratnitoos reUefof the poor. It 
IS believed that this will open an extensive field of professional observation to the student of Medi- 
cine. The Professor of Midwifery has also made arrangements to secure cases of accoocbements 
to the advanced students. 
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All medical itadent»; atteoding lectures in New York, are admitted to the priTileces which an at- 
tendance on the wards of the New York Hospital famish, on payment of a fee of |«,00. Thejr are 
permitted to witness, gratuifcuslf^ the treatment of th« patienu of the New York Eje and Ear In- 
firmary. 

The Dissecting-room of the University, an attendance on which is optional, is wider the direction 
of the Professor of Anatomy, who has secured the assistance of able demonstrators ; it will be amply 
supplied with the material for the study of practical Anatomy. It is a hall seventy-five feet long and 
forty wide, with an elevation of twenty feet ; it is well ventilated and furnished with every conve- 
nience for making dissections. Ti<-kei $5,00 

The examinations for degrees will commence on the first of March, and be continued daily, until all 
the candidates shall have been examined. 

Requisites for GradmatioHf 4<* 

Ist. The candidate must be tweniy-one years of age. 

9nd. He must have aiiended two courses of Medical Lectures, one of which most have been de- 
livered in the Department of Medicine o( the University. 

3d. He must have studied medicine three years, (the term of atUndlng lectures being included in 
them,) under the direction of a medical practitioner. 

4th. He must write a Medical Thesis, In the English, Latin or French language. 

Two commencements take place annually.in the University, at either of which the candidate! who 
have complied with the above requisitions may graduate ; the first is in March, the other about the 
middle of July. 

Payments for tickets will be received by the Professors, in the coirent notes of the solvent banks 
of the state in which the students respectively reside. 

Respectable board and lodging may be obtained in New York, at from $3,50 to $8,00 per week. 

By a resolution of the Faculty, the members of the Profession /rom every part •/ the coimfry, who 
are graduates of medicine and who have been established in the practice of their profession for three 
years, or a longer penod, will, on presenting their Diploma to tne Secretary of the Faculty, be ad- 
mitted gratuitously to all the LectAes of the institution. 

^ JOHN W. DRAPER, Secretary to the Faculty. 

JEFFERSON MEDICAL COLLEGE OF PHILADELPHIA. Session of 1841-41. 
The regular Lectures will commence on the first Monday of November. 
Roblev Dunglison, M. D., Professor of Medicine and Medical Jurisprudence. 
Robert M. Huston, M. D., Professor of Institutes of Materia Medicaand General Therapeutics. 
Joseph Pancoast, M. D., Professor of General, Descriptive and Surgical Anatomy. 
J. K. Mitchell, M. D., Professor of Practice of Medicine. 

Thomas D. Mutter. M. D., Professor of Institutes and Practice of Surgery. , » 

Charles D. Meigs, M. D., Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children. 
Franklin Bache, M. D , Professor of Chemistry. 
On and after the first of October, the dissecting-room will be open, and the Professor of Anatomy 
will give liis personal attendance thereto. Clinical instruction will likewise be given at the Dispen- 
sarv of the College . 

During the coame ample opportunities will be alTorded for clinical instruction ; Professors Dungli- 
son, Huston, and Pancoast being medicsl ofllcers of the Pliiladelphia Hospital ; Professor Meigs of 
the Pennsylvania Hospital ; and Professor Mutter, Surgeon to the Piiiladelpnia Dispensary. 

Professor Dunglison will lecture regularly on Clinical Medicine, and Professor Pancoast on Clinical 
Surgery, at the Philadelphia IJospiial, throuqrhout the course. 

ROBERT M. HUSTON, M. D., Dean of the Faculty. 

BERKSHIRE MEDICAL INSTITUTION.— The annual course of Lectures will commence the 
first Thursdny, 5th, of August, 1841, and continue thirteen weeks. Fee, for the whole course of Lec- 
tures $50 ; fee, for those who have attended two courses at any respectable medical school. $10 ; 
?iiduation fee, $18 : library fee, according to the number of books taken. Board, from $1,50 to $3,00. 
heory and Practice of Medicine and Obstetrics, by H. H. Childs, M. D 
Principles and Practice of Surgery, by Frank H. Hamilton, M. D. 
\ ^Anatomy and Physiology, by James McClintock, M. D. 
General and Special Pathology, by Aionzo Cliirk, M. D. 
Materia Medica and Pharmacy, bv M. A. Lee, M. D. 
Chemistry, Botany and Natural Philosophy, by Chester Dewey, M. D. 
Demonstrator of Anatomy, C. C. Chatiee, M. D. 

Parker L. Hall, Secretary. 
Pittsfield, Mass., July, Ifm. ' 

The Legislature of the State of New York has repealed the law prohibiting the 'graduates of 
other States from practising in New York, without being first examined by the Censors of the Medi- 
cal Society. 



THE NEW YORK MEDICAL GAZETTE-Vr«. C. Roberts, M, D., Editor, is published every 
Wednesday, by lr%ah Turner, M. D., No. 8 Park PlacQ, to whom all communications should be ad- 
dressed, post paid. Price $3 per annum, payable in advance— after three months $4. 

By the regulations of the Post Office Department, Post-Masters are aUowed to forward, under their 
frank, letters written by themselves, conuining money to pay the subscription of third parties to 
any periodical. To render the performance of this act of courtesy less burthensome, the letter should 
f?»C"'!I7 ^<>' y»« Pw'-Master's simature, by the person wishbg to avail himself of the privUere. 
S '•/•"•' "^* ^*^**' "^^ ""ly "^e <*®"i»<* by any Post-MasUr. Advertisements inserted en fa- 
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OtllQINAL DEPARTMENT. 

Cdse of Polypus Uteri, removed by Excision : with practical re^ 
marks. By Chandler R. Oilman, M, D., Prof, of Obstetricf 
and of the Diseases of Women and Children in the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons, New York. 

« 

Polypus Uteri is a rare disease, and although it is a well settled 
jmncipie, that the tumor should be removed as soon as possible, yet 
the manner of removal is still matter of dispute. The older 
English writers, are nearly unanimous in favor of the ligature, but 
among the more modern, Simson of Edinburg, Churchill of Dublin, 
Sir B. Brodie and Mr. Amott, favor excision, and I find it stated in 
a late number of the British and Foreign Review, that it is now 
preferred by the majority of English |>ractitioners. On the conti- 
nent, excision- has decidedly the majority in its favor. Dupuytren 
revived and established the practice in France, and in Germany, 
Osiander, Siebold and others have done the same ; it is now every- 
where preferred. 

With all this weight of authority in its favor, I believe the opera- 
tion has not been extensively adopted in America. I cannot find 
that it has ever been performed in New York. The fear of haemor- 
rhage, the authority of some of our most distinguished teachers, 
the habit of preferring the ligature, have each, probably, had their 
weight in producing this result. Believing that excision is, in the 
majority of cases, the better operation, I have thought that the re- 
port of a case in which it was practiced with the most entire suc- 
cess, might do good, by leading the junior members of the profes- 
sion to examine the ground thoroughly before they resolve to ** walk 
in the footsteps of Sieir predecessors." Perhaps even some of the 
more advanced may think proper to reconsider their opinions, and 
adopt an operation which, if it can be proved to be equally safe, is 
certainly in every other respect to be preferred. 

Mew 29, 1841. — ^I was requested by Dr. M*Comb to see a Ger- 

roan ^male, Mrs. M , aged 33 — married three or four months. 

Before seeing her, I received the following history of her case. 
Mrs. M. enjoyed veiv good health and was rather robust till about 
eight months ago, when the menses began to be very profuse, con- 
6 
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t'muing for six or eight days, and very free during all that time* 
During the intervals, however, she h)ad no sanguineous or other dis* 
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fact that a certain number of cases of puerperal fever had appear- 
ed in New York during the last six or eight weeks, was not without 
its weight. It is well known that where puerperal fever has been 
epidemic,.the operation of removing a polypus has been followed 
by a peritonitis, having all the characteristic symptoms of the puer- 
peral epidemic. These considerations determined me to remove 
this tumor by the knife, which I accordingly did, in the presence 
and by the kind assistance of my colleague, Professor Parker. 

The bladder and rectum having been well evacuated, Weiss' spec- 
ulum vaginae was introduced, and upon expanding the blades the tumor 
was brought fairly into view. The color was bright red, and it 
contrasted in this respect very strikingly with the vagina, which was 
singularly pale. I grasped the tumor with a pair of hooked forceps 
and tried to drag it down. I found, however, that here the spec- 
ulum presented an obstacle, for as I'puUed down, the ends of that 
instrument pushed up, or at least supported the parts. Th^ spec- 
ulum, too, hindered the free use of the fingers in the vagina ; it 
was therefore withdrawn, and then the tumor was drawn down till 
the neck, or rather its junction with the anterior lip — for the tumor 
was not pediculated — ^was fairly within reach of the finger. Cooper's 
bistoury, with blunt point and a small portion of cutting ed^e, was 
now introduced flat upon the fore-finger, and when the pomt had 
fairly passed the base of the tumor, a few strokes sufficed to divide 
it On vrithdrawing the polypus in the grasp of the forceps, I was 
prepared for some haemorrhage, and placed a napkin over the vulva ; 
to my surprise, on looking at it after the lapse of several min- 
utes, it was not even tinged. Before I left the room there was a 
very slight stain, but nothing worthy the name of haemorrhage oc- 
curred then or since. The discharge ceasing with the removal of 
the tumor, the recovery was uninterrupted and satisfactory. On 
examining the tumor, it was found to consist of dense white fibrous 
matter, presenting upon its very surface some traces of vascularity, 
but within entirely devoid of anything of the kind. 

Remarks, — There are two or three points about this case to 
which I wish to direct the reader's attention. 1st. The fact that 
though the tumor was itself insensible, yet when pressure commu- 
nicated motion to it, great pain was complained of. The pain in 
this case was doubtless caused by the forcible dilatation of the cer- 
vix when the tumor was moved. May not something of this sort 
have gi^en rise to the opinion that though polypi are verv generally 
not sensible, yet in some rare cases they are acutely so ? j[ throw out 
the idea merely as a suggestion. As an aid to diagnosis, puncturing 
the tumor with a pointed probe, or scratching it with the sharp fin- 
ger nail, should be remembered. 2nd. The bright florid red of the 
tumor, when the vaginal mucous membrane was remarkably pallid. 
This certainly depended on the lining membrane of the tumor. 
What is that fining membrane, and has it any connexion with the 
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profuse hfiemorrhages by which these cages of polypi are distin* 
guished ? The source of these hemorrhages has long been a dis- 
puted point, and is yet involved in the most profound obscurity. 
Gooch believes, that the flow is from the lining membrane of the 
tumor. Hamilton contends, that to support the growth of the tumor, 
a sanguineous flux takes place to the uterus. I^vret refers it to the 
distension of the uterus, the enlargement and opening of its venous 
sinuses. " Hence," says he — and the remark is quoted with ap- 
proval by Boivin and Duges — ^** polypi of the cervix seldom cause 
haemorrhage." In this conflict of opinion, I confess I incline to that 
of Gooch, and I am somewhat strengthened in my opinion, by the 
appearance of gre^t vascularity by which the surface of this polypus 
was distinguished, as well from the cervix uteri as from the vagina. 
At any rate, the fact of vascularity is worth noting. 3rd. As to 
the operation, the directions in the books are, to grasp the tumor, 
drag it down till the stalk pass out of the vagina, then with a bis- 
toury or scissors cut it ofi* close to the vulva. This, as I happen to 
know, was the practice of Lisfranc. Now to this dragging down 
I object, as inflicting both unnecessary pain and additional 
danger on the patient, and being quite unnecessary. That it gives 
very great pain will readily be believed, but is it not equally cer- 
tain that it is attended with danger? When we thus pull the 
uterus down, upon what does the strain fall 7 certainly upon the re- 
flexions of peritoneum, forming the broad, the utero-sacral, and the 
utero-vesical, ligaments. Now, this peritoneum is slightly, if at all, 
extensible, and therefore can only give way by being detached at 
some point or points. Is not this violence oflered to the peritoneum 
exactly the means most likely to produce the thing we have chiefly 
to fear after this operation, I mean peritonitis? But is this drag- 
ging the polypus out of the vulva, necessary ? I think not. If the 
pedicle is fairly within reach of the Angers at the point where we 
wish to divide it, and we use a bistoury with blunt point and little 
cutting edge, especially if the blade have some lateral curvature, 
the operation can be performed without much difliculty ; and, sup- 
posing the operator to possess a reasonable share of caution and 
dexterity, without the slightest danger of wounding cither the cervix 
or the vagina. I had intended to ofier some observations on the 
comparative merits of excision and ligature, but my paper has 
already extended to suflScient length, and I must defer them. 
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We promised to recur to the subject of medical education, and to sug- 
gest what appeared to us the only feasible mode of counteracting the 
downward tendency which now obviously pervades the profession. That 
such a tendency does exist, that there is a growing disposition in some 
quarters to lower the standard of medical education, cannot be doubted. 
The reasons for this are obvious enough : they are, 1st, the multiplication 
of medical schools, and the consequent rivalry between different estab- 
lishments. If this (ivalry incited the teachers in the various schools to in- 
creased efforts, it would do nothing but good ; and this it does in some in- 
stances, but not, we fear, in the majority. Too oflen, the new schools 
from position are utterly and fatally restricted from the means of giving a 
complete course of instruction, and from this or other causes, are unable 
to maintain a contest upon the merits of the case, with their established 
rivals. What is then to be done ? New ground must be taken — an ap- 
peal is made to the pockets of the student. — *< We cannot do so well," 
say they, " but we can work eheaper.^^ " There must be colleges provi- 
ded, where doctors can be made cheaply" This argument, almost in the 
words we have repeated, we have ourselves heard used, and earnestly 
pressed. This is one cause of difficulty. The unhappy license system 
in our state, is another ; but here, fortunately, the very excess of the evil 
is working a cure, and the readiness with which licenses have been ob- 
tained, has lowered the price, till the article is now nearly a drug in the 
market. The patronage afforded to quacks is another great cause, why 
medical education is less highly prized than formerly. But it is time for 
us to indicate our remedy for these evils. To diminish the number of 
colleges is impracticable, and would, perhaps, be unwise. For any par- 
ticular institution to take the lead alone, increase its requisitions, and aug- 
ment its charges, would clearly be impolitic for it, and of little benefit *u> 
the public — the license system cannot be destroyed, but is fast falling into 
neglect and decay. Little mischief need be feared from it. What then 
can be done ? Plainly only this : the colleges, without formally increas- 
ing their requirements, as to time or number of branches, must afford ad- 
ditional facilities for instruction, and thus tempt and encourage the student 
to add to his stock of knowledge, and to the number of branches he stu- 
dies. It will not do for any institution to require an acquaintance with 
comparative anatomy, (or medical botany,) as a requisite for graduation ; 
bat any institution may offer to its students facilities for prosecuting these 
studies, and thus allure those whom they cannot drive. Neither is it ' 
practicable for any single school to increase the time of study ; but any 
school may incite its pupils to a better improvement of the time already 
allotted. That much may be done in this way is certain ; one great evil 
18, that the winter is ahready too much crowded, the summer too much un- 
occupied. For four months, the students are ** worked to death"— then 
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for eight, they are left too much to themselves. Here, we say to all the 
schools, is your error, and here you must make a change. Improve the 
summer ; occupy the summer. We are very glad to find that the College 
of Physicians and Surgeons, in this city, has made a move in this matter. 
The course of spring lectures, and the preparatory lectures, to be delivered 
in October (see circular, in this day's Gazette^) will employ four of the eight 
idle months — but this is not enough — the other four, or two of them certain- 
iy, must be used. We trust and believe, that the recent improvements in 
the college are but the pledges of more and better things. But will not the 
students refuse to attend these spring and fall lectures ? The late spring 
course affords a conclusive reply to such a doubt. These lectures were 
undertaken by three of the faculty, assisted by a few of their private and 
professional friends. They were got up in a hurry, with all the disad- 
vantages attendant on a first attempt, and what was the result ? We find stu- 
dents from all parts of this and the adjoining states, come to New York to at- 
tend them ; the course is concluded with perfect satisfaction, and will be 
begun again next spring with the promise of increased advantages. 

We have no doubt that the fall preparatory course will be equally suc- 
cessful. This is the true policy. Improve medical education, by affording 
additional facilities of instruction — increase the time of study, by employing 
usefully and pleasantly every hour of the limited period now required. 



We have received, with very great pleasure, the first number of a new 
series of Dunglison's Med. Library. This publication is on a good plan 
and deserves success. That it may obtain it is, our most sincere wish. 
The present number commences the republication of Sir James Clark's 
work on climate. 



ANALYTICAL DEPARTMENT. 

Every one who has perused the writings of Dr. D. D. Davis, of Lon- 
don, author of the Operative Midwifery, &c., must have been struck with 
the pomposity, prolixity and minuteness, not less than the inaccuracy, of 
his style. He is evidently a man who thinks highly of himself and of 
every thing which he does and says, and expresses himself in a mixture 
of blandness with sesquipedalian magniloquence, which is extremely 
amusing. Nevertheless, he is an ingenious man, an excellent operative 
acoucheur and skilful physician, and there is in his long-winded case of 
" acuje hydrocephalus exposed to great danger from delay in the treat- 
ment, in consequence of (its) being misunderstood in the first instance," 
some valuable practical information, which will benefit both young and old. 

The patient was a delicate little child, aged dve years, who fell at school, 
and hurt her occiput. Sickness and vomiting harassed her during the 
whole of the remainder of the afternoon of the second day after, and during 
the third. The physician who saw her, treated her for gastric irritation 
simply, and in a few days took his leave, supposing his patient well. 
*' The little patient thought otherwise, as also did her mother, and other 
members of the family," and Mr. Langley was consulted, who, " having 
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freqiiently*8een eases of acute hydrocephalus, in consultation with my self ^^ 
** instantly recognized and reported the case as one unquestionably of wa- 
ter in the bead." One of inflammation of the brain or its membranes, 
tending to efiusion of serum, if you please, dear doctor, but hardly one yet, 
either of" water in the head," or " hydrocephalus," nor in the sequel either. 
The term is a misnomer. Mr. lVangley,6nding that he had got a serious case 
to treat, " suggested that it might be proper to take my opinion upon the 
subject, as be wished for my assistance in its further practical manage- 
ment !" ** It unfortunately happened that on the day in question my attend- 
ance could not be obtained until a late hour in the evening." There were 
then no marked gastric symptoms, and upon the whole, " I should say 
that the little patient had become the subject of an ardent pyrexia, which 
was considerably advanced in the first or formative stage of hydrocephalic 
congestion." We trust that our younger brethren will take notice of this 
fullness of expression, that in drawing up their cases, or in giving their 
professional opinion, they may do it in such a way as to convey their 
ideas in at once a surpassingly accurate manner, and in one calculated to 
enhance their own dignity, learning, importance, and that of their profes- 
sion, in the eyes of the vulgar. Now as to " my treatment ;" eleven ounces 
of blood were taken from behind the ears, and she fainted ; on recovery 
from which, she had my usual dose of an emetic administered to her, and 
on the subsequent morning, ^salomel and jalap. One of Mlntosh's cold 
water cushions was placedunder the occiput, and spirituous lotions applied 
to the superior and anterior parts of the head. Next day the patient had 
less fever, but was still inflexibly grave. " I was requested to pay a 
second visit in the evening, in order that the family might then, peradven- 
ture, obtain my opinion as to the probable result of the case. The usual 
train of fatal symptoms not having yet manifested themselves, I felt it 
my duty to give a cautious but encouraging opinion." " Our next object 
was to excite a gentle salivation. Six doses daily, of gr. iij each, of calo- 
mel, with an equal quantity of pulv. tragac. comp., with a very minute 
addition to each of powdered opium, to check its action on the bowels, 
were ordered." Powdered jalap was added to the first dose or two of 
the calomel, in order to obtain suflScient freedom of the bowels at the 
commencement of the treatment. The cold water cushion, which was a 
great favorite with the patient, was continued, and also, without remis- 
sion, the spirituous lotions. " If the little patient's malady had been duly 
recognized on the first day of her indisposition, and treated by bleeding, 
ad deliquium, and by an emetic, and purgative of calomel and jalap, agree- 
ably to the method of treatment recommended in my recently published 
tract on acute hydrocephalus, there is no good reason to suppose that the 
case would not at once have yielded to the practice in question. This is 
an unvarnished statement of facts, and for the benefit of the profession 
and of society, I publish them as a beacon to young practitioners, to warn 
them against too much confidence in their ovm ability to decide definitively 
at once, and, as it were, extempore, upon the diagnosis is of certain insidi- 
ous and dangerous diseases. I lately saw a case with Mr. Bartlett, in 
which the question was, how far it was exclusively a case of gastric irri- 
tation, or having superadded a state of congestion of the vessels of the 
head. I decided on the former view of the case, although I have to ac- 
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knowledgB that I came to that opinion with some difficulty. The univer* 
sality of the worm fever theory of hydrocephalus, not less than Mr. Aber* 
nethy's, of disorder of the gastric functions, has pretty nearly ceased to 
exist." The result of the case is, by some oversight, not stated, though 
we presume it was successful, and the reader has here presented to him a 
point of much practical difficulty in diagnosis, with the pith of Dr. 
Davis' method of treating the disease, the interest of which is not 
lessened by the self-sufficient manner in which it is related. Dr. Davis 
states that the amount of vascular depletion, &c., which he recommends, 
incomparably, he says, the most certain of all means which can be made 
available to effect a suhduction of the malady, " is rarely, if ever, objec* 
tionable, on the ground of any permanent damage )o be incurred from its 
use, by the constitution." — Lancet^ May 22, 1841. 



Plans for preventing the formation of pits in the SmatUPox, with the 
consequent deformity. — Dr. Pelion's method is that of excluding light and 
air from the chamber. Serres destroys the pores and transparency of 
the skin with lunar caustic. M. Legtand smears the surface with 
gum mucilage and covers it with gold-beaters' skin. Mr. George cakes 
the surface over with calamine. Another method is to puncture the vesi- 
cles early. Lastly, Dr. Olliffe applies the emplastrum ammoniacum c. 
bydrarg., which causes an absorption of the lymph and serum, and by pre- 
venting the completion of the vesicle, prevents also that of the pustule. 
To this latter method, Mr. Judd, in a paper on '* the structure of the small- 
pox pustule," in the Lancet, June 12, 1841, gives his sanction. The 
mask must be applied early, say on the third day, and must be continued, 
without intermission or removal, until the completion of the maturating stage. 

Excision of the Uvula and Tonsil, for the cure of Stammering. — A Mr. 
Poett has been investigating the merits of Mr. Yearsley's operation, which, 
like a great many other novel remedies, will not bear a close inspection. 
A Mr. Butler, one of the earliest cases he operated on, and a very for- 
midable one, had, as soon as his throat healed, a return of his disease. 
Two boys, reported to have stuttered and been cured, proved on inquiry, 
the one never to have done so, the other to be as bad ever. Case num- 
ber five was no better, and two could not be found at the address given in the 
work. Several others owned that at first they felt some relief, but when exci- 
ted, or agitated, stuttered as badly as before. When once the influence of 
the operation on the nervous system has subsided, the infirmity will proba- 
bly re-appear, and though the simple and easy operation may be tried with 
a faint prospect of benefit, no reliance can be placed on . it, and it will 
{tfobably share the fate of all over-rated novelties, and fall into deserved 
oblivion. Mr. Yearsley has greatly deceived himself or o^ers. This ope- 
ration is not ** what it was cracked up to be." Shall we be permitted, 
descending from ^' grave to gay>" to append a little anecdote as somewhat 
'* germane to the matter," and the times ? A gentleman who stuttered 
badly, put himself under the care of a celebrated curer of the infirmity, 
and derived, as he thought, much benefit from his advice. Meeting one 
day, a friend who stuttered as badly as he had done, he very kindly said 
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to bun, " W-w-w-why, m-n-m-my d-d-dear S-s-sir, d-d-d-d-don't you 
g-g-g-go to the m-m-m-iDaD that cu-cu-cu-cu-cored met" Mr. PoeU'a 
paper is in the Lancet for June 12, 1841. 

A Reviewer, in the last number of the British and Foreign, states that 
he too has taken pains to look up some of Mr. Yearsley's cured cases, and 
from personal examination he condemns, as every maa of sense and hon- 
esty nrast, this absurd operation. 



On the Diagnesis of Infantile Remittent from Hydrocephalus. Hughes* 
Guy's Hospital Reports, April, 1841. — " In the firat stage of hydrocepha- 
lus, there generally exist some intolerance of light and sound, contracted 
pupils, and wakefulness by night and by day ; while in remittent fever, the 
patient, though restless at night, oilen sleeps soundly and comfortably 
during the day, the pupils are rather dilated, and light and sound are not 
complained of. The pain of the head, in the latter affection, is rather a 
general uneasiness, giving the child an expression of heaviness and lan- 
guor, and like the febrile symptoms themselves, is distinctly remittent ; 
in the former, it is almost always referred to the forehead, and, though in- 
creased in severe paroxysms, is constant. The child suffering from acute 
hydrocephalus, lays its head heavily on the pillow, with closed eyes, and 
appears unwilling to be moved, questioned or noticed ; unconsciously 
moves its hands up to or over its head ; and often screams, or starts, from 
severe accessions of pain, while its arms or legs are affected with slight 
spasmodic twitchings. That affected with the remittent fever, on the other 
hand, is usually easily and not unwillingly roused ; and though fractious 
and petulant, has not violent fits of screaming, moves its head without in- 
convenience ; and while awake, is almost always occupied in picking its 
nose. The bowels are sometimes constipated in both complaints, but 
they are more easily moved, and when moved, are more easily kept in a 
relaxed condition, and the motions are more slimy, foetid and dark colored, 
in the simply febrile, than in the inflammatory complaint. Th^ pulse, also, 
which is almost alwa3r8 sharp and frequent in the fever, is, in the more 
grave affection, of^en sluggish, tardy and irregular. An attentive conside- 
ration of the circumstances now mentioned, will generally disiinguish the 
two diseases, and also serve to detect the rising violence of the one du- 
ring the progress of the other. None of them can be considered patho- 
gnomonic ; and doubt and hesitation will sometimes occur to even the 
most experienced.'' 



Case of Malposition of the Kidneys and absence of the Vagina^ Uterusp 
and Tubess — A woman, of whose history nothing was known, except that 
she had been married and had lived upon bad terms with her husband, died 
at Marylebone work house, aged seventy-two. On examination, po«^- 
mortem^ the right kidney was found in the right iliac fossa, below the 
ottcmn, receiving its artery from the right primitive iliac. The left kid- 
ney was IB the pelvis, resting on the sacrum at the origin of the pyriformis 
mascle. Its main artery was derived from the internal iliac, the other, 
arising from the bifurcation of the aorta, penetrated the kidney at its up- 
per part. The rmud capsules were in their natural poeiiian. The uterus 
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and fallopian tubes were wanting, and the vagina consisted in a cul de 
sac, half an inch deep. The right ovary was healthy, but the left was 
converted into a hard fibrous body, of irregular shape. - 



• On the identity ofFibrine and A Ihumen. — Liebig has recently addressed 
a letter upon this subject to M. P. Denis, in which be sUtes that he has 
succeeded in dissolving pure fibrine in a saturated solution of nitre, by 
keeping them together at a temperature of about 50^ to 56^ centigrade. 
The fibrine becomes at first gelatiniform, and leaves only a few shreds 
undissolved. The filtred liquor possesses all the properties of albumen. 
By adding a sufficient quantity of water to serum, rendered neutral by an 
acid, Mr. Liebig has in like manner succeeded in precipitating albumen 
in the form of globules : finally, the elementary analysis of the dissolved 
fibrine, compared with that of the albumen and of ordinary fibrine, left no 
doubt of the identity of their composition. This identity — a new fact in 
organic chemistry — which now seems certain, is very important in a 
physiological as well as a pathological point of view. 



On the Diagnosis of Abdominal Inflammations, as distinguished from the 
effects of Spinal Irritation. By W. Griffin, M. D. — Dr. Griffin's atten- 
tion to the subject of spinal irritation, gives to the following practical re- 
marks all the force of authority, on an important subject. 

In determining the diagnosis of abdominal inflammation, when both pain 
and tenderness on pressure exist, we should always endeavor to ascertain : 

1st. Whether there be pain or tenderness on pressure in the corres- 
ponding portion of spinal column : because if there be, although it may 
not absolutely decide whether inflammation be present or not, it is quite 
sufficient to account for both the pain and tenderness without assuming 
the existence of any inflammation. 

2d. Whether, if there be no spinal tenderness or pain, the soreness of the 
abdomen be superficial or deep seated, — which may be ascertained with 
tolerable certainty in all cases, by an examination directed to that end. 
And whether, if both superficial and deep seated, as it usually is in peri- 
toneal inflammation* steady pressure with the flat of the hand can be 
easier borne than with the points of the fingers. In pain and soreness 
from aflection of the spinal nerves, it commonly can be so borne, while in 
peritonitis every kind of pressure, and even the weight of the bed clothes, 
is very distressing. 

3d. Whether the boundaries of the pain and soreness extend beyond 
what the suspected inflammation could produce. Thus, if inflammation 
of the liver be suspected, and we find the soreness extending to the spine 
of the ileum, or groin, or to the opposite side of the abdomen, to which 
the liver does not extend, it is obvious the soreness cannot be attributable 
to mere disease of that organ. Again, if the whole abdomen be tender 
to the touch, in a case otherwise closely resembling peritonitis, and we 
find the tenderness is not confined to the abdomen, but extends over the 
hips and lower extremities, it is obvious we can attach no importance to 
the abdominal soreness as a sign of inflammation. 

In addition to these excellent remarks of the able author, we would 
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suggest that in these puzzling o r*' grey" cases, the pulse has not the hard- 
ness, nor usually the frequency of serous inflammation, nor does costive- 
ness exist necessarily ; though we have seen many such cases of intesti- 
nal irritation depend upon the presence of a large quantity of fcBces in the 
intestines and cease on their evacuations by purgatives, and especially 
by enemata. In doubtful cases, a cautious use of the lancet, upon the plan 
suggested by Dr. Marshall HaU, will assist us in forming our diagnosis. — 
Ed. Gaz. 



Two cases of congenital disease of the eye, occur in the last number 
of the American Journal of the Medical Sciences. One is a case of con- 
genital tumors on each eye, growing from the sub-conjunctival coat. 
That of the right was half the size of the left, less conical. The larg- 
est covered two-thirds of the pupil ; the smaller, the lower sixth. Their 
color was delicate, pink at the base, and brownish at the apices. The 
lower lids were depressed and everted, and much inflamed, and the sight 
of the left eye indistinct. The tumors were dissected off at different 
times, with success. An opacity was left in each cornea, equal in extent 
to the tumors, which soon almost entirely disappeared. The reporter is 
W. Taliaferro, M. D., Maysville, Ky. 

The other casej is one of " congenital hypertrophy of the upper eye- 
lids, and mucous membrane of the upper lip, with an inversion of the eye- 
lashes." By H. D. Toland, M. D., of Columbia, S. C. The comeae 
were opaque. The operation for entropium was performed upon the eye- 
lids, and the appendage to the lip removed with a scalpel, with the eflect 
of removing both deformities ; the opacities of the comeae disappeared, 
and his sight is now good. 



Syphilis. — Two English surgeons, Messrs. Skey and Acton, hare re- 
cently published two rather elaborate treatises upon the veneroat disease. 
Dr. Weatherhead has added a third to the list, entitled ** a history of the 
present state of the venereal disease, wherein it is shown that mercury 
was never necessary for its cure." 

Mr. Skey asserts that he has cured many hundreds of cases of venereal 
disease, in the medium time allotted for the purpose, without recourse to 
mercury. Of venereal sores, he makes three varieties. 1st, the com- 
mon sore ; 2d, the phagsedenic sore ; 3d, the indurated sore of Mr. Hunter. 

The first, he says, is purely local, producing no secondary eruptive af- 
fection whatever. In the second, escharoticsare useful in the early stage, 
but mercury, in any form, except in minute tonic doses, is for the most 
part highly objectionable. The third sore is characterized by induration. 
The treatment is essentially mercurial, although the possibility of subdu-. 
ing its influence by other means has been thoroughly established by the 
army surgeons. 

In indurated chancre, says Mr. Acton, the employment of mercury is 
not absolutely necessary, but if not had recourse to, we run the risk of a 
simple indurated chancre assuming the phagtsdenic character.— Xancel. 
May 29, 1841. 
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OrthopaMa, — ^We bave receired a circular from Dr. Valentine Mott, 
announcing his intention to establish within the vicinity of this city, an 
institution for the treatment of deformities, on the plan of that of Jules 
Gu^rin, of Paris. We have no doubt that such an institution, under the 
superintendance of so distinguished a physician, will be very useful, and 
duly appreciated by the faculty and the public. Dr. Mott's institution 
will be the second established in New York, one being already in suc- 
cessful operation in Fourteenth Street, under the charge of Drs. Brews- 
ter, Dorr and Van Pelt. We wish both establishments entire success, 
and have po doubt they may obtain it without any injurious interference 
with each other. Competition, as we all know, is the life of business, 
and in view of the active competition now going on in this branch of the 
healing art, we are much disposed to address the rivals in the words of 
the old adage, '< Go it ye Cripples,^ 



GLEANINGS. 

The Council of the University of London have appointed Dr. W. H 
Walshe, author of the article Carcenoma, in the Cyclopoedia of Surgery, 
Professor of Pathological Anatomy, vice Dr. Carswell who retires.—— 
The London University seems to be the seat of considerable wrangling 
and discord. Last year Dr. Tweedie was turned ont as medical exam- 
iner, and Dr. S. Watson elected in his place : this year Watson is left off and 
Tweedie restored. Upon this Dr. Fergusson resigns in disgust. The 
journals are taking sides, and the thing seems likely to eventuate in a very 
good quarrel. ■ We observe with pleasure that the surgical caises pub- 
lished by our friend Dr. Buck, of the New York Hospital, are copied into 

the London Medical Gazette. One of the London journals gives a 

notice of a Pharmacopoeia in modern Greek, published at Athens last 
year. The work is spoken of as evincing a creditable state of medical 
science in Greece.— ~The Acad, des Sciences of Paris have been enga- 
ged of late in Gastronomic investigations. A M. Gauval, [qu Ganache ?] 
read a paper on the preservation of meat. His plan is to inject the anti- 
septic solution into the blood vessels of the subject, as thus ; a bullock 
having been knocked in the head, the carotid and jugular of one side are 
to be cut, and after the blood has ceased to flow, M. G. injects a solution 
of chloride of alumenicene (from ten to thirteen pints are sufficient) into 
the carotid towards the heart, the other end of the vessel and both cut 
extremities of the jugular being tied. In twenty minutes the animal may 
be skinned and cut up as usual. M. G. exhibited to the Academy several 
samples of his preparation, the appearance of which verified his remarks. 
If this plan should be adopted, a doctor would be as essential in a 

slaughter-house as in a menagerie — vide last week's gleanings. Saul 

among the Prophets. — Garcia, the singer; has recently presented a memoir 
on the human voice, to the Freirch Academic des Sciences. This Garcia 
is, as we suppose, the brother of Malibran, Young Garcia as he used to 
be called, when he played the Figaro to his sister's Rosina, at the Park. 
The father we believe is dead. The memoir was well received and re- 
ported on very favorably by Dutrochet and Magendie. Qusre. How 
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would ^our learned confreres of Paris receive a memoir on tbe action of 
the muscles of the leg and thigh, with illustrations by Fanny EUslert 
With the most distinguished consideration, we doubt not. ^The sub- 
maxillary gland has recently been extirpated by M. Colson, of Noyon, in 
France — Larrey and Breschet presented an account of the operation to the 

French Academy of Sciences. Dr.Corrigan, of Meath Hospital, sa3r8 

that the diarrhcea of follicular enteritis, a(\er resisting every other remedy, 
may sometimes be effectually and permanently checked by introducing 
into the rectum a piece of sponge, the size of a hazel-nut, saturated witb 
a solution of the watery extract of opium. It requires to be removed and 
renewed, at first, three or four times a day, afterwards only once. We ob- 
serve with pleasure that our distinguished countryman, Professor Caldwell, 
of Lexington, Ky., took an active and very prominent part in the proceedings 
of the Phrenological Association in London. He read a paper on tempera- 
ments before the Association, and was next day called to preside over its 
deliberations. This speaks well, both for our countryman and for the 
liberality of those who know how to appreciate talent, and are willing to 

do it honor, even when found in a stranger. Coliea Piciofnum. — Dr. John 

Wilson, Physician to the Middlesex Hospital, has employed enemata of 
warm water in combination with the hot bath, with good effect in cases of 
coliea pictonum. Also in cases of constipation not attributable to lead. 
The enemata are given while the patient is in the bath. This seems a 
very promising remedy. 



RECLAMATION. 

Dear Sir, — In the last number of your journal, I observed an article 
taken from the Dublin Journal for July, giving to Mr. J. M. Ferral the 
credit of discovering a new fascia in the orbit, (f Mr. F. is the gentle- 
man that I had ouce the pleasure of a slight acquaintance with, I am 
sure he would be among the last to claim as his own what is due to ano- 
ther. But in relation to this fascia, I beg leave to state, that a very full 
and minute account of it was communicated to the French Academy of 
Medicine, by M. Bonnet, of Lyons, in the early part of the present year ; 
and which was published, if I am not mistaken, in two successive num- 
bers of the Gazette des H6pitaux, either in January or February. I have 
not the means of referring to this journal at present, and therefore cannot 
be more definite. I examined the cadaver myself in relation to this fascia, 
and am certain of its existence. M. Bonnet was led to the discovery in 
attempting to investigate the cause of the frequent failures in the opera- 
tion for strabismus. On this operation, a knowledge of M. Bonnet's fas- 
cia has a very important bearing, although it has not, at least so far as 
my reading serves me, been noticed in any of the monographs on strabis- 
mus that Imve hitherto appeared. Yery respectfully yobrs 

JOHN WATSON. 

New York, August lOth, 1841. 



Necrology. James Hope, M. D., F. R. S.— -Dr. Hope graduated with 
great eclat at Edinburgh, and in 1828, setdtd in London. In 1831 he 
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was elected senior physician to the Marylebone Infirmary, and held the 
office three years, only relinquishing it on his appointment as assistant 
physician to St. George's Hospital. That laborious field of exertion pro- 
ved too much for him. In the course of 6ye years, he saw 20,000, 
and took notes of 15,000 out cases, which he then attended. In 1839, 
on the resignation of 'Dr. Chambers, he was chosen physician to that 
hospital, but his constitution was broken. Phthisis supervened. At 
the age of forty, on the 1 3th May last, this amiable and accomplished 
physician departed this life, a victim to an honorable zeal in that profess- 
ion, which has for its sole object, when properly pursued, the alleviation 
of human misery, than which no other can exhibit so many instances 
of benevolent devotion, nor so early destroy the powers of life and hasten 
its votary into a premature grave. 

By his will, he directed that a post-mortem examination of him should 
be made, with liberty to his examiners to make any use of the morbid 
parts they might see fit, assigning as his reason, that a physician ought 
Co set a good example. 

Dr* Hope's intellectual qualities were of a high order. His perceptions 
were quick, his memory ready and singularly retentive, his judgment sound 
and discriminating. His mind was decided, and vigorously and consist- 
ently active. His plans were wisely conceived, judiciously matured, and 
at the fitting season, carried into execution with determined persevere- 
ance, undaunted by difficulty, disappointment or delay. He was benevo- 
lent, ambitious of excellence, more anxious to be good and great than to be 
thought so. To rise by legitimate means was his desire, but to rise in 
appearance only, or by the depression of others, was as foreign to the 
generosity of his nature as to his established principles of rectitude and 
honor. The directness and stability of his principles never allowed him 
to turn aside from the plain path of honor, even to secure the most im- 
portant or favorite object. 

Lastly, admirable as were all these qualities of his character. Dr. 
Hope had another attribute, which even more ennobles and distinguishes 
him. He was a Christian. It has been tauntingly said, that the medical 
profession were inclined to infidelity. We believe the reproach to be un- 
founded, and it is delightful and encouraging to see a man like Dr. Hope, 
derivnig from a calm, patient and logical scrutiny with all the powers of 
his high intellect, into the most important question which can occupy the 
human mind, *' whether these things be so," a full, firm and abiding con- 
viction of the divine origin of Christianity as .revealed in the sacred vol- 
ume of inspiration. Thus convinced, its holy doctrines were the invari- 
able rule of his conduct ; its holy hopes, his solace in sickness and his 
support amid the pains of death. Futurity to him was not a blank — the 
grave for him had no terrors — he had a hope full of immortality ! 

He attained, from his exquisite ear, to a high distinction as an ausculta- 
tor, and was a high authority on the diseases of the heart. He was a 
beautiful draugthsman ; all the plates of his morbid anatomy were executed 
by liis own hand. As a lecturer, his diction was fluent, his power of live- 
ly illustration considerable, and he was highly prized. To his juniors he 
was ever kind,[and to the last, modest, ingenuous and benevolent, and his 
character is one which it is a pride to record, a pleasure to recall, and a 
profit to imitate. — Compiled from the Brit, and For. Review, July, 1841. 
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UNIVERSITY OP THE STATE OP NEW YORK. 

COLLEGE OF FHTSICLINS iND STmOEONS, IN THE CITT OF NSW TOEK. 
FACULTY OF MEDICINE. 
J. AuousTiNS Smith, M. D., Prof, of Physiology. 
Albz. H. Stevens, M. D., ctneritos Prof, of Surgery. 

Jos. Mathbr Smith, M. D.. Prof, of the Theory and Practice of Physic and CUsical ICedicine.' 
JoHif B. BscE, M.u>-» Prof, of Materia Medica and Medical Jurisprudence. 
John Torrbt, M. D., Prof, of Chemistry and Botany. 

Robert Watts, Jr., M. D., Pi of. of General, Special, and Pathological Anatomy. 
WiLLARD Parkbr, M. D., Prof. of the Principles and Practice of Surgery and Surgical AnatAQf. 
Chanolbr R. Gilman, M. D., Prof, of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children. 
Jambs Quackbnboss, M. D., Demonstrator of Anatomy. 
The Trustees of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of the University of the State of Now 
York have the satisfaction of assuring the friends of the institution, that the arrangements made to 
eDCoura|[e|i zealous and successful prosecution of medical studies are most ample. The courses of 
instruction embrace every department of medical science, upon each of which the Trustees believe 
that full and accurate instruction is afforded. The system which lias been adopted for a few years 
past, of filling vacancies in the faculty by the appointment of Lecturers on probation, has been pro- 
ductive of the happiest results : and the Trustees confidently believe that the chairs are now fiUled 
by competent and efficient men. This system of filling the chairs is the only approach that has been 
made in this country towards the amcourst and was first adopted by the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons. 

The institution is especially rich in facilities for the prosecution of anatomical studies. Subjects 
are supplied at a very moderate expense, and in such abundance that every student has ample op- 
portumty to complete a full course of dissections. To make it a more thorough school of practiod 
anatomy, the RegenU of the University have established a Demonstrators* ticket, at a small expense, 
and the Demonstrator recapitulates to tiis class the entire course of special anatomy, in additicn to 
his usual duties in the dissecting room. Private rooms are also provided, at a small expense, for 
physicians who may wish to pursue practical anatomy. 

The Anatomical Museum, commenced by the late distinguished Professor Post, and enlarged by 
Prof. Rhinelander, has received extensive additions from the present Professors of Anatomy and 
Surgery ; it has also been greatly enriched by the liberality of Dr. J. Kearny Rodgers, who has placed 
the whole of his very valuable private collection in the College, under the charse of the Professor of 
Anatomy. The Museum, therefore, is wanting in nothing that is required for the illustration of the 
full course of lectures on Anatomy, whether Special, Surgical, or Pathological, which are delivered 
In the College. It also exhibits a rich collection of morbid bones, enabling the Professor of Surgery 
to demonstrate the various diseases and accidents to which those organs are liable. Both the Sur- 
rical and Anatomical lectures are also elucidated by numerous plates and drawings of the entlr* 
Bodv and of its different parU. 

The Museum collected by Dr. Delafield, the late Professor of Obstetrics, is, by the liberality of that 
sentleman, still in the College, and affords the Professor of that branch abundant material for the 
full illustration of his subject. It contains a large and perfect collection of models in wax and plaster, 
anatomical and patholosiral specimens in great variety; and an ample supply of distorted pelves, pro- 
cured from Paris, exhibiting every variety of deformity. 

Facilities will be afforded to the more advanced students of applying the knowledge they obtain to 
practice, by attending cases under the supervision of the Professor. 

The Cabinet of Materia Medica is large. Every article on which the Professor lectures will be 
shown to the students, in its different forms, and every effort will be made, by the exhibition of plates, 
drawings and specimens, to give them a practical and useful familiarity with the subject. On Med- 
ical Junsprudence the instruction will be, as formerly, illustrated by plates, dissections, and by test- 
ing the different poisons, in presence of the class. 

The chemical apparatus is of great extent and value, nor is iu use less varied or less happy. So 
complete, indeed, and so successful are the illustrations of the chemical lectures, that although 
more particularly designed for the student of medicine, they are rarely less worthy of the attention 
^f the lay votary of science. 

With the course on Surgery, will be associated instructions on Snr((ical Anatomy. Every op. 
eration will be performed in presence of the class, and every subject illustrated by drawings and 
preparations from the Anatomical Museum. _ 

The course on Physiology will, as heretofore, comprehend all the known laws of life. ^ 
The Lectures on the Practice of Physic will be, as much as possible, elucidated by the observm 
tlon of cases ; as, in addition to the regular course of Lectures delivered in the College, the Pro- 
fessor of Practice will give clinical instruction to his class, at the New York Hospital, during 
two months of the session. The Professors of Sargery and Obstetrics will also give clinical in- 
struction on their branches throughout the winter, at the Northern Dispensary. 

Altogether, the Trustees hope that the institution will present to students. desht)U8 of thorough 
and practical instruction in every branch of medical science, attractions not every where eqjiaUed, 
and no where in our country surpassed. Situated in the Metropolitan city of America, whose ex- 
tensive population renders inevitable a great number and variety of those accidents for which sur- 
gical aid is required, the institution offers to those who prosecute their studies in it, an extent of 
experience and observation, in operative surgery, no where equalled in the United States ; while 
In Its Hospitals and Dispensaries, (to the latter of which the students have gratuitous access,) 
medical practice in all the varieties of disease, may be every day witnessed : and thus an extent 
of experience acquired superior to that which many years would afford in places less favorably 
situated. These advantages may be enjoyed with nearly equal facility by rich and poor, as the 
expense of living in New York is now so reasonable, that students can obtain board, with every 
comfort, at from $S,50 to $S,OC per week. 

Lbcturbs.— The Annual Course of Lectures for the session of 1841-9, wUl commeDce on the tint 
Monday in November, 1841, and conthiue until the first of March, 184S. The expense of attending 
a complete Course of Lectures by all the Professors is $108. The Matriculation fee, which U $5,00, 
•ntitlet the student to the use of^the College Library. Graduation fee $»,0(k 
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Pnetieal uImImw.— The Dtssectinf Room, attandaace to which It optional, wHl ba ondar tha can- 
oral saperviaion of the Professor of Anatomy, and will be opened on the first Monday in October. 
The Demonstrator will attend at such hours during the day and evening as may be conTonient to 
the students; and will giro a full course of demonstrations on Special Anatomy. Dissecting tidcet^ 
$5,00. 

NEW YORK HOSPITAL. 

To this institution, which now accommodates about S50 patients, extensive additions are in pro- 
gress of being made. It presents to the students, who have daily opportunitiea of visitmg it, diseases, 
Medical and Surgical, in almost every vaiiety. The Library, to wnich those students who attend 
the practice of the house have flree access, is one of the largest and bast selected in the country. 
ffi)spiial ticket for the session, $6,00. 

PHTSICIAlfS. 

F. U. Johnson. M . D., Jos. Mather Smith, M. D., 

John B. Beck, M. D., James Macdonald, M. D. 

sum«soifB. 
J. C. Cheesman, M. D., J. Kearny Rodgers, M, D., 
R. K. Hoffman, M D., Alfred C. Post, M. D.» 

Gurdon Buck, M. D., John Watson, M. D. 

NEW YORK EYE AND EAR INFIRMARY. 

The number of patients treated in this institution is about one thousand per annum. It is opened 

gratuitously to the students of the College, who have there the most extensive ooportunities 

of studying the various diseases of the eye and ear, under the supervision of the able ana enlighten* 

•d officers of the institution. 

SUBOXOMS. 

Edward DelafieM, M. D., J. Kearay Rodgeia, M. D., 

Jas. E. Cornell, M. D., George Wilkes, M. D. 

GRADUATION. 

Attendance upon two complete courses of Lectures is neceraary to entitle the student to present 
himself for graduation, the last of which courses must have been attended at this College. He must 
also have studied medicine three years and have attained the age of twenty one. 

Two opportunities in each year are afforded for graduation ; one in the spring, and one in the au- 
tumn. The examination of candidates for the spring graduation commences on the first of March, 
and for the autumn graduation on the second Tuesday in September. 



PRELIMINARY LECTURES. 
» deUv 
) free to the students of the College. 



A preliminary couraa of Lectures on specialities will be delivered during the month of Octo- 
ber, commencing on the first Monday ; these Lectures wiH be f ' '" - - 

On Hjrgione, by Jos. M. Smith, M. D., 
On Medical Botany, by John Torrey, M. D., 
On Comparative Osteology, by Robert Watts, Jr.. M. D., 
On the Pathology of the Ear, by Willard Parker, M. D., 
On Monstrosities, by Chandler R. Oilman, M. D. 
The invitation heretofore given to the Medical Profession is repeated, and they are raapactfolly 
tnvited to attend, not only the regular, but also the preliminary course of Lectures, whenever it may 
suit their convenience. 

By order of the Trustees, 

J. AUG. SMITH, M. D., President. 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
«7 Crosby St., New York, 1841. 

$ 

PRIVATE INSTITUTION FOR THE INSANE, AT MURRAY HILL, NEW YORK. 
The undersigned has opened a private establishment, on the plan of those in Europe which have 
recentli4»een so successful in the treatment of mental diseases. His main object wOl be to make 
it, as much as possible, like the residence of a private family. The number of patients will be lim- 
ited—the attendants will be so numerous as to give to each invalid, if necessaiy, the exclusive ser- 
vices of one or more ; thereby dispensing, as far as possible, with all personal restraint. The medi- 
cal and motal treatment will be directed by the proprietor ; and such modes of treatment as have 
been matured by ten years' service is physician to one of the largest Insane Hospitals in the country, 
and by a recent personal examination of the private institutions of Europe, will be carried into effect. 
Application fur admission to JAMES MACDONALD, M. D., Sd Clinton PUce, New York. 

THE NEW YORK MEDICAL GAZETTE is published every Wednesday, bjr ITriaA Tunur, M, 
D., No. 8 Park Place, to whom all communications should be addressed, po9t pmd. Price $8 per an- 
num, payable in advance— after three months $4^ No subscriptions received for less than one year. 

By the regulations of the Post Office Department, Post-Masters are allowed to forward, under their 
frank, letters written by themselves, containing money to pay the subscription of third parties to 
any periodical. To render the performance of this act of courtesy less burthensome. the letter should 
be prepared for the Post-Master^s siniature, bv the person wishing to avail himselr of the privilege. 
If this is done, the favor will rarely be denied by any Post-Master. Advertisements inserted on 1|« 
TQfahla tanna. 

" W. E. DEAN, PRINTER, 3 ANN STEEET. 
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ORiaiNAL DEPARTMENT. 

On the valtie of Albumen in the Urine, as indicative of Renal Dis* 
ease. By W. C. Roberts, M. Dl 

It has been, and still is by many supposed, that the presence of 
albuqien in the urine is always a sure sign of the existence of renal 
disease. Upon this subject much misconception exists, and it is 
important to set the matter in its proper light. 

It is incorrect to hold, as some do, that albuminous urine is pa- 
thognomonic, or, by itself characteristic, of granular degeneration 
of the kidney, or Bright's disease. A variety of other causes, as a 
blister, certain indigestible articles of food, as pastry, cheese, 6lc^ 
hematuria, the existence of pregnancy, the action of mercury, and 
a Tariety of local irritating causes, will render the urine albuminous. 

In reference to this matter. Dr. Bright, the distinguished discov- 
erer of the disease which bears his name, observes : " I am anx- 
ious to explain my view, on an important point, connected with the 
disease attending albuminous urine, in reference to which I have 
been singularly misunderstood, and as a necessary consequence, 
misi^presented, by many who have written and lectured on 
this interesting subject. The misconception to which I refer 
is, that I maintain the occurrence of albuminous urhne to be 
always, and necessarily, connected with that organic disease, which, 
in its various shapes and modificati<^E^, has been so fully described. 
Now the truth is, that I have never written upon the subject, with^ 
out studiously stating the contrary, and declaring, that I considered 
the 4lsease, in its commencement, entirely functional. In my second 
volume, I thought it right to say : ' from the observations of some 
of my professional brethren, I am led to suppose they consider 
me as asserting, that this description of urine exists only when or- 
ganic disease has already taken place in the kidney. This, how- 
ever, is by no means the view which I have taken of the subject. I 
believe functional disease in this, as in most other cases, precedes 
the structural change for even many weeks and months, and that 
the kidnies of a patient who has been cut off early by some other 
disease, may afford very little evidence of diseased structure.^ " 

Dr. Graves, of Dublin, and Dr. Elliotson, of London, have been 

7 
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the most distinguished among the opponents of the idea improp* 
eriy. as it thus appears, ascribed to Dr. Bright, of the universality 
of the connexion between albuminous urine and diseased kidney. 
The former states distinctly that he cannot admit that the albumi- 
.nous state of the urine in dropsy, depends upon an alteration in 
the texture of the kidney ; having so often seen cases in which the 
albumen disappeared under suitable treatment, that it must depend 
upon functional disorder. The reader will find some remarks by 
him on this sulnect, in the Dublin Journal ; and in the American 
Journal of the Medical Sciences, for Feb., 1839, he will find a clin- 
ical lecture of his, in which he details the case of a man who had 
dropsy with albuminous urine, who recovered — his urine becoming 
healthy, and so continuing for a fortnight. At the end of this time 
he got'erysipelas of the head and face, and his urine became albu- 
minous again. He died, and on examination, his kidneys were 
found large, pale, rather soft, but not granular. From this case he 
draws the conclusion, that the general state of the constitution in- 
fluences the appearance of albumen in the urine, more than any 
change in the structure of the kidney. lie cites another case by 
Morison, where a man passed albuminous urine for five years, and 
whose kidneys, except that they were blanched, were natural. He 
then mentions a case, where a boy, after scarlatina, passed highly 
albuminous urine, whose kidneys were found healthy after death : 
and he says that Forget has recorded many others. He further adds, 
that the albuminous state of ihe urine appears to him to be the 
cause of Bright's disease. And he conceives that a deposition of 
albuminous molecules, separated by coagulation, remain in the se- 
creting tubes of the kidneys, which they gradually fill and distend, 
and thus give rise to an obliteration of the tissue, which is called 
" Morbus BrightiiJ* The kidneys are thus not the cause of the se- 
cretion, but themselves the receptacles of it. 

This ingenious theory is founded on a microscopical examina- 
tion, made by Valentine. It is, however, only a single case of one 
form of the disease, and is controverted by subsequent examina- 
tion? of Gluge's. 

Dr. Elliotson remarks, that because the urine is albuminous, it 
cannot, he thinks, be inferred, that the kidney is in a state of or- 
ganic disease ; " for," says he, " I have seen so many dropsical 
r arsons, who had albuminous urine, restored to perfect health, that 
could not suppose the kidney to have been organically diseased. 
Nor can I admit," he continues, "that there existed in these cases, 
inflammation or congestion of the kidneys, because I did not 
observe the signs of those affections " Lastly, he has, he says, 
seen the urine albuminous when there existed no reason to suspect 
a disease of the kidney, and although, in a state of disease or con- 
gestion of the kidnev, the urine may be generally albuminous, he 
should not, because it was so, conclude the kidney to be diseased. 
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Not to cite any of those cases particularly, in which it is said 
that albuminous urine has been met with unaccompanied by renal 
d.sease, it may be staled, in a general way, that some are of du- 
bious authenticity, or import, being scarcely free from the suspicion 
that they were, in some measure, connected with the morbid action 
which gives rise to granular deposition ; and the whole taken toge- 
ther, will merely show, that beside granular degeneration, some 
other diseases may^ in afew^ comparatively very rare instances^ be 
accompanied with the discharge of albumen in the urine, the affec- 
tion being then, as admitted by Bright, functional only. The know- 
ledge of this fact is certainly useful in guarding us against that un- 
reservedly discouraging opinion, which without it we might feel 
always disposed to give, both as to the probable supervention of 
dropsy, when it had not yet occurred, and the almost certainly fatal 
result when it had. But, unquestionably, there is no other cause, or 
rather, there are no other causes taken together, by which an albu- 
minous impregnation is so often induced, as by the disorder in 
question ; and it may, in the present state of our knowledge, be 
stated as a general proposition, that the excessive loading of the 
urine with albumen is characteristic of granular deg:eneration of 
the kidney. In no case of this disease hitherto noticed, has the 
urine failed, at some time or other, to be albuminous. 

Besides the diseases which have been already noticed, albumen 
18 found in the urine as a consequence of certain organic diseases 
of the kidney also ; these are pyelitis, chronic and acute neplirilis, 
encysted states of the kidney, cancer, tubercle, cerebriform cancer, 
strumous degeneration, and diabetes. 

The three following propositions embody the sum of our know- 
ledge, with respect to albuminous urine as a symptom of renal dis- 
ease. 1st. Whenever it exists in the urine, there exists, in all pro- 
bability, a lesion of the genito-urinary apparatus. 2d. That the ex- 
istence of such urine, of a diminished specific gravity, in a person 
presenting, as yet, no other symptoms of disease, is sufficient to 
indicate the existence of renal affection, and to prognosticate the 
supervention of dropsy if the affection proceeds. The exceptions 
to this general rule are, that the renal affection may be functional 
only, or be some other of the morbid states of the kidney, in 

Erocess of development. 3rdly. That if a pale and turbid urine 
e passed, for the most part, depositing no sediment, giving by ap- 
propriate test an abundant albuminous coagulum, containing or not 
other elements of the blood, having a specific gravity below th^ 
normal standard, with a co-existing diminution of the urea, uric 
acid, urates and phosphates, and there be general anasarca^, with 
or without fever, or pain in the loins, there exist some of the ana- 
tomical characters which constitute albuminous nephritis. (Rayer, 
ChristisonJ) 
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Memoir on the treatment of Scrofulous affections with preparations 
of Walnut leaves, (Noyer, Fr.) European Walnut, (Juglans Re- 
gia, Bat.) By G. Neorier, Professor in the Preparatory School 
of Medicine, at Angers. {Archives Gen. de Med. for April and 
May, 1841.) 

The walnut leaf, although I was ignorant of the fact when I began its 
use, had already been employed for this purpose, by Baudelocque,Jr., 
and, according'to Dr. Borson,by Jurine, of Geneva. I began my trials 
of the medicine upon seventeen children in the foundling depart- 
ment of the general hospital. Of these, nine had osseous swellings 
with caries ; seven had ulcerated strumous glands ; one had glandu* 
lar tumors, not ulcerated, around the neck, and was far advanced 
in a double scrofulous ophthalmia. Each patient took, every day, 
two or three cups of a strong infusion of fresh walnut leaves, 
sweetened with syrup or honey, and a pill, night and morning, of 
extract of walnut leaf, of the weight of two grains, or a spoonful 
of a syrup prepared with the same extract. All the sores were 
bathed' with a strong decoction of the same leaf, and covered either 
with compresses or lint, steeped in the decoction, or had applied to 
them poultices of flaxseed meal and walnut leaf water. The regi- 
men, consisting of one meal of meat daily, remained the same as 
before. The first consequences of this treatment were, an increase 
of vivacity and appetite, and soon after the ulcers healed and be- 
came solidly cicatrized. In two months, three were cured, ten sen- 
sibly better, and four stationary. In six months, seven were cured, 
five considerably better, two dead, and in one, the cicatrized ulcers 
had re-opened. In eighteen months of treatment, ten children 
remained cured, three nearly so, and two remained unchanged. 

The whole number of patients submitted to treatment by me, 
amounts to fifty-six. Of these, ten had strumous dandular enlarge- 
ments not ulcerated ; four had scrofulous ophthalmia ; twenty had 
ulcerated scrofulous tumors ; and nineteen were affected with necro- 
sis, enlargement and caries of the bones. 

Of the cases in the first of this series, the treatment is long, and 
benefit seldom observed before the end of two months. Three 
were cured, and the tumors in the rest underwent a greater or less 
diminution in size. As happens when iodine is used, the tumors, 
when their resolution commences, become more distinct and are 
separated by furrows, and they roll under the skin. Of local appli- 
cations, I disapprove, as likely to induce suppuration. The prepar- 
ations of the walnut are very pleasant to take, and often eagerly 
coveted. A single case will serve to show the treatment and nature 
of the malady. 

Boulay, six years old. Numerous cervical ganglia, enlarged for 
three years past Treatment by the syrup and pills of walnut leaves 
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was commeDced Oct. 4th, 1840, On the 22d of the same month, all 
except one had almost entirely disappeared. 

AU the cases of strumous ophthahnia were quickly cured. The 
following is a good specimen of the disorder. 

Anne Anlin, twelve years old, had had a double ophthalmia more 
than four years, and since that time had been unable to open her 
eyes, owing to a horribly painful photophobia. Copious lachrymation 
existed, and the swollen conjunctiva escaped from between the sep-- 
arated lids. With excessive difficulty, the existence of several ul- 
cerations on the corneae were detected. The ganglia of the neck 
were engorged, the child thin, pdle, and remained constantly seated 
in a dark corner of the fireplace of the ward. Manv remedies, among 
them local bleedings, blisters, setons, purgatives, iodine, iron, syrup 
of gentian, antiscorbutic syrup, &c., had long been ineffectually 
usea. The patient commenced the treatment by the Walnut, on 
the 20th Sep., 1839, (syrup, infusion and collyrium) and it was per- 
severed in with perfect regularity for eight months. In forty days 
she could bear the light, and a seton was then placed in the nape. 
On the 30th Oct., 1840, she was at school, and in excellent health for 
six months previously. The ulcers on the cornesehad left no sensi- 
ble traces. 

[This is an interesting case, but would have been more so, if 
mercury, either calomel or corrosive sublimate, had been employed 
and failed before the walnut leaves were used. — Ed."] 

Of the twenty subjects treated under the third series, ulcerations, 
fourteen were completely cured and remained so ; the rest were 
benefitted, but not cured. The recoveries ensued in two to six 
months ; in bad cases, even two years. The pledgets of fine lint, 
dipped in the decoction, answered better than ointment or poulti- 
ces. Powder of the dried leaves, sprinkled on ill-lookine sores, soon 
improved their appearance. Excision of the detached edges, and the 
nitrate of silver, were also occasionally needed. The dressings 
were applied night and morning. Slight pressure, and a few folds 
of flannel, were very useful. [We see nothing so peculiar in the 
cases as to justify our extracting any, though one is really a very bad 
one, the neck being as big as the head, in a boy of ten years old, 
who had been affected six years and covered with twenty-two ulce- 
rations. This lad had much recovered in ten months, and would 
probably get quite well. — Ed."] 

Of the nineteen cases in the fourth series, eight were cases of 
caries of the bones of the hands and feet, and the ninth, of the clavi- 
cle ; four of the tibio-tarsal articulation, three of the elbow, two of 
the knee, one of the hip, with fistulous ulcers and complete luxation 
of the femur : eight completely recovered ; two of the rest relapsed, 
after temporary amendment ; four would probably get well. In 
three, no benefit accrued, and two died of phthisis. The duration 
of the treatment was from six to eighteen, and even twenty-six 
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months. Injections of the decoction into the sinuses were very 
useful. 

Case, — ^Mangean, eleven years old, a sickly gir). Scrofulous 
swelling of the articulation of the right foot, of sevenyears duration. 
Two ulcers have occurred this year under the ancles, and through 
the wounds osseous particles have occasionally escaped. The sup- 
puration is very copious. The foot is in a state of forced extension, 
and the child a prey to hectic and exhaustion. She recovered very 
completely in ten months. [Other and even worse cases might be 
cited ; but it must be confessed that many of those related would 
probably have done quite as well under ordinary treatment, aided 
by rest and a strengthening regimen.] — Ed. 

The recapitulation is as follows : 
« Thirty-one cases cured ; eighteen cases improved, and most of 
them in a way to recover; four cases not benefitted ; and four cases 
died. 

The medicine acts harmlessly on the economy, and seems to merit 
a trial. It is a slightly aromatic bitter. 

The following are the modes of preparing the various forms in 
which it may be administered : 

Infusion. — ^Throwalarge handfuls of the chopped leaves into half 
a pint of boiling water, and sweeten with honey, sugar or the 
syrup, jugland. reg., as below. Dose, two to five cups, daily. 

Decoction. — Throw a handful of leaves into two pounds of water, 
and boil for fifteen minutes. To be applied locally, in baths and in- 
jections. 

The extract is prepared from the leaves in the usual way. 

Syrup. — Mix about eight grains of the extract with f i. of syrup, 
or it may be prepared with the green leaves. Dose, for little chil- 
dren, two to three teaspoonfuls daily. For adults, fi. to 3X. never 
exceeding fii. 

The pills are each composed of two grains of the extract, render- 
ed solid by a sufficient quantity of the powder of the leaves. Dose, 
from two to four a day. 

Pommade. — R. Extr. folior. jugland. reg. fi. Axungia, jx. 
Ess. B3rgam., gtt. iij. 

To be used gently as a friction on the affected part, twice a day. 
The practitioner, in the use of this remedy, must learn to wait pa- 
tiently for its effects, recollecting that not only he is to cure a local 
evil, but to effect a radical change in the constitution of the patient. 
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NEW YORK MEDICALGAZETTE. 

NEW YORK, AUGUSt 25, 1841. 



At a late meeting of the Royal Academy of Medicine, M. Berard, Jr. read 
a memoir, which he had prepared by order of the minister, on the appara- 
tus of M. Louvrier. This apparatus, as most of our readers probably 
know, is intended to break up suddenly the anchilosis, and straighten the 
leg by force. It may well be compared, as M. B. says, to breaking on 
the wheel. It has been tried in Paris, and, unhappily, the first trials 
were not unsuccessful — they were repeated, and then indeed the evils of 
this barbarous proceeding were manifested. In some cases the inflamma- 
tion was fatal ; in one, the popliteal artery was torn across, and even 
where the result was less disastrous, the limb remained, after the opera- 
tion, nearly useless. M. B. condemns the operation. M. Gerdy was 
even more severe upon this savage procedure. In the course of his re- 
marks, he laid down the following principle in operative surgery. " No 
operation should ever be attempted, the probable consequences of which 
are not less dangerous than the disease it is intended to remove." 

Remarks by the Ed, Med. Gaz. — The subject of the ethics of n opera- 
tive surgery is much neglected, and its true principles either unknown to, 
or disregarded by too many operators. Hence the vast number of " feats 
of surgical daring," by the details of which, the moral sense of the bet- 
ter and more conscientious part of the profession is outraged. In this 
respect, we apprehend that the surgeons of the United States — we now 
speak of them as a body — are behind their brethren in England, though, 
perhaps, not worse — perhaps even better — than those on the continent of 
Europe. Operative skill, mere manual dexterity, is more highly prized 
among us than it should be, and than it is in England. Upon this point, 
the influence of our great surgeon, Dr. Physic, was admirable. His fa- 
vorite precept in surgery was, " remember, that every time you take a 
a knife in your hand, it is a confession of ignorance — you cut the diseased 
part away, because you don't know how to cure it." — So in England. 
Our readers may remember, that Sir B. Brodie says of the great Cooper, 
'* He may have valued himself upon his skill as an operator, when a very 
young man, and when be had nothing better to recommend him." Now 
among us it is far otherwise — a man gets a surgical reputation, is called, 
perhaps, a great surgeon — not because he ever cured anything, but because 
he was dexterous and bold, perhaps reckless ! in the use of the knife. It 
is this false standard of merit, that prompts so many of our young sur- 
geons to cut anything and everything ; and if reform is to be effected, it 
must begin here. The ethics of surgery must be taught and studied, and 
understood ditxA followed. It should be acertained what restraints morality 
puts upon surgical daring — what are the circumstances under which it is 
a mofal crime to operate. We can only allude, and that very briefly, 
to some of these principles. 1st. The welfare of the patient — his best 
interest is alone to be considered. You will often hear operators talk, 
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tad they yet more frequently think, of how the operation will affect their 
interest — ^this is all wrong — morally wrong ; again they will tell you, the 
patient consented, and if he had a mind to run the risk, I would not re- 
fuse to operate. Here again is a wrong principle. His consent, though 
essential to the performance of the operation, is no justification of your 
undertaking it— none in the least. He does not know, and you do— or 
ought to know. He is not the proper judge, you are ; and unless you can 
put your hand upon your heart and say, " If it was my own case, 1 would 
wish an operation performed," it is a moral crime in you to operate. We 
would gladly pursue this subject, but have neither space nor time for it. 
Will not some of our surgical readecs favor us with a paper on the ethics 
of operative surgery ! 



ANALYTICAL DEPARTMENT. 

Those who are ever on the search for " something new,** will proba* 
bly think that the extract from Dr. Watson's lectures, which we publish 
below, is too long. Those, however, who look to the Gazette for practical 
matter — matter which they cjin use in the daily routine of professional 
duty, will we think be gratified by the insertion of such an article from 
such a source. — Ed. Gag. 

Treatment of acute Hydrocephalus. {From a Lecture by Dr. Wat" 
son.) — " The only event of the inflammation compatible with the safety of 
the patient is resolution : and this we must endeavor to bring about, (I 
cannot too often repeat it,) by early as well as free blood-letting ; bleed- 
ing from the arm, or by leeches, or by cupping. You must bear in mind 
that in very young children, leeches produce the ejQfect of general bleed- 
ing. It is a matter of obvious importance to ascertain to what extent we 
may safely and beneficially carry the abstraction of blood in infants. Dr. 
John Clark, a man of large experience, the elder brother of the present 
Sir Charles, says, that very young children will very well bear the loss of 
blood, even to fainting, once or twice repeated ; but that their powers are 
apt to sink if the bleeding, to that extent, be had recourse to oftener. For 
infants a year old, three ounces is reckoned a full bleeding. I do not like 
opening the jugular vein, for reasons with which you are sufficiently ac- 
quaint^ ; and if the requisite quantity of blood cannot be obtained from 
the vein in the arm, cupping from the nape of the neck may be substituted, 
or leeches may be applied to the temples, or mastoid process. No gene- 
ral rule can be prescribed in respect to the number of leeches that should 
be applied ; three will take as much blood in one case, as half a dozen in 
another ; but, assuming that one leech will, on the average, cause the dis- 
charge of one ounce of blood, we may apply three of them to a strong infant 
of six months, when the symptoms are violent. Of course the bleeding is to 
be suspended if syncope occurs. In older children, the quantity of blood 
necessary to be taken, will be somewhat larger ; six ounces of blood 
taken from the vein is a full bleeding, I should say, for a child five or six 
years old. I mention these quantities as mere approximations, as guides 
to what you may expect to find practically required ; the true measure and 
t«at of salutary blood-letting in this, as in other inflammations, is to be 
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iband in the effect which it has at the time. The first bleeding, in what 
manner so erer the blood is taken, should be a sufficient one ; should pro* 
dnce a decided and manifest impression. *By attending to this rule; yon 
will break the force of the disease more surely, and more safely too, than 
by drawing blood in frequent driblets ; a mode of using the remedy calcu- 
lated to subdue the patient rather than to overcome his malady. You 
must afterwards go on with the leeches to the head, or you must withhold 
them, according to the exigency of the particular case ; according to the 
condition of the pulse, the continuance or the cessation of the pain, the 
increase or diminution of the fever, and so forth. And you are not to for- 
get that as you have to deal in general with scrofulous children, any 
superfluous removal of blood, the abstraction of more than is required for 
extinguishing the inflammation within the head, will be likely to prove in- 
jurious to the general system. After the full formation of the comatose 
state, a further prosecution of the bleeding has sometimes been rapidly 
followed by death. 

Next in rank to bleeding come purgatives. The best forms of purga- 
tive medicine to be used for this purpose with children, consist of calomel 
and jalap, or calomel and scammony : and if these do not act freely, senna 
and salts must be given in aid df them. Dr. Whytt states that he never 
saw even temporary relief of the symptoms produced by any other means 
than those which increased the^ evacuations. Purgatives are to be ad- 
ministered, therefore, at an early period. But sometimes the stomach 
is so irritable that it will reject them. A previous bleeding will often cor-* 
rect this, and it is no small part of the benefit derived from the abstraction 
of blood, that it prepares the way for the more effectual operation of ape- 
rients and of mercury. A large clyster will often be of service, both in 
settling the stomach and in procuring stools, when there is much vomiting 
and a continual rejection of medicine given by the mouth. Dr. Cheyne 
mentions a form of medicine by which he sometimes succeeded in quiet- 
ing the irritable stomach, and procuring evacuations ; he gave a drachm 
or two of magnesia, saturated with lemon juice, every two or three hours. 
You may sometimes get calomel and scammony, however, to remain on 
the stomach when almost every other medicine is rejected. The purga- 
tive plan should be steadily persevered in for several days. To show you 
how torpid the bowels are apt to be in this disease, I may mention that a 
child of twenty-eight months took, in nine days, three hundred and fifty 
grains of calomel, (nearly forty grains a day) and in six of those days one 
hundred and thirty-six grains of jalap (more than twenty a day) ; the ef- 
fects were a gentle purging from the jalap, none from the previous calomel* 
and but slight salivation. The child recovered, after having been nearly 
in a comatose state. Cold, applied to the head, is especially useful in the 
early periods of the disease, when there is much heat, and when evacua- 
tions have been obtained. I am doubtful about the propriety of keeping 
ice in conUct with the surface of the head in very young children. It 
will in many cases be sufficient to lay a linen rag, wet with cold water, 
(or spirit and water to promote evaporation,) upon the child's head, taking 
care to renew it frequently, not merely as often as it gets dry, but as often 
as it gets hot ; or water may be poured upon the head from a pitcher, a 
basin being held under the chin. Dr. Darwall states that he has known 
cases, which seemed utterly hopeless, recover by letting water fall in a 
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small succession of drops upon the scalp, and continuing it until the head 
no longer recovered its high temperature upon intermitting the dropping. 
I need scarcely say, that under all circumstances, it is expedient to keep 
the head somewhat elevated. The influence of this mode of applying 
cold to the head is increased, perhaps rendered safer, by immersing the 
lower extremities of the patient at the same time in warm water. DiflTer- 
ent opinions have been held in respect to the value of mercury in this dis- 
ease. I should not omit giving mercury, but, at the same time, 1 should 
not give it with the direct object of affecting the gums, of producing ptya- 
lism. I believe the evidence with respect to the efficacy of mercury car- 
ried to salivation, in acute hydrocephalus, is this, — ^that some very despe- 
rate cases have got well, the improvement commencing at the time when 
the mercurial influence on the system was becoming apparent ; and that 
in other cases the occurrence of salivation has been followed by no alle- 
viation of the symptoms, but the disease has run on, unchecked, to its 
fatal termination. If you are desirous of taking the chance of the specific 
influence of mercury doing good, you had better give calomel as a part of 
the purgative plan, and rub in some of the mercurial ointment. You had 
better do this than lock up the child's bowels by combining opium with the 
calomel ; not to mention the injurious efi*ects of opium in young children 
in particular. The calomel should be given steadily, in full and equal 
doses, at equal intervals. Green evacuations from the bowels, resembling 
wet tea leaves, or chopped spinach, usually follow its continued adminis- 
tration, and this appearance, (like the rising of the. gums in adults) is gene^ 
rally regarded as a proof that the influence of the mineral is felt by the con* 
stitution, and that it is doing all the good of which it is capable. I should 
ab.^tain from blisters at the commencement of the disease, but in the sec- 
ond stage, applied to the nape of the neck, or the head, they are often of 
good service, and several may be applied in succession. When there is 
much irritability towards the decline of the disorder— or in its latest pe- 
riod—opiates may be cautiously tried ; they sometimes have appeared to be 
extremely beneficial. Two or three grains of Dover's powder is a very 
' eligible form of opiate in such cases. 

I have now told you the remedies which / believe to be the best ; 
and which will save the patient, when judiciously used, if the case be 
within the compass of our cure, and you will do well to learn how to 
manage these powerful means. I am confident you will find that more to 
your purpose than trying now this and now the other remedy because itis 
new, or because some persons tell you they have been wonderfully suc- 
cessful with it." 



Opium Smoking, — Lord Jocelyn, in a recent work, (the Campaign in 
China) says, " one of the objects which I had the curiosity to visit at Singa- 
pore, was the opium smoker in his elysium. It is a fearful spectacle, 
though at first sijjht less revolting than that of the drunkard, reduced by 
his vices to the level of the brute. However, the stupid smile and lethar- 
gic apathy of the opium smoker, have in them something more horri- 
ble even than the brutalization of the sot, and pity takes the place of every 
other feeling, when we behold the colorless cheekti and haggard eyes of 
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the victim, succumbing beneath the omnipotent effect of the poison. A 
street situated in the middle of the city, js completely occupied by shops 
destined for the sale of opium, and there, at night, when the labors of the 
day are over, a crowd of wretched Chinese assemble to gratify their 
abominable passion. The rooms in which they sit and smoke are sur- 
rounded by a sort of wooden sofa, with cushions for the head, and, gene- 
rally, a room set apart for gaming makes a part of these establishments. 
The pipe used is a sort of reed, about an inch in diameter : an opening 
made in a flattened sphere at the one end, contains a piece of opium, which 
is not larger than a pin*s head. The drug is prepared with a perfumed 
conserve, and very little is necessary for charging the. pipe, which only 
produces one or two mouthfuls, and the smoker inhales it strongly, as in 
smokinfiT a hookah. One or two pipes are a dose for a novicC; but a con- 
firmed smoker can smoke for hours together. Several days of this fright- 
ful pleasure, particularly if indulged in to excess, suffice to render the face 
sickly pale, and give a haggard look to the eyes. In a few months, or 
even weeks, the healthy man will become changed into an idiotic creature, 
little better than a skeleton. Language has ,no power to express the an- 
guish which these wretches suflfer, if, after long usage, they are deprived 
of the poison ; and it is only when to a certain degree under its influence, 
that their vital faculties seem to be roused. At 9 o'clock at night, in the 
houses appropriated for their ruin, these melancholy victims may be seen 
plunged in all the states which result from the intoxication of opium. 
Some enter half mad to gratify the terrible appetite which they have con- 
trolled with so much difficulty during the day ; others, yet under the influ- 
ence of the first pipe, laugh and talk irrationally ; whilst upon the neigh- 
boring benches lie others, motionless and languid, smiling like idiots, too 
much overwhelmed with the eflfects of the poison to pay any attention to 
what is passing aroui^d them, completely absorbed in their cruel enjoy- 
ment. The last scene of the tragedy is enacted in a room detached from 
the house, a true deadhouse, where lie those, stiflT as corpses, who 
have reached that state of ecstasy to which the opium smoker so madly as- 
pires, an image of the long sleep into which their blind folly will ere long 
precipitate them." 

It is said that there exist in Paris opium smokers, and that they haire 
even formed a society, calling themselves opiophiloi, with a register, in 
which each member describes the sensations he experiences during the 
opiate ecstasy. 



Painful Affection of the Rectum. — At a late meeting of the Medical So- 
ciety of r^ndon, Mr. Herd related a curious case of pain in the rectum. 
The patient, a lawyer, aged thirty-three, of sedentary habits, had excrucia- 
tinjr pain in the rectum just within the sphincter. Various remedies were 
tried, opiates, quinine, arsenic, &c. On examination, no trace of organic 
disease was found, but within the sphincter was.a spot the size of a shil- 
ling, which was very tender. The anus was now dilated, and the part 
examined by the eye :— no change of structure could be detected. Other 
means failing, Mr. H. divided the sphincter directly through the painful 
spot. Instant relief followed, and the wound healing by granulation, the 
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patient did well. In tbe discussion which followed^ Dr. Thompson de* 
precated the operation of dividing the sphincter, as frequently causing in- 
continence of fffices ; Mr. Pilcher doubted whether this often resulted 
from the operation. We observe in this discussion that the late Dr. Bush, 
of this city, is spoken of as Mr. Bush, an American practitioner ! 



On the employment of Arsenious Acid in Phthisis, By M. Trousseau. 
— During some few months, M. T. has submitted eight patients to the 
action of this agent. In four it was fatal, in four others, notwithstanding 
vast caverns, &c., the general health improved and cough and expectoration 
diminished. The means deserves a trial in this intractable disease. A 
sheet of white paper is dipped in a solution composed of one part of ar- 
senlate of soda, and thirty parts of water. The paper is then made into 
little segars the length of the finger, and the patient is directed to smoke 
one, or even two daily, inhaling the fumes into the lungs by inspiring at 
the moment the fumes enter the mouth. — Bull. Gen, de Therap,^ Feb, 1841. 



On the treatment of Acute Articular Rheumatism^ by large doses of th$ 
Nitr. Potass. By M. Aran. — This paper details the results of twelve 
cases of acute rheumatism, treated by M. M. Gendrin and Solon. The 
stage of the disease varied from the second to the fifth day. The nitrate 
of potash was administered in some demulcent ptisan, the mean quantity 
taken by each patient being an ounce and two scruples per diem, and 
twelve ounces throughout the whole disease. The mean duration of the 
disease, from the commencement of the treatment, was eight days. The 
efi*ect is free diaphoresis, catharsis and diuresis. The pulse sunk and the 
pain in the joints rapidly diminished. In three cases, complicated with 
endocarditis, or pericarditis, these affections rapidly subsided, though no 
other treatment was used. — Jour, des. Conn, April, y 1841. 



GLEANINQS. 

A < white negro* is now being exhibited at the Lowell Museum. He is 
eight years old, born of black parents in Georgia, and is lighter than most 
white people. His hair is also white ; yet in every act and feature he is 
represented to be a perfect negro. If this statement be true, the case is 
curious, as being one of universal leucopathia. Piebald negroes have been 
frequently met with. Judging from the very great increase of mulattoes 
among us, such an event might here be supposed to be at length not impos- 
sible.— —Dr. Foyen, the advocate of animal magnetism, is at present re- ' 
siding in Paris, and pursuing his medical studies in the hospital of that 
city. " One of the most awful deeds that has perhaps ever come within 
the knowledge of the human race, was perpetrated in the vicinity of this 
place on Sunday morning last, by a Mrs. Roper. She hilled three of her 
own children^ by cutting their heads off with an axe. From the information 
which we have received on the subject, it seems to have been done while 
she was in a fit of mental derangement. She is the mother of eleten 
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children, inclodini; the three which she killed. She appears now to he 
restored to reason, and is a pitiable spectacle of the deepest and niosi 
bitter anguish. She says that while under the influence of a distorted 
imagination, she thought she was doing a charitable action in ridding her 
husband of the burthen of supporting herself and their five youngest chil- 
dren, as he is a poor and very hard-working man." — Louisville (Miss,) 
Tablet, oj' the 24th ult. We have here another melancholy illustration 
of the '* insane impulse" as it is called by Dr. Prichard, constituting his 

fourth form of moral insanity. " The Washkiglon Temperance Society 

of our city has, after mature deliberation, embarked zealously in the enter- 
prise of establishing a house of refuge for drunkards, wherein ail who are 
suffering from the ravages of that deadly malady, intemperance, and are 
willing to escape from its thraldom, may comfortably remain until their 
cure is perfected. The idea is a noble one, and we trust it will be warmly 
seconded by our philanthropic citizens. It is now rendered certain that 
drunkenness may be cured, for it has been in hundreds of instances. 
Why should not the healing be as universal as the disease ? Friends of 
suffering humanity! one year of zealous, enlightened, seif-sacrificing ef- 
fort, will nearly extirpate the desolating monster from the land ! Who 
will hold back, when the humblest effort is so abundantly blessed ?" The 
above is from the Tribune of the 6ih August. We earnestly hope that 
the plan may be carried into full operation, as the only means of effectu- 
ally reclaiming the drunkard is to remove him from the contagion of example 
and the influence of temptation. All we regret is, that the retirement 
thither is to be voluntary : we would have it compulsory on every domestic 
sot and every street loafer. The plan would appear to be analogous to 
that of an institution in Amsterdam, in which drunken or idle husbands, 
and spendthrift wives or sons, were imprisoned until contrite and reformed. 

The remedy is said seldom to have failed. — Ed, Gaz. A toarning, — The 

Wilmington (N. C.) Advertiser says: — " The death of Mr. Driver, mention- 
ed under our obituary head, was caused by taking lobelia. He had complain- 
ed for two or three days of being a little unwell, and on Wednesday morning 
about breakfast time, took a powerful dose of lobelia, although warmly re- 
monstrated with by his attendants, saying at the same time he should be 
about his business in an hour or two. Directly after taking it he was 
seized with spasms, and in fifteen minutes was a corpse." ** Too much 

of a good thing is good for nothing.'' Yellow Fever at New Orleans. — 

The Bee of the 6th says : — " We are sorry that this disease is spreading 
amongst the unacclimated portion of our community. Several cases have 
occurred within the last twenty-four hours, and some patients have been 
admitted to the charity hospital. There are likewise a few cases under 
treatment at Dr. Stone's infirmary. Two deaths from this malady, which 
occuned last week on board the ship Talma, were not reported to the 
board of health, owing to the bodies having been interred at Lafayette.** 

The Spotted Fever, — Fifteen or twenty cases of this terrible disease 

have occurred in Trumbull county, Ohio, during the summer, nearly all of 

which proved fatal in the course of twenty-four hours. The sickness in 

Tallahassee. — ^The Florida Sentinel of the 22d ult. says, that during the 
three preceding months, from eight to ten per cent of the population of 
Tallahassee have Aed. Jhe sickness is now abating. 
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A meeting of the medical officers of the Navy Yard of Philadelphia, 
was held on the 6tb inst, to express their sympathy in the loss sustained 
hy the relatives and friends of the late Dr. Mordecai Morgan. Dr. Kusch- 
enberger was appointed to write a biographical sketch of him, and also of 
surgeon Thomas J. Boyd, who died about two years ago. The meeting 
also resolved to wear the usual badge of mourning for thirty days. 



The twentieth lecture terra of the Berkshire Medical Institution com- 
menced on the 5th instant. We are happy to learn that its prospects 
were never more flattering. From seventy to seventy-five young gentle- 
men, from different parts of the Union, are now in attendance, while daily 
arrivals are constantly swelling the number. The recent organization of 
the faculty, and the increasing facilities for communicating with different 
parts of the country, are giving to the Berkshire Medical Institution new 
life and vigor ; and we rejoice to witness its success. 



At an adjourned anniversary meeting of the New York County Medical 
Society, held July 29th, 1841, the following committees were appointed 
for the ensuing year ; — 

Library Committee, — Drs. Buel, S. Hasbrouck, and James R. Wood. 

Meteorological Committee j — Drs. Budd, Oilman, and F. Hasbrouck. 

Committee on Diseases, — Drs. F. T. Ferris, Drake, and Dunnell. 

Committee of Intelligence, — Drs. S. P. While, C A. Lee, and Devan, 

Finance Committe, — Drs. S. Hasbrouck, A. C. Post, and J. Linsly, 

Ward Committees. — 1 st Ward, Drs. Pratt, and Randolph : 2d Ward, 
Drs. Gilford and Barstow : 3d Ward, Drs. John Watson, and McComb: 
4th Ward, Drs. James Wright and W. E. Stillw«ll : 5lh Ward, Drs. Buei 
and Kinsley: 6th Ward, Drs. Hugh Sweeney and James Stewart: 7th 
Ward, Drs. James R. Wood and Van Kleeck : 8th Ward, Drs. James B. 
Kissam and W. C Roberts : 9th Ward, Drs. R. W. Cairns and J. W. G. 
Clements: lOlh Ward, Drs. J. Conning and W. Cockcroft : 11th Ward, 
Drs. T. F. Cornell and J. Smith Perry : i2ih Ward, Drs. A. V. Williams 
and Guy C. Bayley : 13th Ward, Drs. Dunnell and Walters : 14th Ward, 
Drs. S. Hasbrouck and Pitts : 15th Ward, Drs. A. Dubois and E. L. Bea- 
dle : 16th Ward, Drs. E. G. Rawson and Horsefield : 17th Ward, Drs. 
B. W. Macready and D. P. Holton. 



Tincture of Iodine to Phagedenic Chancres, Ricord. — From 'no- topical 
application in this disease, has Ricord derived such prompt and happy 
results as from the tincture of iodine. In a patient who had an open bubo, 
the ulceration being phagedenic and very extensive, after numerous means 
had failed for two months, the tincture of iodine so modified the ulcera- 
ted surfaces that their extent visibly diminished from day to day. The 
cure was perfect in less than one month. — Bull. Gen. de Ther., Feb. 1841. 
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Necrology, — At the Washington University, Baltimore, July 22d, Dr. J. 
J. Laphen, Resident Physician. 

At Norfolk, July 29ih, on board U. S. ship Pennsylvania, Dr. Johi R. 
Chandler, surgeon U. S. Navy, attached to that ship. 

At Baltimore, August 1 0th, Dr. Samuel G. Baker, professor of Materia 
Medica and Therapeutics in the University of Maryland. 



Statistict. — Synopsis of inquests held by Dr. C. B. Archer, coroner of 
the city and county of New York, from the 9lh of July, 1841, to the 9lh 
of August, both inclusive. 

Whole number of inquests, 59. Males, 36 ; females, 23. 

Ages. — Still bom, 3 ; under 1 year, 12 ; over 1 and under 5 years, 2 ; 
over 5 and under 15 years, 5 ; over 15 and under 35 years, 24 ; over 35 
and under 50 years, 10 ; over 50 and under 75 years, 3 ; total, 59. 

Nativity, — New York, 27; Ireland, 19; Scotland, 1; England, 1; 
Germany, 2 ; New Jersey, 1 ; unknown 8. 

Causes of Death. — Homicide, 0; accidents,— drowned, 12; crushed 
by the fall of a bank of earth, 1 ; poisoned by laudanum, 2 ; injuries from 
falls, 2 ; poisoned by blood root, 4 ; killed by blasting rocks, 1 ; smother- 
ed, 2 ; total, 24. 

Suicide, — By opium, 2. 

Diseases, — Of the head, 7 ; chest, 8 ; bowels, 2 ; convulsions, 2 ; in- 
temperance, 3 ; delirium tremens, 1 ; marasmus, 2 ; cholera infantum, 
2 ; total, 27. 

Other Causes, — Drinking cold water, 2 ; still bom, 3 ; want and neg- 
lect, 1 ; total, 6 : grand total, 59. 



To the Subscribers to the New York Journal of Medicine and Surgery,— 
This Journal having been discontinued, the list of country subscribers has, 
by the liberality of the publishing committee, been handed to the publisher 
of tbe Gazette. To each of these the Gazette will be sent. Those who 
do not wish it continued, will please return this number to the publisher 
with their address written upon it. Those who do not will be considered 
subscribers. 



ALBANY MEDICAL COLLEGE. 

The next unniul tesslon of Lectorei will commence on the first Tuesday in NoTember, 1841, and 
continne sixteen weeks. 

Alden March, II. D^ Pi of. of Surgery. 

James M'Naughton, M. D., Prof. Theory and Practice of Medicine. 
T. Romeyn Beck, M. D.. Prof. Materia Medica. 
Ebenezer Era mens, M. D., Prof, obstetrics and Natmal History. 
Lewis C. Beck, M. D., Prof. Chemistry and Pharmacy. 
James H. Armsby, M. D., Prof. Anatomy. 
Thomas Hun, M. D., Prof. Institutes of Medicine. 
Amos Dean, Baq., Prof. Medical Jurisprudence. 
Fee for an the courses, $70. Graduation fee, $S0. Matriculation fee, $5. Board from $S Co 
$9,M per week. 

ALDEN MARCH, M. D., PntidttU «/ Facmtt^, 
5w. J. H. ARMSBY, M. D., lUgu&mr. 
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NEW YORK ORTHOPCEDIC INSTITUTION, 

FOR THE TREATMENT OF CURVATURE OF THK SPINE, Ac 

The undersigned have established themselres in this city for the treatment of Curvature of the 
Sfrine. ' Having had the advantage of witnessing the course pursued by the most eminent surgeons 
in this department, in France and Germany ; and having also brought into use not only the apparatua 
employed by Ou^rin and others, but also some peculiar modifications, which the subscribers deem 
improvements in this branch of surgenr ; they respectfully invite the attention of the profession, 
and the public generally, to the mode of treatment adopted by them. A year has now nearly elapsed 
since the institution was opened, and the number of patients now under charge warrants them in the 
belief that their principles are such as will accord with those of intelligent and scientific men. 

J. H. DORR, M. D., 
New York, Aug. «, 1841. S. C. BREWSTER, M. D., 

No. 60 Fourteenth Street. M. D. VAN PELT, M. D. 

j_ , « - 

MEDICAL INSTITUTION OF YALE COLLEGE. 

The annual course of Lectures, for the term of 1841-2, will commence on Thnraday, Septembei 
30, and continue sixteen weelcs. 

Chemistry and Pharmacy, by Benjamin Silliman, M. D., LL.D. 
Theory and Practice of Physic, by Eli Ives, M. D. 
Materia Medica and Therapeutics, by William Tully. M. D. 
Principles and Practice of Surgery, by Jonathan Knight, M. D. 
Obstetrics, by Timothy P. Beers, M. D. 
Anatomy and Physiology, by Charles Hooker, M. D. 
Fees for a full course, $70, to be paid in advance. Abundant facilities for dissections at a vecy 
moderate expense. Graduation fee, $15. 

CHARLES HOOKER, Secretary. 
Tale College, New Haven, July 0, 1841. 5w. 

JEFFERSON MEDICAL COLLEGE OF PHILADELPHIA. Session of 1841-IS. 

The regular Lectures will commence on the first Mondav of November. 
Robley Dunglison, M. D., Professor of Institutes of Medicine and Medical JurispradMioe. 
. Robert M. Huston, M. D., Professor of Materia Medica and General Therapeutics. 
Joseph Pancoasi, M. D., Professor of General, Descriptive and Surgical Anatomy. 
J. K. Mitchell, M. D., Professor of Practice of Medicine. 
Thomas D. Mdtter, M. D., Professor of Institutes and Practice of Surgery. 
Charles D. Meigs, M. D., Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children. 
Franklin Bache, M. D , Professor of Chemistry. 
On and after the first of October, the dissecting-room will be open, and the Professor of Anatomy 
will give his personal attendance thereto. Clinical Instruction will likewise be given at the Dispen- 
sary of the College . 

During the course ample opportunities will be aflforded for clinical instruction ; Professors Dungli> 
son, Huston, and Pancoast being medical oflkers of the Philadelphia Hospital ; Professor Meigs of 
the Pennsylvania Hospital ; and Professor Miitter, Surgeon to the Philadelphia Hospital. 

Professor Dunglison will lecture regularly on Clinical Medicine, and Professor Pancoaston Clinical 
Surgery, at the Philadelphia Hospital, throughout the course. Added to these facilities, the museum 
of the Institution affords essential aid to the student by its various anatomical, patliological and obste- 
tncal preparations and drawings, as well as by the diversified specimens of genuine and spurious ar- 
ticles, and plates, and drawings, dbc, for Illustrating the Materia Medica. These, with the numerous 
and varied specimens that have recently been added fr m the private collections of the members of 
the faculty, render the museum and cabinets more rich and eflfective for the purpose of medical in- 
struction, than they have ever been. 
1 nov. ROBERT M. HUSTON, M. D., Dean of the Faculty. 

GEO. TIEMAN, 08 CHATHAM ST.— SURGICAL INSTRUMENT MAKER.— Has on hand aU 
kinds of Surgeons' Instruments, warranted of the best workmanship. Every variety of Instruments 
made to order at short notice. From a lon^ experience in Europe and America, O. T. feels confir 
dent in recommending his Instruments to his old customers, and Surgeons generally, and solicits a 
continuance of their patronage. 
Neut York, July il, IMl. 

THE NEW YORK MEDICAL GAZETTE is published every Wednesday, br Uriah Turner, M, 
D., No. 8 Park Place, to whom aJi communications should be addressed, post paid. Price $S per an- 
num, payable in advance— after three months $4. No subscriptions received for less than one year. 

By the regulations of the Post OfiSce Department, Post-Masters are allowed to forward, under their 
frank, letters written by themselves, containing money to pay the subscription of third parties to 
any periodical. To render the performance of this act of courtesy less burthensoroe. the letter should 
be prepared for the Pott-Master's signature, by the person wishing to avail himself of the privilege. 
If this IS done, the favor will rarely be denied by any Post-Master. AdvertisemenU inserted on fa- 
vorable terms. 

W. E. DEAN, PRINTER, 2 ANN STREET. 
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ORieiNAL DEPARTMENT. 

A case of Luxation^ the Femur into the Perineum. By Willard 
Parker, M. D., rrof. of Surajand Surg. Anat^ in the College 
of Physicians and Surgeons, of the Univ. of the State of New 
York. 

* In the London Lancet, there is reported a peculiar luxation at 
the thigh joint, which occurred in May last. The patient died at 
St. George's Hospital.* 

That case called to my nnind one in which I was interested some 
years since. The patient Mr. E. — aged about thirty-five, was a 
caulker by occupation, and the accident happened while he was at 
work under the bottom of a canal boat, July 20th, 183L The 
boat was raised upon props, three and a half feet long. He was 
standing bent forward very much, and his feet far astride. Between 
his feet there wbs lying a piece of round timber, afoot in diameter. 
While at work in this position, the props gave way, the boat came 
down, killing one of the workmen, and forcing the patient down 
by the side of the timber over which he was standing, in such a 
manner that the left thigh was placed between it and the bottom 
of the boat. On being extricated from this situation, the left limb 
was found standing at a right angle with the trunk, the toes* were 
turned a little inward, the natural form of the nates lost, and the 
bead of the bone, distinctly felt in rotation, in the perineum behind 
the scrotum, and near the bulb of the urethra. 

Reduction was effected without much difficulty, in the following 
manner. The patient was placed upon a table, resting upon his 
back, and the pelvis confined by passing a strip of muslin around 
it. Extension was then made downward and outward, accompa- 
nied by moderate rotation, and in this way the head of the bone 
was made to surmount the ramus of the ischium, and to pass into 
the foramen thyroideum, changing the luxation from a perineal to 
a thyroideal one. From this position the bone wa^ replaced in the 
acetabulum, by carrying the luxated limb strongly across the sound 
one. 

• This case will be found in the analytical department of this namber — jBi- 

8 
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226 A Case ofQlossitU. 

filed, dry, of a dusky red, and slightly marked by the indentations 
of the teeth. Respiration and deglutition natural and free. The 
muscles about the jaws, painful upon motion. A large enema was 
immediately administered, Which produced several free evacua- 
tions. Dr. Hoffman, the surgeon in attendance, now saw him, and 
directed a strict anti-phlogistic course of treatment ; accordingly be 
was bled from the arm to syncope — f xij. — and took f ss. of the fol- 
lowing mixture every two hours : 

R. — Tart, antim. et Potass, gr ij, 
Sulph, Magnes, fij. 
Aq. Font, 5 viij. 
Diet absolute. 

P. M. The tumefaction of the tongue continues to increase, and 
there is inability to open the jaw, except to a very small extent. 
A large tobacco poultice was applied to the jaws, which relieved 
the rigidity of the muscles of the jaw considerably, and also kept 
up a degree of nausea, which was desirable, since the mixture 
ordered above had to be discontinued, from the impossibility of ad- 
ministering it, from the tumefaction of the tongue, and every 
attempt to swallow producing violent attacks of coughing, almost 
amounting to strangulation. A large enema, containing tinct. aloes, 
C. 5 j. was administered, with decided effect. V. S. to syncope — 
f xij. — tongue and gland punctured. 

1 1th, A. M. Slept very little last night ; obliged to be supported ia 
the bed-chair ; countenance very anxious ; great dyspncea ; deglu- 
tition very difficult. V. S. f xxx. 

12, M. Suffocation seemed imminent. Y. S. f xij. A sharp- 
pointed, curved bistoury was passed upon the dorsum of the tongue, 
depressed by means of the handle of a spoon, and five parallel in- 
cisions made in the tongue, from the root to the apex. The flow 
of blood, dark colored, was considerable, and he experienced almost 
immediate relief. Repeat enema. 

P. M. Incisions again practiced, with relief. 

12th, A. M. Still considerable dyspnoea; countenance less anx- 
ious ; slept some at intervals last night. Y. S. f xvj.; incisions re- 
peated ; poultice continued. 

P.M. Decidedly /improved ; jaws relaxed; respiration easier; 
now swallows for the first time ; tongue much decreased in volume. 

13th, A. M . Slept l>etter last night than at any time during the 
disease ; bowels naturally moved ; he can now open his mouth with 
tolerable freedom, and partook of some nourishment — arrow-root. 
Ordered a garde of alum-water and honey. ' 

He continued to improve from this date ; the tumtfaction of the 
tongue and gland slowly subsiding. 
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Case of Sudden Dbath with effusion into the Pericardium. By 
John R. McComb. New York. 

Dear Doctor, — I send you the following, to me, interesting 
case ; you are at liberty to make any use of it you think proper. 

Monday, September 6th, 1841. I was called to visit Jane Glover, 
a servant woman, in the family of Mr. P., of Cedar-street. 1 found 
her laboring under violent palpitation of the heart ; pulse frequent, 
but not harder than natural ; the tongue, with a slight mucous coat- 
ing ; respiration very laborious ; the whole countenance expressive 
of anxiety. I received the following history of the case from Mrs. 
P. ; it was confirmed by the patient. 

She arrived in this country about two months ago, from Ireland ; 
she had always been healthy at home, but on her passage to Ameri- 
ca, was very sea-sick, in consequence of which, some of the passen- 
gers tf)ld her that she could not live long in this country. This 
alarmed her at the time, but she had enjoyed her health since her 
arrival ; had menstruated regularly, and felt as well as usual until tlie 
day previous ,to my seeing her — Sunday, Sept. 5th. She was out 
with one of the children, when a country-woman of her's, whom 
she met in the street, observing her face and hands covered with 

Ericklyrheat, told her that she was going to die ; that she would not 
ve a month. At this she became extremely alarmed ; her heart, 
she stated, beat so violently she could hardly get home. Mrs. P. 
tried to reason her out of her fears, and used several domestic rem- 
edies, believing it to be hysteria, but all to no purpose. She con- 
tinued in that state, and I was sent for. Believing her case — from 
the facts detailed — to be one of a truly hysterical character, I bled 
her, gave her an emetic of Ipecac, and Tart. Ant., to be followed, 
some hours after, by a saline cathartic, prognosticating to her that 
she would be well the next day. My directions were strictly fol- 
lowed. On the following day I called, and found my patient much 
relieved ; the palpitation still continued, though not so violent. Be- 
lieviog that it would wear off, and as she had left her bed, and ex- 

1 pressed her belief that she would soon be well enough, I took my 
eave. On Friday, the 10th, I was again sent for, and to my aston- 
ishment, found her in a moribund state. Mrs. P. stated that the 
palpitation of the heart had never left her, but appeared better for a 
day or two after my last visit. The family were much astonished, 
when I informed them that she was dying. I immediately ordered 
wine whey, anti-spasmodics, blister, &c., out all to no purpose; she 
continued to sink,and died about 7, A. M.,on the 11th. About two 
hours before she died, she walked, with assistance, from an upper, 
down to a lower, room ; she continually expressed herself as feeling 
better, although the palpitation and laborious breathing never ceased 
until she died. On the evening previous to her death, my friend, 
Dr. Moneypenny^ saw her with me, and as I expressed my belief to 
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him that she would die in consequence of efiusion in the thorax, I 
was anxious for a post mortem examination. Three hours after 
death, with the assistance of the above named gentleman, and Dr. 
Henschel, I made an examination of the thorax. Upon raising the 
sternum, and opening the pericardium, we found about 10 or 12 oz. 
of serum contained therein^ The heart was rather larger than com- 
mon, with an unusual quantity of adipose substance on it, and in the 
cavity of the pleura we found, as near as we could judge, about a 
quart of serum. With the exception of a tubercle here and there, 
and a congested appearance of the lungs, we could not find any 
other marks of recent or chronic disease in the cavity of the thorax. 
We did not pursue the examination any farther, being satisfied of 
the cause of death. Yours respectfully, 

JNO. R. McCOMB. 
New York, Sept. 20, 1841. 



Case of Extra Uteririe Gestation^ with discharge of Festal Bones 
per anum. 

In Februaiy, 1836, 1 was desired to visit a Mrs. E., aged about 
20. I called immediately, and found her with the following symp- 
toms. Great emaciation ; surface dry, and below common tem- 
perature ; extremities cold ; skin pale and puffed with slight ana- 
sarca ; pulse feeble, frequent, and accelerated by the slightest exer- 
cise ; abdomen, to appearance, ^'e^ne, and extremely tender upon 
pressure ; by passins the hand over the abdomen, several indurated 
tumors were distinctly felt, deeply seated, and slightly moveable, by 
external pressure ; great prostration of strength, restlessness, vigil- 
ance, occasional tremors, and great depression of spirits ; respiration 
thoracic and painful; tongue pale; appetite lost or depraved; di- 
gestion bad ; bowels costive and relaxed, alternately ; catamenia 
entirely suppressed ; leucorrheal discharge. 

I was informed, that sometime in June of the previous year, she was 
attacked with regular labor pains, which continued for several hours, 
then gradually subsided, and finally ceased entirely, and never after- 
wards returned. The abdominal tumor appeared, as usual in cases 
of pregnancy, and she being in labor for the first time, the subsidence 
of the pain gave no alarm to her attendants at first, the circumstance 
being attributed to moral, rather than other causes. The abdominal 
tumor, soon after, began gradually to disappear, and at the time I 
saw her, it answered the description given above. Examination, 
per vaginam, disclosed nothing of the true nature of the case; and I 
adopted a plan of treatment, the object of which was, to palliate the 
severe symptoms, and strengthen the general system. I gave her 
an anodyne draft, to be taken, pro re nata, to relieve pain, and pro- 
cure sleep ; occasional doses of the syrup of rhubarb, and the Vol. 
tinct of Guiac, in drachm doses, three times a day. 
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Called again, three days after, and found the pain and diffuBe 
tenderness in the abdomen much reheved; remedies continued. 
Three days^after, the patient continuing to grow more comfortal le, 
the remedies were continued for six days longer, with slight varia- 
ations, when I was informed that she voided, when at stool, per va- 
ginam, a mass which she compared to a bunch of grapes. This 
was, unfortunately, thrown away, and I could not obtain it for ex- 
amination. The patient's health seemed rapidly improving. Three 
days after, during my next visit, I was shown several pieces of 
foetal skeleton, which she declared were dischai^ed per anum. The 
same remedies were continued, and several days after, when I called 
again, she had voided a mass of bones, which composed nearly the 
whole foetal skeleton. These, like the others, I received the most 
positive assurance, were discharged per anum. The remaining 
bones were never afterwards seen. These bones were surrounded 
by decayed flesh, and presented the appearance of having been 
macerated about the length of time that elapsed after she arrived 
at the full period. The patient was soon after restored to her 
original firm health, which, I believe, has never since been inter- 
rupted. She has not been impregnated since, although she still con- 
tinues to live with her husband. 

The above described case is obviously one of extra uterine ges- 
tation, and the rarity of such cases may make it interesting to your 
readers. If you think it worthy of publication, I should be happy to 
have you add such remarks as the above statement of facts may 
suggest to your mind. 

Very respectfully. 



V. W. MASON, 



Canastota^ Madison Co., Sept. 18, 1841. 



NEW YORK MEDICAL GAZETTE. 



, NEW YORK, OCTOBER 20, 1841. 



We have just received from the publishers, Messrs. Barrington and 
Haswell, of Philadelphia, through the Messrs Langleys of this city, a 
copy of the second edition of Graves' Clinical Lectures, with notes and 
additions by Dr. Gerhard, of Philadelphia, whose appointment t» the Pro- 
fessorship of clinical medicine, in the University of Pennsylvania, we 
take this opportunity to notice. No man in the profession has done more 
for clinical instruction in this country, than Professor Gerhard, and it is 
with no small gratification that the friends of good medical instruction, 
see merit like his (we will not say rewarded) but appreciated, as this ap* 
pointment shows that his has been. TheUniversity of Pennsylvania has done 
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well, to secure Gerhard for herself; the reputation of the school will loose 
nothing in his hands. The lectures of Professor Graves, the publication 
of which has given us the opportunity of speaking as he deserves, and 
as we delight to speak of Dr. Gerhard, though we have not the pleasure of 
a personal acquaintance with him, have been long before the public, 
and the fact of a second edition being called for, is proof that their value 
is understood. Our space will not allow us to give a detailed notice of 
them, we can only commend them heartily to our readers. To the stu- 
dent and the young practitioner they are truly invaluable ; especially 
would we recommend them to students pursuing their studies in the coun- 
try, and who have no opportunity of seeing Hospital Practice. Reading 
we all know, is but a poor substitute for clinical observation, still, where 
the latter cannot be obtained, the study, not the mere reading, but the 
study of these lectures of Graves and Gerhard, is the best substitute we 
know of — to country students then, in particular, we would earnestly re- 
commend this book. Of the lectures which Professor Gerhard has added 
we will only say that they are worthy to be associated with those of Graves ; 
as Americans we are proud of the association, proud to see one of the 
first, if not the very first, of the European Clinical teachers followed 
♦* passibus aeqiis** by our countryman. 

N. B. We have heard a rumor that the final volume of the Library of 
Practical Medicine— on obstetrics — is published, but the fact has not 
been brought officially or editorially to our notice. 

Extirpation of the Parotid Gland — Barber Surgery. — M. Larrey (son of 
the Baron) has recently extirpated the parotid gland, in a girl of nineteen, 
of scrofulous constitution, in whom the gland, after having been much en- 
larged, and then reduced to one-half by free cupping, became hard and 
smooth — presenting at one point fluctuation. M. Larrey concluded that 
this was cancer, or would become cancer, and determined, contrary to the 
advice of Biett, to remove it, yielding to the entreaties of the patient and 
her friends. He did remove it (cutting into the external carotid by the 
way) — the artery was secured and the patient recovered. The tumor 
was presented to the Academy of Sciences, who satisfied themselves 
that it was really the parotid gland. 

Remarks. — We put this operation on record as a piece of surgical his- 
tory, but take leave to accompany it by the expression of our opinion, 
that a more unjustifiable operation could scarce be imagined. To extir- 
pate the parotid under such circumstances, (a scrofulous patient and the 
gland beginning to suppurate) was an operation, the idea of which was 
just worthy of the man who could blunder as M. L. did in cutting the 
carotid. The patient had a lucky escape from such hands. 

To restore the good humor of those of our readers whom this piece of 
Barber Surgery may have disgusted.fwe translate a few lines from the eu- 
logium lately delivered by Cruvielhier over Sanson — here we have the 
man of science speaking of and doing justice to another man of science. 

'* Than Sanson, no one was more profoundly impressed with this great 
truth, that the perfection of surgery was the knowing how to avoid operations. 
That an operation, even the most simple, is an extreme measure, which 
always endangers, more or less, the life of the patient, and which conse- 
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qnently, should only be practiced in cases of the most absolute necessity. 
His surgical honesty revolted against all those operations undertaken 
through complaisance, and all the so-called bold operations, which are not 
required and justified by clear indications." 

Honor to the surgical honesty of Sanson— would that there was more of 
it in the world !— -fit/. N. F. Med. Gaz, 



Institution for the treatment of Calculous Affections.^Our advertising 
columns contain Dr. Goldsmith's circular of his proposed Institution. To 
it we would respectfully ask the attention of our readers, especially those 
in the country. Dr. G. was one of the first to perform the operation fur Lith- 
otiity in our country, he visited Europe mainly to have an opportunity of 
preparing himself for it, and obtaining the extensive and costly apparatus 
necessary. Thus fully prepared he comes before the profession, with the 
intention of devoting himself to it as a speciality. Of his merits as a gene- 
ral operative surgeon, it is not necessary to speak : they are well known, 
and in the particular department to which he proposes to devote himself, 
we are well satisfied that he has few equals and no superiors. Our coun* 
try friends who do not operate, and who choose to commit their patients 
to Dr. Goldsmith's care, may be well assured that every thing which skill 
and science can do for them will be done. 



ANALYTICAL DEPARTMENT. 

Memoir on Tuberculization of the Bronchial Ganglia — ^Translated 
and Abridged, for the Medical Gazette, from the French of M. A. Bec- 
querell. 

(Concluded from p. 220.) 

§ III. Action of the Hypertrophied Glands on the (Esophagus, — Wheth- 
er the tuberculated glands can exercise any influence on this canal, I 
know not ; it would be indicated by a notable difficulty of deglutition. I 
have observed nothing of the sort ; nor have I ever known the thoracic 
dnct thus affected. To this, however, I have paid but little attention. 

2. Softening of the Bronchial G/awi^.— Softening usually begins in 
the centre ; laudable pus may be formed, or a serous or grumous matter, 
containing white shreds or coagula. Sometimes the whole gland softens 
at once. I saw a case of this sort, where, in a child of 5 years, 5 or 6 
glands were changed to cysts, filled with healthy pus ; the inner wall was 
rugous, and covered with arborescent injection ; no vestige of tubercu- 
loQs matter remained, and I might have supposed the case one of healthy 
suppuration ; but on attentive examination, I found three other glands in 
a state of grey induration, and two, more advanced with central cavities. 
Sometimes these tubercles are changed into a sort of dry, curdy or tallowy 
matter. Is this a curative process, or a beginning of softening, or is it a 
step in the transition to chalky matter ? I know not. The transition to 
calcareous or chalky matter is well known ; it is common in adults, but 
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very rare in children— I have seen it but once. Brpnchial glands, when 
once softened, may remain a certain time in their cysts, but sooner or 
later, their contents are evacuated into the bronchia. If the gland has 
not yet contracted any adhesions with the bronchus, ihey are now formed, 
and -the bronchus is opened by a process of ulceration, acting from with- 
out, inwards ; the opening is usually on the lateral surface of the bron- 
chus. Thus a cyst is formed, which, if deeply situated, may be mistaken 
for a true pulmonary cavity. Sometimes these cysts are multilocular, be- ' 
ing formed by the eventration of diflferent non-adherent glands, and their 
intercommunication. These cysts may be so pushed forward towards the 
lungs, that in the end they will cause a perforation of the pleura, and, con- 
sequently, a hydro-pneumo-thorax. This has been observed by Leblond, 
by Berton, and by Rilliet and Barthez. I have never met with it. When 
softened, these glands may cause an ulceration of the pulmonary artery ; 
M. Berton gives two cases of this kind. They have been known to cause 
perforation of the OBsophagus— both these changes are rare. The tubercu- 
lous matter being evacuated, can the cysts cicatrize, and so heal ? M. 
Guesent judging by the symptoms, thinks so, though he has never seen 
the cicatrices. I agree with him. 

Tuberculization of the bronchial glands may exist alone or with tuber- 
cles in the lungs, or the mesentery, or in any other part. Commonly, they 
co-exist with tubercles in the lungs, and it is a curious fact, established 
by Rilliet and BartheZ; that, whereas tuberculization in the lungs ad- 
vances from without, inward, the first tubercles being deposited immedi- 
ately beneath the pleura, tubercles in the bronchial glands progress from 
within, outward. 

Symptoms, — I speak of the symptoms when tubercles exist in the bron- 
chial glands, and no where else. They are very obscure. 

Sternal pain is sometimes complained of, but this symptom is common 
to many other affections. 

Cough may exist, but is too common to serve as a diagnostic. 

DyspncRa, — When this is excessive, and cannot be explained by the 
auscultory signs, it may be referred to the pressure of the hypertrophied 
glands on the bronchia, or the trachea. I have known M. Jadelot diag- 
nosticate tubercles of the bronchial glands from this symptom. 

Expectoration,— This can only throw light on the disease when there 
is eventration of a tubercular cyst, and a rejection of its contents by 
coughing. 

Percussion and Auscultation are often of little value ; when, however, a 
large bronchus is obstructed by the pressure of the hypertrophied glands, 
the part of the lung through which this bronchus ramifies, will present less 
respiratory sound than it should, and yet percussion will give a clear and 
normal sound. This enabled me correctly to diagnosticate the case of a 
young girl of seven years, whose death gave us subsequently an opportu- 
nity to verify the diagnosis. 

Symptoms resulting froth the compression of the great vessels. Palpita- 
tions are frequent where the aorta is compressed. Hypertrophy, to a cer- 
tain extent, I have already mentioned. The compression of the vena 
cava occasions dropsies, especially oedema of the lower limbs. Dropsies 
we know are common in phthisical patients, but they are by no means all de- 
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pendent on this cause. When anasarca takes place late in the disease, and 
about the time of its fatal termniation, it depends upon prostration, the cachexy 
of phthisis, but when the serous iiifilirations occur early, it may pretty 
certainly be referred to the compression of the cava. 1 may add, that in 
all cases of this kind, the urine should be examined, least, as every now 
and then happens in children, the patient may have the disease of Bright 
complicating the tuberculous affection. 

Besides these symptoms, we have those which are common to tuber- 
cles elsewhere, as emaciation, loss of strength, hectic fever, and, late in 
the disease, diarrhoea, which may depend on ulceration of the intestines, 
or on mere prostration. 

Termination, M. Guersent adniits four forms in which tuberculization 
may terminate favorably : — 

1st. — By resolution. Facts are wanting to prove that this ever occurs. 

2d. — By eventration and expulsion by coughing. M. Guersent has seen 
all the symptoms disappear after the expulsion of some tuberculous 
masses, and a cure more or less permanent result. 

3d. — By conversion of the tuberculous matter into chalky concretions. 

4th. — By cicatrization of the walls of the cyst after its contents have been 
discharged. These are the favorable terminations. Unhappily they are 
very rare, the disease generally proving fatal in one of the following 
ways : — 

lst.--J5y exhaustion from the progress of the disease. This frequently 
takes place in young children. 

2d. — By the developement of an accidental and acute phlegmasia. 
Under the debilitating influence of these bronchial tubercles, the different 
phlegmasise are developed with great facility. Of these, pneumonia is 
the most common, though bronchitis every now and then occurs. And 
enteritis (not tuberculous) may also destroy the patient. 

3d.— By the developement of other forms of tuberculous disease. Such 
as tubercles in the lungs or the pleura, tuberculous peritonitis, tuberculous 
ulceration of the intestines, tuberculous meningitis. Of these lesions, 
the tuberculous ulceration, producing fatal, exhausting diarrhcea, is the 
most common. 

Treatment. This is, in the main, the same as that for tiibercles in 
other situations. Upon this 1 sh^ll not enlarge, only laying down the 
three following genera] rules : — 

1st. — Modify the state of general health, by suiuble hygeinic means, 
and by the use of tonics. 

2d. — Combat the local symptoms when they present a certain degree 
of intensity — the dyspnoea, by local bleedings, plasters, and vesecatories ; 
the cough, by antispasmodics ; the dropsy, by dry fictions and by diuretics 
internally. Purgatives ought to be avoided as they may produce diar* 
rhoea, which it will be difficult or even impossible to check. 

3d. — Combat the accidental complications — as, the diarrhoea, by as- 
tringents and opiates. If a phlegmasia appear, bleeding should be resorted 
to, with very great reserve, as likely to break down the system. Vese- 
catories are to be preferred. With these general rules I dismiss the 
subject of treatment. 
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On the changes which take place in the constituent elements of the blood, 
in different diseases. By M. M. Andral & Gavarret. — The 65ih vol. 
of the Ann. de Chimie et de Physique^ contains a memoir on the changes 
which the constituent elements of the blood, viz. fibrin, globules, solid 
elements of the serum and water, undergo in different diseases ; as in- 
flammations, fevers, hcemorrhages, <&c. Every one knows that the state 
of the blood as modified by disease, has of late attracted renewed atten- 
tion. But there is 'nothing that has fallen under our notice, which ap- 
pears to us to possess any thing like the practical interest of the enquiries 
of Prof. Andral. They can, however, only be regarded as the commence- 
ment of what will require more extended observations to complete, and in 
the analysis we are now about to make, we can only hope to present a 
bare outline of some of the facts already discovered. 

The method of examining the blood is that recommended by M. M. 
Prevost and Dumas, which is as follows : 

The blood is received into tw6 capsules of the same size, each capable 
of holding one hundred and eighty grammes of water. 

In one of the capsules, the first and fourth quarters of the blood drawn, 
should be collected, which should be set aside to coagulate. 

The second cup should receive the second and third quarters of the 
blood drawn, which should be immediately beaten up, to separate the fi- 
brin, which should then be carefully washed. 

After coagulation has taken place, the serum should be carefully sepa- 
rated from the clot in the first cup : and the fibrin which was obtained 
from beating up the blood in the second cup, the serum and the clot should 
be dried. 

By weighing the dried fibrin, we ascertain the quantity of fibrin in the 
clot under examination. 

By weighing the serum after complete desiccation, we ascertain the 
proportion of water, and of solid materials which it contains. 

Finally, the dried clot should be weighed : the quantity of water it con- 
tained, represented by the loss sustained by the process of desiccation 
will enable us to calculate the amount of the solids of the serum contained 
in the dried clot : then substracting the weight of the fibrin from that of the 
dried clot, plus the weight of the solids of the serum already obtained, 
we have the weight of the globules contained in the clot. 

This process give us the weight of the fibrin ; of the globules ; of the 
solids ; of the serum ; of the water. 

If we wish to proceed farther and separate the organic from the unorgani- 
zed solids of the serum, we must first subject this fluid to desiccation, then 
weigh the solid residuum, and afterwards subject it to incineration in a 
platina crucible. The white mass which remains will represent the un- 
organized solids of the serum. 

It is important also to state the mean proportions of these constituent 
principles of the blood. In health they are, as established by M. Le Canu, 
fibrin, 3; globules, 127; solids of the serum, (of which eight parts are 
unorganized) 80 ; water, 790=1000. 

From these data, M. M. Andral and Gavarret, proceed to the examina- 
tion of the blood in difierent diseases of which they present four divi- 
sions. 
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I. Inflammations, —IvLxiii^ class are included 14 cases of acute, and 
10 cases of sub-acute and chronic articular rheumatism, with an analysis 
of 53 blood-lettings ; 20 cases of pneumonia ; and 52 bleedings : 6 cases of 
acute bronchitis ; 9 v. s. : 4 cases of chronic bronchitis with emphysema, 
and 6 V. 8. : 12 cases of pleurisy, and 18 v. s. : 4 cases of acute peritonitis, 
and 8 V. s. : 4 cases of tonsilitis, and 6 v. s. : 5 cases of erysipilas, and 8 v. s. 

In all these cases, one fact was constantly noticed, viz : an increase in 
the proportion of the fibrin of the blood. An examination of the different 
tables, shows instead of the figure 3 (the mean cypher for the fifbrin in 
health,) the figures 9, 8, 7, 6, 5. In no case is the normal cypher pre- 
served when the case is simple, and in those cases when it is approached, 
some complication exists which is capable of modifying, as we shall soon 
see, the quantity of fibrin. This cypher is found to be higher or lower in 
any given case according to the intensity of the febrile excitement, which 
marks the degree of inflammatory action, and not according to the number 
of blood-lettings, or the duration of the disease while it preserves its acute 
form. Thus, under repeated blood-lettings, the quantity of fibrin will of- 
ten constantly increase, until the febrile action subsiding, it will diminish — 
to increase again, on any new exacerbation of the disease. But in chronic 
inflammations without fever, as pleurisy with eflfusion, and bronchitis, the 
quantity of fibrin is found to be but little, if at all above the standard of 
health. The fact of the constant increase of fibrin in the blood, when 
inflammation is present, gains new interest when we remember that this 
constituent of the blood is the usual product of inflammation in the tissues 
affected. And again, where latent inflammation is suspected, au analysis 
of the blood may lead to its detection. 

In this first class, including all those cases in which the fibrin of the 
blood is in excess, our authors places pulmonary tubercles, (21 cases, and 
22 blood-lettings.) They are rather in doubt, however, whether this in- 
crease of fibrin be owing to the simple existence of tubercles, or to the 
secondary inflammation which commonly attends them; they, however, 
seem rather to incline to the former opinion. This point is one of the 
greatest interest, especially if the opinion be true (see Gross' Path. Anat.) 
that tubercles are not a heterologous formation, but a form of coagulable 
lymph. 

II. Fevers, — In this division are included continued fevers, not of a ty- 
phoid character, 1 1 cases, and 21 vs : typhoid fever marked by the char- 
acteristic lesion of Peyer's glands, 20 cases, and 50 vs : eruptive fevers, 
2 cases of scarlatina, 7 of measles, and 5 of small pox, 6 cases of inter- 
mittent fever. 

In these cases, with the exception of those of small pox and intermit- 
tent fever, a change entirely the reverse of that noticed in inflammation 
was observed : viz : the proportion of fibrin remained unaltered, or even 
sank below its mean cypher, iohile that of the globules was much increased. 
Thus in looking at the table, indicating the changes which occurred in 
typhoid fever, we find 127, the mean cypher of the globules in health, 
ranging as high as 149, 145, 142, 135, &c., at the first blood-letting, and 
so on with certain exceptions in the subsequent blood-lettings. For here 
it should be remarked, that blood-letting and low diet of themselves have a 
tendency to diminish the proportion of globules, and to jt certain extent. 
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the fibrin also, 80 that in these cases of fever, if examined with care, the 
two following facts will appear : viz: globules, at first in excess, with a 
disposition to decrease under the influence of treatment ; fibrin, natural in 
quantity, with some tendency to diminish from the same cause. 

Again, another very important fact is established by this examination of 
the blood in the cases in question. Many have supposed that fever was 
not an essential disease, but itself an inflammation. The foregoing exam- 
ination, showing so marked a diflerence in the blood, in the two cases, is 
a powerful argument against their identity. And this view is strongly 
supported by another fact : so long as the fever remains uncomplicated 
with inflammation, (except the aflfection of Foyer's glands) the proportions 
of globules and of fibrin, as already indicated are preserved ; but the mo- 
ment that secondary inflammation ensues, all this is changed, the fibrin 
at once begins to increase, and the blood presents the mixed characters 
of the two diseases. 

In this second division, marked by a tendency to a diminution in the 
normal* proportion of fibnn and an increase of that of the globules, 
are placed congestion and hoemorrhage of the brain, independent of 
fever. In these cases, does a diminution of the fibrin tend to produce 
first, a stagnation of the blood, and its subsequent escape from the ves- 
sels ? Again, we know that in fevers, congestions and hoemorrhages 
are very common ; are they dependent on this state of the blood ? These 
enquiries are very interesting. 

III. Diseases in which the proportion of globules is diminished, — Ob- 
servation clearly proves, as already stated, that blood-letting and low diet, 
independent of disease, diminish the proportion of globules in the blood. 
Diseases which prevent the action of nutrition, as cancer of the stomach 
and pulmonary tubercles, lead to the same result. The same thing is 
noticed in those conditions of the system we call cachectic, as after long 
exposure to intermittent fever, or to the preparations of lead. In a case 
of the last mentioned cachexia, the cypher of the globules descended from 
127, as low as 83, and yet the patient was well nourished. But the af- 
fection in which this diminution of the globules is most marked is chioro* 
sis, in one case the cypher descending as low as 27.9, and yet the fibrin 
and the other constituents of the blood remaining natural, except that the 
proportion of water was increased, as is usual where the globules dimin- 
ish. The efl^ect of the preparations of iron in these cases, increasing the 
proportion of globules, was very marked. 

IV. Diseases in which the proportion of albumen in the serum is dimin* 
ished, — Our authors have studied the above change in connection with the 
granular degeneration of the kidneys, and have noticed, that the albumen 
and other organic elements of the serum diminished in proportion to the 
quantity passed in the urine, thus confirming the views of Rayer and others. 

J. A. S. 



OLEANINOS. 



Complete anchylosis of the temporo-maxillary articulation : M. Pagan 
reports a case of this sort in the Paris Gazette. It originated from a fall 
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when the patient was four or five years old, and continued during a long 
life, he died at the Hotel Dieu d'Aix, in 1835, aged 77. A pretty con- 
centrated solution of gelatine has been injected into the veins of dogs, 
by M. Donne, without producing any effect on the health. The yel- 
low fever still continues its fearful ravages in New Orleans, the crews of 
steam-boats which ply up the river are suffering from it, many of the offi- 
cers, passengers and crew dying on their way up. The number of 
deaths on the 29th ult. was 51 ; on the 1st. Oct. 39. This, in a popula- 
tion 8o very small as that of New Orleans must now be — the mass of cit- 
izens having left the place — is fearful indeed. An Italian physician, 

Dr. Guasiainacchi, has introduced the endermic. use of quinine in a new 
way ; he dissolves twenty-nine grains of sulph. quinine, in two ounces 
of alcohol, and causes the spinal and dorsal regions to be strongly rubbed 
with the solution every quarter of an hour, beginning at the access of the 

chill. The yellow fever has appeared at Vicksburg, and is very 

fatal there : the inhabitants are flying from the town. The Bronze 

statue of Broussais, erected by public subscription in the Val de Grace, 
Paris, was dedicated on the 2 1st of August ; four addresses were to be 
delivered on the occasion ; one by M. Passy, on behalf of the Academy 
of Moral and Political Sciences, one by M. Pariset, for the Royal Academy 
of Medicine, one by M. Bouillard, for the Faculty of Medicine, of Paris ; 
and one by M. Begin, in the name of the Medical Staff of the army. 

The statue is by Bra, and of great merit as a work of art. Among the 

scientific novelties of Paris, we ought to mention that the president of 
the Royal Academy of Medicine has recently (since the discussion on 
arsenic, of which we gave some notice in a late number) provided him- 
self with a large b^l, to ring, when the academy becomes disorderly — 
his small hand bell having signally failed in controliug that learned 
body. By help of the large bell the discussion has been brought to a 
close, in a manner very creditable to all parties. Excellent bitu- 
minous coal has been found in Cuba, near Havanna. We learn from 

the Boston Med. and Surg. Jour, that Elisha Bartlett, M. D. of Lowell, 
Mass., professor elect of the theory and practice of medicine, in the 
Transylvania Medical College, " has written a small work in vindication 
of the condition and character of the female operatives,** of Lowell, who 
number some eight thousand or more. No man is better qualified for thia 
task. The Doctor has taken great interest in the operatives — he has lived 
some twelve years in Lowell, and was mayor, by annual election, the first 
two years of its existence as a city. A remarkable fact, as illustrating 
the morality of the operatives, is the rare occurrence of bastardy and 
criminal abortion, which we heard stated by several medical men of that 
place. E. H. Barton, president of the Board of Health, of New Or- 
leans, sometime since issued a manifesto declaring that yellow fever was 
epidemic in that city, and advising the unacclimated ** to be temperate in 
all things,^ and if taken ill to apply at once for medical assistance, as the 
disease if taken in hand immediately may be arrested in ninety-nine cases 
in the hundred^ in average constitutions. This advice seems to have been 
disregarded, for the ravages of the disease have been dreadful, as if to 
make up for the late period at which it broke out. 
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METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS FOR SEPTEMBER, 1841. 
Ktr^ at the New York Lyceum Roomt, 411 Broadway. 
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bit. Light shower at three p. m. 

3d. Between ten and eleven a. m.. cumvlous clouds filled the atmosphere, but soon disap- 
peared. At sunset cumuloetrahu collected in the west ; and in the evening cirrue prevailed 
till nine when they disappeared. 

4th. In the morning before sunrise a very light shower fell, cvmvli filling the atmosphere at 
intervals, becoming more prevalent towards night, but giving place after sunset to drrocwnvhu 
and dtroetratue. 

5th. Clear and delightful. 

6th. CunnUostrtUue and drrocumulou* were abundsnt during afternoon and evening. 

7th. Thick cumtdue throughout the day. 

8th. Cumuli occasionally in the morning. 

9th Clear during the dav, at night hazy. 

10th. Cumti/i occasionally. 

11 th. Cirroetratua till four p. m., and again at night 

12th. During the morning etratua prevailed ; gradually assuming the forms of dnocmmduM 
and ctrrux and afterwards merged in cirrostratiis, at night. 

1 3th. Dense cumutua alternating with cirrocumulua and drroetrahUf very light showers falling 
before sunrise and at sunset. 

14th. Between one and four p. m. ctmis prevailed. 

16lh. Clear; with a few ctm at sunset in the west 

16th. Flimsy stratus filled the atmosphere, throughout the day rather high. Wind quite 
fresh between nine A. M. and five P. M. 

17th. In the morning cumii/iw, afterwards changing to cumuloetrahUt which becoming mor« 
dense about ten, formed mndea, discharging a light rain which continued the rest of the day. 

I8th. Cloadless. 
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19th. A few dmu mud eumndua gathered in the course of the day. Wind quite fresh at 
night. * 

20th. Dense cnrnvhu the greater part of the daj, changing to 8tratu$ in the afternoon, then 
disappearing altogether. 

21 St. Exceedingly dense aumdi^ at times threatening rain. 

22d. At sunrise cumuli obscured the heavens, dispersing about nine a. m. In the evening 
ctfTw stresmed across the sky from N. to S, 

23d. Early in the morning corroeumubu and corrotiratut were prevalent directly overhead, 
while cumuhu occupied a few degrees abore the horizon. In the coun<e of forenoon the cumu' 
hu gathered below, with the former above flying in opposite directions. The cumuluM became 
more dense in the afternoon, and at five p. m. formed nimbua and a light shower fell. Wind 
from S. E. very fresh. 

24th. CumtUut and corroatratua floated along rather high, while cirrocumvbu occupied a still 
more lofty region, the eumulua becoming more dense iy the afternoon rain fell. 

25th. Very variable — being clear, cloudy, and rainy alternately ; cumii/iw, cimcs and ccrro' 
Hratut flew bv quite low, while eumulostrahu following on in heavy masses above," occssion- 
all;r forming dense nimba, giving down rain. Wind fresh from S. to W. N. W, The evening 
being quite clear, the heavens were lit up for three or four hours by a beautifully arched Aurora- 
Boreaas of silvery brightness, at times sending forth broad but less bright coruscations towards 
the zenith. 

26th. A few cumuli passed over between ten a. m. and five p. m. 

27th. Clear and very fine. 

28th. Heavy, compact omsses of eumtiit, with an occasional cumulostraius, continued all day 
with one or two light showers. At night eirrocurmdu* was abundant. 

29th. Dense cwnulus snd eumnhttrattu floated along in the wind, with an occasional shower, 
having cirrocumulus above, till half past four, when the cumalostratus increased in density, 
forming heavy, compact masses of min^i, which poured a deluge of rain upon us in the even 
ing, with some electricity. 

30th. Slight shower in the morning, with heavy masses of cumuhu and cumiubttrahu daring 
the day. Clear night. 



PRIVATE DEMONSTRATION. 

A Course of Private Demonstrations will be given at the College of Physicians and Surgeons In 
Crosby street. Special Anatomy, by J. Quackenboss, M. D., Demonstrator. Surgical Anatomy, 
by Middleton Goldsmith, M. D., Prosector in Surgery. Fee $10. The Course to begin early in the 



INSTITUTION FOR THE TREATMENT OF CALCULOUS AFFECTIONS, 

AND OTRBB DIS BASIS OP THB URINART OIGANS. 

The undersigned, formerly Professor of Surgery in the College of Physicians and Surgeons of the 
University of the State of New York, and in the Medical College of Ohio, begs leave to inform the 
Medical Profession that he has established an Institution for llie accommodation of patients laboring 
nnder Calculous Affections, Fistula, Disesses of the Bladder, Kidneys, Ac. 

The following ressuns have induced him to establish this Institution : 

1st. He has for several years experienced great difficulty in procuring fit apartments far patients, 
and the necessary attendants, at t)oarding- houses and hotels. 

Snd. I^ithotrity (or breaking thestone in the bladder, and allowing it to pass off with the urine) has, to 
a great extent, superseded Lithotomy, (or cutting for stone in the bladder,) and it is well known that 
few surgeons have sufficient patients to make It an object for them to acquire the knowledge, or 
procure the instruments necessary for that operation ; consequently the practice of it must be con- 
fined to a very limited number. 

Sd. He has long been aware of the propriety of practitioners devoting their time and attention to 
those branches of the profession to whicn they feel themselves parUcularly adapted, and hi which 
they have sought knowledge and gained experience. 

As the Members of the Profession are generally aware that the undersigned has practised Llthotrity 
far many years, and devoted much of his time tp diseases of tue urinar>' organs, he hopes that this 
Institution will meet with the approbation of his friends in the profession snd the public. 

Any person desiring further informstion, may apply, personally or by letter, to him, at No. Pmrk 
Plac$t New York. 

October, I3/A, 1841. ALBAN GOLDSMITH, M. D. 

COLLEOB OP PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS. 

Prelhninary course of Lectures.— The preliminary course of Lectures in this Institution will com- 
■ance on Monday, October 4th. Dr. Joseph M. Smith, lecturins on Hygeine, at 10. a. ro., and I^. 
Torrey on Medical Botany, st 11, a. m., Lectures will be deliveredfat the same hours during the whole 
noath of October, Drs. Parker, Watts, and Gillman, following Drs. Smith and Torrey. These Lec- 
tures wUl be free to Students of the College, and the Lecturers would respeclfuUy Invite the r- — 
bers of the profession generaUy, to attend whenever it may suit their convenienee. 
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i 
JBFFBRSON MEDICAL COLLBOB OF PHILADBLPHU. Session of 164MS. 
The refuUr Lectures will commence on the first Monday of November. 

RoMey Danfflison, M. D., Professor of Institutes of Medidne and Medical Jurisprudence. 

Robert M. l&ston. M. D., Professor of Materia Medica and General Therapeutics. 

Joseph Pancofst. M. D., Professor of General, Descriptive and Surgical Anatomy. 

i. K. Mitchell, M. D., Professor of Practice of Medicine. 

Thomas D. Matter, M. D., Professor of Institutes and Practice of Surgery. 

Charles D. Meigs, M. D., Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children. 

Franklin Bache, M. D., Professor of Chemistry. 
On and after the first of October, the dissecting-room will be open, and the Professor of Anatomy 
will give his personal attendance thereto. Clinical instruction will likewise be given at the Dispen- 
sary of the College . ^ 

During the course ample opportunities will be aiforded for clinical instruction ; Professors Dungli> 
son, Huston, and Pancoast being medical officers of the PhiUdelphia Hospital ; Professor Meigs of 
the Pennsylvania Hospital ; and Professor Miktter, Surgeon to the Philadelphia Hospital. 

Professor DungUson will lecture regularly on Clinical Medicine, and Professor Pancoast on Clinical 
Surgery, at the Philadelphia Hospital, throughout the course. Added to these facilities, the museum 
of the institution atTords essential aid to the student by its various anatomical, pathological and obeie« 
tncai preparations and drawings, as well as by the diversified specimens of genuine and spurious ar- 
ticles, and plates, aiid drawings, &c., for illustrating the Materia Medica. These, with the numeroua 
and varied specimens that have recently been added fr> m the priv>ae collections of the members of 
the faculty, render the museum and cabinets more nch and effective for the purpose of medical in- 
struction, than they have ever been. 
1 nov. ROBERT M. HUSTON, M. D., Dean of the Faculty. 

UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA.— MEDICAL DEPaRTMENT.-Sissioic of 1841-4S. 

The Lectures will commence on Monday, the 1st of November, and be continued, under 
the following arrangement, to the middle of March ensuing. 
Practice and Theory of Medicine, by Nathaniel Chapman, M. D. 
( hemistry, by Robert Hare, M. D. 
Surgery, bv William Gibson, M. D. 
Anatomy^ by William E. Homer, M. D. 
Institutes of Medicine, by Samuel Jackson, M. D. 
Materia Medica and Pharmacy, by George B. Wood. M. D. 
Obstetrics and the Diseases of Women and Children, by Hugh L. Hodge, M. D. 
Clinical Lectures on Medicine, by W. W. Gerhard, M. D. and 

" ** on Surgery, by Drs. Gibson and Homer, will be delivered at the Phila- 

delphia Hospital (Blockley.) StudenU are alio admitted to the Clinical Instruction at the Pennsyl- 
vania Hospital, in the City. 

W. E. HORNER, Dean of the Medical Faculty. 
963 Cketimt Slrtit, PkOadelfkWy August SO, 1841. si. 4m. 

CEO. TIEMAN, M CHATHAM ST.^SURGICAL INSTRUMENT MAKER.— Has on hand all 
kinds of Surgeons' Instruments, warranted of the best workmanship. Every variety of Instruments 
made to ordrr at short notice. From a lonf^ experience in Europe and America, G. T. feels confi- 
dent in recommending his Instruments to his old customers, and Surgeons generally, and sohcits a 
continuance of their patronage. 
NewYQrk,July%U\M\. 

WM. R. 0J)ULDING, 85 1-S CHATHAM STREET.— SURGICAL INSTRUMENT MAKER IN 
GENERAL —Has on hand, and makes to order, all kinds of Surgical Instruments, of the most im- 
proved patterns, and of the best workman^hip. From a long experience in manufacturing, he feels 
confident in recommending his instruments to the faculty in general, to whom he returns his thanks 
for past favors, and solicits a continuation of their patronage. 

He begs leave to call the attention of the profession to an instmment recently invented for Intro- 
duclng suppositories into the rectum, dec. in cases of irritation or inflammation of that tube, or of the 
nesKhborins parts. 

New York, September 1, 1841. ly. 



THE NEW YORK MEDICAL GAZETTE is published every Wednesday, by Uriah Turner, M, 
D., No. 8 Park Place, to whom all communications should be addressed, post paid. Price $3 per an- 
num, pajrable in advance — after three months $4. No subscriptions received fur less than one year. 

By tho regulations of the Post OflSce Department, Post-Masters are allowed to forward, under their 
frank, letters written by themselves, containing money to pay the subscription of third parties to 
any periodical. To render the peiformance of this act of courtesy less burihensome. the letter should 
be prepared for the Post-Master's signature, by the person wishing to avail himKell of the privilege. 
K this IS done, the favor will rarely be denied by any Post-Master. Advertisements inserted on fa- 
vorable terms. 

W. E. DEAN, POINTER. 2 ANN STREET. 
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OmeiNAL DEPARTMENT. 

Contributions to the Literary History and Pathology of Cholera 
Infantuw, 

It 18 a fact aot generally known, and not a little remarkable, that 
cholera infantum, a disease of annual occurrence, extensive preva* 
leoce, and fearful fatality, peculiar to our own country, the scourge of 
every family, and at once the terror of parents, and the opprobrium of 
the physician, has attracted comparatively little attention from Ameri- 
can writers. An examination of, the bibliography of this subject 
will convince any one of the fact ; nor are those essays, which do 
exist, well calculated to throw any very clear light on the subject 
With regard to the pathology of the disease, we iind, as late 
as the year 1828, Dr. Homer asserting that '* it is to be regret- 
ted that a disease so entirely American as cholera infiftituia^ 
and which, from its annual recurrence and extensive prevalence, 
presents its facts so continually to the physicians of this countrjii 
should as yet stand in need of many expositions, to fix it upon a 
sure and perfect pathological foundation. Indeed," says be, ** so 
completely have the pathological characters of the disease been 
neglected, that in hastily looking over several of the most popular 
American journals for the last twenty years, I have found but one 
dissection reported in detail.'^ With the exception of his own, Stu- 
art's, and those of 6axt;er, the same remark holds good to this hour. 
There exist, however, many valuable treatises, containing a fund of 
useful information on points connected with the disease, of which 
many are doubtless ignorant, and which, to many who had once 
perused them, will now be new. The work of each author I shall, 
m due order, briefly review, to display the progress of our know- 
ledge on the subject, and to endeavor to establish the true patholo- 
gy of the complaint. 

The article of Dr. Rush, entitled an ** Enquiry into the causCf and 
cure of the Cholera Infantum," I find, upon the d59th page of bis,. 
Med. Inq. and Obs. 3d ed., Phila. 1809. It is a tract of only ten 

18 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



274 Cholera Infantum. 

pages, practically of i^ highest interest ; but the whole subject of 
the pathology is contained in the following extracts : 

" From the discharge of bile which commonly introduces it, I am 
disposed to consider it as a modiiicatiori of the cholera and remitting 
fever in adqlts." p. 266. 

In Coxe's Med. Museum, vol. 3, for 1807, p. 94, we find ". a case 
of cholera infantum, apparently benefited by the use of nitric acid," 
by James Stuart, M. D. The child, 18 months old, was attacked 
with fever, which, after two or three days, was followed by cholera 
infantum. Under the use of the remedy above mentioned, the 
symptoms subsided and occasionally recurred for a month, when, 
shortly after a free meal, they proved fatal. " The omentum had 
nearly disappeared. The stomach was much distended with fla^ 
tus ; natural, except the lower orifice, which was contracted, for 
four or five inches below the pylorus, to one-half of its usual 
dimensions. The liver was of its usual proportions, but of uncommon^ 
ly dark color ; the gall cyst much distended with a pale semi-fiuid, 
somewhat resembling the albumen of an egg, in which a small por- 
tion of the vitellum had been intimately diffused. The ileum was 
normal, except that it contained an inordinate quantity of mucus. 
The coecum was contracted to three-fourths of an inch in diam- 
eter, while the cavity of the colon, and that of the rectum, did 
not exceed the size of a crow's quill. The coats were thicken- 
ed to nearly one-half an inch. The mesenteric glands were as 
large as kidney beans. The spleen was pale and contracted. The 
pancreas, &c., natural. The brain was suspected to contain vea- 
ter." 

This case is the only one which Dr. Horner could find on record, 
previous to the publication of his own dissections ; and the loose- 
ness of the examination strongly contrasts with the minute accuracy 
of those which he has related, and evinces the progress of pathology 
in the last thirty years. 

The work of Dr. Currie, entitled " a view of .the diseases most 
prevalent in the United States of America, at different seasons of 
the year, with an account of the most approved method of treating 
them, Phila. 1811," contains two articles on the subject The one, 
entitled " Cholera Infantum, or vomiting and purging of children," 
treats of the acute form of the di^rder, and occupies six pages. 
The other, entitled " Bilious Diarrhea of Infants and Young Child- 
ren," is really the history of what we call cholera infantum, but which 
he considers as a chronic state of the former. It occupies 13 pages, 
and is, as to the symptoms, treatment, &c., full, practical, and de- 
serving of high commendation. The following passages, though 
containing many repetitions, will give the pathological views of the 
author. It will be seen that he has approached neater to the truth 
than many of his sucbessors : 

'' The pores of the skin being relaxed and enlarged by the sum-. 
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mer beat, aad acoommodated to the increaaed quantity of penpira- 
ble matter, which is determined thither, and edialed, any pleuiora 
occasioned by a diminution or ntppretsion of that discharge^ must 
overload the yiscera of the abdomen, whose secretions are most 
languid at that time. The consequence of this determination is a 
disUnnon of the vessels of the abdominal viscera^ and, of course, irri- 
tation and pain, and this irritation and pain occasion an increase of 
their secretions. The bile and pancreatic juices, as well as the eas- 
trie, appear to be more acrki in this disease than in a state of heidth; 
hence tne application of these as of any other acrid substance to the 
debilitated and irritable fibres of the stomach and intestines, occa- 
sions Tarioos irregular motions in their fibres.** 

Affain : ^It appears that the griping or spasmodic affection of ^ 
the dimentary canal, is occasioned by the introduction of irritating 
matter into it, either in the form of aliment or drink, or by the secre- 
tians poured into Ae iiUestines from the pancreaiicand biliary ducts^ 
and from their own exhaling andsecretcrv vessels. The ezcretories 
firom which the greatest quantitjr of liquid matter is efiused into the 
intestinal canal, are those of the intestines themselves^ and are either 
the exhalents proceeding directly from the extremities of the arte- 
ries, or mucous foUicleSfboih of which occur in prodigious numbers 
on the internal surface of the whole intestinal canal. It is, there-, 
fore, probable that it is chiefly from the efiiision from these sources, 
that the matter of the liquid stools is derived. Hence it appears 
that the matter effused into the intestines^ by ^hich the griping and 
ahrine evacuations are occasioned, is owing to too forcible a deter- 
minatian of the circulating Jluids^ to the intestines and other abdomin- 
al viscera^ previously debihtated and rendered morbidly irritable, by 
the operation of the remote causes.** 

In another place, he observes : ^ The cau3e which induces and 
supports this effusion of irritating matter into the intestines, bein^ 
an undue determination of the circulating fluids to the intemiu 
viscera and alimentary canal, and a morbid state of their exhaling 
and secreting vessels, in consequence of the preternatural resistance 
which the circulating fluids meet with from the torpor, or constric- 
tion of the vessels distributed over the external surface of the 
bo<hr,"&c 

No allusion is made by Dr. C. to his ever having opened the 
body of a single patient, with a view to ascertain the correctness of 
his peculiar views. 

The justly celebrated Dr. Ed. Miller, of this city, contributed a 
short paper to the Medical Repository, on this subject. It will be 
found in the volume of his works, edited by his brother, and pub- 
lished in 1814. Its aim is chiefly practical. In it he adopts, almost 
tm toto, the ideas of Dr. Rush, and confines his attention to a few 
detached points, which appeared to him to be important ; the chief 
of these, is the advantage of employing calomel in its cure. I find 
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m k but one observatioB which can be oontkbred as patbdagtcaL 
It is this : p. 385 : '' When a fatal tenmoatioo takes place« there is 
ground to conjecture that destroctioo of the organization of the 
stomach and bowels commonly takes place. The inflammatory, 
dysenteric, and gangrenous appearances leave little doobt of the 
fact," 

Next in date, is the elaborate essay contained in the New Eng- 
land Journal of Med. and Surg., vol. 1, 1812, p. 12,. entitled ^Some 
remarks on the morbid effects of dentition^ mare particularly with 
reference to the diseases of teething children in summer and outumity 
By Dr. Jackson." It consists of three parts of considerable length; 
the first devoted to the history, the second to the cauaes, and the 
third to the treatment of the cholera infantum; it is unquestiona- 
bly one of the very best monographs which we possess on the 
sfibject. It should be read by every student, and deserves a less 
obscure position in our medical literature. Into the subject of 
pathology Dr. Jackson enters with a fulness, the result of personal 
observation, which exceeds that of any author, before or since. Dr. 
Homer excepted, and as might be expected, presents an extreme- 
ly correct general view of its nature. 

Remarking, in a note on the bottom of p. 24, that the examinations 
had been made during several years, in common by Dr. J. C. War« 
ren and himself, assisted by various friends, he goes on to say that 
'* the following are the appearances which have been observed in 
examining a number of cases. The body is emaciated, often very 
much. In some cases, the abdomen is full and tense, especially 
about the region of the liver. The liver has sometimes been found 
very large, so as to occupy two-fifths of that cavity, but this viscus 
has not presented any other mark of disease, unless, indeed, it may, 
in one or two cases, have been rather more firm and solid than nat- 
ural. Ybe gall-bladder has not had any peculiar appearances. It 
has been found distended and flaccid, with dark-green bile, and also 
with bile which was much more pale than natural, comparative- 
ly colorless. The peritoneal coat of the intestines has generally 
been found healthy, but in most cases some few spots or portions of 
it have been discolored, in consequence of a distention of the small 
vessels going to supply the internal membranes or coats. Also in 
one or two cases, an inflamed line has appeared in each of two 
contiguous folds of intestine, just above their line of contact. In 
every case, marks of disease have been discovered on the mucous mem^ 
brane. In the stomach there have been usually observed one or 
two small spots of irregular shape, in which the mucous membrane 
was red, inclining a little to purple. The membrane in these places, 
has not been much, if at all, swollen. In the duodenum there have 
been invariably found one or more spots, much larger than in the 
stomach, in which the mucous membrane has been considerably 
inflamed, and for the most part, swollen. In almost every case, 
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nu:h an inflamed patch hae been found at the yery commenoement 
of the duodenum. In other parts of the small intestinea, other 
*uch inflamed portions (if the same membrane have been seen^ vo- 
^ing in size. These diseased portions of the mucous membrane 
mive corresponded with the discolored portions .of the peritoneal 
coac" (It can, I think, hardly be questioned, that these patclies, of 
▼ftrying size, seen only in the smaH intestines, were the enlai^d 
elUpticai plates of Peyer.) *^ In the large intestines it is rare to 
discover marks of disease, but such have sometimes been found, 
particularly when dysenteric symptoms had existed, in one 
case, the membrane showed, throughout the large intestines, strong 
marks of inflammation, and had frequent small ulcerations^ resem- 
bling the canker spots of the mouth." (Doubtless, ulcerated mu- 
-cous follicles.) *^ The contents of the intestikie have consisted of 
feculent matter and of mucus, sometimes without bile, but usually 
colored yellow or green by that flvid.'' 

^ From diis examination,'' he adds, on p. 1 17, •* H appears that the 
mucous membrane of the stomach, and that portion of the small in- 
testines most immediately connected with the stomach, has t>een 
affected with inflammation. It is to this^ thatHhe peculiar phenom- 
ena of cholera infantum may be traced.*' 

"f It is when this inflammation super\)enes upon the autumnal diar* 
rhea of infants^ that the disease assumes its motft serious and threat- 
ening aspect, and it is at this time that the popular remark is made, 
that ^ now the canker has seized the bowels.' The cholera infan- 
tum does not," he observes,' *^ appear to be merely an increase of 
the diarrhea of teething children. The evacuations in diarrhea may 
be frequent and copious for a considerable time, without producing 
that prostration and general irritation which ensue at once in cholera 
inlantum, even when the discharges are neither frequent nor copi- 
ous, and these formidable efiects sometimes take place suddenly in 
cholera, when afTectmg children full grown." p. 118. 

Again : ** The inflammation of the mucous membrane of the stoni- 
ach, &c^ which exists in cholera infantum, is rather of the chronic 
than the acute kind, and though varying in force in different sub- 

C' cts, is never, or very seldom, extremely severe." " The following," 
3 continues, ** are the legitimate effects of the inflammation in 
cholera infantum. 1st. Tlve sensibility and irritability of the parts 
will be augmented : 2d. The parts will cease to perform duly their 
proper or peculiar functions : 3d. They will secrete fluids, different 
m quantity and quality from those secreted in health : 4th. Pain- 
ful attempts will be made by the bowels to expel their contents : 
6th. Not only the ornns immediately affected, but others subsidiary 
to them, will have their secretions altered in quality, and for the 
most part, increased in quantity : 6th. The constitution will be af- 
fected by sympathy, and the whole system will suffer, though not 
•o immediately, from the want of nourishment." 
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In the third volume of the Medical Recorder, puUiibed at Fhila* 
delphia, in jthe year 1820, p. 498 is a paper by Dr. C. D. Mei^ 
now Professor of Obstetrics in the Jefferson College, Philadelphia. 

He thus sums up his view of the pathology of the disease : p. 504 : 
^ From what I have said, it will be understood that I wish to mam- 
tain that cholera infantum depends principally on a ib«f of tAe heaUhy 
functions of the livery and that most of the collateral symptoms may 
be traced to the pervading influence exercised by this over the other 
important organs of the body ; that it consists, not in an oi^ganic 
change in the structure, but probably in a congested state of the 
whole system of the vena-portse." 

•Dr. Meigs, it will be observed, does not once allude to a diseased 
condition of the mucous membrane of the intestines, further than 
as it is irritated by '' crude matters," as either a cause or concom- 
itant of cholera infantum. 

Next in the catalogue of authorities, is the paper of Dr. D. F. Con- 
die, of Philadelphia, contained in the Phila. Jour, of Med. and Phys. 
Sciences, 1825, vol. 1, No. 1, N. S., p. 13. Brief on the subject of 
the symptoms and pathology, it enters folly on the treatment, and 
has always, and deservedly, been esteemed the aUe production of 
an accomplished pen. 

" The disease, I conclude,'' says Dr. C, " to be a mere variety of 
the bilious fever of our climate, the force of which, if I may be al- 
lowed the expression, is turned inwards upon the intestines. The 
intestinal canal is already in a state of increased irritability from the 
well-known effects of dentition. By constant exposure to excessive 
heat, particularly when, from any cause, the surrounding air has be- 
come vitiated, or loaded with miasmatic exhalations, a debility of 
the cutaneous vessels is produced, perspiration is diminished, and 
aV^ length entirely suspended ; the blood, driven from the surface, ac- 
cumulates proffressively in the central trunks, the vessels of the in- 
ternal viscera become morbidly distended from the afilux of blood, 
the lining coats of the stomach and bowels acquire a high degree of 
irritability, and their secretions are much increased and rendered 
acrid, whence they become irritating and excite the prominent symp- 
toms of the disease. Irritation is communicated to the liver, already 
engorged, and functional derangement, with suspended or vitiated 
secretion is the result." "In no other way than by a destruction of 
the balance of the circulation between the surface and centre of the 
system, and an engorgement of the abdominal viscera, can we ac- 
count for the paleness, diminished heat and torpor of the skin, the 
rapid shrinking and wasting of the extremities, while the li(]uid and 
almost watery secretions from the bowels are continued in mcreas- 
ing quantities." '' The vessels of the liver, stomach and intestines 
were found, in the few dissections which have been made, unduly 
distended with blood ; traces of inflammation occasionally present- 
ed themselves on the internal coats of the latter organs, and, in one 
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or two, when the disease had continued for some time before death, 
ulceration^ and even adhesion of the lining membrane of the stomach 
and bowels was discovered.^ 

In 1826, the Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland, 
through a committee, adjudged to Samuel A. Cartwright, M. D., of 
Natchez, a prize for an essay on the ^ Pathology and Treatment of 
Cholera Infantum." Dividing the disease into seven different patho- 
logical states of the system, one or more being absent in some cases, 
he describes under each head, the distinctive phenomena to which 
they give rise, and presents us with a picture of the disease, so full, 
so accurate, and so graphic, as to constitute incomparably the very 
best description of cholera infantum which our science possesses. 
These pathological states are, Ist. Visceral Congestion; 2d. Con* 
gestion^ with an ataxic or broken re-action. 3d. Congestion^ with a 
general re-action, or fever. 4th. Local inflammation^ with general 
re-action or fever. 5th. Local inflammation^ with an ataxic re-action, 
or broken, or partial fever. 6th. Local inflammationy unattended 
with re-action. 7th. Local inflammation^ terminating in elusion or 
in structural derangement of some viscus. 

To each of these particular conditions, he adapts a particular 
treatment ; they are not, therefore, practically useless, but in the 
limited space accorded to me in the columns of this journal, I can- 
not illustrate them. The essay, I am satisfied, will repay the trouble 
of a perusal, and if it be not conclusive, is, at least, able and instruc- 
tive. I regret that Dr. C. has no where, by reference to dissection, 
attempted to particularize the seats of the congestion and inflam- 
mations, which he assumes to constitute the disease, nor has he ei- 
ther specified the nature of the latter, nor enabled us to locate it in 
any particular tissue of the intestines; a generalization which much 
diminishes the usefulness of his essay for the purpose which I have 
in view. 

In the second part of his essay, contained in the same volume — 
vol. 10, No. 2. July and Oct., p. 225-— Dr. C. enters upon the mias- 
mal origin of cholera infantum, which he asserts to be ^ the product 
of a peculiar malarious assimilation, which takes place under cer- 
tain circl^nstances of country, place, and season, in an atmosphere 
warm, moist, stagnant, and non-electric.*' — p. 228. The proofs of 
this theory are quite too long for analysis. He conceives that it 
acts upon the ** surface of membrane in the lungs, interwoven with 
nerves from the pulmonary plexuses ; " and he thinks he has 
discovered, by morbid anatomy, that the miasmata cause infl^im- 
motions of the ganglions, together with their primitive plexuses.** 
p. 233. 

His entire view may be summed up in the following extract : 
^Thus, in cholera infantum, the miasmata of that disease are 
brought in contact with an extensive surface of mucous membrane, 
during the inspiration of tiie polluted atmosphere. The extremities 
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of the pneumoffanglionic nerves of this membrane, receive a mor- 
bid impression from the aerial miasm which is taken into the bron- 
chial tubes and air-cells of the lungs at every breath. The arterial^ 
ixation of ilie bloody a process presided over by the pneumo-gangli- 
onio nerves, is the first function to become impaired by the diseased' 
state of those nerves which control it. The morbid state of the 
pneumo-ganglionic nerves, produces a morbid or diseased stale of 
the pulmonary and cardiac plexuses, and of the ganglions^ the centre 
of organic life. The ganglions having l>ecome diseased, all those 
organs, whose nerves are chiefly derived from them, as the 
stomach, bowels, liver, &c., and which are thereby rendered less 
capable of bearing with impunity the 'suspension or diminution of 
the . ganglionary mfluence, will, according to the predisposition of 
each, and the exciting causes that may be applied, fall into disease. 
The ganglionary influence, being withdrawn from, or diminished in 
any organ, as the liver, for instance, in consequence of a diseased 
state of the part from which it receives its nerves, the organic 
sensibility undergoes a change from a disease of the nerves on 
which it depends ; the secretory action^ which is controlled by 
the organic sensibility, is suspended^ diminished, changed, or per- 
vertedf and hence the congestions with which we found the patient 
in the commencement of this essay .'^ — p. 838. 

We come next, in regular rotation, to the article by Prof. Homer, 
of Philadelphia, in the third volume of the American Journal of the 
Medical Sciences, for 1828, entitled *' an inquiry into the anatomical 
characters of Infantile Follicular Inflammation of the gastro-intes- 
tinal mucous membrane, and into its probable identity with Cholera 
Infantum." This paper lays the first correct foundation of the 
pathology of the disease. After citing generally the opinions of pre- 
ceding practitioners, as detailed in this paper. Dr. H. continues : p. 
251: 

" It is evidently in the mucous coat of the alimentary canal, that 
the true anatomical characters are found, the peritoneum being gen- 
erally entirely sound, (where," he adds, •• it was fixed, indeed, by 
preceding authorities.") I have, however, some reason to believe, 
as the subsequent cases will tend to show, that it is rather a follicu- 
lar than an erythemoid inflammation, as they would consider it; 
that it is rather a disease of the innumerable mucous glands, or fol- 
licles extending from one end to the other of the alimentary canal, 
than a common vascular or erythemoid inflammation. 

To illustrate this view, he introduces the following cases, which 
I shall, as much as possible, abbreviate. 

Case I. — F. set, 20 mo's.; sick 3 weeks ; no vomiting, but eight 
or ten green discharges, with mucus, in twenty-four hours ; 
died veiy unexpectedly. Liver of a liglu-yellow color; gall-bladder 
distended with bile. Mucous membrane of stomach of sienna color 
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easily scraped off with the finger-nail. On the small intestines gen- 
erally, same color, interspersed, at distant intervals, with patches of 
injected blood-vessels, but no extravasation. The clusters of mu- 
ciparous glands, or follicles, were very distinct to the naked eye, 
and their oi^fices tumid and enlarged. The same condition of the 
muciparous follicles prevailed in the large intestines from one end 
to the other, but they were larger and more tumid, and gave to the 
mucous coats somewhat the appearance of having been sparingly 
sprinkled with fine, white sand. In both small and large intestines, 
the mucus seemed less consistent than usual. The small intestine 
contained yellow bile, nearly pure, and the large, greenish. By 
macerating the intestines in water, and then suspending them in 
spirits of wine, the anatomical characters of the follicular affection 
were rendered much more distinct, and thousands of them, the ul- 
ceration of which was previously imperceptible, were seen clearly 
to be in that state. The process also brought into view several 
common erythemoid ulcerations on the jejunum, previously unob* 
served. 

In the second and third cases, the appearances observed were 
not essentially different. 

Case IV. — ^The following case appears to be one, in which, al- 
though the anatomical characters were the same after death, as in 
cholera Infantum, there was, strange as it may appear, no di* 
arrhea. Miss P., a^ed 2 years, had had constipation tor two weeks, 
her stools being white and devoid of bile. Suddenly seized with 
convulsions, and died in eight hours. The brain and membranes 
were natural. The liver hard and of a yellowish hue. Mucous 
membrane of the stomach of a pearl or sienna color, could be 
scraped off with the nail, it was interspersed every few lines with 
small bloody specks, of a light, pink color. Intestines distended 
with flatus, and of a light, pearl color. In the large only, all the 
muciparous follicles, from one end to the other, seemed to be af- 
fected. Some of the orifices were slighdv ulcerated. 

"I have now," says Prof. Horner, " adduced a suflSciency of evi- 
dence to excite an enquiry, and perhaps to lead to the conclusion, 
that cholera infantum is, pathologically, a follicular inflammation of 
the intestinal tube, attended with increased perijitaltic action in most 
cases, but not in all ; existing in various sympathies of the different 
organs of the body, and seldom fatal until these sympathies in the 
other organs are well established." 

The first edition of Dr. Dewees' work on the diseases of children, 

{^receded Dr. Horner's paper by some years ; but as I now quote 
rom the third edition, published in 1829, 1 shall insert his remarks 
in this order. His article is a good history of the disease, but his 
treatment is somewhat peculiar, and I cannot observe that it has 
since had many advocates. Respectinf^ its pathology, which, it may 
incidentally be remained, is cited by Billard, in a notice of cholera 
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infantum of this countiyy to which he had seen nothing analogous. 
Dr. Dewees observes : 

** The effects of previous inflammation may be traced, in some ' 
cases, throughout the whole of the alimentary canal, though it is in 
the mucous membrane that they are principally found. Dark livid 
•pots are dispersed over this coat of the stomach and small intes- 
tines, particularly the duodenum near the pylorus. Coagulable 
lymph is also, in some instances, spread over their surface, or is 
found in detached pieces. In many parts, there is an alteration of 
structure, by the thickening of their coats, so much so that the cali- 
bre of the tube is considerably reduced. The large intestines are 
seldom involved in this mischief, and perhaps never, unless when 
the disease assumes the dysenteric form. The liver, under almost 
all circumstances, and especially in 'cases of long continuance, is 
greatly enlarged, so as sometimes to occupy two-thirds of the cavity 
of the abdomen* It is not deranged in structure, merelv swollen 
by congestion, more firm and solid than natural. The gall-bladder, 
in some cases, is filled with dark, greenish bile, in others, pale or. 
colorless. The other viscera are natural." 

These observations are not founded on the results of any particu- 
lar dissections made by the author, but appear to me to have been 
copied from Dr. Jackson's paper, as the reader will see, on refer- 
ing to it, and hardly agree with the result of subsequent investiga- 
tion. 

In the New York Med. and Phys. Jour., for April, 1830, J^rt 8, 

SK 276, is a paper on cholera infantum, by J. Baxter, M. D., 
brmerly of this city. After regretting the little attention which the 
subject had attracted, and the neglect of autopsic examinations in 
(he disease. Dr. B. relates two cases of his own, with the dissections. 
The first of these, is connected with phthisis, in which, as all know, 
the intestines are commonly found ulcerated, and as I wish to con- 
fine myself strictly to the lesions observable in cholera infantum, I 
«hall not report it In the second case, the patient, aged 8 months, 
was attacked on the last of June, and for a few days no physician 
was called in. h died on the 12th July. The stomach was found 
4o contain a quantity of dark-brown fluid, somewhat like cofl!ee- 
grounds. The mucous membrane was found studded with red spots, 
as large as a sixpence, mostly at the larger end of the stomach. The 
«ame were traced into the smaller intestines, but not so numerous. 
A yellowish mucus was found throughout the intestines. No ulcer- 
ation existed. The liver was found in a healthy state, and not larger 
than is usual in children oj^ that age. **I cannot, myself," says Dr. 
B., *' doubt that inflammation of the mucous membrane of the whole 
chylopoietic viscera exists, although I cannot positively assert with 
Homer," &c. The remarks which follow, are neither particularly 
useful, nor particularly appropriate, and the treatment is contained in 
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eight lilies. The whole case is deficient m precision of narration as 
to the condition of the mucous membrane ; but if, indeed, no ulcer- 
ation of the follicular apparatus existed, to which, as he had read 
Dr. Homer's paper. Dr. B.'s attention ought to have been directed, 
it must be consiaered as an exception to the truth of that gentleman's 
views. 

In Eberle's treatise on the diseases of children, published in 1834, 
we find him saying, *^ When death takes place early in violent and 
rapid cases, the vessels of the liver, stomach, and intestines are 
found, on dissection, gorged with blood. The mucous membrane 
of the bowels generally exhibits traces of inflammation, and when 
the disease has continued for a considerable length of time, ulcera- 
tion and abrasion of this structure are occasionally met with." 
Respecting the pathological state of the liver, he evidently copies 
firom Dewees. ' The brain, he says, is in a highly congested condi- 
tion and in protracted cases, serous efiusions will be found. 

Dr. Gross, in his valuable treatise on Pathological Anatomy, pub- 
lished in 1838, vol 2, chap. 7, p. 229, remarks : *" I have likewise re^ 
peatedly noticed softening in infantile cholera, especially in the 
chronic form of that disease, of which it often constitutes the prin- 
cipal evidence. In nearly all the dissections which I have maae of 
suDJects who have died of this malady, the softening was particular- 

Z observable in the mucous lining of the colon and stomach. In a 
w instances, it was also noticed in the lower half of the ileum. 
The species of softening now described, is caused, it will be remem- 
bered, by a process of inflammation, and in its advanced stages we 
find numerous abrcLsions, of a circular, oblong, or linear configura- 
tion.'' ** The mucous membrane is often pretematurally pale, as if 
it had been bleached, and drained of its fluids, and in such cases, also, 
it is generally very flabby and relaxed. Examples of this kind oc- 
cur, with considerable frequency, in chronic diarrhea and in infantile 
cholera. A very common appearance in this disease, is a slaty, 
bluish, or black discoloration, occurring in spots from the size of a 
six cent piece, to that of a dollar, commonest in the colon and rec- 
tum, the result of extravasation of blood." — p. 224. ** Chronic in- 
flammation of the mucous membrane of the alimentary tube, is much 
more frequent than acute, of which it may be either the conse- 
quence, or exist as an original and independent disease. It is very 
common in infantile cholera, of which, and of ahnost all the protract- 
ed fluxes of the bowels, it is the principal cause, these afiections be- 
ins themselves merely the sjrmptoms." — p. 223. 

I do not find any allusion, in Prof. Gross's pages, to the enlarged 
state of the mucous follicles, nor to the condition of the liver in this 
disease. Had he paid to them the same attention wliich he has 

E' en to the softening of the mucous membrane, it seems to me that 
pathological characters of cholera infantum would have re- 
ceived a fiiwl elucidation. I tun enabled, however, by the kindness 
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tMity ; to $ei6iuific men generally, more especially clergymen and gentle- 
men of the Bar, a knowledge of this interesting subject, professionally 
considered, is invaluable. 



Lectures an the Eye, — Our readers will notice that Dr. Wallace, of 
this city, is to Lecture on the eye. To the physician and surgeon, a 
minute knowledge of this organ is indispensable ; while, to the philoso- 
pher, and student of Nature, nothing more strikingly illustrates the wis- 
dom and goodness of the Creator. 



ANALTTICAL DEPARTMENT. 



Injection of the Iris^its Structure. — M. Gremelli found that oil of 
Oiires colored, is the best substance with which to inject the vessels of 
the iris. . It has the advantage of penetrating the most minute vascular 
branches without being extravasated through their parietes ; it also pre- 
serves for a certain time the parts that are impregnated with it from 
decay. 

When injecting the eyes of young subjects, M. GL found, that at the 
moment of injection, the iris, from being soft and very much dilated, be- 
came swollen, and the pupil contracted to half its previous diameter, in 
the same way as when the retina is exposed to light during life. This 
fact seemed to prove that the iris is composed of a congeries of vessels, 
forming a disc, in the centre of which the pupil is fonnd and the external 
circamference of which is adapted, and adherent to the sclerotica at the 
point where it utfites to the cornea, and where we find the ciliary pro- 
cesses. By the microscope, we find that the extremely minnte vessels of 
the iris are disposed between the ciliary and the pupillary circles in 
rectilinear, curved, and zig-zag lines agglomerated together in inextricable 
confusion. Some ramifications are also observed disposed circularly over 
the disc of the iris, some near to the pupil, some to the ciliary margin ; 
they are not numerous. From this disposition of the vessels in rays, 
from their being fixed at the ciliary, and unadherent at the pupillary mar- 
gin, it results that the injection of these vessels or their tnigescence must 
display or extend the iris, and, of course, close the pupil which, will be 
enlarged where the vessels empty themselves. M. G. infers, from these 
observations, that instead of being muscular, as is generally thought, the 
iris is composed of a vascular erectile tissue, in which the arteries pre- 
dominate. He is led by analogy to think that the, so-called, muscles of 
the small bones of the ear are of the same composition as the iris. 



Ligahire of the Temporal and Facial Artmss^in Epilepsy. — M. Velpeau 
has recently tied the two temporal and the two facial arteries in a case 
of £pilepsy ; for months, the patient had not passed a day without a fit; 
the arteries were tied; the temporals, on the 1st April, the facials on the 
6th ; the patient left the Hospital on the 15th, having had but one fit since 
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the 5Ui. The case is interestiDg, as a solitary fact, but of rery little Taliie 
as establishing the connexion between the operation and the snbseqoent 
improvement. The time after the operation was so short, that no rational 
inference could be drawn from an exemption so temporary. Here we 
have an illustration of the great evil of reporting cases too soon ; an evil 
which pervades, to a very great extent, both France and Germany. The 
observations are, in this way, robbed df half their rnbam. 



Vehicles for Quinine, — Quinine is often given in infusion of roses acid- 
ulated with sulphuric acid ; also in conjunction with the compound infu- 
sion of orange peel ; both these prescripdons, M. Donovan thinks improper. 
In both, gallic and tannic acids exist, and the consequence is, that both 
the gallate and the tannate of quinine are formed. Both these salts are 
insoluble, and as the perfect solution of quinine is essential to its full 
activity, the gallate and tannate can have little value. 

These hints are worth remembering, though the peculiar combinations 
are less common here than in England. — £d. Gaz. 



BLEANINeS. 



From some experiments of M. Langenbeck, it ainpears that cancer can 
be transmitted from man to the lower animals. He injected cancerous 
matter into the veins of a dog, and cancerous tubercles were developed in 

the lungs of the animal. M. Tribili asserts, that light exercises such 

an influence over the spasms of hydrophobia, that persons afiected with 
that disease, can swallow liquids in the dark. V^Qood news, if true ! "] 
——The last number (24) of the British and Foreign Med. Review, 
contains a very candid and very favorable notice of Dr. Brigham's Treatise 
on the Diseases and Functions of the Brain and Spinal Marrow. The no- 
tice is creditable to the judgment and tact of the reviewer, and exceeding- 
ly gratifying to the numerous friends of the amiable author. A 

case is given, in a late number of Casper's Wochenschrifl, of a woman, 
who, for six years after the birth of her first child, never having been preg- 
nant, had her menses regular, and at each monthly return, the breasts 
swelled, became hot, irritable, and tender, and secreted more or less milk. 
Some days before the re-occurrence of menstruation, the breasts again di- 
minished, and the secretion of milk ceased. We see that the water 

of the Union Spring, at Saratoga, is coming into the market; it is 
situated about two miles north of the Congress Spring. The result of 
the analysis made by Dr. James R. Chilton, of this city, is as fol- 
lows : One gallon of the water yields chloride of sodium, 243,620 grs. ; 
carbonate of magnesia, 84,265 grains; carbonate of lime, 41,600 grs. ; 
carbonate of soda, 12,800 grs. ; carbonate of iron, 5,452 grs. ; iodide of 
sodium and a trace of bromide of potassium, 3,600 ; silica and alumina, 
1,670 grs.; carbonic acid, (from water bottled four weeks,) 344, 16 inches ; 
atmospheric air, 4,62 inches. Or, to sum it up, 392,907 grains of solid 
material, and 348,78 inches of gas. A good deal has been said about the 
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aDalysis of the water of the Pavilion Spring, and it has been stated that 
there is a marked difference between the resolts obtained by Dr. Chilton 
and Dr. Thomas ; that the former gives more iron than the latter ; this is 
a matter in which the public are interested, and all doubt on the subject 

ought to be cleared up. At the last session of the Legislature of this 

State, an act was passed, ^granting to the New York Institution for the 
Blind, the sum of $15,000, on the condidon that the Institution should' 
raise the additional sum of $7,000 ; the whole to be applied to the com- 
pletion of the building, ^c. The Managers of the Instittition are now 
appealing to our citizens for aid, and it is to be hoped that the gift of the 

State will not be lost by default. "A Physiological and Pathological 

Inquiry concerning the physical characters of the Teeth and Gums ; the 
salivary calculus ; tbe lips and tongue, and the fluids of the mouth, togeth- 
er with their respective local and constitutional indications," by C. A. 

Harris, M. D., has been published. A remarkable case of death, from 

irritation, is reported in one of the eastern papers ; it resulted from using 
the same razor with which a dead person had been shaved. We recollect, 
that, some years since, a gentleman of this city suffered for a long time 
with a severe inflammation of the face, caused, as was supposed, by being 
shaved with a foul razor, at a barber's-shop ; a warning to every man to 

do his own shaving. Thos. Williamson, M. D., of Edinburgh, speaks 

in high terms of common soap as as a local application to bums, especial- 
ly if superficial ; it is to be applied with a soft brush, in the form of lather, 
and has, at least, the recommendation of being at once accessible and ea- 
sily used. The Catalogue of the Berkshire Medical Institution con- 
tains over one hundred names.—— Deaths in Boston, for the week ending 
23d Oct., 28 ; still-bom, 2. 



LECTURES ON PHYSIOLOGY. 

Br. Robert Nelson Will deliver a course of Lectnres on PhTsiologj, during whicli he wiU exunine 
and demonstrate the strticture of each tissue of the bodv in its primitiTe, comparatlTe, and perfect 
state ; expose their physical and animal laws, individuaJly, and as constituting the whole bodjr: and 
their separate and combined functions. The whole will comprise a complete course of phTsioIogy on 
a level with the present advanced state of that science ; and will consist of at least thirty lectures, 
supported by appropriate experiments, and to assist the microscopic demonstrations, large drawtegt 
and diagrams will be used. 

The course will commence on Tuesday evening 10th November, at 1-Spast 7, in the Lyctunof 
Natural History, Broadway, lectures will be delivered three times a week. 

Ticlcets for the entire course, $10 ; single lectures, 50 cents. To be obtained at Dr. Nelson's resi- 
dence, No. 41 Ilranklin Street. 

Dr. W. C. WALLACE will give a lecture and practical illustrations of several operations on the 
Bye, at the Lecture Room of the New York Society Library, on Saturday, November Itth, at l*Spast 
S o'clock, P. M. Students and the profession are invited to attend. 

INSTITUTION FOR THE TREATMENT OF CALCULOUS AFFECTIONS, 

AND OTBCR DISBASB* OP THB UBINARY OlOAlfS. 

The undersigned, formerly Professor of Surgery In the College of Physicians and Surgeons of the 
University of the State of New York, and in the Medical College of Ohio, begs leave to inform the 
Medical Profession that he has established an Institution for the accommodation of patienu laboring 
under Calculous Affections, Fistula, Diseases of the Bladder, Kidneys, *c. 

As the Members of the Profession are generally aware that the undersigned has practised Lithotrity 
for manv years, and devoted much of ms time to diseases of tbe urinary organs, he hopes that thia 
Institution will meet with the approbation of his fHends in the profession and the public. 

Any person desiring further information, may apply, personally or by letter, to him, at No. 9 Pmh 
Place, New York. 

October, iUk, 1841. ALBAN GOLDSMITH, M. D. 
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DR. CHAPIN»S UTERO-XBDOMINAL SUPPORTERS. 
TVusseSf Sutptntitrf Bandagtt^ ^. 
The sabtcriber having appointed Dr. Uriah Turner, General Agent for the aboTe, a constant top 
• ply wiU be kept at the Office of the Medical Gazette, No. ISi Fokon Street-Liberal disootint 
to wholesale purchasers. 

Many eminent physicians in the city give these Instruments the preference, and those practitionen 
onacqaainted with them, can scarce be aware of the relief they afford in one of the most distress- 
ing class of diseases with which the female sex are afflicted. J. R. Chapin. 
Nm York, Oct. S3, 1841. 

Dr. Tomer is also Agent for Dr. Haynes' 

UTEROABDOMINAL SUPPORTERS. 
An entirely mw artieU, highly spoken of in the Boston and Philadelphia Medical Journals, and ex- 
tensively used in the former city. Physicians are respectfully invited to call and examine them. 

PRIVATE DEMONSTRATION. 
A Course of Private Demonstrations will be given at the College of Physicians and 8urge<ms in 
Crosby street. Special Anatomy, by J. Quackenboss, M. D., Demonstrator. Surgical Anatomy, 
by Middleton Goldsmith, M. D., Prosector in Surgery. Fee $10. The Course to begin early in the 
season. 

DR. ALBAN GOLDSMITH will deliver a course of lectures on diseases of the genito-urinary 
organs, including Lithotritus, ftc, every Saturday at S p. m., at the Eastern Dispensary. At the 
same time operations will be performed with clinical remarks. Students and Physicians are invited 
to attend. 

UNIVERSITY OF Pl^NNSYLVANIA.-MEDlCAL DBPaRTMENT.-Sissioh of 1841-4t. 

The Lectures will commence on Monday, the 1st of November, and be continued, under 
the following arrangement, to the middle of March ensuing. 
Practice and Theory of Medicine, by Nathaniel Cbapmau, M. D. 
Chemistry, by Robert Hare, M. D. 
Surgery, bv William Gibson, M. D. 
Anatomy, by William E. Homer, M.D. 
Institutes of Medicine, by Samuel Jackson, M. D. 
Materia Medlca and Pharmacy, bv George B. Wood. M. D. 
Obstetrics and the Diseases of Women and Children, by Hugh L. Hodge, M. D. 
Clinical Lectures on Medicine, by W. W. Gerhard, M. D. and 

** *' on Surgery, by Drs. Gibson and Homer, will be delivered at the Phila 

delphla Hospital (Blockley.) StudenU are also admitted to the Clinical Instruction at the Pennsyl 
vania Hosjiiul, in the City. 

W. E. HORNER, Dean of the Medical Faculty. 
MS Chenmt Strttt, PhOadtljihia, August SO, 1841. si. 4m. 

GEO. TFEMAN. OS CHATHAM ST.-SURGICAL INSTRUMENT MAKER.-Has on hand aU 
kinds of Surgeons^ Instruments, warranted of the best workmanship. Every variety of Instruments 
made to order «t short notice. From a long experience in Europe and America, G. T. feels confi 
dent in recommending his Instrumenu to bis old customers, and Surgeons generally, and solidu a 
continuance of their patronage. tt 

*New York, July il,l94\. 

WM. R. GOULDINO, S5 1-2 CHATHAM STREET.^SUROICAL INSTRUMENT MAKER IN 
GENERAL— Has on hand, and makes to order, all kinds of Surgical Instruments, of the most im- 
proved patterns, and of the best workmanship. From a long experience in manufacturing, he feels 
confident in recommending his instruments to the faculty in general, to whom he returns his thanks 
forpasv flavors, and solicits a continuation of their patronage. 

He begs leave to call the attention of the profession to an instroment recently invented for intro- 
ducing suppositories into the rectum, Ac. in cases of irritation or inflammation of that tube, or of the 
neighboring parts. 

New York, Septembtr If lSi\. ly. 

»-— - ■ ■ ^ 
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D., No. 191 Fulton St., entrance through Dean A Trevett's Bookstore, to whom all communications 
should be addressed, post paid. Price $S per annum, payable in advance— after three months $4. 
No subscriptions received for less than one year. 

By the regulations of the Post office Department, Post-Masters are allowed to forward, under their 
fhmk, letters written by themselves, containing money to pay the subscription of third parties to 
any periodical. To render the performance of this act of courtesv less burthensoroe. the letter should 
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Case of sudden death from entrance of air into the jugular vein. 
By K. H. Coolbdoe, M. D., U. S. A. 

To the Editor of the Medical Gazette : 

Sib, — As the occurrence of death, from the entrance of air into 
the heart, in consequence of a wound in the large veins, is rare, 
and as the fact is still doubted by some, I have thought that 
the following case might prove interesting, should you deem it worthy 
of publication. 

A gentleman, aged 33, boarding at one of the principal hotels in 
this city, during the delirium attendant upon an attack of vario- 
la, seized a razor, and in the momentary absence of his nurse, 
inflicted a wound in the neck, commencing about the centre of the 
sterno-cleido mastoid muscle, three fincer^ breadth below the mas- 
toid process, and extending in a curved line to nearly the same sit- 
uation on the right side. In the course of the wounci, the left caro- 
tid artery, internal jugular vein, descendens noni and pneumo-gas- 
tric nerves were completely exposed. The descendens noni was 
divided, and the internal jusular vein opened obliquely from above 
do^wnwards, but not completely divided. The razor then passed 
through the thyroid cartilage into the pharynx, so that the finger 
could be passed directly from the external wound into the esopha- 
gus. The rest of the wound was superficial. Tlie hemorrhage 
i^as slight ; the whole amount of blood lost, making a liberal allow- 
ance for that which adhered to the clothes, could not have exceeded 
one quart, if, indeed, it were so much. 

The patient had fallen on his back, with his face turned towards 
the left thus partially closing the wound. His breathing was natur- 
aU And the pulse, as reported by Dr. Atkins, who was first in at- 
tendance, possessed considerable volume, and was regular. The 
entrance of Dr. Hofiman attracted the attention of the patient, and 
caused him to turn his head towards the door ; in doing which, he 

20 
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ble, when engaged in a process of rationation, would require a 
treatise on logic. I must therefore content myself ^ith indicating 
some of the more imminent hazards to which our dialectics are ex- 
posed. 

First, It is scarcely possible to be too careful, when, in medical 
inquiries, we undertake to infer a fact instead of. ascertaining it "by 
experiment or observation ; and of this you may take the following 
example. 

Suppose the point conceded, that a certain disease is of atmos- 
pheric origin^ and further, imagine the inference to be thence drawn, 
that the said disease cannot be subsequently communicated from 
one individual to another. Now such an argument by no means 
lacks plausibility ; ^et is the reasoning sophistrical, and the conclu- 
sion bad. The mistake consists in taking for granted the major 
term of the implied syllogism — that the deraged organs of the body 
cannot re-produce the agent, if primarily aerial, by which they may 
be themselves disorclered. Yet, were the idea, here quietly assumed, 
broadly premised, as the rulea of logic require, the mere statement 
would su6Sce to show the error. For who presumes to limit the 
possible results of diseased action, or pretends to know how poisons 
are concocted within or without the body? And as to the matter 
of fact, scarlet fever, confessedly, and, as I think, Asiatic cho era 
also, affords, each of them, an instance of a morbific substance de- 
rived from the winds, and afterwards propagated by the distempered 
functions of the original economy. 

But the following illustration is nK)re curious and possibly more 
forcible. 

In some of the Western States, the cattle die from grazing par- 
ticular pastures. The milk of the infected cows proves fatal to their 
calves, whose carrion in turn destroys, the dogs having access to it. 
How far the process might be continued, is unl^nown ; but the result 
has been uniform, as far as the experiment could be carried. Here, 
then, we have a disease primarily caused by an external agent ; yet 
afterwards indefinitely propagated from victim to victim. And 
what is more singular, from the geological structure of the country 
where the '* milk sickness " prevails, there is some reason to suppose 
that the cows^ are, in the first instance, killed by a substance me- 
tallic in its character. Now if this be so, we have a mineral not re- 
producing itself, for that would appear to be impossible, yet giving 
rise to a morbid poison, attended by similar effects. After all, how- 
ever, we are to bear in mind that, strictly speaking, any one cir- 
cumstance is per sey just as probable as any other. Experience, 
proximate or remote, making the whole difference. Thus, so far 
as we can see, vitiated saliva might as readily induce ptyalism, as 
a dose of calomel. True, the one result does, and the other does 
not occur ; but this is an affair of observation, and has no relation 
whatever to our a priori reasoning.. A mode of acquiring knowledge 
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upon which you will not, I trust, hereafter place over much confi- 
dence, but concur in the opinion that it is scarcely possible to be 
too careful, when in medical inquiries we undertake to infer a fact 
instead of ascertaining it by experiment, or observation. 

The next description of error, deserving of notice, is that techni- 
cally termed a confounding of the post hoc with the propter hoc — ^in 
plain English, a reference to our prescriptions of a result really ac- 
cidental ; or, generally, the mistaking for essential causes, circum- 
stances antecedent in point of time, but fortuitous in point of fact. 

The following example will afford an apt illustration of (in logical 
language) this non causa pro causa. 

In persons who die of suflfocation, the right side of the heart is 
gorged with blood, while the left is empty. Now the fcetus which 
Qoes not, and need not breathe, and the animals, also, which are 
termed amphibious, possess a communication, more or less direct, 
between the dexter and sinister auricles and ventricles, whereby a 
transmission of the vital fluid from the one to the other of these 
respective cavities, goes on without the aid of fresh air. Hence the 
inference was primarily unavoidable that death, through want of 
the respiratory process, is due to an interruption of the customary 
transition of the " purple flood." A supposition, as it happens, the 
precise opposite of the truth. For we know well that one gush of 
black, nervous blood passing into the aorta, proves instantly and in- 
evitably fatal. The temporary arrest, then, of the circulation^ with 
its attendant accumulation, heretofore conceived to be the imme- 
diate cause of dissolution affords, in truth, the only hope of restor- 
ing life in cases of suspended animation. 

Let me now, however, endeavor to preserve you from^ perhaps, 
the most fruitful source of our blunders. And in doing so, I have 
first to premise that, in no instance, can human penetration detect 
a necessary connexion between preceding and succeeding events. 
That the stricken marble, for instance, should fly from the young- 
ster's taw, is, to our intellect, just as inscrutable as the movements 
of the solar system. What, therefore, we denominate a cause, here 
a special cause, is, to the extent of our knowledge, no other than a 
uniform antecedent, while the term effect, truly under8tood,expresse8, 
in like manner, an invariable subsequent — two conclusions before 
established by a different train of induction. Surrounded, then, as 
we are, by series of circumstances, unlimited in number, and inces- 
sant in their progress, to discriminate between a sequence that is 
casual in contradistinction to one that is constant, forms a task, fre- 
quently of extreme difficulty. And the mental quality, particularly 
demanded for its execution, is sagacity — a boon conferred primarily 
by nature, but requiring to be tutored in the schools, and subse- 
quently to be trained by habitual attention. 

Let us now consider the risks incurred when we attempt to as- 
cend from particulars to generals.* 
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To resolve into one harmonious whole phenomena, numerous, 
grand, and, to the vulgar eye, discordant, constitutes, doubtless, the 
most intense of all enjoyments, purely intellectual, and the "^Ev^ffKa ! 
Kkii^Hita /" of Archimedes forever bursts from the successful votary 
of science. But nature is chary of her secrets, and favored must 
be the mortal by whose lips ** open sesame " can be eflfectually pro- 
nounced. For the detection of the recondite relations existing be- 
tween passing and apparently unconnected events, requires the very 
highest mental endowment, and sagacity, our ordinary guide, pos- 
sesses here only secondary importance. The causa causans^ then, 
of grand discoveries, is a comprehension of thought — a reach of 
mind by no means vouchsafed to all. Adam Smith did, indeed, re- 
duce the theory of government to a sentence, and the planets re« 
volve in obedience to the laws of Kepler. Yet giants like these in 
intellect, are not the growth of every day. 

But would genius of the same order furnish results, I will not say 
equally imposing, that being obviously impossible ; but is it practi- 
cable to elicit medical principles, thus broad in their application 7 
I fear not. At any rate, the obstacles opposed to extensive gener- 
alizations among us, if not insuperable, are hitherto unsurmounted. 
And attend for a moment, I pray you, to a part of the difficulties to 
be encountered by a professional theorist upon a magnificent scale.. 

In the first place, then, in all cases of general disease; the nerves 
are more or less implicated, and wherever these mysterious agents 
are brought into action, our philosophy, as elsewhere sufficiently 
proved, is exceedingly apt to be foiled. So Ions as we confine our 
attention to the bones, muscles, and blood-vessels, we seem to com- 
prehend something of what is going forward ; but the moment the 
nerves become involved, all our a priori reasoning is overthrown,, 
and I have sometimes thought that the rule of contrary afforded the 
nearest approximation to the truth. 

Secondly. The most efficient agents in the production of disor- 
ders, are not cognizable by our senses. Miasmata and atmospheric 
poisons give us no notice of their presence. We see nothing but 
effects, and these effects undergo the most extraordinary mutations 
without warning in the first instance, or assignable cause in the 
second. 

In the third place, the various influences to which we are ex- 
posed, are nearly innumerable, and constantly changing. Heat,« 
cold, moisture, drought, different kinds of food and of drink, modes 
of life, places of abode, feelings, passions, &c. &c. Of all these are 
we the subject, and by them all, are we more or less affected. 

Fourthly. There is a principle in all animated beings, them's me- 
dicUrix naturcB,^ operating in a manner entirely unknown to us but 



* The term re-action is frequently substitated; but this is specific, while the formes 
is generic — they cannot, therefore, be used indifferently. 
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modifying, with more or less of energy, the effect of eveiy agent to 
which we may be exposed, whether that agent be remedial or mor- 
bific. 

Lastly, every person has a certain individaality about him, physi- 
cal as well as moral, which constitutes him what he is, and aistin- 
guishes him from all others of his race. These idiosyncrasies are 
what a patient means when he talks of his " constitution " — an ex- 
pression covering an infinitude of quackery and imposition Undoubt- 
edly, but still having a real foundation. 

To recapitulate. We have causes, then, innumerable, impercep- 
tible, and ever varying, operating in the dark, through the instru- 
mentality of agents of whose modus agendi we are ignorant — these 
4|geRts, themselves, not acting precisely alike in any two individu- 
als, and the whole modified by a power of which little more is 
known than the name. And yet these multifarious elemetlts some- 
times concurring sometimes conflicting, occasionally one of them 
enjoying the supremacy and occasionally another, are all to be re- 
duced to one solitary principle. What are we now to think of Dr. 
Rush's unity of disease, or of any approach to such an absurdity ? 

Before taking myJeave of generalisations in medicine, permit the 
remark, that to me their value appears to have been much overrated. 
All knowledge is doubtless desirable ; yet that which makes no 
material addition to our power, can possess but little comparative 
importance. For utility — ^utility upon the broadest scale — however, 

fraduates the worth of every tliung in relation to man. Now in the 
ealing art, great and comprehensive principles, if any such there 
be, are so perpetually modified by special and varying circumstan- 
ces, that these have to occupy constantly, if not exclusively, the at- 
tention of the practitioner. And hence it is very possible that, al- 
though the phenomena of fever should be resolved into one ultimate 
fact, yet is it by no means certain that the law, when determined, 
might add to our control over the disease. Whereas, could a reme- 
dy be discovered for scrofulous, or tubercular consumption, how in- 
calculable were the benefit. 

I have now, gentlemen, pointed out to you the nature of true phi- 
losophy — ^the only modes leading to its certain acquisition in medi- 
cine, and have furthermore indicated the mistakes to which we are 
liable in the pursuit of professional (knowledge. But it has been 
objected, that my doctrit^ is too rigid, and that, according to the 
methods enjoined by me, the number of medical theories will be 
scant indeed. Doubtless they will. And where lies the blame f 
I am no legislator, nor even an original expositor of the laws which 
the Creator has seen fit to ordain for the government of his uni- 
verse. If, therefore, any one conceives himself authorized to cen- 
sure those laws, upon bis head be the act. My sin, if sin I have 
committed, consists in maintaining that the paths leading to truth in 
medicine, cannot be diverse from those conaoctingus to knowledge 
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in all other sciences. And if it be urged that, from my showing, 
our generalizations must, for the present, at least, be few and brief, 
I admit the fact and abide the inference — forever contending that 
of all reasoners, practitioners of the healing art are under the strict- 
est obligation to proceed with due circumspection, since with them 
a rash conclusion will be too certainly followed by an ill-advised 
prescription. 

And observe, I pray you, what would be — what has been— the 
consequence of disregarding the salutary restraints for which I con- 
tend. Affinities, however slight, sequences, however casual, have 
been and will be erected into pseudo theories, involving the com- 
fort and the lives of hapless patients and confiding friends. Now 
the rules of philosophizing form the only check to whimsies, thus 
fraught with evil to others, and disgrace to the profession. Should, 
then, that curb be removed, these fungi of a night will continue to 
spring,as has been their wont, with a luxuriance, proportioned (o the 
lightness of the soil, and the faultiness of the tillage. For a mind 
rich and well cultivated, never fails to suggest considerations incon- 
sistent with the crude notions of a fantastic brain, teeming with 
visionary speculations, under the garb of facts — but facts, of a truth, 
badly observed, deduced without warrant, ill arranged, and rashly 
generalized.* 

Would I, then, you may ask, discard, forthwith and indiscrimin- 
ately, every conjecture which bears not on its face the stamp of 
truth ? Certainly not ; and for various reasons. First, because a 
felicitous though may prove eventually correct, and should there- 
fore be kept in view, to be adopted, or rejected, as future investi- 
gation mav determine, and to such an investigation an idea of our 
own will forcibly incline us. 

But secondly, there is an immediate, positive good to be derived 
from the employment of hypotheses, whether true or false. This 
beneficial use arises from the multitude of facts being too great for 
the recollecrion, if unassisted by associating principles of some kind. 
Thus, in relation to yellow fever, there has been broached an idea 
worthy of attention, as a present aid to the memory, be the future 
fate of the suggestion what it may. The conjecture alluded to, 
takes for granted, what is, indeed, matter of demonstration, that no 
mere combination of heat, humidity, and decaying animal and veget- 
able substances can induce this scourge of Southern America. The 
proof being, that a union of these several circumstances, in every 



* Some author, whose name I do not recollect, found himself so straightened under 
the control of the ordinary rules of philosophizing, thai he gravely proposed to ex- 
empt Doctors from the tyranny of the code. I admire such candor, and heartily 
wish that every medical writer who may assume the privilege, would manifest 
equal ingenuousness. The favor would be further enhanced if the latitudinarian 
dealer in hypotheses, would premise the revised statutes by which, in his opinion, 
the Faculty snould be hereafter governed. 
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proportion, to the hi^est degree, and far beyond any thing of the 
kind ever occurring m this latitude, fails to engender the pestilence. 
I refer, of course, to the torrid parts of Asia, whether continental, 
or insular, and, if I mistake not, the whole of Africa. 

Foiled, then, in the attempt to apply ordinary causes to a peculiar 
case — to a disease sui generis— ^nr philosophy requires a new ele- 
ment ; an element furnished by the supposition that the specific 
source of yellow fever consists of no inorganic compound, but of a 
living poison in the form of minute and invisible insects. Concede 
this postulate, such being its character, and add the notorious fact, 
that every quarter of the globe is distinguished by its animals, small 
as well as great, and you perceive at once why this plague virtually 
belongs to the New World — ^why it is instantly arrested by frost, 
&c. &c. 

Now, without at all vouching for the reality of these pestiferous 
animalcules, the impression that they may exist, will enable you to 
remember, with more facility, the foregoing particulars, and many 
others might be added, were it not my object to illustrate a propo- 
sition, rather than establish a theory. 

Thirdly, the number of plausible hypotheses, having a reference 
to a particular point, is limited ; and, consequently, by adopting, and 
hence causing any one to be refuted, the amount of proba> e errors 
becomes, to that extent, diminished.^ Truth is thus approximated, 
and will be attained when ever all possible conjectures shall have 
been removed, save the doctrine contended for. 

Lastly, it should be borne in mind, that from theories safe infer- 
ences may be drawn, and facts elicited, too minute to be otherwise • 
readily detected, or too remote to come under immediate observa- 
tion. The former was done by La Place, in relation to lunar mo- 
tion ; and of the latter we have an instance in the extension, , 
throughout the universe, of the law of gravity.* Yet nothing of this 
is to be attempted with an hypothesis — the difference being that in 
a theory the premises being true, any legitimate deduction furnished 
by them, must be 'also true- Whereas, in setting out from a con- 
jecture, our conclusion conjectural, at best, may, and probably will 
be even more fanciful than the original conception.f 

I have thus, gentlemen, fulfilled, to the extent of niy ability, the 
task required by the office 1 have the honor to hold. But it has ap- 
peared to me possible, and, as I think, barely possible, that some 
one should exclaim, cui bono f What have medical students to do 
with philosophy or logic 7 Have they any other desire than to be 



* For this grand result, we are indebted to the induction of Bacon ; such a conclu- 
sion being unattainable by the stricter logic of the Stagyrite. 

t An inference, though logically bad, may nevertheless be true in point of fact' 
Bat the proof of such a conclusion depends on grounds more substantial than hypo* 
tlietical reasoning. 
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well grounded in their profession — |o be taught* on seeing diseases, 
to know them, and thus enlightened, to apply the appropriate rekie- 
dies 1 These, and these alone, I readily concede, are the ultimate 
objects which have brought you to this institution, and the query 
therefore is, how far these your wishes are likely to be promoted 
by the precepts to which you have been listening — a point depend- 
ing upon the character of the profession. If that be purely mechan- 
ical, if the restoration of health to the disordered body be as simple 
as the reparation of a rent shoe, then is the cobbler-'prentice on a 
par with the medical pupil— the one requiring to be told how to 
point his awl, the other needing instruction where to level his pill. 

But if it be conceded that we have occasion for gome science — 
that the circulation of the blood, for instance, should be under- 
stood, then reasoning must be employed, and the aid of philosophy 
invoked. Yet it has been seen, that neither is practicable except 
in conformity with the laws which form the theme of this discourse. 
The real issue, then, is this : are we, when proceeding methodically 
and understandingly, more likely to advance safely, certainly, and, 
I must add, conscientiously, the ease or suffering, the life or death 
of afflicted humanity, having to abide the issue 7 or should we, ve|i- 
fying the words of the wit, Jay about us in the dark, and as chance 
may decide, now conquer a symptom, and anon — brain a patient 7 

In realitv, however, students do not enter collegiate establish- 
ments solely for the purpose of having facts and principles infused 
into their minds, as water passes from vessel to vessel. This may 
not be ; and were it practicable, the process would be vain, or worse 
than vain — undigested learning serving but to enfeeble, or even ex- 
tii^^ish common sense. Of a truth, therefore, though initiated by 
otl^rs, we have ever to prove our own ultimate and effective teach- 
ers. Accordingly, to quicken your faculties, to sharpen your appre- 
hensions, and to mvigorate your judgment, I never hesitate to plunffe 
into discussions, having a reference to medicine, although there be 
about them a comprehensive reach of thought — perhaps a dash of 
refinement. And when hereafter in the happy exercise of your 
profession, you shall have grappled successfully with the King of 
Terrors, I wish for no other compliment to this your Alma mater, 
than the i4mple reflection of the victorious Athelete — " The fight is 
nothing — my training was alll^ 

It only remains, gentlemen, for me to say, that when I last ad- 
dressed you from this chair, our prospects were somewhat clouded 
by uncertainty. All doubts are now dissipated. The unsullied 
future, bright with hope, opens broadly upon the view ; and many 
and prosperous may be the sessions yet in reserve for the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons in the University of the State of New 
York. 
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Barber Surgery, — ^The different articles which have from time to time 
appeared in this Gazette, on the subject of operative surgery, have, as we 
are informed, given offence in certain quarters ; this toe regret ; our wish, 
in conducting the Gazette, is to please all parties, if it be possible honestly 
and usefully to do so ; but we are not so Utopian as to expect to realize 
this wish— there are some who cannot, because they will not, be pleased. 
Under these circumstances, next to the consciousness of honest and truth- 
loving intentions, the highest gratification for which we look, is to find 
that the mass of the more intelligent of our brethren are with us ; this grat- 
ification we assuredly have in the matter of Barber Surgery. We scarce 
open a periodical which does not present us with evidence that the day of 
Barber Surgery is past — its glory has departed— the time has gone by 
when a man could establish a reputation as a surgeon by cutting off a leg 
in five seconds less time than his neighbors ; neither can reputation now 
be secured by novel, hazardous and uncalled for operations ; the time is 
fast drawing nigh, when the man who has cut here, and carved there, and 
cured no wkere^ will be much more closely approximated to a batcher than 
to a scientific surgeon. 

These ideas were excited in our minds by the accident of meeting, oa 
the same day, with denunciations of *' the spirit of hyper-opemting," in 
the Philadelphia Examiner, and in L*£xperience, a Parisian weekly. 
Both are equally and justly severe upon what our Philadelphia cotempora- 
ry calls, this " intra-professional empericism.** This is as it should be. 
Let surgical science flourish, but away with surgical quackery — away 
with surgical display — away with those detestable " feats of surgical dar- 
ing," upon which, and upon which alone^ reputations are sought to be built. 
We are far, very far, from decrying the science of. Surgery. She is the 
sister, the younger sister of Medicine. Let them ever rank as equals ; 
but for operative surgery — (or the art of surgery —let it be confined to its 
proper sphere, as the hand-maid of Science — to obey her laws and do her 
bidding. And whenever the man of Science is compelled to have resort 
to the knife, let it be with all the humility which a consciousness of ig- 
norance should inspire ; remembering, always, that, to use the language 
of the truly great American Surgeon, the illustrious Physic—" a resort to 
the knife is always a confession, either of the impotence of our ait or of 
our own ignorance — we cut because we do not know how to cure.** 

We had written thus far, when the Introductory Lecture of Prof. Otb* 
son was put into our hands ; here, too, we have earnest testimony against 
Barber Surgery. Dr. Gibson speaks upon this and upon some other points 
of surgical ethics, as he ought, and as he can speak, decidedly and with 
all the authority, which of right attaches to his name and his place. We 
take great pleasure in transferring to our pages some of the eloquent ten* 
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tences of ihis truly scientific, able and honest surgeon. Speaking of the 
pruriency for surgical distinction, he says, ** every ' puny whipster,' with 
strength enough to steady a knife, and brains enough to pull a tooth, thinks 
he may boldly dash at an operation, that would have caused Hunter or 
Physic to pause. Hardly a week, indeed, passes that we do not hear of 
some bloody exploit, that would disgrace a mountebank, of some toma- 
hawk scalping, of which the meanest butcher would be ashamed." " From 
the whole scope of these observations, you will perceive that I set a high 
value upon medical surgery— that I look upon operative surgery as 
secondary and subordinate, only to be resorted to after full and fair trials 
of other remedial measures have failed— instead of being held up, as it 
too often is, as of primary importance, and even a sine qua non" 

We give one more extract, to which we would ask the particular atten- 
tion of our readers ; it speaks the truth boldly. 

** Intelligent and able surgeons themselves, have sometimes contributed 
to degrade their profession through sordid motives, or from a vain and os- 
tentatious desire of exhibiting their feats of dexterity and sleight-of-hand 
before a vulgar and unprofessional congregation, or from a disposition to 
overrate the value of their services to the patient or to his friends, or for 
the purpose of establishing a claim to distinction, or to entice students 
from a distance by misrepresentations and weekly reports through the col- 
umns of a newspaper. Such expedients are resorted to, to obtain patients 
and get ec^t by operations, in some instances by men who have held respect' 
able rankf and even made fortunes out of their profession.^^ 

Such is the language of Prof. Gibson, and we honor him for it. Of the 
former part of his Lecture, which is devoted to— himself, we may speak 
at some future day ; for the present, suffice it to say, that it is character- 
ized by a simple, straight-forward, honest boasting, which we like ; there 

is no mock modesty about it ; the Doctor thinks well of himself, and 

says 80— that's all. 



Life of Dr, Physic^ by Dr. Randolph.— Thirteen pages of the November 
number of the Dublin Journal are occupied by a notice of this interesting 
biography. A sketch of the life and character, of Dr. P. with an account of 
many of his improvements in surgery, is given. Altogether, full justice is 
done to the high character, both professional and personal, of our distin- 
guished countryman — to whose memory it is scarce possible to pay too high 
a tribute. When we think of Physic, of his clear, bright intellect — of his 
calm, philosophic mind— of his high attainments— and then remember 
how these were combined with so much gentleness, such unobtrusive 
modesty, such high honor, such perfect honesty in all his dealings with 
bis professional brethren — we rejoice that such a man has been. Such 
was Philip Syng Physic, the American Surgeon. But who now " sits in 
Moses' seat ? "—Alas ! alas ! 
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ANALYTICAL DEPARTMENT. 



A case of remarkable and speedy recovery from severe injury of the spinal 
column. By Soland Borland, M. D., of Memphis, Tenn. 

W. £. Hall, a /Sailor, aged 20 years, of a symmetrical form, stout, 
athletic, and in fine health, was seated in a fiat-boat, on a sill which was 
about four inches above the fioor, with his lower limbs extended and apart, 
and his body bent forward, when the roof, covered with several tons of 
wet com, fell in, crushing him down until his face* and breast pressed up- 
on the fioor between his legs. He was extricated in four or five minutes. 
When seen by Dr. B., half an hour aAer the accident, he presented symp- 
toms of violent concussion of the brain ; entire loss of sensibility ; pulse 
barely perceptible. Besides contusions of the head and upper part of the 
back, the integuments between the last dorsal and first lumbar vertebras 
were much contused ; the articulation completely torn asunder, all its 
ligaments ruptured, the spinous process of the superior vertebra broken 
off, and the articulating surfaces two inches apart. When the patient 
was turned on his side, the spinal column formed, at the point of separa« 
tion, an angular projection of about 100 degrees. 

The medical gentlemen considering the case hopeless, retired ; but be- 
ing recalled, three hours subsequently, found the patient partially recov- 
ered, sensibility restored, but in great pain, moving the lower limbs with 
some force ; the eyes open, and intensely red. Dr. B. having repeated 
the examination of the spine, aided by Dr. Christian ; they jointly came 
to the conclusion, that the spinous process of the last dorsal vertebra was 
broken off; its articulation with the first lumbar completely sundered^ and 
the articulating surfaces nearly two inches apart; but that the medulla 
spinalis was not essentially injured. 

On the following day, the patient was free from pain, except on motion, 
and rational, and it was found that lying upon the back, on a hard bed, 
had nearly straightened the spine, and approximated the vertebrae. He 
was kept in this position, and treated with opiates and aperients pro re na* 
ta ; and at the end of four weeks, he walked half a mile at a time, the 
deformity being very slight. Several weeks after, by exercising impru- 
dently, there appeared considerable backward curvature ; in other respects, 
perfectly sound. 

We extract the above case from the Western Journal. In view of the 
extraordinary character of the facts detailed. Dr. Borland has very proper- 
ly appended to it the certificate of two of his medical brethren, who 
agreed with him as to the nature and extent of the injury. The case is 
detailed with a plain, straight«forward simplicity, which convinces us of 
Dr. B.'s entire good faith; of that we have not a doubt. The>accuracy of 
his diagnosis is of course another question, and certainly a very difficult 
one. That tlall received a very severe injury of the spine, is certain ; 
fracture of at least one of the spinous processes is beyond doubt, but that 
the vertebiffi should be separated from each other for two inches, and yet 
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the patient recover so soon and so perfectly, is most extraordinary. How 
could the vertebrae be thus separated without laceration of the spinal 
nerves that emerge from the canal at that point, and if such laceration did 
take place, how could the patient recover perfectly (no permanent paraly- 
sis of the parts supplied by the injured nerves) and in so short a time. 
Is it not possible that the depression which led to the opinion that the 
vertebrae were separated, could have depended on fracture of the spinous 
processes with great depression ? We throw out this suggestion mere- 
ly as a guess. The case is full of difficulty— difficult to believe, difficult 
to disbelieve. The occurrence of posterior curvature after an apparently 
perfect recovery, is curious, and goes to prove that the spinal ligaments 
had been torn, and that being united by a structure less dense and resist- 
ing than was the original, it gradually elongated, as the tendons are known 
to do after the operation of tenotomy. This latter fact, elongation of the 
connecting medium between the two cut eztremeties of a tendon, by 
which the operation of tenotomy is so of^en rendered worse than useless, 
and the patient, who was before only deformed, cripled for life, is too 
much kept in the back ground, in the present rage for that greatest of lit- 
tle things — tenotomy.* — Eo. Med. Gaz. 

Reduction of Luxations of tho thigh. — The Journal of the Medical Soci- 
ety of Montpelier, contains a memoir on a new method of reducing luxa- 
tions of the thigh. This method was first proposed by M. Collin in 
an inaugural thesis presented to the Faculty of Medicine at Montpelier^ 
in 1832, and is now advocated by M. Jaumes, of the same place, who 
gives some very striking cases. We content ourselves with giving a 
sketch of the plan ; its simplicity commends it to a trial, at least, and if it 
be found as useful in other hands as in those of M. Collin, he will certain- 
4ainly have conferred a benefit upon science. 

It is first necessary to put the patient on a plank strong enough to sus- 
4ain the weight of the body ; the width should be about two feet, the 
length somewhat to exceed that of the trunk ; in this plank, four holes are 
to be bored near the four corners, through which cords are to be passed 
-so as to suspend it about four feet from the ground ; the cords, at one end, 
to be six inches shorter than those at the other, so that one end of the 
f>lank shall be six inches higher than the other. This plank being cov- 
ered with a thin, firm mattrass or other like bedding, the patient is to be 
placed upon it, fiat on his belly, the arms to hang down on either side, 
4he pelvis situated at the highest end of the plank, rests upon the anterior 
fiuperior Hiac spines, the lower extremities hang over the end of the plank 
>60 as to form an angle slightly acute with the body. The patient should 



* How true is the ancieDt adage : 

" Little things are great— to little men." 

'With soBiC; tenotomy is a great thing, and the man who practices it, a great man ; 
tongue cauiog, too, was for a while a great thine ; and the man who could thrust a 
f>air of scissors beneath the tongae and cat— he kaew not what— he knew Mot why — 
was a great man ; but the day for that has passed. 
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be allowed to remain in this {>08ition a short time without any efibrts be- 
ing made by way of traction on the dislocated limb ; the position alone, 
merely by the weight of the limb, in one of M. Collin's cases, restored the 
dislocated bone. If this does not happen, slight traction may be made 
directly dmonwards ; if this fail, weights may be attached to the limb, a 
towel being tied round the ankle, and forming a bag beneath the foot, into 
wbic h weights may be placed. Such is the simple apparatus, and the mode 
of using it, by which M. Collin asserts that he has reduced several cases ; 
one that had resisted extension and counter extension, for hours. The 
plan will, of course, only apply to luxations backwards and upwards on 
to the dorsum of the ileum. M. Jaumes enters into a long argument to 
prove the reasonableness of this plan ; this we shall not translate. The 
plan has been tried and succeeded ; it is simple and painless ; let it be 
tried^again. 



Ergot —Br. Wright inclines to the opinion, that the fomation of thi» 
excrescence is owing to the combined influence of atmospheric beat and 
moisture. He is confirmed in this opinion, by ergot being.much more com- 
mon in the district of Soloyre— a moist, rich soil, hot and sheltered ~ than 
elsewhere. Grains also occur, only one half of which is ergotted, an insu- 
perable objection to the notion that ergot is produced by the growth of a 
fungus, which would of course attack all parts of the grain. Besides, from 
his own experiments, he finds that ergot in powder or grains, sowed with 
rye, fails to produce the disease in the growing plant. Watering the growing 
plants freely, with water in which ergot had been steeped, failed in like' 
manner, so did the application of ergot to the growing ears of the rye. 
The excVesence remarked at the upper extremity of the grain, he regards 
as the stigmata altered by disease. 

Mr. Wright's conclusions were further confirmed by discovering that 
ergot contains a considerable quantity (26 per cent.) of fecula, which it 
would not do if the disease was produced by fungus. Mr. Wright has the 
merit of discovering fecula in ergot — ^no previous analyst makes mentioik 
of iU—Ed. Med. Sf Surg. Jour. 



Diacetate of Lead in Internal Hemorrhage. — Mr. Sweetery thinks that 
this remedy has been given in too small doses, and in objectionable com- 
binations ; his practice is to give it in eight grain doses every two, three,. 
or four hours, according to circumstances. The last case in which he 
employed the diacetate, was one of uterine hemorrhage, consequent upon 
abortion ; the woman had miscarried, the day before he saw her, she lost 
a large quantity of blood, and the hemorrhage continued. She was pale^ 
restless, sick, and nearly pulseless. He gave five grains of the diacetate,. 
dissolred in distilled water, and repeated the dose every hour, for twelve 
consecutive hours ; and upon abatement of the hemorrhage, continued 
it every'four hours for the next 24 hours. The woman recovered. 

The diacetate should be rubbed up with a few drops of concentrated 
pyroligneous acid, in order to ensure a complete solution of any carburet 
of lead, distilled water added, and the whole filtered through paper ; with< 
these precautions, no ill effects need be feared. 
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A yoQDg gendeman, laboring under typhus fever, was attacked with 
diarrhea and hemorrhage from Uie bowels ; the diacetate in full dose was 
administered, and both discharges restrained after two doses ; he recov- 
ered. 

About two years since, Mr. S. was called to a man laboring under 
Asiatic cholera, clearly marked ; he was attacked at 7, A. M., and Mr. S. 
did not see him till noon ; found him pale, pulseless, cold, and all but in 
the frightful state of collapse ; gave him 5 grains diacetate immediate- 
ly ; the draught was at once rejected ; then gave one grain every ten 
minutes, in a teaspoonful of acidulated water ; after he had taken this for 
ten hours, the spasms wholly left him. He speedily recovered. 



SLEANINeS. 

It is said that an extensive tin mine has been discovered in Iowa. 

An eastern paper describes a dwarf, by the name of James Washburn, 
thus : he is in his seventeenth year, weighs but 23 pounds, and is only 36 
inches in height ; he is in good health, active and intelligent. Antithesis, 
Lewis Cornelius died in Milford, Pa., some weeks since, aged 48 ; his 
dimensions, taken post mortem, were as follows : height, 6 feet ; circum- 
ference of waist, 6 feet 2 inches ; of body, 8 feet 2 inches ; of arm above 
elbow, 2 feet 2 inches ; of arm below elbow, 1 foot 9 inches ; of wrist, 1 
foot 9 inches ; of thigh, 4 feet 2 inches ; of calf of leg, 2 feet 7 inches ; 
of ankle, 1 foot 7 inches ; weight, 645 pounds, after having lost, as was 

supposed, about 30 pounds during his illness. A Dr. Marter, of Ala., 

has been convicted of the murder of his brother. Dr. Chauncey, con- 
victed of producing abortion, has been pardoned by the Governor of Pa., 
before completing his term of service ; this is all wrong, for however 
loose the morals of legislators may be as to the crime of producing abor- 
tion, the medical profession should look upon it as murder, at any period 
when not imperatively required in the judicious and conscientious dis- 
charge of obstetrical duty ; in no case would we testify so cheerfully 
and so positively against one of the brethren. — ^A second American edi- 
tion of Jahr's New Manual of Homoeopathic Practice, with additions by 
A. Gerald Hull, M. D., of this city, has just been published. However 
much we may differ from Dr. Hull, as to the principles of Therapeutics, 
we believe him to be well qualified for the task which he has executed, 
and to be the head of the Homoeopaths in this city, we only wish that he 

was as persevering and successful in a better cause. Dr. Robert Cowan, 

Professor of Medical Jurisprudence in the University of Edinburgh, is 

dead. A Convention of Thompsonian Practitioners was recently held 

in Boston, and it was determined to establish the Thompsonian Medical 
College. The branches to be taught are Thompsonian Theory and Prac- 
tice OF Medicine, Anatomy, Physiology^ Surgery, Obstetrics and Chem* 

istry; of a verity, these people have a glimmering of light. William 

P. Kussell, M. D., of Middlebury, Vt., has been appointed Professor of 
Medical Jurisprudence in the Castleton Medical College. Dr. R. former- 
ly held the same chair in the Vermont M^ical College. We learn 
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from a New Orleans paper, that the deaths from yellow fever, in that city, 
for the last year, have been sixteen hundred and thirty-five.— —Malignant 
scarlatina has been raging dreadfully In Buenos Ayres. At a recent 
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DR. OHAPIN'S UTERCKABDOMINAL SUPPORTERS. 

The sabicribar having appointed Dr. UrAili Turner, General Agent for the above, a constant sap 
ply wiU be kept at the Office of the Mescal Gazette, No. 181 Fultoa Street^ Liberal discoant 
to wholesale purchasers. 

Many eminent physicians in the city give these Instruments the preference, and those practitioners 
unacquainted with them^ can scarce be aware of the relief they afford in one of the moat distress- 
ing class of diseases with which the female sex are afflicted. J. R. Chaplo. 

New York, Oct. S3, 1841. 

Dr. Turner is also Agent for Dr. Haynes* 

UTERO-ABDOMINAL SUPPORTERS. 

An entirely mw articltt highly spoken of In the Boston and Philadelphia Medical Jouinals, and ex- 
tensively used in the former city. Physicians are respectfully invited to call and examine them. 

DR. ALBAN GOLDSMITH will deliver a course of lectures on diseasM of the f<|iito-nriiuury 
organs, including Lithotritus, Ac, every Saturday at 2 p. m., at the Eastern Dlspensacf . At the 
came time operations will be performed with clinical remarks. Students and Physicians are invited 
to attend. 

UNIVERSmr OP PENN8YLVANIA.-MEDICAL DEPARTMKN^.-Sbssiok of 1841-42. 

The Lectures will commence on Monday, the 1st of November, and be continued,' under 
the following arrangement, to the middle of March ensuing. 

Practice and Theory of Medicine, by Nathaniel Chi^man, M. D. 

Cheltaistrv, by Robert Hare, M. D. 

Surgery, by William Gibson, M. D. 

Anatomy, by WilUam E. Homer, M. D. 

Institutes of Medicine, by Samuel Jackson, M. D. 

Materia Medica and Pharmacy, by George B. Wood. M. D. 

Obstetrics and the Diseases of Women and Children, by Hugh L. Hodge, M. D. 

Clinical Lectures on Medicine, by W. W. Gerhard, M. D. and 

" " on Surgery, by Drs. Gibson and Homer, will be delivered at the Phila 

delphia Hospital (Blockley.) StudenU are also admitted to the Clinical Instruction at the Pennsyl 
vania Hospital, in the City. 

W. E. HORNER, Dean of the Medical Faculty. 
383 Ckemmt Sinitj PkiUi«lpkia, August ^, 1841 . si . 4m. 

GEO. TIEMAN, 68 CHATHAM ST.-SURGICAL INSTRUMENT MAKER.-Has on hand aU 
kinds of Surgeons' Instruments, warranted of the best workmanship. Every viuriety of Instnunents 
made to order at short notice. From a lone experience in Europe and America, G. T. feels confi 
dentin recommending his InstrumenU to bis old customers, aiul Surgeons generally, and solicits a 
continuance of their pstronage. 
JV«oForA,/ttiy 21, 1841. 

WM. R. GOULDINO, 85 1-2 CHATHAM STRBET.-SURGICAL INSTRUMENT MAKE^ IN 
GENERAL.— Has on hand, and makes to order, all kinds of Surgical Instruments, of the most im- 
proved patterns, and of the best workmanship. From a long experience in manufactunng, he ^els 
confident in recommending his instruments to the faculty in general, to whom he returns ms thanks 
forpast favors, and solicits a continuation of their patronage, 

He begs leave to call the attention of the profession to an instmment recently invented for Intro- 
ducing suppositories i^to the rectum, dec. in cases of irritation or inflammation of that tube, or of the 
neighboring parts. 

New York, September 1, 1841. ly. 



THE NEW YORK MEDICAL GAZETTE is published every Wednesday, by Uriok Turner. M. 
D., No. 121 Fulton St., entrance through Dean A Tterett's Bookstore, to whom all communications 
should be addressed, post paid. Price $8 per annum, payable in advance— after three months $4. 
19o subscriptions received for less than one year. 

By the regulations of thsk Post Office Department, Post*Masters are allowed to forward, under their 
frank, letters written by themselves, containing money to pay the subscription of third parties to 
any periodical. To render the performance of this act of conrtesr less borthensome. the letter should 
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Notes of Clinical Lectures^ delivered in the Theatre of the College 
of Physicians and Surgeons. By Willard PARKBRt M. D., Pro- 
ressor of Surgery. 



\» 



Monday f December 13^A, 1841. 

Carcinoma of both Breasts. — ^This patient is a married female, aced 
34, she has never had children, but has usually enjoyed good health. 
Two years ago she noticed a hard tumor in the left breast, the 
schirrus inflammation soon involved the whole organ, and in a few 
months the right breast was also affected. The pain is now excru- 
ciating, especially at night, no great disturbance has as yet occurred 
in the general health, but it is now beginning gradually to fail. 
The extent of the disease is the remarkable trait in this case ; can- 
cerous disease affecting both mammae att the same time, is very 
rare, I have seen but two cases. Another point worth noticing, is 
the slight degree in which the general system sympathises with the 
cancerous disease ; this too is uncommon. The prognosis in this 
case is as bad as it can be ; operation being out of the question, all 
we can do is to palliate. For this purpose I shall order anodyne 
cataplasms. I have sometimes seen the decoction of capsicum al- 
lay the sufferings of the patient when nothing else would. To 
check the progress of the disease. Iodine has of late been recom- 
mended, also as you know the liq. potass, arsenicalis and the 
oxide of arsenic, little reliance however can be placed on them. 

Tongue-tied Child. — Shortness of the frenum linguae, is a mal- 
formation which we are very often called ,upon to remedy. When 
the frenum is very short, the child' cannot nurse and we are obliged 
to operate very early. Where the difficulty is not so great, it yet 

26 
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may interfere with speech, the child as it begins to speak will lisp^ 
and is unable to protrude the tongue. In tins particular case, the 

Eatient has once been operated on and a degree of relief atforded, 
ut now he cannot protrude the tongue and speaks with a lisp. On 
examining the mouth, 1 find that the cicatrix has formed a hard 
firm band, this I have divided and you now see that the motions of 
the tongue are more free. This is a small a very small opera- 
'tion, and yet there is a right and a wrong way to do it. In the first 
place make your incision above the orifice of the ducts of Wharton 
or you may divide those ducts, and there will ever after be diflSculty 
in the excretion from the sub-maxillary glands. Next do hot noXoo 
high or you will cut the ranine veins and a troublesome hemorr- 
hage will result, lastly do not cut too far, a slight touch of the knife 
will generally sufl[ice, if you extend the incision, the tongue may fall 
back upon the glottis and instant suffocation be the consequence, a 
case of this kind is reported by Petit, and others have happened. 
After this little operation be sure to have the patient well watched, 
or hemorrhage may go on to a dangerous and fatal extent unsus- 
pected, the child swallowing the bloc^. 

Converging Strabismus. — This patient is now 3 years old and 
has a bad squint of the right eye. Squinting is often caused \jff 
the hair hanging over the eyes, also, from the eye being often volun- 
tarily turned inward to look at the nose, a thing the child is apt to 
do when a patch or other mark is put on the nose, also from at- 
tempts to imitate, in the way of mockery, those who squint — ^These 
are exciting causes ; it is well to know that we may avoid them. 
The proximate cause is the loss of equilibrium between the internal 
and external recti muscles. These muscles are, as you know, sup- 
plied by different nerves, the external by the sixth pair, the abdu- 
centes ; the internal by a branch of the third, the motores occulo- 
rum. It is to this fact that we are to attribute those cases where 
squinting results from cerebral irritation. The converging variety 
is more common, twenty to one, than the diverging. I perform the 
operation in the following manner. The eye being held open by 
an assistant, an incision is made in the conjunctiva with a pair of 
scissors, a hook is then passed under the muscles and it is divided 
by the scissors. The eye is instantly restored to its nominal par- 
allelism. To test the success of this operation, you should always 
ask the patient to look at his nose, if he can do so, if he can turn the 
eye inward, the muscle is not completely divided ; a very few fibres, 
and they sometimes lie very closely upon the sclerotic coat, may if 
not divided defeat the operation, see that you cut down to the 
sclerotic coat, and if the patient can turn the eye inward, repeat 
the operation at once and be sure to divide all the fibres of the 
muscle. Even when the division is perfect, the eye may not in- 
stantly resume its proper parallelism ; the external rectus has been 
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kept so long upon the strech, has lost part of its power and will 
require some tinie to regain it; wait then two or three days, when 
if the muscle does not act, resort to some stimulant, the cold douche 
to the side of the head, moxas to the temple, or electricity. 

Aneurism of the External Iliac, with disease of the Heart — ^This 
patient is 13 years old, the tumor was discovered about a year 
ago, cause unknown, it is situated just within Poupai t's ligament, 
is about the size of a hen's egg, and pulsates distinctly. It is still 
in the first stage of aneurismal disease, the blood is yet fluid and by 
pressure the sac can be emptied. On applying the ear you hear 
the peculiar aneurismal sound, {bruit de scie). The diagnosis b 
therefore perfectly clear. The prognosis is bad, the patient is of a 
scrofulous constitution and his general health much broken, he is in 
fact in a state of disease resembling chlorosis — but this is not all, 
the heart is organically diseased, examined by auscultatory percus- 
sion we find the longitudinal diameter of the heart 3 1-2 in., the 
transverse 3 1-4 in., and the oblique 4 1-2 in. Taking the boy's age 
and size, all these diameters are about 1-2 in. too large. Besides 
this, a bruit de scie can be heard about the centre of the heart, in- 
dicating obstruction of the auriculo-ventricular valve. The same 
sound with some clacjuement is heard about the base of the heart. 
Disease of the semilunar valves is therefore probable. Under 
these circumstances an operation is out of the question, all that we 
can do is to invigorate the general system. He is now on tjie use 
of iodide of iron with nutricious diet. 

Morbus Coxarius. — This patient, a young girl of 13 years, has 
disease of the left hip joint. About 14 months ago she fell upon the 
hip and felt some pain in it — she soon got over it and was supposed 
to be well till the following symptoms appeared. ^Slight pain in 
the hip, particularly at night, sense of fatigue there, after slight ex- 
ercise. A degree of stiffness is sometimes felt in the morning, but 
soon passes off. When standing she was observed to rest the dis- 
eased limb, bearing all her weight on the sound leg, she is apt to 
trip with the right foot. The disease being suspected/ she was 
found to flinch on percussion to the heel, the knee or the trochanter. 
With regard to this case I remark — that the disease is most»com- 
mon in boys and in the right leg, in bo^h these respects this case 
constitutes an exception, the patient is a girl and the left limb is 
affected. A symptom which is often very early to be remarked, is 
inability to flex the limb upon the pelvis, to try this 1 seat the patient 
upon a chair, and direct her to raise the right (the sound) knee, to- 
wards the chin, she does it freely, now let her try the left, you see 
she cannot raise it by three inches as high as she did the other. — 
The other symptoms, are the limb being in the early stage slightly 
lengthened, and the foot inclined to turn outward, the natis is flat- 
tened and the circumference of the thigh lessened. As the disease 
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advances, pain is felt on the outside of the knee, leg and foot, this is 
owing to the posterior crural nenre becoming involved in the dis- 
ease — now this cannot happen early, not till the disease has passed 
from the cavity of the joint and begins to afiect the capsule and 
surrounding parts. Now and then the pain and soreness will be 
felt on the inside of the thigh, this will onl^ happen when the dis- 
ease affects the anterior portion of the joint. The proper treat- 
ment for this case is — first of all, rest — perfect rest of the joint — to 
secure this the patient must wear a carved splint. An issue will be 
useful, and internally I shall prescribe the Iodide of Iron. The 
diet to be milk and vegetables. 

Syphilic Iritis. — ^This patient, a man of about 25, had the prima- 
ry forms of the disease three months, the disease of the eye is of 
two weeks standing. The eye is red, pupil contracted and irregu- 
lar, intolerance of light, circumorbital pains, especially at nisht ; 
this is one of the symptoms which you notice in all the secondary 
forms of syphilis, when you have disease of the bones, the joints, or 
the eye, the pain will always be most severe at night, more in the 
early part of the night, for towards morning it goes off. This is im- 
portant as a diagnostic. In this case there is some fever, quick 
pulse, dLc. &c. The treatment should be mercury pushed to sal- 
ivation. Belladonna applied to the eye to produce dilatation and 
thus prevent adhesions of the iris to the anterior capsule of the lens, 
and also obviate fixed contractions of the pupil, which may « th^r- 
wise take place. Local depletion is also proper. 

Incisted tumor over the Patella. — ^This patient, a carpenter, of 64 
years. Some months ago he began to perceive a tumor in fi*ont of 
the patella, it was soft and without pain. It has gradually increased 
and now covers the anterior surface of the patella. It is limited ac- 
curately to the circumference of the patella, and has no connexion 
whatever with the joint. It rises about an inch from the bone, 
being of that thickness, it is soft, not tender, and fluctuation though 
obscure can be made out. These tumors over the patella are ex- 
ceedingly rare, I have seen but three of them. There is another 
tumor which is often met with in washer-women, and other persons 
who are much upon their knees, which may be confounded with 
this) but it is a different thing. It is situated over the ligament of 
the patella and is owing to an accumulation of fluid in the bursa, 
which is there situated* But over the patella we have no bursa and 
consequently this swelling must have some other origin. I believe 
it is of the character of cystic sarcoma. We know tnat every now 
and then we meet with cystic sarcoma in other situations, as 
the neck, the axilla, &c. Their patholo^jr is not well settled. My 
own opinion is, that they have their origin in the occlusion of a 
minute cellule of the cellulaf tissue ; we know that this tissue is com- 
posed of such cellule, and thai they do in oedema secrete serum. 
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Now if one of these become accidentally occluded and distended 
with serum, the irritation will augment the secretion and thus a cyst 
be formed, which gradually increasing, gains thickness to its walls 
by the condensation of the surrounding structure. 

Treatment, — ^I shall first evacuate the contents of the cyst, by a 
valvular opening and by applying steady pressure, all future accu- 
mulation will probably he prevented. 

A patient next presented himself with two encysted tumors on 
the scalp, trof. P. cut down upon the tumor, (not into them) and 
they were then turned out, their connexion with the surrounding 
cellular substance being but slight. 



Case of Extra Uterine Pregnancy. By Edward Whinery, M. D., 

New Garden, Ohio. 

In May, 1840, 1 saw Mrs« C. F., in consultation. I was told by 
the lady that she had suspected herself pregnant, but that she was 
beginning to be doubtful with regard to it. Upon examination I 
found the abdomen distended with water to a size equal to that at 
the seventh month of gestation* And a spherical lump was discov- 
ered in the left side of the abdomen, that sensibly rolled as she 
changed her position in the bed. 

She was 38 years of age, of a middle size, spare and well form- 
ed, had been married twelve years and had had no children. She 
menstruated at sixteen but at some period afterwards took cold, 
after which she had considerable difficulty at each period of men- 
struation ; health bad until the fall of 1838, when her health be- 
came quite good, menstruation regular and without pain. 

In January following, menstruatibn was delayed a few days, and 
she was attacked with pain in the back and pubic region, worse 
than that she had experienced in painful menstruation. This how- 
ever was relieved by fomentations, and a menstruous flow excited 
which only lasted an hour. No more difficulty, except morning 
sickness, and shooting pains of the breasts, then occurred for three 
weeks,when pain of the same character came on, which was again 
relieved by similar remedies though no menstruous flow was exci- 
ted. The morning sickness continued, the breasts and abdomen 
were observed to enlarge, with occasional recurrence of the pain 
of the back and pubic region, together with derangement of the 
general health up to the time I saw her. 

Examination per vagi nam, discovered that the uterus was en- 
larged to the size of a large orange, but it was evident it did not 
contain ai foetus at the fifth month of gestation. 

My diagnosis was extra uterine pregnancy, and that the irritation 
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produced by the foetus was the cause of the dropsical effusion, or, 
it was possible that the lump was an enlarged ovarium ; but that 
the symptoms of pregnancy were evidence m favor of the former 
opinion. Her physician would not venture a diagnosis but deemed 
her case a hopeless one, and thought it our duty to inform her of 
that opinion. To this I objected, and proposed to turn our atten- 
tion to the general health, by exhibiting cathartics, diuretics, calo- 
mel, squills and digitalis. This he said her constitution would not 
bear. I insisted on the course, and a third physician, (Dr. J. Alex- 
ander) was called, who sustained me in my course and I became 
her attending Physician. I pursued my course and in about eight 
days the ascitess was quite relieved. The lump could now be felt 
very distinctly and a good idea formed of its size. It appeared 
round and even, as felt through the walls of the abdomen and about 
8 1-2 inches in diameter. 

At this time, pain came on resembling that of labor in its incipient 
stage, which continued about eight days. The uterus in the mean 
lime cast off something that seemed to be coagulated lymph, and 
larger than an egg, which was followed by slight hemorrhage and 
mitigation of the pain. In four days the breasts were filled with 
milk, and she was convalescing as well as is usual after a difficult 
labor ; and in four weeks she was so well that she rode out a short 
distance to visit her sister. This exercise brought on so much in- 
flammation that it well nigh cost her her life. By the most judi- 
cious treatment, however, that I could use, she was in the course 
of another month, again convalescing ; in four months more the 
menses were established, and her health good, with the exception of 
slight irritation in the region occupied by the lump in the abdomen. 
This continued till March, 1841, when I was again consulted by the 
patient. She told me there had been (or a week or two past, con- 
siderable pain and irritation of the lower bowels, and that there 
was then passing off per anum, a very fetid putrescent matter. 
The genera) health was not deranged in the least. There was dis- 
charge of natural foeces every day. I gave a dose of calomel which 
augmented the discharge per anum, and in the course of a few 
days two pieces of a cranium came away, one parital bone and one 
half of OS frontis. They were well ossified to be of a fcelus at the 
fifth month of gestation. Bones continued to come one, two or 
three at a time, with intervals of from one to six days, for about 
five months. The lady collected with much care all the bones, 
which I have in my possession. Not more than one half of the en- 
tire skeleton came away. All the bones of the head, all the verte- 
bra, half of the ribs, both scapulae, one clavicle, all the bones of the 
pelvis, one femur and some bones of a foot, are all that lave been 
observed. The lady is still in the enjoyment of good health, and no 
bones have passed for three months. 
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Lbrot Place, Dec. 27, 1841. 
To the Editor of the Medical Gazette : 

Dear Sir; — I have recently employed the tincture of iodine as a 
palliative in two cases of gout ; the tincture was applied freely to 
the inflamed part, with a camel's hair pencil, three times a day, and 
the part was then enveloped in oiled silk. The application was 
followed by a prompt and remarkable relief of the pain. Will 
some of your readers make trial of the remedy, and communicate 
the result through the Gazette ? Of course, I need not say that 
this external application is not designed to interfere with the radi- 
cal treatment for the cure of the disease. 

Respectfully, yours, 

ALFRED C. POST. 



NEW YORK MEDICAL GAZETTE. 



NEW YORK, JANUARY 5, 1842. 



We commence to day the publication of Notes of the Clinical Lectures 
delivered at the College of Physicians and Surgeons, by Prof. Parker. 
These lectures had their origin in the desire of Prof. P., to combine prac- 
tical instruction with his systematic course. For that purpose it has 
been, in previous years, his custom to introduce to his class, such interest- 
ing and instructive cases as presented themselves, either in his own prac- 
tice or in that of his friends, which could be made available for this pur- 
pose. This was done frequently last winter ; so frequently indeed as 
sometimes to interfere with the regular course, as the cases were brought 
forward just when they happened to occur. To avoid this difficulty, Dr. 
P. has this season devoted one day in each week to Clinical Instruction, 
when he brings before the class, cases from his own practice and from 
that of such of his friends as choose to send them there. It is due to 
Professor Parker, to state, that patients are not received at this Clinique 
except by request of the Physician who has previously attended them. 
No gentleman need apprehend that on going to this Clinique, as very 
many of the Profession do, he shall find his own patients received and 
operated on, gratis, and thus his business interfered with ; on the contra- 
ry the Professor is always happy to have any gentleman who may choose 
to do it, appear before the class, shew his case and operate if he is dis- 
posed to do so. In no way then can this Clinique prejudice the interests 
or interfere with the business of other Surgeons, while it is of very great 
value to the students, and adds very much to the amount of surgical instruc- 
tion given in the College. With this explanation we commend the lec- 
tures to the favor of our readers. 

The notes which we publish do not gire the Lecture in eztenso, but 
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only the more interesting portions of it— many cases are seen and pre- 
scribed for, which although useful and even important to the class, are 
scarce fit for publication — we therefore select the cases that happen to 
strike us, and give a condensed abstract of the Professors remarks upon 
them — we shall probably continue these reports. 



Introductory Lectures. — Two of these ephemera, we use the word in 
no invidious sense, have been placed on the same day upon our table.— 
The one by Professor Dunglisson, of Jefferson College, the other by our 
friend Frank H. Hamilton, M. D., of Geneva. They are both in good 
taste, not more of boasting about them than the occasion may fairly justi- 
fy or at least excuse. We are happy to hear that both Institutions are in 
a flourishing state, especially do we rejoice in the prosperity of our good 
sister in Western New York ; from small beginnings, she has advanced 
to " the perfect stature " of a well organized Medical School, and in every 
thing but anatomy, we doubt not her facilities are equal to most of these 
institutions in larger towns, and superior to many who use '* great swell- 
ing words of vanity." 

Professor Dunglisson informs his class that the vacancies made in the 
Jefferson School, have been so filled as to make the Institution stronger 
than ever. This we think likely. We wish the venerable Professor and 
his new associates all possible success. 



Animal Magnetism, — The last No. of the Philadelphia Examiner con- 
tains the conclusion of Dr. Coates' Lecture before the Philadelphia Medi- 
icai Society, on this subject. The lecture is not published in extenso, 
but pretty full notes are given. It is clever, smart sometimes, a little over 
confident and now and then a trifle dogmatic. It closes with the knight- 
ly phrase ** there lies my glove !" We are not disposed to take up the 
glove thus confidently cast into the lists, «'ur days of knight-errantry have 
long gone by. As, however, our cotemporary seems really anxious to 
meet a *' foeman worthy of his steel,'* we present to him Mr. James Braid, 
Surgeon, of Manchester, who, as he will find, by the subjoined extract 
from an English paper, has explained the whole matter, to his own satis- 
faction no doubt. Mr. Braid unties the gordion knot of Mesmerism, " fa- 
miliar as his garter." We shall believe his explanation till we hear from 
Philadelphia, that Medical Metropolis as Prof. Dunglisson calls it. 

Tk$ Mystery of Mesmerism and Somnambulism Explained, 

Animal magnetism has, for some years, amused and bewildered the 
lovers of the marvellous. Ridiculed as a mere delusion, it has nev- 
ertheless perplexed the scientific ; its eflects are too palpable to be 
denied, but any rational solution of the cause or causes in which they have 
originated has hitherto eluded detection. The honor of unveiling this 
mystery was reserved for Mr. James Braid, an eminent surgeon in Man- 
chester, who, having witnessed the recent experiments of Monsieur La- 
fontaine, in the Athenieum of that town, determined, if possible, to bring 
the system to the test of physiological and anatomical principles. This 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Aiiimal Magneiism. 409 

gentlemnn, having satisBed his own mind that he could produce the phe- 
nomena without personal contact, and even induce sleep when in a difler- 
ent room from the person to he thrown into a state of sonmolency, announ- 
ced a public lecture on the subject, which he delivered at the Manchester 
Athenseum, on Saturday last, before seven hundred persons. 

Mr. Braid first placed on a table a common black wine bottle, in the 
mouth of which was a cork having a platted top. The individual on 
whom the experiment was' to be performed was seated on a chair, and 
directed to gaze intently at the cork without winking or averting the eyes. 
The cork was about two feet from the person operated upon, whose head 
was inclined backwards, forming with the object an angle of forty-five 
degrees. In this position he remained for about five minutes, when pro- 
found sleep was produced. 

The second experiment was completed in the same time. In the third 
case a bandage was placed round the head, for the purpose of retaining it 
in an immovable position, acommon bottle cork, a little above the root of the 
nose, as the object to be gazed at, and in about four minutes a complete 
state of somnolency ensued. In this case was proved the inability of the 
patient to open the eyelids, although consciousness was in no respect sus- 
pended, as he was able to reply distinctly to any question. The fourth 
experiment failed, either through the noise that prevailed, or owing to the 
person not fixing his gaze continuously on the object. 

The fifth was successful, and although the party made a desperate effort 
to open his eyes, so much as to agitate his whole frame, they remained as 
though hermetically sealed ; when Mr. Braid took from his pocket a 
wooden ruler, and drew the end of it gently over the upper eyelids of 
both eyes, when the spell was broken, and the sense of sight restored 
with perfect ease. These experiments fully demonstrated that the phe- 
nomena, was perfectly independent of animal magnetism, as in no one in- 
stance was there the least approach to personal contact or any manipu- 
lation. 

Having thus convinced the audience that sleep could be produced with- 
out pressure of the thumbs or waving of the hands, as employed by Mon- 
sieur Lafontaine, Mr. Braid proceeded to explain the rationale of his 
discovery. 

The artificial mode of producing sleep is to fatigue the rectus and leva- 
tor muscle of the eye, which is cfifected by a continuously strained and 
intent gaze at an object viewed under an acute angle. Under such, cir- 
cumstances, the irritability of those muscles becomes exhausted, as well 
as the irritability of the optic nerve; giddiness ensues, a mist rises up be- 
fore the eyes, and sleep ensues. Congestion is induced in the eyes, and 
carried from them to the optic and muscular nerves of the eye, and owing 
to their proximity to the origin of the nerves of respiration and circulation, 
affect them through sympathy, and enfeeble the action of the heart and 
lungs. The heart, thus acting feebly, is unable to propel the blood with 
sufficient force to the extremities, and hence their coldness. The blood 
consequently is accumulated in the region of the heart, and it is thus stim- 
ulated ; and in order to remove the inordinate load, it is compelled to in- 
crease the frequency of its contractions, in order to compensate for the 
feebleness of its efforts. The brain, head and face now become conges- 
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ted in consequence, and varied phenomena, resulting from irregularity in 
the circulation of that important organ, the brain, follow. The inability 
to raise the upper eyelid Mr. Braid accounts for on the principle of tem- 
porary paralysis of the levator muscles, owing to excessive and long con- 
tinued exertion at t|ie commencemeutof the operation. 



ANALYTICAL DEPARTMENT. 

Physiology of Conception.-^We find the followiusr interesting case in 
the November number of the Archives Generalcs de Medicine^ where it is 
credited to Riecke's Prussian Medical Gazette. 

A girl aged twenty eight, servant in the family of a peasant had for 
some time been suspected of a criminal intimacy with her master— her 
mistress at length surprised them in flagrante delicto and turned the girl 
away— two days after this the dead body of the unfortunate girl was found 
in a neighboring pond, an autopsie was ordered by the magistrate, and the 
organs of generation were found in the following condition. 

The labia majora were a littlo tumified, the hymen very much stretched 
and recently torn, much mucus in the vagina. The bladder, rectum and other 
. pelvic organs, were very much injected, the uterus was of a deep red color 
and more than one third larger than in the normal state. The cavity of 
the organ which was also increased in size was filled with a sanguinolent 
mucus, of which that portion immediately in contact with the walls of 
the uterus was most consistent. The lining membrane was r«d and soft. 
The right fallopian tube was red, and its size about three times greater 
than in the normal condition, it was swollen in the middle. A pretty 
large sound (tin sonde assez epaisse) penetrated the canal with ease and 
encountered no obstacle till it reached the uterine extremity of the tube, 
were the swelling existed, the cavity of the tube was filled with a white 
fluid. The right ovary was double the size of the other, it was embraced 
by the fimbriae of the fallopian lube and appeared very much injected. 

We observed upon its surface two chinks of the size of a lentil, and 
very red at the bottom. From each of these issued a delicate membrane 
half an inch long, and bearing at its extremity a small ovule (petite OBuf) 
about the size of a grain of mustard seed. Each of these ovules present- 
led, even to the naked eye, upon their surfaces, a net work of ves.sels very 
distinct indeed ; they contained a transparent fluid. The ovary having 
been laid open we found Within it a red cuagulutn granular towards the 
centre, this coagulum communicated with the chinks before mentioned. 

From these facts the presumption was, that conception took place two 
days before, but it was impossible to arrive at any thing like certainty. 

Remarks. —This case is one of the mofet valuable yet recorded in the 
illustration of the physiology of conception. It is exceedingly to be re- 
gretted that no microscopic examination of the ovule was made ; some 
of the vexed questions of obstetrics might possibly have been settled, had 
these minute ovules been subjected to accurate examination — particularly 
as to whether the ovule has two coats, as obstetric writers generally have 
tanght, or three as^Yon Baer asserts, or only one as some of the late phy- 
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aiologists pretend, the Chorion, according to their view, being a capsule 
added to the ovum during its transit through the Fallopian tube. The ex- 
cessive vascularly observed in this case in all the pelvic organs and espe- 
cially in the uterus is very interesting, how well it illustrates the remark 
of Breschet, that the formative process, like the reparative, partakes large- 
ly of the character of inflammation. The state of the sanguinolent mucus 
by which the uterus was occupied, fluid in the centre and becoming of 
more solid consistence upon the uterine wall, shows us very distinctly how 
the decidua is formed, and why it happens that this shu sac when fully 
developed should contain a fluid in its cavity. The sanguinolent mucus 
is separated into two parts, a soft solid immediately applied upon the 
uterine wall and there forming the decidua (perione of Breschet,) and a 
fluid the hydro-perione of Breschet, occupying the cavity of the mem- 
brane. 



Tenia, — Professor Wawruch, of Vienna, in the Medcinishe Jahrbu- 
cher, gives the result of 206 cases of tenia treated at his Clinique, during 
the last twenty years ; 71 were men, 135 women ; the oldest was a lace 
weaver, of 54 years, the youngest a child of three and a half, 22 were 
under 15, and of these, six were girls, in whom the menses had not ap- 
peared, the greater number were between 15 and 40. The patients came 
generally from the middle and lower classes, particularly the latter, a 
large proportion of whom had resided for a longer or shorter period in the 
low, damp dwellings near the Danube. They were of diflerent occupa- 
tions and subject to regimen the most various, and, what is remarkable, 
the causes which produce scurvy at Vienna seem to predispose to tenia. 
The food which seems to engender tenia is bad bread, cakes, butter, 
milk, cheese, potatoes, pork, mutton, and finally bad water. The disea- 
ses which preceded tenia were gastric and cutaneous, particularly gastric 
and intermittent fevers. Forty three cases of intermittent were noted, 
twenty of gastric fever, 16 typhus, 10 dartres and zona, 42 itch, 8 scarla- 
tina, 13 measles, 2 chronic urticaria. Scurvy, syphilis, chlorosis and 
other diseased which have a bad influence upon digestion, were also noted 
as preceding tenia. There were very few of the patients aflected with 
tenia, who had not in their youth had lumbrici. As to hereditary pre- 
disposition M. Wawruch doubts, he has observed it in a father and son 
once, and once in a mother and daughter. He thinks that disturbance of 
the menstrual function very generally occurs in patients with tenia. Of 
his patients, 13 were first regular at 16, 12 at 17, 9 at 18, 7 at 19, 1 at 
twenty. The duration of the disease was generally for several months, 
as 10, 12, 15,20, 25 ; in one case it continued 35 years. Of the 206 pa- 
tients but three had the botriocepXaluSf all the others had tenia solium, — 
The symptoms that denote the presence of tenia are very various, the au- 
thor gives the following as the most common. 

1st. Dull pain in the frontal region, vertigo and ringing in the ears, 
in some he noticed •* a certain idiosyncrasy for music J** 

* Is not this rich 1 Music and tenia! — the opera and the tape- worm ! Shades of 
Mozart, of Handel and of Weber! what can ^our countryman mean by such an 
association 1 Think of " II Fanatico per Masica," with a tenia in his intestines^ 
imagine him cored by a turpentine enema ! Again we say, is not this rich 1 and 
above all things, is it not (German 1 
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2d. Eyes dull and surrounded by a livid circle oedema of the upper lids, 
dilated pupils, twitchings of the eyes, disordered vision in different forms 
88 amblyopia, diplopia, <* musciB volantes,^' One patient complained of 
periodic blindness. 

3d. Frequent changes of color in the face, livid lips, a peculiar express 
sion about the mouth and nose, the appearance of cachexia is not general, 
sometimes the patient preserves the aspect of full health, many however 
say they have lost flesh. 

4th. Anorexia, alternating with ravenous hunger, longings for certain 
articles of diet, as carrots, milk, wine, coffee, bread. 

5th. Fetid breath, clayey taste in the mouth, foul tongue, salivation, 
vomiting, Sic, 

6th. Prurutus in the nose, the anus and the vagina, grinding the teeth 
in sleep, palpitations, flashings of heat ; the feeling of a cold hand pressing 
on the heart, (a symptom regarded by Reinlier as pathognomie) was never 
observed. 

7th. Tumid abdomen, uneasy feelings about the umbilicus, the undu- 
lating motion of a foreign body in the abdomen, felt particularly in the 
morning, relief of these symptoms after having taken fresh bread, coflee, 
with milk, Sic Diarrhoea often alternating with constipation. 

8th. When the disease is of long standing and the patient irritable, a 
crowd of nervous symptoms appear, as melancholy, lipothymia, disordered 
senses, epilepsy, aphonia, chorea, &c. 

9th. The only sure pathognomic symptom is the passing of bits of 
the worm, this may occur spontaneously or as a sequel of typhus fever, 
scarlatina, inflammation of the lungs, or after the use of certain articles of 
diet, as garlic, horse-radish, cucumbers, &c., or after anthelmintic med- 
icines ; the portions of tenia appear at regular, sometimes irregular inter- 
vals, most frequently in the decrease of the moon or at the new moon, 
sometimes the pieces of worm come away with the stool, sometimes alone, 
they are ordinarily living and continue alive the longer as they are 
larger. 

Treatment. — With some slight modifications the whole 206 were sub- 
jected to the same treatment. This treatment, however, was never begun 
while the patient was remarkably cachectic, or had a chronic inflamma- 
tion of the intestines, or a diarrhoea, or hemorrhoids — neither should it 
be tried during pregnancy or within six days after menstruation. No pa- 
tient should be put under treatment unless he have passed a portion of 
worm, and it is desirable that the worm should have arrived at a certain 
degree of maturity, as it is the more easily expelled the older it is. In 
six cases in which a lumbricus was discharged with a fragment of tenia, 
all future trials to expel the latter were without eflect. It is necessary 
that the patient should not have taken for some time before the treatment 
is begun any drastic purge, particularly the oil of Bremser, else symptoms 
of violent irritation may supervene, as, vomiting, dysurea, hemorrhage, <Scc., 
and yet the worm being accustomed to drastic medicines will not be pas- 
sed. M. Wawruch, relying upon his own experience unites with Keih- 
lein, Rosenstein, Greene, Pallas, Mathieu, &c., in advising us to under- 
take the expulsion of the worm in the decrease of the moon, or at the new 
moon ; he believes also, that the treatment will succeed better in warm 
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dry weather, than in wet or cold, or when gastric or intermittent feTera 
are prevailing. 

Before beginning the treatment it is indispensable to prepare the pa- 
tients well for it. For this purpose M. W. prescribes a demulcent decoc- 
tion, and for 3, 4, or every five days, aUows the patient no food but thin 
broih (soupe claire) taken thrice a day. In eight cases, this diet alone ex- 
pelled the worm. The day before the treatment, the patient should take 
a meat soup (soupe grasse) without salt, afterwards an enema, which is to 
be repealed the next day, taking care not to give it immediately after the 
soup or the anthelmintic. The anthelmintic treatment, proper, consists in 
giving two ounces of castor oil in doses of one or two table-spoonful^, ta- 
ken either alone or in some broth, alternating it with one,, two, or three 
do.ses of the >powder of male fern (JiHxmas), the dose varying from one, to 
two drachms. To attract the worm towards the large intestines, he gives 
alternately, with the powder and oil, cnemata of oil and milk. A purga- 
tive is to be given after the fern, but not too soon— the purge used by M. 
W.^was calomel, gamboge and sugar, equal parts, (from 2 to 8 grs.) 
Frequently a single dose will expel the worm, but it is best to give from 
three to six. In some cases where this treatment, (purgation) did not 
operate, a few ounces of the laxative solution or sulphate of potash suc- 
ceeded. 

The discharge of the tenia occurred at different periods of the treat- 
ment In 8 cases it was destroyed by the diet alone. In 13 cases it ap- 
peared after the anthelmintics. In 1 1 , after the first dose of the cathartic, 
14 after the second, 15 after the third, and ordinarily between the first 
and the -twelfth hour, after the last dose of the purgative ; in some cases 
on the second, third, or even fourth day, and one on the twelfth day.-*- 
This difference depends, according to Prof. W., partly upon the diet not 
having been observed, partly on the increase of the moon, but mainly upon- 
some complication with lumbrici. When the tenia comes away in a ball, 
as it generally does, at a single stool and without the knowledge of the 
patient, no drastics caused the evacuation of a single joint afterwards. — 
In two cases the worm slipped slowly from the anus. Nine patients pas- 
sed two tenia ; two others, three ; and one four. The consecutive treat- 
ment consisted in giving emolients to allay the irritation. Of the 206 pa- 
tients, 20 returned twice, 4 three times, and 1 four times to the cliniqne,. 
on account of the re- production of the worm, which took place, in 2, 4, 
and 9 months, and once, in two years. 

The treatment was very successful. Of 20$ patients, 151 were cured, 
but in 17 no treatment was attempted, in 19 cases it was necessary to in- 
terrupt it suddenly, in 13 it was undertaken during the full of the moon,, 
and in 6, lumbrici existed. 

The removal of the tenia generally caused the symptomatic affections^ 
as amenorrhcea, epilepsy, chorea, hemaplegia, itch, chlorosis, intermittent 
fever, urticaria or zona, to disappear. The three patients in whom botri- 
cephalis were found were all strangers in Vienna. 

Remarks. — We have been at the trouble of translating this long abstract 
of Prof. W^s. article, because though the tenia is not common with us, 
it now and then occurs, and is found very untractable —besides, through 
the remedy relied on by Prof. W.—filix mas, has often been higUy 
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praised by the Germans, particularly by Peschier, Ebers, and Brera, yet 
it has never gained the confideuce of the English or American Physicians. 
May not this difference depend on the manner in which the reniHdy has 
been used ? with this idea we resolved to present our readers with a fuU 
report of Prof. W's. method, both of preparing the patient for the remedy 
and of administering it.— Ed. Gaz, 



Action of Hydrocyanic Acid on the Eye. — Dr. Turnbull of London, states 
that he has used this acid* in many diseases of the eye. He was led to 
its use by observing that the eyes of persons, destroyed by hydrocyanic 
acid, did not become dim, (is this an established fact?— £(i. Gaz.) but re- 
mained clear, the pupil being largely dilated. He first used the dilute 
acid— dipping a sponge in it and rubbing for a few mimutes on the fore- 
head—this produced redness of the skin and slightly dilated the pupil, no 
heat was felt. The acid thus used was beneficial in incipient cataract, 
opacity of the cornea, inflammation, &c. ; of late he has used the strong 
acid, with more eflTect, and, as he thinks without danger. He puts a 
drachm of the acid in an ounce vial and hold it for half a minute close to 
the eye, when the patient feels warmth, or the person applying it sees 
the pupil dilated and the eye injected, it should be removed. The pa- 
tient should be careful not to smell n.^ London Med. Gaz, 

Remarks.— If this acid is used, we entreat our readers to bear in mind 
its extreme danger, and use it with infinite caution. 



Small doses of Mercury to effect Salivation. — M. Tossevill publishes a 
paper in the London Lancet, on this subject, in which he claims to have 
produced salivation, by giving 1-12 gr. of calomel every hour, in one case 
in 26 hours, in another in 60, <&;c. This practice is not used, at least not 
in this country, but like many other things has been allowed to remain in 
the back ground, till many have forgotten it, and many more have grown 
up into the profession, ignorant of it. Too much calomel is very often 
given when salivation is desired. — The remedy does not we are confident 
put forth its best powers, when crammed down the patients throat in the 
huge doses, on which many of our brethren delight. Smaller doses will 
do more and do better. Is this true of calomel only ? We say confi- 
dently, no! no! Many, very many of our best remedies loose half their 
value from the prodigality with which they are used. This is especially 
the case with anodynes and narcotics, but to a certain extent it holds true 
with most, if not all our remedies. 



Nitrate of Potass in Articular Rheumatism. This though an old prac- 
tice had got out of fashion till revived lately in Paris. M. Arran has pub- 
'lished in the Medical Gazette an account of the trials which he has made 
with this remedy. His mode of employing it was as follows. 

The medicine was given largely diluted (from 10 to 20 grs. in a pint of 
any bland fluid.) The average quantity of nitre given per diem, was thirty 
three grains, in three pints of fluid, the average quantity taken during the 
continuance of the disease was 374 grs. The number of patients was 12, 
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in two a relapse occurred. Three had an affection of the heart ; all these 
cases were cured in an average of eight days, from the beginning of the 
treatment, and of 14 from the commencement of the disease. The use of 
nitre in this manner was generally followed by frequent and abundant 
perspirations, sometimes copious alvine evacuations, less frequently, plen- 
tiful discharges of urine. Under its influence the pulse quickly dimin- 
ished in frequency and hardness, the change being observed within one 
day after the remedy was administered. M. Arran states that nitre may 
thus be given at any period of the disease, but that it generally succeeds 
better the earlier it is given, preventing the further developement of the 
disease and materially abridging its duration. Sometimes it will give rise 
to symptoms of gastric irritation, it should then be discontinued, and evac- 
uants given till these symptoms disappear. It may then be again re- 
sumed. The only case in which it is contra-indicated, is where rheuma- 
tism is complicated with a really inflammatory state of the alimentary 
canal. 



MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK. 

A stated meeting of this Society will be held at the Sessions Court Room, on Monday, 10th inst., 
at 4 o'clock, P. M. „^ 

Jyl* H. D. BULKLE Y, M. D., Recording Secretary. 

THE MEDICAL EXAMINER, 

A WIBKLT HIDICAL JOVBNAL, PVBI.I8UBD IN PHILADBLPBIA, BDITBD BT 

REYNELL COATESj M. 0., W. W. GERHAROj M. D^ AND J. B. BIOOLE, M. 0. 

A new series of this Journal will be commenced on Saturday, 1st January, 18A. It will be coo* 
ducted mainlv on tlie plan that has been pursued during the last four years, under the editorsMp of 
two of the editors who have been connected with it during that penod, in conjunction with Rbtnbll 
CoATBM, M. D., who will be associated with the journal from the commencement of the new series. 
The aim of the editors will be to make it a compendium of whatever is most valuable in tlie progress 
of medicine, surgery, and the collateral sciences. It will contain original communications ; reviewt 
and notices of new piiblicationH ; regular chtiicai reports from the hospitals of Philadelphia ; a thorough 
analysis of the American medical Journals ; and a weekly periscope of selections from the European 
journals, condensed and annotated. The European periodicals are leceived within a short period of 
pubhcation, regularly transmitted through the steamships. The Examiner will maintain a temperate 
but independent discussion of subjects involving medical politics and ethics. Independent of cliques 
and institutions— neither the creation nor organ of any school— its position is a guarantee that thess 
topics will be treated with a single view, to the best interests of the profession at large. Uwned, 
too, as well as edited by physicians, no interests or feelings, without the pale of the profession, can 
be brought to bear upon its course. 

The Examiner is published every Saturday in Philadelphia, each number containing sixteen large 
octavo pages. Terms, Three Dollars a year, for one copy, or Ave DcUari a year for two copies to 
the same Post Office, payable in all instances in advance. Address;^ post-paid, the Editors of the 
Medical Examiner, Philadelphia. Publication office, N. £ . comer of Spruce and Tenth Streets 
Philadelphia. J5tf. 

DR. CHAPIN»S UTERO-ABDOMINAL SUPPORTERS. 
TnuseSf Suspemory Bandageif ^c. 

The subscriber having appointed Dr. Uriah Turner. General Agent for the above, a constant snp 
ply will be kept at the Office of the Medical Gazette, No. ISl Fulton Street— Liberal discount 
to wholesale purchasers. 

Many eminent physicians in the city give these Instruments the preference, and those practitioners 
nnacquainted with them, can scarce be aware of the relief they afford in one of the most distress- 
ing class of diseases with which the female sex are afflicted. J. R. Chapin. 

New York, Oct. 22, 1841. 

Dr. Turner Is also Agent for Dr. Haynes* 

UTEROABDOMINAL SUPPORTERS. 

An entirely new article^ highly spoken of in the Boston and Philadelphia Medical Journals, and ex- 
tSQslvdiy usod in the former city* Physicians aro respectfuUr invited to.caU and •xamiat then. 
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INSTITUTION FOR THE TREATMENT OF CALCULOUS AFFECTIONS, 

• AND OTRBR D1SBA8B8 OP THE URINARY ORGANS. 

The undersigned, formerly Profertor of Surgery in the College of Physicians and Surgeons of the 
University of tbe State of New York, and in the Medical College of Ohio, begs leave to inform the 
Medical Profession that he has established an Institution for the accommodation of patients laboring 
under Calculous Affections, Fistuls, Diseases of the Bladder, Kidneys, Ac. 

As the Members of the Profession are (generally aware that the undersigned has practised Llthotrity 
for many years, and devoted much of his time to diseabes of t .e urinar>' organs, he hopes that this 
Instituuon will meet with the approbation of his friends in the profession and the public. 

Any person desiring further Information, may apply, personally or by letter, to him, at No. Q Pmk 
PI«ce, New York. 

October, 13a, 1841. ALBAN GOLDSMITH, M. D. 

NEW YORK ORTHOP(EDIC INSTITUTION, 

FOR THE TREATMENT OF CURVATURE OF THE SPINE, Ac. 

Tbe undersigned have established themselves in this city for the treatment of Curvature of the 
Spine. Having had the advantage of witnessing the course pursued by the most eminent surgeons 
In this department, in Prance andf Germany ; and having also brought into use not only the apparatus 
employed by Gudrin and others, but also some peculiar modifications, which the subscribers deem 
improvements in this branch of surgery ; they respectfully inviie the attention of the profession, 
and the public generally, to the mode of treatment adopted by them. A year has now nearly elapsed 
since the institution was opened, and the number of patients now under charge warrants themin the 
belief that their principles are such as will accord with those of intelligent and scientific men. 

J. H. DORR, M. D., 

New York, Aug. «, 1841. 8. C. BREWSTER, M. D., 

No. 60 Fourteenth Street. 

GEO. TIEMAN, M CHATHAM ST.— SURGICAL INSTRUMENT MAKER.— Has on hand all 
kinds of Surgeons' Instruments, warranted of the best workmanship. Every variety of Instruments 
made to order at short notice. From a long experience in Europe and America, 6. T. feels confi 
dent in recommending his Instruments to his old customers, and Surgeons generaUy, and solicits a 
continuance of their patronage. 
NewYorkyJulyfll, 1841. 

WM. R GOULDING, 35 1-2 CHATHAM STREET.— SURGICAL INSTRUMENT MAKER IN 
GENERAL.— Has on hand, and makes to order, all kinds of Surgical Instruments, of the most im- 
proved patterns, and of the best workmanship. From a long experience in manufactunng, he feels 
confident in recommending his instruments to the faculty in general, to whom he returns bis thanks 
for past favors, and solicits a continuation of their patronage. 

He begs leave to call the attention of the profession to an instrument recently invented for intro- 
ducing suppositories into the rectum, Ac. in cases of irritation or inflammation of that tube, or of the 
neighboring parts. 

N*w Yorl;, September 1, 1841. ly. 

PRIVATE INSTITUTION FOR THE INSANE, AT MURRAY HILL, NEW YORK. 
The undersigned has opened a private establishment, on the plan of those in Europe which have 
recently been so successful in the treatment of mental diseases. His main object will be to make 
it, as much as possible, like the residence of a private family. The number of patients will be lim- 
ited—the attendants will be so numerous as to give to each invalid, if necessary, the exclusive ser- 
vices of one or more ; thereby dispensing, as far as possible, with all personal restraint. The medi- 
cal and motal treatment will be directed by the proprietor ; and such modes of treatment as have 
b«en matured by ten years' service as physician to one of the largest Insane Hospitals in the country, 
and by a recent personal examination of the private institutions of Europe, will be carried into effect. 
Application for admission to JAMES MACDONALD, M. D., 29 Clinton Place, New York. 

THE NEW YORK MEDICAL GAZETTE is pubUshed every Wednesday, by Uriak Turner, M. 
D., No. ISl Fulton St., entrance through Dean A Trevett's Bookstore, to whom all communications 
should be addressed, post paid. Price $S per annum, payable in advance— after three months #4. 
No subscriptions received for less than one year. 

By the regulations of the Post Office Department, Post-Masters are allowed to forward, under their 
frank, letters written by themselves, containing money to pay the subscription of third parties to 
any periodical. To render the performance of this act of courtesy less burthensome, the letter should 
be prepared for the Post-Master's signature, by the person wishing to avail himself of the privilege. 
If this is done, the favor will rarely be denied by any Post-Master. Advertisements inserted on fa- 
vorable terms. 

DEAN, PRINTER, 2 ANN STREET. 
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18 Notes of Clinical Lectures, 

Non-Malignant Tumor of the Tongue. — This woman is abaot 
fifty — she has a tumor on the left side of the tongue, the size of an 
almond, it is smooth, rather hard and tender to the touch. It was 
discovered three weeks ago, has grown rapidly and has been pain- 
ful. This cannot be cancer, it is too smooth, too tender, and above 
all has come on too suddenly ; it will probably suppurate, a purga- 
tive was ordered and the patient directed to return in a week^ 
when the character of the tumor will be manifest, and should it 
prove a sarcoma it may be removed. 

Enormous Collection of Milk in the Breast — ^This patient W 
about thirty, apparently in good health, has always worked hard, 
now has an infant nine months old, which she has nursed regularly 
from both breasts ; the right is enlarged immensely. The patient 
states that the breast began to increase in size, in July last, that it 
-has gone on steadily augmenting, but without pain or febrile symp* 
toms. The tumor is not now painful, but causes considerable incon- 
Tenience by its size. The nipple is natural, so is the skin, the blood- 
vessels of the breast are somewhat enlarged. On looking at this 
case our first idea would be, that we had hypertrophy of the breast, 
or else a tumor situated behind the gland pushing it forward, but 
on examining carefully we find distinct fluctuation ; the swelling is 
not therefore solid but fluid — what then is the probable nature of 
that fluid ? We have no reason to think that it is pus, having no 
evidence tha,t the inflammation essential to the formation of pus^ 
has at any time existed. The tumor may be from hydatids or from 
a collection of milk distending an obstructed lactiferous tube, though 
its very large size renders the latter supposition improbable. 

As the case is obscure, I shall first perform an explorative opera- 
tion, and push in a sharp pointed bistoury. (This was done and 
milk escaped, the true character of the tumor being now evident, a 
trochar was pushed in and milk gushed forth in a free stream, it was 
collected in basins, it was perfectly sweet and apparently quite 
unchanged, being measured after Lecture, was found to be three 
full quarts, this milk as we were afterwards informed, being allowed 
to stand for 24 hours, gave a good quantity of cream). The nature 
of this case is now evident enough; it is a very remarkable one, I 
have never seen a tumor of this character approach the size of the 
one we have here, they are generally not larger than an orange. — 
Every now and then lacteal fistulae result from the opening of these 
sacs, in that case milk will flow from the artificial opening every 
time the child nurses, and the only remedy is to wean him, the breast 
then ceasing to secrete milk, the opening will heal. I shall direct 
this woman to call on us next Monday, that we may see the pro- 
gress of this exceedingly curious case. 

Monday, Jan. 10. 

The patient with lacteal tumor again appeared in the Theatre. — 
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The opening made by the trocar had healed by the first intention^ 
and the milk had again accumulated in the breast. The organ was 
pendulous and somewhat pediculated, its circumference was 22 in-* 
ches ; fluctuation more distinct at some points than at others, was 
evident all over the tumor. The trocar was again plunged in and 
about two quarts of pure sweet milk drawn off. The patient was 
advised to wean her child. 



To the Editor of the Medical Gaxetie: 

New York, Jan. 6, 1842, 
Dear Sir:— 

I noticed in your last No., that the tinct. of iodine had been extern- 
ally applied as a palliative in two cases of gout, by Dr. Alfred C Post« 
He requested that some of your readers will make trial of the reme- 
dy, and communicate the result through the Gazette. Allow me 
to say, that in 1839, my special attention was directed to the exter- 
nal application of tinct. iodine, after having read the elaborate and 
practical paper of Dr. John Davis, (late Editor of the London Medi- 
cal and Surgical Journal), on its ** therapeutic properties." 

Having treated the subject with great ability, he slates, that in 
erysipelas, phlegmon, extensfve sloughing of the cellular membrane^ 
acute inflammation of the joints, inflammation of the breast, gout, 
chronic inflammation and enlargements of the joints, inflammation of 
the absorbents, carbuncle, lupus or noli me tangere, malignant ulcers 
of the tongue and tonsils, scrofulous swelling of the glands, whitlow, 
chilblains, lacerated, contused and punctured wounds, burns, scalds, 
and ulcers, he has used iodine externally with marked success, after 
a farrago of the usual remedies had been ineffectually employed. 
So strongly did Dr. Davis' " new pathological views," commend them- 
selves to my consideration, that 1 have extensively used the tinct* 
of iodine locally in every disease and morbid condition of the parts, 
for which he recommended it, and am free to assert, that in 
scarcely an instance did I fail to realize the flattering results which 
he has the enviable distinction of presenting to the profession. Any 
who are curious on this subject, I would refer to Dr. Davis* master- 
ly production, which appeared in Dr. Dunglison^s Medical Library, 
in 1839. Respectfully, yours, 

THEODORE F. CORNELL. 

Remarks. — Dr, Post's note on this subject was sent to the printer, 
almost without having been read by the Editor — we had intended 
before the receipt of Dr. Corneirs note, to have in this number re- 
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ferred to Dr. Davis' paper, which was known to us. Authorities 
for the external use of this remedy may be found in the late Jour* 
nals passim. Since the above was written we have received- the fol- 
lowing communication from Dr. Blois — the quere of Dr. Post, may 
be considered as abundantly answered. 



To the Editor of the Medical GazetU : 

504 Broome Street, Jan. 6, 1842. 

Dear Sir : — ^I observed in the last No. of your Gazette, Dr. Post 
had used the tinct. of iodine, as a palliative in gout, with success. 
I have used the tincture as an external application in gout, for the 
past ten years ; and in very many cases with decided good effect, 
and consider it the most certain remedy as a palliative. If the tinc- 
ture has been unknown to the profession, as an application, I shall 
be gratified that this communication may subserve to the relief of 
any, suffering from that most painful disease. 

Yours, respectfully, 

SAMUEL BLOIS, M. D. 



To the Editor of the New York Medical Gazette : 

Dear Sir : — I jend you herewith several cases from my note-book, 
which, 1 think, will be interesting to your readers, I remain. 

Yours, sincerely, 

ALFRED C. POST. 

4 Leroy Place, January, 1th, 1842. 

Case 1. Penetrating wound of the abdomen, followed by ven- 
tral omental hernia. 

On the evening of the 21st November, 1841, 1 was called to see 
a man, named John Kernan, aged 25 years, who had been stabbed 
in the abdomen, about twenty minutes before I saw him. I found a 
wound about three quarters of an inch in length, situated three in- 
ches above, and to the left of the umbilicus. I did not probe it to 
ascertain its depth. There was no hemorrhage at the time when I 
saw him, although there had been a moderate flow of blood before 
I arrived^ The patient was rather pale, but his countenance had a 
tranquil expression, his voice was firm, and there was no remarkable 
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disturbance of the circulation or respiration. I brougiit the edges of 
the wound together with adhesive plasten He was soon afterwards 
removed to his own house, which was not more than two or three 
hundred yards from the 'place where I first saw him. Later in the 
evening he complained of a feeling of oppression in the stomach, 
with nausea, for which I directed small pieces of ice to be given 
frequently. In the course of the night, he vomited three times, dis- 
charging about three quarts of a substance, which consisted chiefly 
of blood mingled with undigested food. I was called to see him 
at about half past five o'clock on the following morning, which 
was three hours after the last vomiting. At that time he com- 
plained of some distress in the situation of the wound ; and on ma- 
king an examination, I ascertained that there was a portion of omen- 
tum protruding through the wound, about three inches in length, and 
three or four inches in breadth. I attempted to reduce the omen- 
tum, which I could not do without dilating the wound, which I did 
with a director and bistoury, having the advice and assistance of 
Doctor Cheesman. I then brought the ed^es of the wound togeth- 
er with two sutures, over which I applied adhesive straps and a 
compress and bandage. I directed the patient to be kept very quiet 
on his back, to take nothing into his stomach but small masses of 
ice, and to have his bowels opened by means of an enema. 

Nov. 23d. The patient has been very comfortable since yester- 
day; no pain in the wound, no nausea, scarcely any constitutional 
disturbance. Pulse soft, about 90. As the enema last night did 
not operate very freely, I directed it to be repeated this evening. 
It brought away but a small quantity of feculent matter, very slight- 
ly tinged with dark blood. 

Nov. 24th., Morning. The patient slept well last night, and feels 
comfortably this mornmg ; he is entirely free from pain or tender- 
ness in the wound. As he has taken no nourishment since he re- 
ceived the injury, I directed him to have a table spoonful of gruel 
once in three hours. 

Evening. I found that the gruel had agreed very well with his 
stomach, and that he was still more comfortable than before he had 
taken it Pulse 72. I directed a table spoonful of the gruel to he 
given every two hours. 

Nov, 25th. He continues to be free from pain and uneasiness. 
Substituted beef tea for the gruel, and directed a table spoonful to 
be taken every hour. He continues to take small pieces of ice, in 
lieu of drinks, as more refreshing, and less likely to disturb the 
stomach. 

Nov. 27th. No pain nor febrile excitement. Yesterday he took 
two table spoonfuls of gruel every hour, and to-day, four table spoon- 
fuls. I also allowed him to-day, to eat a soda cracker. He says, 
that he has a very good appetite. 
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Nov. 29th. I dressed the wound to-day, and found it to have 
healed by the first intention. No unfavorable symptoms. 

Dec. 10th. Since the last report, every thing has gone on favor- 
ably. To-day I met the patient at the Halls of Justice, where he 
vftis undergoing an examination before the Grand Jury. 

I have no doubt, from the quantity of blood which was vomited 
in this case, that the wound penetrated the coats of the stomach ; 
and it is a remarkable circumstance that such a wound should have 
been followed by so little local uneasiness or constitutional dis- 
turbance. 

Case 2. Compound fracture of the arm, with laceration of the 
brachial artery, occasioned by a fragment of the bone. 

W. L., aged 52, was stepping from his stoop, to a pump, which 
stood near his house, on the 16th February, 1835, the ground being 
at the time covered with a very smooth coating of ice, when he 
slipped and fell, his right elbow coming into contact with the pave- 
ment. I was passing by when he fell, and 1 assisted him to rise. 
I perceived at once that his arm was broken, and that arterial blood 
was flowing from it. My first impression was, that he had been 
wounded by a fragment of a pitcher, which he had in his hand when 
he fell ; but on exposing his arm, I found that there was a small lac- 
eration of the integuments, at the seat of the fracture, which was 
just above the condyles of the os brachii, and that arterial blood was 
flowing very freely from the wound. I immediately compressed the 
artery against the bone, above the seat of the injury, and sent a mes- 
senger in quest of Dr. Buck, who soon came to my assistance. I 
then requested Dr. Buck to make pressure upon the artery, while I 
made a free incision in the situation of the injury, including the ori- 

Sinal wound made by the fragment of the broken bone. I had some 
ifliculty in finding the artery, in consequence of the blood which 
was injected into the cellular tissue ; when the vessel was exposed, 
I perceived an extensive laceration of its coats, and I applied two 
ligatures, one above, and the other below the laceration. The 
edges of the wound were brought together in the usual manner.— 
The wound was dressed on the fifth day after the operation ; there 
was not much union by the first intention. A few days after the 
operation, the patient became very much prostrated, with a feeble 
pulse, diarrhoea and vesications on the hand and fore-arm. By the 
use of astringents, tonics and stimulants, these symptoms were ar- 
rested, and tne threatening gangrene of the limb was prevented. 
The wound healed, and the bone was consolidated in about two 
months from the time of the injury.. In consequence of the feeble 
vitality of the limb, the pressure of splints and bandages could not 
be borne, and the limb could only be supported on a trough or hol- 
low splint, without bringing the fragments of the bone into a proper 
•iate of apposition. A considerable amount of shortening took place, 
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and from the proximity of the fracture to the elbow joint, the mo- 
tions of that articulation werje very much restrained. 

The patient is still living and in good health, nearly seven years 
after the injury, but he has very little motion at the elbow of the 
affected limb. 

Case 3. Blepharoplastic operation, for the cure of an aggravated 
case of Ectropion resulting from a burn. 

Frederick Isemann, aged 7 years, had the left side of his face 
badly burned about three years ago, in consequence of his clothes 
taking fire. When the sore healed, there was left a hard wrinkled 
cicatrix of a reddish color, drawing down the lower lid, and occa- 
sioning an eversion of its whole internal surface. The conjunctiva 
of the lid which was thus exposed to the air, was dry, and resem- 
bled in its appaarance the integument covering the vermillion bor- 
der of the lips. The margin of the lid was much elongated. 

On the 6th June, 1841, at 2 P. M., I performed the followingop- 
eration, assisted by Doctors J. Kearny Rodgers, Blakeman, Tru- 
deau and Buel. 

I first made an incision immediately below the everted lid, by 
which I detached it from the cheek. I then cut out a V shaped 
piece from the lid, and brought the edges of the incision together 
with a suture, by which the tarsal edge of the lower lid was brought 
into apposition witt the corresponding margin of the upper lid, 
leaving however a considerable chasm between the lower lid and 
the cheek. I then dissected a vertical flap from the integument 
covering the anterior edge of the masseter muscle, about two inches 
in length and five eighths of an inch in breadth, leaving it attached 
at its upper extremity by a neck three eighths of an inch in breadth. 
The flap was then brought around so as to fill up the chasm between 
the lower lid and the cheek, and was secured in its place by ten su- 
tures. The sides of the wound from which the flap was taken, were 
brought together and secured by three sutures, fortified by adhesive 
straps. The only situation in which the sides of the wound were 
not brought into contact, was at the angle below the twist in the 
neck of the flap. A piece of lint dipped in iced water was applied 
over the wound, and directed to be moistened as often as it became 
dry or warm. 

8 P. M. The patient appears cheerful ; there is no pain nor 
€weHing about the wound. 

June d. The flap appears red, but there is no pain nor swelling. 

June 7th. He complained in the afternoon of some pain in the 
wound ; but every thing appears to be going on favorably. 

June 9th. Removed three of the sutures. 

June 10th. Removed three other sutures. Union by the first in- 
tention has taken place around the greater part ot the flap ; but sup- 
puration has occurred at the extremity towards the note. 
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June lltL Removed all the remainiog sutures; found that 
union had taken place throughout the whole wound, except at three 
points, viz. : the angle below the twist in the neck of the flap, the 
junction of the extremity of the flap with the side of the nose, and 
the inferior angle of the part of the wound, from which the flap was 
taken. 

June 20th. The wound has healed throughout its whole extent. 
The eversion appeari to be entirely cured. The patient has the 
full power of opening and closing the lids. The twist at the neck 
of the flap is almost entirely eflaced : but the outer canthus is crowd- 
ed somewhat towards the nose, so as to make the affected eye, ap- 
pear smaller than the sound one. 

Plate 1st — Represents the appearance of the eye before the op- 
eration. 

PkUe 2nd — ^Exhibits its appearance five months afterwards. 



NEW YORK MEDICAL GAZETTE. 

NEW YORK, JANUARY 19, 1842. 



Lacteal Tumor, ^We would ask the special attention of our readers, 
to the case of lacteal tumor which they will find in the report of Profes- 
sor Parker's Clinical Lectures, published in this day's Gazette. It is one 
of very great interest, and so far as our knowledge extends, is quite un- 
paralleled as to the quantity of milk discharged — Sir A. Cooper speaks 
of milk being discharged when the tumors are opened, *' in large quanti- 
.ties, sometimes to the extent of several ounces." Here instead of ** sev- 
eral ounces " we had several pounds discharged. Gross speaks of the tu- 
mor occasionally exceeding an orange in size, and adds that the quantity 
of milk they contain, ranges " from a few drachms to several ounces/'— 
While speaking of these Clinical Lectures, it may be proper to add that 
the Professor must not be held responsible for these Reports, published 
in the Gazette — they are made by the Editor, and are of course as full and 
as accurate as he is able to make them. 



Doctors Paine and Carpenter.-^ We would willingly have avoided the 
publication of the matter controversial, between these two gentlemen, 
which appears in this day's Gazette. We hate squabbles— personal or 
professional, and most devoutly believe that, except in a very extreme 
case, a man had better suffer wrong to considerable extent, than to under- 
take to right himself by angry controversies. In this particular case, how- 
ever, we feel that Dr. Carpenter has a claim upon our justice, which we 
cannot disallow. It appears both from his own assertion and from that 
of Dr. Forbes, that an unfounded accusation has been made against him — 
and thus great injustice done both to his personal and scientific char- 
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Rvptured Uterus. S5 

acter. Under these circumstances we did not feel at liberty to shut our 
columns against his defence, full and complete as it seems to be. Nay, 
we go further, and add, that we rejoice that a gentleman who has laid the 
profession under such obligations, by his many and valuable contributions 
to medical science, as Dr Carpenter undoubtedly has, is cleared from all 
participation in a fraud so disgraceful, as the plagiarism, which appeared 
in the review of Hunter, and with which as it now appears, Dr. C. had 
been unjustly charged. This feeling, all who have regard for the com- 
mon character of the profession ought to cherish, and we have no doubt, 
Dr. Paine himself will share in it. 



Condition of the Nails in Fractured Limbs. — Our cotemporary of the 
Philadelphia Examiner, whose first number for the new year, we have 
just received, in commenting on an abstract some time since, published in 
this Gazette, of the observations of Dr. Pilscbaft, as to the arrest of the 
growth of the nails during the progress of union of fractured bones, informs 
us that he requested Dr. Edward Hartshorne, resident Surgeon of the 
Pennsylvania Hospital, to observe the condition of the nails in a few ca* 
ses of the fracture of important bones, and that from the result of these 
observations, it is probable that the growth of nails is not checked. Our 
cotemporary appears to be aware that a report of observations thus made, 
'* a few cases" will not satisfy the " numerical method" party, yet on the 
faith of these observations, and the recollections of the two occasions, on 
which he has had in his own person an opportunity of studying the phe- 
nomena of the union of fracture, he pronounces the idea of l>t. P. — " sheer 
nonsense,^* To these " bitter words "we have only to reply with the 
blandest good nature, it may be so, having had no opportunity lo test the 
truth of Pilschaft*s notion, we frankly admit that we know nothing about 
the matter one way or the other. May we ''hesitate a doubt," whether our 
Philadelphia friend is not in the same predicament. We said before and 
say again *' the subject should be investigated." 



Ruptured Uterus. — From some facts which have lately come to our 
knowledge, we are inclined to believe that this terrible accident occurs 
more frequently than is generally supposed — the facts to which we refer 
are briefly these ; within eight months we have known of three cases in 
New York, where the uterus was ruptured and the patient died without 
the slightest suspicion on the part of the attendant, as to the nature of the 
accident. In two of these cases, the rupture must have occurred while 
the Physician was in immediate attendance— and yet nothing was observ- 
ed which excited a suspicion of the nature of the accident, no sudden cry 
of pain, no sudden and alarming sinking, no vomiting, no convulsions, no 
discharge of blood ; in two, certainly, of the cabes, no recession of the 
presenting part, in short, nothing to excite sudden alarm or to enable any 
one to diagnosticate rupture of the uterus. The symptoms were those of 
exhaustion, sinking, then extreme prostration, and thus gradually the pow- 
ers of life failing, death occurred ; in one case only was severe pain com- 
plained of, and iu that one it was not located in the spot in which the 
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laceration was afterwards discovered^ The pain being in the right side, 
the laceration of the anterior wall, low down. 

These cases are interesting and we present this sketch of the leading 
point in each, (the absence of the symptoms usually relied upon as diag- 
nosticating the accident), that our friends may be upon the look-out in all 
cases df alarming prostration in labor, not explainable by the symptoms, 
i^nd apprehend rupture of the uterus. That the case will usually terminate 
in death we all know, still it is satisfactory to be able to say before-hand, 
what is the probable cause of death, and not go into the post mortem ex- 
amination ** in utter darkness." — Another use we are disposed to make of 
these facts, is, to urge upon our friends the duty of making a post mortem 
examination of all cases, in which death occurs suddenly or unexpectedly 
during the progress of labor. We are not prepared to say that such cases 
are not proper subjects for the investigation of the Coroner, we think that 
they are; Especially should this be done when death occurs soon after 
the use of instruments. No honest man who uses instruments only on 
proper occasions and with proper care, (we say nothing of skill,) would 
object to such an investigation, it could do him no harm, expose him to no 
danger. We have heard of two cases of this kind lately, where death fol- 
lowed the use of instruments — in one, the uterus, vagina and bladder were 
found lacerated —in the other the head of the child was left in the uterus 
the body being torn off. Now were not these proper cases for the investi- 
gation of the authorities ? toe think they were /—and we hope for the credit 
of the profession that if such cases occur hereafter, they will be brought 
to the notice of the Coroner at the time. We have now an intelligent 
member of our own profession occupying that office, and to his examina- 
tion all such cases should be committed. We say again — all cases where 
death occurs suddenly or unexpectedly during labor ^ especially if instruments 
have been used—^xe proper subjects for the investigation of the Coroner. 
When (as in the case of Hunter) they occur in the practice of quacks, or 
pretenders, out of the profession, we all unite to demand and urge forward 
an investigation ; it is equally proper, and ought equally to be demanded, 
when the patient is in the bauds of an M. D. — Equal justice to all, is our 
motto. 

The spirit of barber surgery is extending to obstetrics — operative mid- 
wifery is all the rage in certain quarters—a man measures his own im- 
portance by the number of times he has applied the forceps or the per- 
forator — the murderous perforator ! tells of it at the corners of the streets, 
boasts of it! Now if neither conscience nor science can restrain these 
out-breaks of meddlesome midwifery, let the law interfere — laws are made 
for just such cases. 

We earnestly recommend to all true lovers of the science of medicine, 
to all honest men — to all good citizens, to bring to the notice of the Cor- 
oner, all cases in which death occurs suddenly or unexpectedly during la- 
bor — especially if instruments have been used. 



Salubrity of Paris, — It has been remarked that families consUntly re- 
siding in Paris, soon become extinct, and that out of the whole population 
«f the town, there are perhaps not more than 1 000 individuals,who can reck* 
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on their ancestors as inhabitants of Paris, from father to son, as far back as 
the reign of Louis XIII. The effects of this mortality are observed to be 
more active upon males than females. A Parisian youth of the second or 
third generation, has almost the form and manners of a woman ; he has 
seldom any children that Jive. 



ANALYTICAL DEPARTMENT. 



Philadelphia, Dec. 27, 1841. 
My Dear Sir: — 

The letter of Dr. Carpenter imposes upon me a duty, which I owe to a 
professional brother, of endeavoring to procure for his denial of a charge laid 
against him, as extensive a circulation as possible. May I beg you to re- ^ 
quest the Editor of the New York Gazette, to insert the accompanying 
correspondence. Very truly, yours, 

ROBLEY DUNGLISON. 

Copy of a Letter, from Dr. W. B. Carpenter, of Bristol, (England), to 
Professor Dunglison of Philadelphia, in reference to certain charges 
made against the former, by Dr. Martin Paine, Professor of the Insti' 
tutes of Medicine in the University of New York, in his " Examination 
of Reviews, <^c/* 

Bristol, Nov. ISf 1841. 
My Dear Sir: — 

Having just received from Dr. Paine a copy of his "Examination" of 
the Critique on his Medical and Physiological Commentaries, which ap- 
peared in the April Number of the British and Foreign Medical Review, I 
£nd, to my great surprise, that Dr. P. has thought himself justified, — not 
only in singling me out as the Author of it, and in anin^adverting upon 
what he considers to be its misrepresentations, as if they were mine 
(thereby attempting^ to make that a matter of personal discussion between 
us, for which the Editor of the Review holds himself responsible), — but 
also in fixing upon me a charge of literary plagiarism, which is calculated, 
if I allow it to remain uncontradicted, to do great injury to my personal as 
well as to my scientific character. 

Before going further, I must express my astonishment that any person 
holding the position which Dr. Paine occupies, should commit himself to 
80 grave a charge against an individual, to whose discredit he knows noth- 
ing, upon evidence so flimsy as that which he adduces ; — especially as he 
must have been aware that, from the distance of the accused parly, his de- 
fence could not be laid before the public, until many months should have 
elapsed since its publication, during which time, an injurious impression 
would have been formed not easily to be eradicated. And I think that I 
have further a just right to complain, that Dr. Paine*s inculpation of me is 
not confined to surmise ; but that, after he has proved his point to his own 
natisfaction, he has taken it for granted, and, throughout the latter part of 
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his pamphlet, has continually coupled my name ' with the accusation of 
gross plagiary. 

The evidence which Dr. P. adduces in support of the charge, is briefly 
the following: — Having made up his mind, from certain coincidences of 
opinion and of expression, between the Critique on his Commentaries, and 
my Principles of Physiolog}', that I must be the writer of the former, he 
has searched in previous numbers of the same Review for articles written, 
as he imagines, by the same Author. In this search he thinks himself 
assisted by references occasionally made from one article to another, — 
the complete fallacy of which kind of evidence is exposed in Dr. Forbe's 
letter. Upon the same evidence, I must have been the reviewer of my 
own work ; and I am not certain, whether Dr. P. does not mean to insin- 
uate as much. Any person, however, who carefully reads that review, 
which I did not see until it was in print, may find abundant evidence of 
the absurdity of such an idea. With respect to the other chief source of 
Dr. P.'s evidence,— coincidence in opinion, and in the mode of expressing 
it,— I will only say that Dr. P. shows great ignorance of the state of phy- 
siological science in this country, if he imagines that the opinions ex- 
pressed in my Principles, on the subjects alluded to, are at all peculiar to 
myself ; and it is very natural that one writer should almost unconsciously 
adopt the phraseology of another who has recently treated of the same 
questions, when desiring to express the same ideas. 

So much for the evidence on which Dr. P.'s charge is founded. I have 
thus examined it, merely to show how unjustifiable it was in Dr. P. to 
charge me with the perpetration of a gross literary theft, upon no better 
grounds. The charge itself, — that in a review of Hunter on the Blood, 
in a former volume of the same Journal, I uncerimoniously adapted cer- 
tain passages from Dr. Channing's Essay on Milton, to a very different 
purpose,— is easily disposed of. I did not write that review. To those 
who know me, my simple denial would, I am confident, be amply suffi- 
cient ; but for the satisfaction of Dr. Paine, who, in his ignorance of my 
character, may think me as capable of asserting a falsehood, as of stealing 
a paragraph, I enclose a note from Dr. Forbes confirmatory of my as- 
sertion. 

^ Dr. Paine considers that his identification of me with the plagiarist is 
triumphantly confirmed, by a correspondence which he imagines that he 
has detected, between certain passages in my Principles of Physiology, 
and others which he has selected from Dr. Channing's Sermons, t am 
myself completely at a loss to discover this correspondence ; and my 
friends here find it equally difficult. The falsity of this charge is as ea- 
sily proved as that of the other ; for / have never (I speak it almost with 
shame) read the Sermons from which Dr. P. quotes. The ideas which I 
have expressed, have so long been familiar to my mind, that I cannot im- 
agine that they involve anything peculiarly Channing-ian, If any corres- 
pondence do exist, it is easily accounted for by the fact, that I received 
my education from one, who was for many years the respected and at- 
tached friend of that illustrious man, and whose mind, cast in the same 
mould with his, impressed mine with those habits of thought, which have 
led to whatever similarity may present itself between our published 
opinions. 
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In regard to Dr. Paine's criticisms upon the scientific opinions I bare 
expressed in my Principles of Piiysiology, I shall not now offer any re- 
marks ; nor do I intend to take up the gauntlet from an opponent who 
has shown himself so destitute of judgment and of good feeling. Of the 
merits of our respective productions I am quite content to leave the public 
to judge. 

Having few means of placing my statement before the Medical public 
of America, save through your mediation, I take the liberty of so far tres- 
passing on your kindness, as to request you to gain insertion for it in such 
Journals, as may give it a circulation equal to that of Dr. Paine's calum- 
nious charges against me. 

Believe me to remain, Dear Sir, 

Respectfully and sincerely yours, 

WILLIAM B. CARPENTER. 

From Dr. Forbes, Editor of the British and Foreign Medical Review, to 
Dr. W. B. Carpenter. 

Dear Carpenter ; — 

As I think it would be a piece of silliness, only second to that of writing 
and publishing the " Examination," to attempt any detailed or serious re- 
ply to Dr. Paine's wordy reclamation, or any justification of the article in 
the Review to which it refers, — I shall take no notice whatever of his at- 
tack, further than relates to the charge of plagiarism. This is true, so 
far as the writer of the review on Hunter is concerned, hut false as con- 
cerns yoUf — since you did not write that review. This I am ready to 
state to all persons, at all times, as the truth, without any reservation or 
equivocation. The conduct of the writer of that review, in palming upon 
the Editor a portion of the writings of another for his own, — if really done 
intentionally and with a view to deceive (I would fain hope that the fact 
may admit of some other interpretation), cannot be sufliciently reprobated. 
Although, as being the first specimen I had had of this person's writing 
(and, with one trifling exception, the only one I have ever had) I might be 
forgiven for not suspecting the authenticity of the surreptitious passages, 
I take shame to myself for being so little acquainted with the eloquent 
writings of Dr Channing, as not to detect the theft before the MS. lefi my 
hands for the press. 

Perhaps when Dr. Paine discovers that he is mistaken in the affiliation 
of this portion of the Review, he may feel somewhat less confident of the- 
evidence by which he thinks he has traced the authorship of other articles- 
in it to you. I certainly shall not gratify his curiosity on this point, by 
either affirming or denying the accuracy of his conclusions ; and I do not 
see any reason why you should. 

It is singular that Dr. Paine should have been so ignorant of the ordina- 
ry mode of conducting a Review, as not to know that the reference fronr 
one article to another is no proof whatever of the identity of the authorship 
of the two,— even when this reference is made by the writer of the latter 
article. But, most commonly, such references are made by the Editor,, 
without any communication with the original writer, in the exercise of tW 
privileges inherent in the office of the greal editorial WE. 
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la looking at the vast accomulation of words in Dc Paine^s pamphlet, I 
confess thatl feci fegret that the review of his book (just and accurate a9 
I still hold it to be) was not more favorable ; as it is melancholy to think 
that 60 much time and pains should have been stolen from tasks of use* 
fulness, and expended in elaborating a work, which, of course, no human 
being will read, except the author himself, perhaps the writer of the incul^ 
pated article, and, alas, the Editor of the Review. 

It is lamentable to see how this mortification of Dr. Paine's self-love 
has clouded his judgment throughout the whole composition of his pam- 
phlet ; and this obfuscation is nowhere more conspicuous, than where he 
attempts to convict you of plagiarizing, in your " Principles of Physiolo-' 
gy,*' from Dr. Chauning. The very examples he adduces confute the 
charge. Believe me, dear Carpenter, to be 

Most truly yours, 

JOHN FORBES. 

Old Burlington Street, Nov. 15, 1841. 



OLEANINeS. 



Hints for the anti-smoking Tobacco Society. -^In one of the apartments 
of Cawdor Castle is a carved mantle-piece, containing among other things- 
a represention of a fox smoking tobacco. His fox-ship holds the "fra- 
grant tube " in his mouth exactly as it is held by its human admirers. — 
The first pipes used by Sir Waller Raleigh and his friends were of silver, 
while those used by the poorer classes were composed of a walnut shell 
and a straw— for a long time, tobacco was sold- for its weight in silver, 
and many old yeoman have been heard to say that in their early days, all 
their heaviest shillings were laid by to purchase tobacco with. King 
James in his *' counterblast to tobacco " says ; " Some gentlemen expend- 
ed from 300 to 400 pounds sterling for tobacco annually, a sum equal to 
more than twice that amount at the present value of money. The good 
old king adds by way of terror : '< an unctuous and oily kind of soot, has 
been found inside of some great tobacco users, that were opened after 
death." — —A bed of tin ore twenty miles square has just been discovered 

in Iowa, said to be the first found in the United States. Not a Yankee 

Invention, A genius in New Jersey has been making indigo from plaster 

of Paris and rye fiour, colored with Prussian blue. Antiquities. An 

ancient canoe was lately found in Haddenham, (England,) bottom up. 
wards, above five feet below the surface. It was twenty-six feet long 
and something over four in breadth, with row locks for three pair of 
oars. It appeared hollowed from a single tree, and in the opinion of those 
who examined it, centuries must have elapsed since its formation. It 
may have been, and very probtibly was, the property of the Saxon ances- 
tors of some who read this. A Dr. Brown of Warrenton, Miss., was 

lately killed in a quarrel which occurred at a public sale by a man named 

Henderson. By a letter received at Boston, dated Sept. 20, 1841, it 

appears, the small pox was making dreadful ravages at Tahiti, Society 
Islands. The people were perfectly paralyzed, almost every one wha 
took the disease died, and all business was suspended. 
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SPRING COURSE OF LECTURES AT THE COLLEGE OF PHY- 
SICIANS AND SURGEONS, 

No. 67 Crosby Street, New York. 

The AMociation br whom the spring course of Lectures was lut Tear delirered, have the pies- 
sure to inform the Medical Profession and Students of Medicine, that the course will be re-com- 
menced next spring, with an additional number of lecturers, and as they hope, with added facilttiet 
for Medical Instruction. The course will commence on Monday, the 31st of March, 184S, and con- 
tinue till the 1st of June. Three Lectures will be delivered daily, except Saturday— hours from nine 
' to twelve, A. M. 

The following Lectures will constitute the course : 

On the Diseases of the Eye, by Geo. Wilkes, M. D., Surgeon to the New York Eye Infirmary. 
Clinical instruction at the Infirmary. 

On Surgical Anatomy, by G. Buck, M. D., Surgeon to the New York Hospital. 

On the Diseases of the Skin, by H. D. Buikley, M. D.— CUnical Instruction at the New York 



On the Pathology of the Female Organs of Generation, by C. R. Gilroan, M. D.. Professor of Ob- 
stetrics and the Diseases of Women and Children in the College of Physicians and Surgeons. 

On Materia Medica, (new articles), by B. McCready, M. D. 

On the Diseases of the Mind, bv J. Macdonald, M. D., late Superintendant of the Bloomingdale 
Asylum, now of the Retreat at Murray Hill. 

On Operative Surgery, by W. Parker, M. D., Professor of Surgery in the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons. 

On the Anatomy of the Nervous System, by J. Quackenboss, M. D., Demonstrator of Anatomy, in 
the College of Physicians and Surgeons. 

On the Diseases of the Abdominal Viscera, by W. C. Roberts, M. D. 

On the Diseases of the Chest, Percussion and Auscultation, by J. A. Swett, M. D. Clinical In- 
struction at the New York Dispensary. 

On Chnical Surgery and Surgical Pathology, by J. Watson, M. D., Surgeon to the New York Hos- 
pital. This course will be delivered at the Hospital. 

On Fractures and Dislocations, by R. Watts, Jr., M. D., Professor of Anatomy in the College of 
Physicians ahd Surgeons. 

As this course was originally undertaken and is now int>secutcd with the single aim of doing 
something for tho cau^e or sound and thorough Medical Education, and particulariy to develope the 
great advantages which New York, by her superior size, and by the consequent abundance and va- 
riety of Diseases which are met with in her Hospitals, Alms-house and Dispensaries, offers to the 
Student of Practical Medicine and Surgery, the Association have determined to continue the fee 
for the Course at a price merely nominal— intending thereby to place the instruction offered, within 
the reach of all who are anxious for Professional improvement. 

Fee for all the Lectures, $10. 
New York, October, 28th. 1841. 

VERMONT MEDICAL COLLEGE, AT WOODSTOCK, SESSION OF 1842. 

The Lectures in this Institution will be commenced on Thursday, the lOtb of March, and will 
be continued thirteen weeks. 

Theory and Practice of Medicine, by H. H. Childs, M. D. 

Medical Jurisprudence, bv the Hon. Jacob CoUamer, A. M. 

Pathology, and Materia Medica, by Alonzo Clark, M. D. 

Anatomy and Physiology, by Benjamin R. Palmer, M. D. 

Principles and Practice of Surgery, by Frank H. Hamilton, M. D. 

Chemistry and Botany, by Joseph B. Clarke, M. D. 

Demonstrator of Anatomy. Osmon L. Huntlvy, M. D. 

Fee for all the Lectures. $50— to third and fourth course, students $10. 

Graduation Fee, $18. Board may be had, including fuel, light, washing, Ac, for l,dO to 1,00 per 
week. 

N. WiLii&Mt, Secretary. 

The Law of New York requiring the graduates of other states to pass an examination by the cen- 
sors of the Medica] Society, before being permitted to practice in that State, was repealed at the 
last Session of tho Legislature. 

January Itf, 1848. 

Observations on Strabismus, with engravings, d(c., by Alfred C. Post, M. D., one of the Surgeons 
of the N. Y. Honpital, formeriy one of the Surgeons of the N. Y. Eye Infirmary, Ac. Ac. PubUshed 
and sold by Charles S. Francis, 953, Broadway. 

THE MEDICAL EXAMINER, 

jl weekly medical joubn&l, published in philadelfbia, edited bt 

REYNELL COATES, M. 0., W. W. GERHARD, M. 0^ AND J. Bl BIDDLE, M. D. 

A new series of this Journal will be commenced on Saturday, 1st January. 1843. It will be con- 
ducted mainly on the plan that has been pursued during the last four years, under the editorship of 
two of the editors who have been connected with it during that period, in conjunction with Rbtrell 
CoATEs, M. D., who will be associated with the journal from the commencement of the new series. 
The aim of the editors will be to make it acompendium of whatever is most Taluahla in the progresa 
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of medicine, targery, and the coUatenit sciences. It will contain original communications ; raiiew s 
and notices of new publications ; regular clinical reports from ttie hospitals of Philadelphia ; a thorough 
analysis of the American medical Journals; and a weekly periscope of selections from the European 
journals, condensed ^d annotated. The European periodicals are received within a short period of 

Eublication, regularly transmitted through the steamships. The Examiner will maintain a temperate 
ut independent discussion of subjects involving medical politics and ethics. Independent of cliques 
and institutions— neither the creation nor organ of any school— its position is a guarantee that these 
topics will be treated with a single view, to the best interests of the profession at large. Owned, 
tod, as well as edited by physicians, no interests or feelings, without the pale of the profession, can 
be brongtit to bear upon its course. 

The Examiner is published every Saturday in Philadelphia, each number containing sixteen large 
octavo p^es. Terms, Three Dollars a year, for one copy, or Five Dollars a year fnr two copies to 
the same Post Office, payable in all instances in advance. Address, post-paid, the Editors of the 
Medical Examiner, Philadelphia. Publication office, N. £ . comer of Spruce and Tenth Streets 
Philadelphia. J5tf. 

INSTITUTION FOR THE TREATMENT OF CALCULOUS AFFECTIONS, 

AND OTHER DISEASES OP THE UBINARY ORGANS. 

The undersigned, formerly Professor of Surgery In the College of Physicians and Surgeons of the 
Universitv of the State of New York, and in the Medical College of Ohio, begs leave to inform the 
Medical I^rofession that he has established an Institution for the accommodation of patients laboring 
Tinder Calculous Affections, Fistuls, Diseases of the Bladder, Kidneys, &c. 

As the Members of the Profession are generally aware that the undersigned has practised Lithotrity 
for man^ years, and devoted much of his time to diseases of t:.e urinary organs, he hopes that this 
Institution will meet with the approbation of his friends in the profession and the public. 

Any person desiring further information, may apply, personally or by letter, to him, at No. 9 Park 
PUcti New York. 

October, IZtk, 1841. ALBAN GOLDSMITH, M. D. 

NEW YORK ORTHOPCEDIC INSTITUTION, 
FOR THE TREATMENT OF CURVATURE OF THE SPINE, &c. 
The undersigned have established themselves in this city for the treatment of Curvature of the 
Spine. Having had the advantage of witnessing the course pursued by the most eminent surgeons 
In this department, in France andf Germany ; and having also Drought into use not only the apparatus 
employed by Gudrin and others, but also some peculiar modifications, which the subscribers deem 
improvements in this branch of surgery ; they respectfully invite the attention of the profession, 
and the public generally, to the mode of treatment adopted by them. A year has now nearly elapsed 
since the institution was opened, and the number of patients now under charge warrants them in the 
belief that their principles are such as will accord with those of intelligent and scientific men. 

J. H. DORR, M. D., 
New York, Aug. 6, 1841. S. C. BREWSTER, M. D., 

No. 60 Fourteenth Street. 

GEO. TIEMAN, 63 CHATHAM ST.— SURGICAL INSTRUMENT MAKER.— Has on hand aU 
kinds of Surgeons* Instruments, warranted of the best workmanship. Every variety of Instruments 
made to order at short notice. From a long experience in Europe and America, O. T. feels conft 
dentin recommending, his Instruments to his old customers, and Surgeons generally, and solicits a 
continuance of their patronage. 

. NewYorkyJulyil, 1841. 

WM. R. OOULDING, 35 1-2 CHATHAM STREET.— SURGICAL INSTRUMENT MAKER IN 
GENERAL.— Has on hand, and makes to order, all kinds of Surgical Instruments, of the most im- 
proved patterns, and of the best workmanship. From a long experience in manufsctunng, he feels 
confident in recommending his instruments to the faculty in general, to whom he returns his thanks 
forpast favors, and solicits a continuation of their patronage. 

He begs leave to call the attention of the profession to an instrument recently invented for Intro- 
dncing suppositories into the rectum, &c. in cases of irritation or inflammation of that tube, or of the 
neighboring parts. 

New Yor\ September 1, 1841. ly. 

THE NEW YORK MEDICAL GAZETTE is published every Wednesday, by Uriah Turner, M. 
D., No. 121 Fulton St., entrance through Dean A Trevett's Bookstore, to whom all communications 
should be addressed, post paid. Price $3 per annum, payable in advance— after three months $4. 
No subscriptions received for less than one year. 

By the regulations of the Post Office Department, Post-Masters are allowed to forward, under their 
frank, letters written by themselves, containing money to pay the subscription of third parties to 
any periodica). To r«nder the performance of this act of courtesy less burthensome, the letter should 
be prepared for the Post-Ma.<«ter*s signature, by the person wishing to avail himself of the privilege. 
If this IS done, the favor will rarely be denied by any Post-Master. Advertisements inserted on fa- 
vorable terms. 

DEAN. PRINTER, 2 ANN STREET. 
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ORIGINAL DEPARTMENT. 



Researthes on the Development of Bone. By M. Flourbns. Trans- 
lated from the French for the New York Medical Gazette. 

Formation of Callus. — The formation of callus is but a particular 
fact under the general law of the formation of bone. To give as I 
have done in the preceding memoir, the mechanism of the formation 
of bone, is to explain the formation of callus. The callus is a por- 
tion of bone and (his portion is formed ad the entire bone is. It is 
the periosteum which forms the callus as it {forms the bone. We 
have already seen how the periosteum forms bone, it remains only 
to show how it forms the callus. Three opinions have prevailed as 
to the formation of the callus. The first is that which preceded 
Duhamel, the second is that of Duhamel himself, the third is that of 
Haller. The account which Duhamel gives of the opinion which 
reigned before his time is as follows : men generally content them- 
selves says he, with admitting that the larger part of the bone, which 
they call callus, and which unites the ends of a fractured bone, is 
formed by an extravasation of the ossific fluid, which transudes 
either from the bones themselves or from the neighboring parts, 
and which solders the two ends of bone together, very much as a 
plumber solders two metallic tubes together, with tin or other sol- 
der: others, continues Duhamel, believe that besides this extravas- 
ation of ossific fluid, the broken osseous fibres, elongate themselves 
and unite very much as the soft parts do. According to these two 
opinions or rather according to this opinion for the two in fact make 
one, the reunion of the ends of broken bones is efiected either by 
the simple extravasation of ossific fluid, or by an elongation of the 
osseous fibres combined with extravasation. - Such were the opin- 
ions held before Duhamel. His were quite difierent. From the 
first of his experiments, whether performed by fracturing the bones* 
or by simply boring holes in them, he saw that the periosteum ei- 
ther ossified around the ends of the broken bones, and united them 

8 
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by a sort of osseous ferula, or it passed between the ends of bone, 
and thus created a junction by osseous continuity ^ov finally it passed 
into the holes to fill them up. # 

From these facts Duhamel drew the following conclusions. These 
experiments, said he, remove I think the principal diflScuIties which 
we have hitherto had, in understanding the formation of the callus. 
If it was difficult to conceive that firm hard fibres like those of bone 
can be elongated, swollen, and finally be soldered together, we ought 
to be ready to accept an hypothesis which teaches that this swelling 
elongation, and union takes place between fibres that are soft, flex- 
ible and ductile. Neither shall we have any difficulty, continues 
Duhamel in knowing whence this ossific fluid, which is believed es- 
sential to the formation of callus exudes. It is the periosteum which 
after having filled the wounds in a bone or extended itself over their 
fractured extremities, takes first the consistence of cartilage and 
then that of bone. There is then according to Duhamel neither os- 
sific fluid extravasated, nor elongation of the osseous fibres, the 
callus is only a hardening of the periosteum. 

This opinion of Duhamel was scarce published when, Haller at- 
tacked it with as I think too much haste. Alexander McDonald 
has remarked, that we see in Haller too plainly a pre-determination 
to differ from Duhamel. So that as McDonald, remarks, he appears 
more anxious to accommodate his experiments to his opinion, than 
his opinion to his experiments. Most of the objections of Haller do 
not bear more against the opinion of Duhamel, than against any 
and every opinion on the subject ; for example, after having said 
that '* the primordial state of bone is that of bird lime, and that the 
formation of bone depends on the coagulation and hardening of this 
fluid ;" Haller makes this objection to the views of Duhamel, '* I do 
not understand how the dura mater can form a bone as complica- 
ted in structure, as the petrous portion of the temporal, nor how 
the tender and delicate membrane of the cochlea, or of the semi- 
circular canals can have moulded the same bone, or impressed upon 
it spirals and windings." Now, Duhamel in reply, might very well 
have asked Haller whether he understood any better how these ca- 
nals and spirals were formed, by the hardening of bird lime or the 
coagulation of a fluid 7 Another of nailer's objections which man- 
ifests still more precipitation, is, that '* the osseous layers which form 
in an animal fed on madder are red, while the periosteum is white," 
hence he infers the osseous layers are not formed by periosteum — 
Fourgeroux, very well replies to this, "by a parallel course of rea- 
soning I may say the apophysis of the sternum in birds, takes no 
tint of red wtiile it is cartilaginous, though the bird be fed on mad- 
der, but when it is bony it takes the red stain immediately, hence 
infer that the apophysis of the sternum is not formed by the carti- 
lage which previously occupied its place." 

In fact the cartilage does not readen any more than the perioste- 
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«in, and if the argament avails any thing against the periosteum, it 
has equal force against the cartilage. Now cartilage is certainly 
transformed into lK>ne, Haller does not doubt this, yet the non-color- 
ation proves as much against cartilage, as against periosteum. But 
let us now consider the more precise propositions, his better con- 
sidered and more reasonable objections. 

^ The callus '^ says he, '* is formed by a gelatinous fluid, which ex- 
udes from the fractured extremities of the bone, and especially 
from the marrow, and which is extravasated around the frac- 
ture." He asserts on the other hand that ** the periosteum has no 
part in the re-union of bone, it makes no part of the callus, it is not 
attached to the callus." These are the two fundamental proposi- 
tions of Haller. — In the first he asserts his own theory, in the second 
he attacks that of Duhamel. Each of these propositions deserve a 
aerious examination. Haller asserts that the formation of bone and 
of callus, are only induration of a gelatinous fluid, that is his theory 
and with slight modifications it has been adopted by most of the 
physiologists since his day.* 

Of this, we may judge by these words of Beclard. ** In the re-un- 
ion of a fracture there are successive steps — the asglutinatioo of the 
fragments by an organizable fluid, of which the blood furnishes the 
materials, then ossification of this liauid infiltrated all around the 
fracture, as well within as without, finally, complete vascular and 
osseous union of the fragments themselves." Now \ nee<i hardly 
«ay that the organizable fiuid^ of Beclard, is nothing more than the 
gelatinous fluid of Haller. The most recent theory then — the act- 
ual theory, is as 1 have just said that of Haller. My former memoir 
teaches us what estimate we should place upon this theory ; in ex- 
periments made after the manner of Troja, we have no fluid efifu- 
aed between the periosteum and the bone, yet it is between the per- 
iosteum and the bone that the new bone is formed. The formation 
of bone therefore, cannot be by a simple induration or ossification of 
a fluid. I pass to the second proposition of Haller, the examination 
of which will form the chief object of this memoir. Haller, says, it 
will be remembered that, ^ the periosteum has no part in the re-union 
of bones, that it makes no part of the callus, is not attached to it." — 
This is what Haller says, but the preparations marked Nos. 16, 
to twenty-four inclusive all prove the contrary. The two num- 
bered 16 and 17, are the two halves of the radius of a dog, which 
was about six weeks old at the time of the experiment. The bone 

* Oar illastrioas confrere Baron Larrey, has put forth a new opinion. He thinks 
that the union and the re-prod action of bone is effected, and can only be effected 
ty the proper vessels of the injured bones. See his Cliniqoe Chirurg. v. 3, p. 470. 

t Or, as the more common expression now is, organizable Ijrmph. Dabamel also 
said, this sancruinolent lymph (that is the name he gives it) but he compares it. very 
judiciously with the effusions which take place, wbenerer vessels are ruptoredL 
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has been sawed longitudinally. Thi9 animal was operated on, the 
17th June, and fifteen days afterwards he was killed. 

Now the matter which forms the callus, the matter which unites 
the bone is already cartilaginous, and this cartilaginous matter is at- 
tached most evidently to the periosteum. "When I say attached to 
the bone, I express myself but imperfectly — if it was only attached 
to the bone if it only adhered to it, we might still cherish a doubt, 
but it is continuous with the periosteum, nay in more than one point 
it is periosteum still, there is no possibility of doubt Preparations 
No. 18 and 19 are the two halves of a radius of another dog of the 
same ase, the bone as before sawed longitudinally. The animal sur- 
vived the operation (that is to say the fracture), only 12 days. The 
callus is not yet perfectly cartilaginous, it is the periosteum which 
penetrates between the two ends of the bone and unites them to- 
gether. We may say the same of the preparations No. 20 and 21, 
Siey are the two halves of the cubitus of a dog, six weeks old. This 
animal also only survived the fracture twelve days, and the matter 
of the callus is as before only semi-cartilaginous : it is as yet only a 
fibro-cartilage, but this fibro-cartilage is continuous in the most evi- 
dent manner, at one side with the periosteum and at the other with 
the fractured ends of the bone. The two preparations No. 22 and 
23, are the two parts of the radius of a pigeon, the animal has been 
fed with madder and the bone is red. These two preparations af- 
ford a new and mor6 convincing proof of what I have just said. — 
The animal was adult and survived the operation about a month. 
Now upon the two halves of this bone, sawed longitudinally, we see 
at the point of fracture the periosteum penetrating between the two 
ends of the fractured bone, there become transformed into fibro-car- 
tilage and cartilage. And in the middle of this cartilage which is 
attached to the periosteum — in the middle of this periosteum which 
is attached to the ends of fractured bone, we see an osseous mass 
which, as well as the bone is red, because the pigeon had been fed 
upon madder. Finally, the preparation No. 24, is the humerus of 
a pigeon, which, like the former survived the operation about a 
month ; the fractured ends of bone are united by a fibro-cartilage 
already quite thick, and in the midst of this is an osseous kernel, 
which, as well as the bone is red, the animal like the former having 
been fed upon madder. I could present a great number of prepa- 
rations, but they would all prove the same thing. The periosteum 
would always be seen penetrating between the two ends of the 
fractured bones, to form there the fibro-cartilage which unites them, 
and then this fibro-cartilage becoming ossified to form the callus. — 
The callus then is formed by the periosteum. Haller and his parti- 
zans sustain the latter in vain. Here all depends upon fact. And 
if I am not deceived, if I have accurately examined the preparations 
which I present to the academy, the periosteum produces the fibro- 
cartilage, and the fibro-cartilage the callus. Besides as to the main 
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tfad decisive fact, the fact of the adhesion of the perK^dteum to the 
callus, I am not the only one since Duhamel who has observed. — 
Fougeroux says, " when I have dissected the periosteum, beginning 
at the extremity and conducting the dissection towards the callus, 
1 have always been obliged to raise with the periosteum, the sub- 
stance apparently mucilaginous or becoming cartila^nous. Nay 
more, I have always found laminae of periosteum, which lost them- 
selves in the partially ossified callus." 

It may be feared that Fougeroux was prepossessed in favor of 
Duhamel, but this objection does not exist against Troja and McDo- 
nald, they both sustam the opinion of Haller, that the callus is owing 
to the induration of the gelatinous matter; and yet they both agree 
for they are as conscientious as skillful, that they have seen the perip 
osteum in the same manner. Troia confesses that he has not always suc- 
ceeded, whatever precautions he took, in separating without lacera- 
tion, the cartilaginous matter from the periosteum. He says " that 
this matter seems to originate from the laminae of the periosteum, 
experiostei laminis oririi videhatur) ; that if we remove the perios- 
teum, it follows : that the two things are so united as to form but 
one." McDonald, also, says ^ that he has seen the periosteum adhere 
so closely to the cartilaginous matter, that it was impossible to re- 
move the one without taking with it a portion of the other.*" Such 
is the testimony of Troja and McDonald and I shall only make one 
remark upon it. Twenty cases where the periosteum has appeared 
not to be continuous with the callus, do not prove the fact absolutely, 
for the separation may be the work of the anatomist, but one case 
where the periosteum is evidently united to the matter of the calhis, 
is decisive, for this continuity cannot have been artificially pro- 
duced. 

I close this memoir, by recalling the principal points of the theory 
of Duhamel. 

Duhamel says, " that in all his experiments where the bone was 
bored, he saw the periosteum continue itself into this hole and fiH it.* 
I have shown in preparation No. 13, on the one hand this hole, and 
on the other the periosteum passing into and filling it. Duhamel says, 
*' that he has seen laminae, partly membranous partly osseous.'' I 



* 'M took " fays Dahamel " two young pigeoot, a small do^, and a young lamb. 
I panctured pretty deeply the humerus of each. One of the pi^ons was kUled on 
the third day, the other on the eighth, the dog on the 15th, while the lamb lived a 
month. On examining the bone of the first pigeon, I found the perioflteum thickened 
opposite the small hole I had made, and this hole was fillea with a sort of plug 
formed by the thickened membrane. I dissected the membrane and without the 
least difficulty I drew the little plug out of the hole, and it remained attached to the 
periosteum of which it evidently made a part. On dissecting the second pigeon, I 
round the little plug much more strongly adherent to the bone. This adhesion was 
so considerable in the dog, that I could not detach it from the bone, while in the 
lamb, the union with the bone was so perfect that it was difficult to recognise the 
exact place where the wound had been made. • 
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have shown in preparation No. 12 a lamina which is bone at one enif 
and periosteum at the other. 

Duhamel says, *^ that he has seen periosteum furnish from its inter* 
nal lamina, layers of bone : I have shown in Nos. 7 and 8 the carti- 
laginous layer, the first germ ol the new bone attached to the inter-, 
nal lamina of periosteum. Finally, Duhamel says, •• that he has al- 
ways seen the periosteum adherent to the callus :** in the prepara- 
tions Nos. 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22 and 23, I have furnished the 
most complete proofs of this assertion. 

The theory of Duhamel, a theory which sees in ossification, only 
the transformation of the periosteum into bone, appears to me to be 
proved by my experiments. 1 have only spoken in these two me- 
moirs of the formation and the re-production of the long bones, in 
my next I will* treat of the reproduction of the flat bones, and par- 
ticularly of the reproduction of the bones of the cranium. 



HOSPITAL REPORTS. 

Case of Variola^ complicated with Purpura Hemorrhagica. By P. 
J. McLiiREN, House Physician to the New York Hospital. 

Thomas Godfrey, seaman, bom in Conn,, aged 27, admitted into 
the N. Y. H., Jan. 5, 1842, with the following symptoms. Agoniz- 
ing pain in the lumbar region, shooting towards the stomach and 
down the thighs, much aggravated by motion and somewhat reliev- 
ed when warm in bed, skin hot but moist, pulse full and frequent, 
tongue moist, and covered with a thick dirty white coat Bowels 
regular. No pain in his head or nausea. 

History. — Patient says he is a temperate man and has always en- 
joyed good health. He was on board a vessel the whole of last night 
exposed to wet and cold, and this morning commenced his work 
without changing his clothes. In the course of the forenoon, he be- 
gan to complain of pain in his back and a feeling of chilliness.— 
About noon this paih became so severe that he was obliged to go 
to bed, and towards evening finding no relief he was brought to the 
Hospital in the condition above stated. 

A mustard cataplasm was i^lied to his back, and he was order* 
ed tinct. opii. gtt. xxx. 

Jan. 6th. Pain in the back considerably relieved, skin however 
is hot and dry. Pulse full and frequent, eyes sufifused, complains of 
some pain in his head, and soreness of his throat. Bowels frrely 
moved without medicine, no pain or tenderness of his abdomen. 
Ordered sol. tart, ant., gr. 1-4, every two hours. About ?x. of blood 
were taken from the lumbar region by cups, and warm poultices 
afterwards applied. 
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Jan. 7th. Soreness of his throat increased. The surface of the 
face neck and chest, present an uniform deep red blush, resembling 
in some measure the eruption in scarlatina. Other symptoms much 
the same as yesterday. Continue antimony. 

P. M. The eruption noticed in the morning has extended over 
the M^hole surface of the body. He now complains of some cough 
which is attended with expectoration of bloody mucus. 

Jan. 8th. This morning the skin is quite livid. On the lower part 
of the abdomen and in the flexures of the thigh, it is of a dark pur- 
ple color. On the anterior surface of the arms, there was observed 
a distinct elevated papular eruption, and on passing the hand over 
the forehead a fine miliary eruption could be felt, though not in the 
slightest degree perceptible to the eye. The same was felt on pass- 
ing the hand over the chest. On the upper part of the chest were 
a number of purpuric spots about the size of a pins head. None 
' were observed upon any other part of the body. Skin but little 
warmer than natural. Pulse increased in frequency. Cough more 
troublesome. Expectoration profuse, consisting witirely of a bloody 
frothy mucus, of an extremely sickening odour. Tongue moist, and 
loaded with a thick white pasty coat. Throat very sore. On ex- 
amination, the tonsils and posterior fauces were covered with an 
elevated eruption, and on the tonsils particularlv, were numerous 
bloody points very similar to the purpuric spots before mentioned. 
The teeth and lips are covered with sordes. The antimony was dis- 
continued, and the patient w^as ordered simply diluents.* 

P. M. The purpuric spots over the chest are more abundant and 
increased in size. A few are now visible pn the arms and thi^s, 
and below the knees the^ are appearing in ^reat numbers. His 
bowels being rather loo^, he was ordered pulv. dover. gr. x. 

Jan. 9th. All the , symptoms are aggravated. Surface of the 
l>^yf legs and arms^jHresents an universal purplish red tint, deepest 
on the abdom^fi JBthoDhest. The face is paler than the rest of the 
body, has ^ffwollenrpufTy appearance, and, as he says ^ feels stiff.** 
The papular elevations may oe seen over the whole body, some, of 
the natural color of the skin, and others of different shades from red 
to purple. They do not form patches of any regular shape, and 
when opened with a needle, they give exit to a fluid, clear and trans- 
parent in some, and in others saniops. On the hands, chest and 
legs, are^a few dark blue elevations,"" from 1 to 3 or 4 lines in diam- 
eter, of no regular shape and evidently caused by effusion under 
the epidermis. Some of these have broken and discharged a dark 



^^oper to state here, that as the case was thoaght to be small pox. ih« 
ow removed to the new baildiDg which was at the time anoccopiea. 




, when contagious diseases occar in the Hospital, they are sent away im- 
mediatelv, bat in this case as is evident, the dia|;nosis was exceedingly difficult, and 
even had it been perfectly clear, the propriety of sending a patiftat in hit eonditioa 
to the tmaU pox Hoapital, might b» qottftioiied. 
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bloody fluid. Under the coDJunctiva of the left eye there is a con- 
siderable efiusioD of blood. Bloody mucus is continually flowing 
from his nose in small quantities, and very abundantly from his 
mouth. Lips are dry and covered with dark colored scabs. Tongue 
presents the same pasty appearance. His breath has an extremely 
ofiensive odor, and the air of the room is hardly tolerable. Com- 
plains of pain when pressure is made on the epigastrium. Has a 
constant desire for cold water. No vomiting. Is perfectly rational. 
No pain in his head. Very restless. When asked how he is, he al- 
ways says he feels smart. Pulse 130, soft and feeble. Ordered 
wine and porter freely. 

P. M. Rapidly sinking. Hands and feet perfectly livid. Con- 
stant drowsiness, delirium. The skin has assumed a much darker 
hue, and a dark bloody fluid is constantly oozing from many of the 
purpuric spots. Stimulants were administered as freely as possi- 
ble. About 10 o'clock, on attempting to cough, a large quantity of 
blood mixed with some mucus, gushed from his mouth and nose, and 
immediately after^irards he expired. 

Autopsy, 13 hours after death. — Body not at all emaciated. The 
dark purplish appearance of the skin, so remarkable before death, 
has entirely disappeared, the surface of the body being quite pale. 
The purpuric spots noticed prior to death, still existed, the color of 
which was now almost black. On the extremities, the epidermis was 
raised with the greatest ease, and on the legs, slight friction with the 
thumb and finger was suflicient to separate it from the rete mucos- 
um. The rete mucosum was quite moist, and covered with small 
bloody extravasations of various shapes and sizes. The cellular 
membrane below the true skin, appeared (where examined) to be 
perfectly free from any extravasation, none of the scars usually left 
by vaccination, were found on either arm. 

Head — On making the usual incision for the purpose of separa- 
ting the integuments from the cranium, a suditen gush of dark col- 
ored blood took place, this was found to procel^i fronf ^ extensive 
extravasation over the right temporal fascia. The brain and its 
membranes were healthy. There was a slight effusion in the ven- 
tricles. 

Chest, — The muscles of the chest as far as examined were quite 
firm and natural, in their appearance. The velum pendulum palati, 
the posterior wall of the pharynx, the posterior third of the tongue, 
and the epiglottis were all of a deep purple color, almost blacL — 
This appearance extended also, to all the internal surface of the 
larynx, and the upper portion of the trachea becoming lighter, 
towards the bronchi. The mucous membrane litf^jfiL these 
parts was evidently thickened, and covered with a bl^|^^ se- 
cretion which was easily removed by the scalpel. In the su^ieu- 
ral cellular tissue of both lungs, were numerous ecchymotic spots of 
a bright red color. The parenchyma of the lungs presented a mot- 
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tied appearance, niunerous lobules being quite black, firm when 
pressed, and granulated, as is occasionally seen in pulmonary apo* 
plexy. These hardened black lobules existed most abundantly in 
the lower lobes and the left lung. The intervening tissue was of a 
brick red color, crepitated on pressure, and appeared quite healthy. 
The mucous membrane of the bronchi was of a reddish color. The 
large vessels of both lungs were filled with thick black liquid blood. 
The large vessels proceeding from the heart when cut across, poured 
out more than a pint of blood, partly coagulated and of unusual 
blackness. Heart perfectly healthy. No flabbiness or softening, 
no effusion in the pericardium. 

Abdomen. — ^The pyloric half of the stomach presented numerous 
spots of a vivid red and purple color, irregular in form with well de* 
fined margins, and varying in size, caused by sanguineous extravasa- 
tions into the sub-mucous cellular tissue. The mucous membrane 
of the stomach was but little if at all softened. In the duodenum 
were found many irregular, difiused, red patches, and in the colon, 
numerous spots of a bright red color, all seated in the sub-mucous 
cellular tissue. The mesenteric glands were not at all enlarged 
but presented a dark appearance shinins through the mesentery. — 
When opened they were throughout of a deep purple tint The 
liver was of a bright buff color and very vascular ; no softening. 
Spleen healthy. The surface of both kidneys was quite vascular. 
In the cellular tissue below the lining membrane of their calicos and 
pelves, were extravasations of blood of a deep purple color. Be- 
neath the mucous membrane of the bladder, were several purpuric 
spots very similar to those seen in the stomach. 
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NEW YORK, JANUARY 26, 1842. 



We have great pleasure in directing the attention of our readers, to the 
advertisement of the Faculty of the Vermont Medical College, published 
in this days Gazette. Those students who are prevented from attending 
Lectures in the City, cannot do better than to resort to Woodstock. The 
course of instruction there afforded, is full and complete, and the Faculty, 
we speak from personal knowledge of several of them, able jand efficient. 
Nothing which they can do, will, we are persuaded, be wanting to make 
the coming session profitable to the students, and honorable to the Col- 
lege;— again we say no where out of the city can students resort with 
greater prospect of professional improvement, than to Woodstock. We 
wish this flourishing Institution all possible success. 
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Copy Right in Lectures, —The question as to what right a Lecturer has 
in his oral Lectures— and whether he can prevent their being published 
by any one who may attend them and take notes for the purpose, has re- 
cently been brought before the Courts of our city. Dr. Mott applied to 
the Court of Chancery, for an Injunction restraining Dr. James A. Houston 
from publishing his, Dr. Mott^s Lectures, in the Lancet. This Injunction 
was sought on two grounds, first, that Dr. Mott had hired Dr. H. to take 
notes of the lectures, and paid him a valuable consideration therefor, and 
that part of the bargain was, that no public use should be made of the 
notes. The second ground, was the general principle that a public Lec- 
turer has a right in his lectures, and that it is a violation of that right for 
any person to publish the lecture, or notes of it, that notes can only be ta- 
ken for the individual benefit of the student, and not to be published for 
gain. These were the grounds on which Dr. Mott sought to prevent the 
publication of his lectures in the Lancet. In support of the application 
David Graham, Esq., appeared before the Assistant Vice-Chancellor, Mur- 
ray Hoffman, Esq., and Dr. Houston was defended by Mr. Sherwood. — 
The case was fully argued on both bides, and on Wednesday last the 
opinion of the court was given. The Assistant Vice-Chancellor held, that 
the State Courts had no jurisdiction in the matter, it belonging exclusively 
to the U. S. Courts, upon that ground the injunction was, substantially, dis- 
solved. The learned judge however expressed a very decided opinion^ 
that Dr, Mott could restrain the Editor of the Lancet, from publishing his 
lectures, on the ground of the bargain alledged by Dr. M. to have been 
made, whereby, Dr. H. expressly stipulated that he would make no such 
use of the notes, which Dr. M. employed him to take. As to the general 
question, whether a public lecturer can restrain a student, or other person 
from publishing the notes he may take of the lecture, the Court had great 
doubts. The decision of Lord Eldon in the case of Mr. Abemethy, versus 
The Lancet,* could not be considered as settling the law upon this matter, 
although it is quoted with approbation by Judge Story, and Chancellor 
Kent.t 

ANALYTICAL DEPARTMENL 

Continued Fever, — The last number of the British and Foreign Medical 
Review, contains a long and very clever, though, to speak the exact truth, 
rather flippant review on continued fever, and especially on the identity 

• It seems to be a very general opinion among medical men, that in this case the 
English Coart of Chancery, decided against the right of a lectarer to prevent the 
publication of his lectures, this is a mistake, the decision was exactly the reverse. 
Lord Eldon gave a long and very able opinion in favor of Mr. Aberneihy, in which 
he sustained fully, the ground taken bv the plaintiff, viz. ; •* that a lecturer had a 
right in his lectures, which none of his hearers coald invade, by publishing notes of 
bis lectures." At a subsequent stage of the proceedings the contest was abandoned 
by Mr. Abernethy, and consequently the injunction was dissolved by defauli, no one 
appearing to support it. As the law now stands in England, the right in question is 
possessed by every public leclurer,lheexpediency of exercising this right is of course 
another and a very different Question. 

t We understand that Dr. M. has appealed from this decision, and proposes to 
pursue the matter in the higher Courts. 
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or non-identity, of the continued ferer of France and England. We shall 
make some extracts from this paper, not that the matter is, all of it, reiy 
new, but that it gives conrenient summaries of known facts— for example 
the doctrines of Louis on Fever, are succinctly and for the most part ac« 
curately stated in the following propositions. 

1st. The different species of continued fever, admitted by Pine], (and 
these answer to the different forms of continued fever, with or without or* 
ganic complication, admitted by English writers) are all referable to a sin* 
gie malady— the typhoid affection. 

2d. Their aniatomical character is a special lesion of the patches of 
Peyer, and of the mesenteric glands, a lesion inseparable from its exist- 
ence, and one which develops itself in a more regular and fixed manner, 
than the anatomical character of any of the phlegmasise. 

3d. This lesion is developed before any one of the organic changes 
that attend the disease, except probably, an altered condition of the blood. 

4th. It is specific, differing in its characters, from those of ordinary in- 
flammation. 

5th. The general trait of t^e gastro-intestinal surface, is not necessari- 
ly implicated. 

6th. The disease is attended wi^ a marked proneness to membranous 
ulceration. 

7th. The typhoid affection is not strictly assimilable to the exanthemata. 

8th. It occurs but^once in a life-time. 

9ih. It is not observed in individuals who have passed a certain age ; 
about 50. 

10th. It originates spontaneously and in contagion. 

These are the doctrines of Louis ; his cotemporaries do not agree with 
him on all points. 

As to the first proposition, that essential fevers constitute but a single 
malady, it is now admitted by all the best observers in Paris ; Cl^omel, 
Bouillaud, dtc. &c. 

As to the second, the invariable presence of the lesion ofPeyer's plates, 
some difference exists. Andral says, *< the lesions are detected in 98 ca- 
ses in a hundred, (about)." ChomeU though he has not in fi^e years 
met with a single case of typhoid affection, unattended by this lesion, 
only ventures to say ** if it be not constant, in the strict acceptation of the 
term, its total absence is extremely rare."* 

Rostan thinks that ** continued fever does in rare instances exist in Paris, 
without the Peyerian disease." 

But are not the glands of Peyer often diseased in other affections, be- 
sides the typhoid \ Undoubtedly, but not in the same way, the changes 
in the glands which are met with in scarlatina, in epidemic cholera, in 

* How strongly and how bonorablv does this caution and reserve, in such men as 
Andral aad Chomel. contrast with the rash geDeralizations. the wholesale assertions 
and the confident dogmatism, so commonly seen in men whose opportunities of ob- 
servation, bear about the ^ame proportion to those of the Parisian Profes-sors, as do 
their powers of observing, to that possessed in so eminent a degree by Chomel, 
and in which Andreal is bat little his inferior. Will these men never Jearn thai 
modesty and self distrust are the true and nearly the inseparable characteristics of 
science. 
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yellow ferer, in phthisis and in children dying of cholera infantum, can 
be distinguished from the specific lesion, which characterizes typhoid fe- 
ver. This specific lesion consists in a deposit, of a yellowish-grey matter 
in the sub-mucous cellular tissue ; the softening of which is the first step 
in the process of ulceration of Peyer's plates. When this matter has be- 
come soft, and beeins to break down, the ulceration progresses towards, 
and finally through the mucous coat of the intestines, this constitutes ul- 
ceration of Peyer's plates as we ordinarily see it ; when the ulcer is thus 
formed it may progress deeper towards the peritoneal coat, and finally pen- 
etrate that membrane, constituting perforation, which is one of the fatal 
terminations of the disease. 

These appearances are not met with in other diseases, in scarlatina you 
find redness and thickening but not ulceration. In cholera the plates are 
less elevated, and though the mucous surface is destroyed, and the surfa- 
ces of the plates become retiform, yet the sub-mucous tissue is never to 
the same extent infiltrated by yellowish-grey plastic exudation. In phthi- 
sis the plates are infiltrated by tuberculous matter, as are also the mesen- 
teric glands ; so much for the connexion between the specific or peculiar 
lesion of Peyer's plates, and the typhoid affection. 

That the typhoid affection, as observed in Paris, occurs but once in a 
life time, that is, that a first attack ensures immunity for the future, seems 
generally admitted by all the accurate observers. 

Its contagiousness is more debated ; Chomel inclines to the opinion .that 
it is contagious to a limited degree. Forget, of Strasbourg, takes the same 
view, but the opposite opinion is held by Andral, by Bouillaud, by Val- 
laix, &c. &c. 

On the question whether the lesion of Peyer's plates is the cause of the 
typhoid symptoms, M. Louis is less bold than his disciples. He does not 
distinctly assert the causation, but evidently inclines that way, he goes to 
a great deal of trouble to refute the arguments of those who deny this 
connexion of cause and effect, though as we said, he himself does not 
distinctly assert it. Many of his foUowers vehemently affirm it. Louis 
however, by admitting as extremely probable the infection of the blood, 
as pre-existent to the lesion of Peyer's plates, certainly puU thatleision in 
the secondary order. 

Whether the inflammation and subsequent ulceration of Peyer's plates, 
ts or is not the cause, or essential lesion, to speak more accurately, of ty- 
phoid fever, it is most assuredly a most important feature in the disease, 
and a great measure of its danger. One of its results, perforation of the 
intestinal coats is the immediate cause of death, in 9 per cent of the fatal 
cases. Andral recognizes the importance of the Peyerian lesion, and 
Cruveilheir says, " it appears to regulate the course and phases of the 
malady. 



Tenotomy. — At a recent meeting of the Academy of Medicine in Paris, 
M. Bouvier read a paper on this subject, particularly in reference to the 
section of the flexors of the hand. While M. B. does justice to the great 
value of tenotomy in some cases, he is convinced that these sub-cutane- 
«as sections have been carried too far. There are many cases in which 
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it U useless, and among these may be reckoned the section of the flexor 
tendons of the hand in cases of retraction. 

Here the operation is attended with the great inconvenience of leaving 
the hand without the power of motion. 

This has actually happened to a foreign surgeon, on whom the operation 
was performed with all the eclat with which the great Tenotomists usually 
surround their operations. The unfortunate result of the operation is further 
confirmed by experiments on animals, by which M . B. has ascertained that 
wheif the flexor tendons are divided, the intermediate substance by which 
the cut tendon is united, contracts adhesions to the surrounding structures 
which considerably restrict that freedom and amplitude of motion, which 
is so essential to the use of the hand. From all this> M. B. concludes 
that in cases of contraction of the fingers, mechanical means of overcom- 
ing the difficulty, are to be preferred to the section of the tendons. 

Remarks,—To us it appears that this objection to tenotomy has but 
little force, if the operation be well performed, if due care be taken by a 
timely resort to passive motion, &c., the adhesions to which M. B. alludes, 
may be prevented, but here again we encounter a difficulty much more for- 
midable than it is generally supposed to be, if passive motion be begun too 
soon, or carried too far, the connecting ligament will be stretched, power 
over the muscle thus lo|t, and the state of the patient be very much worse 
than before he was operated on, this has happened here and elsewhere ; 
what then, shall we abandon tenotomy ? by no means, it must not be aban- 
doned but reformed. Tenotomy must be performed as other operations 
should be, carefully, with due consideration, and above all, with due care for 
the patient afterwards. As a mere surgical operation it is a small aflaix 
indeed ; still little as there is of it, that little must be done well, and the 
patient must be well cared for after the operation. 

It is by neglect of subsequent care, that more operations fail than from 
being badly done at the time ; the mere cutting, much the easiest and 
simplest part of the affair, is usually well enough done, and that because 
it is generally well studied ; the surgeon prepares himself thoroughly for 
that, but for the subsequent treatment, much the most difficult and infinitely 
the most scientific part of the surgeons duty, how often is that neglected, 
left to ignorant assistants or even to nurses, or, so to speak, to chance. 

It is to neglect of this sort after the operation of tenotomy that we ar^ 
inclined to, attribute its failure in many cases and its disastrous result in 
others. Let those who perform it then, see to it, that the operation lose 
no credit in their hands. 

This last phrase recalls to our minds an expression of Prof. Mott, which 
we will here take the liberty to quote. In a consultation ^n which he was 
urged by a younger man to perform an operation which he. Dr. M., thought 
would do no good, as the patient would necessarily die, and perhaps 
even die on the table, he said, '* I don't like to do it, I am confidei^ . 
it will fail, and if it does, the failure will bring disgrace upon operative sur- 
gery !" This is an admirable sentiment, and we heartily wish that many 
of those who share the distinguished Professor's fondness for operative sur- 
gery, would be as careful as he, not to disgrace it. The love of opera- 
rations which leads a man to be unwilling, to bring them into discredit, 
is a love with which we assuredly shall never Quarrel. 
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Diagnosis of Pregnancy mth three Children, — Dr. Bell Fletcher, Phyef- 
cian to the General Dispensary, Birmingham, has communicated in the 
Lancety (September lith, 1841,) the following very interesting case. 

Mary Coleman, aged 30, presented herself as a patient at the General 
Dispensary of Birmingham on the Slst of July, 1840. Her tongue was 
foul, and bowels inactive ; the abdomen was extremely large, and the 
thighs and legs very (edematous. She had supposed herself pregnant, but 
is now so large and her legs are so much swelled, that she thinks herself 
dropsical. Menstruation has ceased for some months. 

On examination of the abdomen, the uterus was found extraordinarily 
enlarged. On applying the stethescope the sound called ** bruit placen- 
tahre"' was heard in the usual position, and the pulsations of three distinct 
foetal hearts in the following situations : — Six inches to the right of the 
navel, and on a line drawn across the abdomen two inches below it, a foBtal 
heart was heard beating distinctly ; on the left side of the navel about six 
inches, and on the same transverse line, was heard another foetal heart, 
equally distinct as the former ; and about four inches above the navel on 
the median line, was heard another pulsation of a foetal heart, but much 
less distinct than the other two. These pulsations, although correspond- 
ing apparently with each other in frequency, were quite distinct, for on as* 
cultating around each, the sound of the one was ci>mpletely lost before the 
other was distinguished ; the two former became inaudible about three 
inches from the points indicated ; the last spoken of was scarcely audible 
at an inch distant from the point mentioned, it was very faint, but I felt 
convinced that it was independent of either of the others, and stated to her 
and others that I believed that her womb contained 3 children. On the 
27th of September, 1840, she brought forth three little girls, who are alive 
and fine healthy children at this time. 



Beneficial effects of Narcotism in some obstinate cases of Neuralgia.-— M. 
Levrat read to the Academy of Medicine at their meeting of the 8th June 
last, a memoir on this subject. From the results of his long practice, it 
appears that opium given to the extent of producing narcotism, often cures 
cases of neuralgia which have resisted the most varied and most active 
treatment. This mode of treatment may appear alarming at first, but 
when directed by a physician, who can watch the progress of the phe- 
nomena, regulate the administration of the drug, and combat its efiects 
when excessive, it is not dangerous. Five cases successfully treated by 
this method were related. 



eiEANINeS. 



A new form of malingering has recently been detected among the con- 
scripts of France. In the department of Lovre and Cher, the authorities 
have given for years certificates of exemption for a peculiar kind of de- 
formity, viz. : the superposition of two toes. The frequent recurrence of 
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the same deformity excited suspicion, and on investigation it was found 
that there were certain individuals who made a trade of disabling soldiers. 
The operation consisted in either breaking or luxating one of the toes, 
Chen bringing it over and across the others and confining it in that posi- 
tion till perfect consolidation had taken place. The fee for this honest 
piece of service was usually, from one hundred to one hundred and twen- 
ty francs, (from 18 to 22 dollars). Sometimes, it fell so low as forty-five 
francs, (about 8 1-2 dollars). All the parties were tried and condemned, 
the operators to five, six, and nine months imprisonment, the patients to 

three months. Deaths in Boston, week ending Jan. 15, 48. From 

Consumption, 6. Deaths in city and town of Hartford, Conn., for the 

past year— 191. In New Haven, for 1841 — 315, colored, 25. A 

colored woman recently died in New Jersey, aged, as supposed, 114 
years ; she was called grand-ma, by*a cherub of seventy. 



Medical Appointments, — Henry Bronson, of VVaterbury, Conn., has re- 
ceived the nomination for the vacant Professorship of Materia Medica and 
Therapeutics in the Medical Institution of Yale College, vacated by re- 
signation of Dr. Tully. 



-Obituary. — Died at Warren, R. I., Dr. Jeremiah Williams, a leading 
member of the Profession. 



VERMONT MEDICAL COLLEGE, AT WOODSTOCK, SESSION OF 1842. 

The Lectures in this Institution will be commenced on Thursday, the 10th of March, and will 
be continued thirteen weeks. 

Theory and Practice of Medicine and Obstetrics, by 11. H. Childs, M. D. 

Medical Jurisprudence, by the Hon. Jacob Collamer, A. M. 

Pathology, and Materia Medica, by Alonzo Clark, M. D. 

Anatomy and Physiology, by Benjamin R. Palmer, M. D. 

Principles and Practice of Surgery, by Frank H, Hamilton, M. D. 

Chemistry and Botany, by Joseph B. Clarke, M. D. 

Demonstrator of Anatomy. Osmon L. Huntley, M. D. 

Fee for all the Lectures. $50— to third and fourth course students $10. 

Graduation Fe:>, $18. Board may be had, including fuel, light, washing, *c., for $1,50 to $3,00 per 
week. The Lectures on Surgery, Theory and Practice of Medicine, Anatomy and Chemistry, will 
be commenced at the opening of the Session. 

N. Williams, Secretary. 

Th« Law of New York requiring the graduates of other states to pus an examination by the c«n- 
sors of the Medical Society, before being permitted to practice In that State, waa repealed at the 
last Session of tho Legislature. 

January Itf, 1843. 

DR. CHAPIN'S UTERO-ABDOMINAL SUPPORTERS. 
Trusseit Sutpensory Bandages, ^c. 

The subscriber having appointed Dr. Uriah Turner, General Agent for the above, a constant sup 
ply will be kept at the Office of the Medical Gazette, No. 131 Fulton Street— Liberal discount 
to wholesale purchasers. 

Many eminent pbyKicians in the city give these Instruments the preference, and those practitioners 
unacquainted with them, can scarce be aware of the relief they afford in one of the most distress- 
ing class of dlseaseD with which the female sex are afflicted. J. R. Chapin. 

Nev, York, Oct. 32, 1841. 

Dr. Turner is also Agent for Dr. Haynes' 

UTERO-ABDOMINAL SUPPORTERS. 
An entirely new article, highly spoken of in the Boston and Philadelphia Medical Journals, and ex- 
tensirelj used in the former city. Physicians are respectfuUy invited to cell and examine them. 
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SPRING COURSE OF LECTURES AT THE gOLLEGE OF PHY- 
8ICIANS AND SURGEONS, 

No. 67 Crosby Strett, New York. 

The AMOciatiea bv whom the tpring course of Lectures wis last Tear delivered, hare the plea- 
sure to inform the Medical Profession and Students of Medicine, that the course will be re-com- 
menced next sTpring, with an additional number of lecturers, and as they hope, with added facilities 
for Medical Instruction. The course will commence on Mondar, the Slst of March, 1843, and cot*- 
tlmio till the 1st of June. Three Lectures will be delivered daily, except Saturday— hours from nine 
to twelve, A M. 

The following Lectures will constitute the course : 
* On the Diseases of the Eye, by Geo. Wilkes, M. D., Surgeon to the New ICork Bye Infirmary. 
Clinical instruction at the Infirmarv. 

On Surgical Anatomy, by G. Buck, M. D., Surgeon to the New York Hospital. 

On the Diseases of the SUn, by H. D. Buikley, M. D.— Clinical Instruct!^ at the New Toik 
Dispensary. 

On the Pathology of the Female Organs of Generation, br C. R. Oilman, M. D., Professor of Ob- 
stetrics and the Diseases of Women and Children in the College of Physicians and Surgeons. 

On Materia Medica, (new articles), by B. McCready, M. D. 

On the Diseases of the Mind, by J. Macdonald, M. D., late Superintendant of the Bloomingdale 
Asylum, now of the Retreat at Murray Hill. 

on Operative Surgery, by W. Parker, M. D., Professor of Surgery la the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons. 

On the Anatomy of the Nervous System, by J. Qnackenboss, M. D., Demonstrator of Anatomy, in 
the College of Physicians and Surgeons. 

On the Diseases of the Abdominal Viscera, by W. C. Roberts, M. D. 

On the Diseases of the Chest, Percussion and Auscultation, by J. A. Swett, M. D. Clinical In- 
struction at the New York Dispensary. 

On Clinical Surgery and Surgical Pathology, by J. Watson, M. D., Surgeon to the New Yoik Hos- 
pital. This course will be delivered at the JSospital. 

On Fractures and Dislocations, by R. Watu, Jr., M. D., Professor of Anatomy in the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons. „« ... 

As this course was originally undertaken and is now prosecuted with the single aim of doing 
something for the cause of sound and thorough Medical Education, and particularly to develope the 
great advantages which New York, by her superior sise, and by the consequent abundance and va< 
riety of Diseases which are met with in her Hospitals, Alma-house and Dispensaries, offers Uj the 
Student of Practical Medicine and Surgery, the Association have determined to continue the fee 
for the Conne at a price merely nominal— intending thereby to place the instruction offered, within 
the reach of all who are anxious for Professional improvement. 

Fee for all the Lectures, $10. 
New York,^October, S8th, 1841. 

Observations on Strabismus, with engravings, &c., by Alfred C. Post, M. D., one of the Surgeons 
of the N. Y. Hospital, formerly one of the Surgeons of the N. Y. Eye Infirmary, Ac. &c. Published 
and sold by Charles S. Francis, S53, Broadway. 



GEO. TIEMAN, 63 CHATHAM ST.— SURGICAL INSTRUMENT MAKER.— Has on hand all 
kinds of Surgeons' Instruments, warranted of the best workmanship. Every variety of Instruments 
made to order at short notice. From a long experience in Europe and America, O. T. feels confi 
dent in recommending his Instruments to his old customers, and Surgeons generally, and solicits a 
continuance of their patronage. 
NnoYork^Julyil, 1841. 

WM. B. GOULDINO, 85 1-2 CHATHAM STREET.— SURGICAL INSTRUMENT MAKER IN 
GENERAL.— Has on hand, and makes to order, all kinds of Surgical Instruments, of the most im- 
proved patterns, and of the best workmanshie. From a long experience in manufactunng, he feels 
confident in recommending his instruments to the faculty in general, to whom he returns his thanks 
forpast favors, and solicits a continuation of their patronage. 

He begs leave to call the attention of the profession to an instrument recently invented for intro- 
ducing suppositories into the rectum, dl;c. in cases of irritation or inflammation of that tube, or of the 
neighboring parts. 

New York, Septmmher 1, 1841. ly. 

- THE NEW YORK MEDICAL GAZETTE la pubUshed every Wednesday, by Uriah Turner, M. 
D., No. 121 Fulton St., entrance through Dean A Trevett's Bookstore, to whom all communications 
should be addressed, poet paid. Price $S per annum, pajrable in advance— alter three months $4. 
No subscriptions received for less than one year. 

By the regulations of the Post Ofilce Department, Post-Masters are allowed to forward, under their 
frank, letters written by themselves, containing money to pay the subscription of third parties to 
any periodical. To render th^perforraance of this act of courtesy less borthensome, the letter should 
be prepared for the Post-Master's signature, by the person wishing to avail himself of the privilege. 
If tnis is done, the favor will rarely be denied by any Poet-Master. Advertisements inserted on fa 
vorable terms. 

DEAN, PRINTER, 2 ANN STREET. 
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ORieiNAL DEPARTMENT. 



To the Editor of the New York Medical Gazette : 

Dbab Snt: — 

I am disposed to believe that some remarks on injuries inflicted 
by instruments during parturition, which appeared in a recent num- 
ber of the Gazette, have reference to a case which some time 
since fell under my own observation. Believing that the details of 
this case may not be uninteresting to your readers ; and hoping 
that they may serve as another warning against hasty and injudi* 
cious interference, especially with instruments, in similar cases ; with 
your indulgence, I am induced to make them public. 

JOHN WATSON. 

A robust Irish washer-woman, about 38 years old, the mother of 
several children, after having lived a few years in a state of widow- 
hood, was married for the second time, rather more than a year 
since, and becoming pregnant went her full term. The labor be* 
gan at midnight, between the 15th and 16th of October, and con- 
tinned to progress properly until the rupture of the membranes at 9 
o'clock on the following morning. The pains now began to subside 
and the rest of the day was spent in ineflectual and very feeble ef» 
forts on the part of the uterus to expel its contents. The ignorant 
midwife who at first had charge of the patient became alarmed at 
the delay, and at 7 o'clock in the evening the patient was visited by 
a physician. 

The gentleman who now took charge of the case, finding the wo- 
man much exhausted and the uterus inactive, immediately adminis* 
tered a dose of ergot, which failed to produce its desired effect, and 
about 1 1 o'clock at night, he proceeded, as I was informed by the 
husband of the patient, to deliver her with instruments. The mani- 
pulations with the instruments were continued about half an hour ; 

4 
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shot ; the other was of an oval shape, and would have contained a 
large apple-seed. In another portion of this ovarium, a small yel- 
lowish body was found, which I supposed to have been the remains 
of a cyst similar to the two which have been described, but of an 
older date, and not containing any cavity. Near the fimbriated 
extremity of the r'ljjai Fallopian tube, was a small vesicle of an 
oval form, half an inch in its longest diameter, connected with this 
tube by a distinct pedicle, and having several vessels containing red 
blood ramifying over its surface; it contained a clear lemon-colored 
serum. Two smaller vesicles of the same kind were found near 
the extremity of the left Fallopian tube. There were also two 
small vesicles of a similar structure within the cervix uteri ; but 
these were not pediculated, but were firmly attached to the inner 
surface of the womb. There was no hymen, and the vagina was of 
ample dimensions. 

Remarks. By. Prof. Gilmah. It is very diflicult to say whether 
the abnormal appearances observed in this case were the result of 
impregnation, or not On a first examination of the parts, which 
I had an opportunity of niaking, through the politeness of Dr. Post, 
I was very strongly inclined to think, that impregnation had not 
taken place, further reflection has led me to hesitate and pronounce 
the case one of great difficulty. The circumstances which favor 
the idea of impregnation, are 

1st. The character of the female; though not openly licentious — 
she was strondy suspected of unchastity. The appearance and 
amplitude of the vagina, though not decisive, strengthened this sus- 
picion. 

2d. The appearance of the uterus ; it exactly resembled one in 
the Atlas of Boivin and Dug6s, which is there figured as the uterus of 
a woman dying in the first weeks of pregnancy. These were the 
chief reasons for supposing the case one of impregnation. Against 
that view the following considerations strongly militate : 

1st. The woman was known to have menstruated within a week 
of h^r death. This renders impregnation improbable — but I do not 
lay great stress upon it; because, in the first place there may have 
been a mistake about the fact, and even if the fact were true, 
she may have menstruated, being pregnant. The main objection 
to the idea of impregnation, however, is the appearance of the ova- 
ries. We have here two cysts containing coagulated blood, the 
cavity in the one the size of a duck shot, in the other of an apple- 
seed, both beinff surrounded by thick coats of a yellowish color. In 
another part of the organ we have a small yellowish body, which 
as the Dr. observes, was probably the remains of a cyst similar in 
structure to the others. 

Now if we suppose the largest of these cysts to be a corpus lu- 
teum, its size ana condition would indicate that pregnancy had ad 
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▼anced beyond the second month, for Robert Lee found the corpus 
luteum in a -woman -who died at two months, large enough to con- 
* tain a small teaspoonful of fluid. In the present case the cyst was 
much smaller^ and the inference is that gestation had yet further ad- 
vanced, as we know that the cavity of the corpus luteum goes on 
diminishing as gestation advances. Such are the fair deductions 
to be made from the state of the ovarian cyst ; pregnancy must 
have gone beyond the second month. Now the state of the uterus 
is utterly inconsistent with the idea of a three months pregnancy. — 
It was not at all enlarged. 

Again, if we suppose that the larger cyst was a corpus luteum, 
what shall we say of the smaller ? Not, that it was also a corpus 
luteum, the result of the same impregnation, two ovules having been 
fecundated and the woman pregnant of twins — the difference in the 
size and development of the two, forbids such a supposition. But 
even though we could admit this, what shall we say of the small 
yellow spots ? Was it another corpus luteum ? This is clearly 
most improbable. 

Setting aside then the idea of impregnation, the question arises 
were these abnormal appearances connected in any way with men- 
struation ? We refer particularly to the cysts, &c., in the ovaries. 

That there exists a very close connexion between the ovaries and 
the menstrual function, is an idea at least as old as Friend, who alludes 
to it in his Emmenologia. Dr. John Power in his Essavson the Peri- 
odic discharge of the Human Female, promulgated a tlieory of men- 
struation, which made the function depend on the ovaries. These, 
however, were mere theories. The first important fact bearing 
upon the subject is the case in which Pott extirpated the ovaria 
in an operation for inguinal hernia. The woman who had before 
been regular, ceased to menstruate. {Vide PotCs Works Vol 2, 
p. 210.) 

Since that time a number of cases have been observed, in which 
the ovaries not being present, the female did not menstruate. No 
case has ever been observed, where the organs being absent the 
function was performed or even attempted. The next important 
fact bearin<; on the connexion between the ovaries and menstrua- 
tion, was observed by Mr. Cruikshanks, and published in the Trans- 
lations of the Royal Society, for 1797. " I have,** says he " in my 
possession the uterus and ovaries of a young woman who died with 
the menses upon her. The external membranes of the ovaries were 
burst at one place, from whence, I suspect an ovum escaped, de- 
scended through the tube into the uterus, and was washed away by 
the menstrual blood." • 

This observation of Cruikshanks', seems to have been disregarded 
or remained unknown for many vears. Even, Power writing in 
1832, and attempting to establish theoretically this very idea, of an 
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escape of an ovum at every roeDstrual period, makes as I believe^ 
no allusion to the observation of Cruikshanks'. 

In 1833, Dr. Robert Lee in an article on the diseases of the 
ovaria in the Cyclopedia of Practical Medicine, (vol. 3, p. 225, et 
seq.) reported 4 cases in which he examined the uterus and ovaries 
of females dying during menstruation. In each of these cases the 
ovaries was found congested, and a small aperture with thin^ irregu- 
lar edgeSf in the peritoneal coat. This vascularity and the opening 
in the peritoneal coat was found in all the cases ; in one, the cavity 
was very small and simply vascular, in another a graafian vesicle 
filled with transparent fluid was found just beneath the opening — 
in the third a small coagulum of blood projected from the peritoneal 
opening, and the cavity to which it led was filled with a clot. There 
were in this ovary two other cysts, one filled with a clear ropy fluid 
and the other with semi-flaid blood. In Lee's fourth case there was 
** scarcely the appearance of a cavity beneath the opening." 

Such were the facts observed by Lee. His deduction from them 
I give in his own words — ** it is extremely probable that all the phe- 
nomena of menstruation depend upon, or are connected with some 
peculiar changes in the graafian vesicles, in conseqoeece of which 
an opening is formed in their peritoneal and proper coats. Wheth- 
er an entire vesicle, or only the fluid it contains escapes from this 
opening, further observation must decide. He adds, ** it is evident 
that an ovum, by which is usually meant an embryo and its mem- 
branes, does not pass from the ovary during menstruation as an 
ovum is never found but as a consequence of impregnation."* 

In 1839, (Sendrin, of La Petie, in the second volume of his Traite 
Philosophique de Medicine Pratique, published five cases in which 
he observed the post mortem appearances, in women dying during 
menstruation. In all of these the peritoneal opening with its irreg- 
ular jagged edge was observed, and in one thefimbrice of the Fallo- 
pian tube were attached to the ovary over the openings thus establish- 
ing a continuity of canals as during the act of impregnation. In all 
these cases the uterus was found very vascular and congested, and 
containing bloody mucus, the tubes too were dilated and filled with 
the same bloody fluid. 

From these facts, M. Gendrin inferred, that graafian vesicles are, 
in the healthy female, constantly produced, and that at each menstru- 
ation, a vesicle bursts, and an ovum is discharged into the Fallopian 
tube, reaches the uterus, and is passed off with the flux. These are 
the views of Gendrin. As matter of literary history it may be well 
to mention that Prof. Negrier, of the Medical School, at Angiers, 
claims to have made similar observation as early as 1832. He has 

* This assertion thoagh pretty generally belieyed at the time it was made, is now 
known to be inaccurate. Parkinje and others have detected the embryo, in the 
unimpregnated ovule in the mammalia. 
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since developed them in a work on the ovaries, published in Paris, 
in 1839—40. 

Dr. Lee communicated to the Medico Chirurg. Society, another 
case of the same kind as those previously published — it may be found 
in the 22d vol. of the Society's Transactions, p. 335. 

These are all the facts on record as to the connexion between 
the ovaries and menstruation. Now let us return to the case of Dr. 
Post Were the changes he notes so similar to those observed by 
Cruikshanks, Lee, and G^ndrin, that we can safely and certainly 
refer them to the menstrual function. 

The similarity between the cases of Lee and those of Gendrin is 
very striking — does the same hold as to the present case ? Clearly 
not. There was in the first place no peritoneal opening. This how- 
ever may be accounted for by the fact, that their patients most of 
them died during the flow, this woman not till afterwards. The 
peritoneal wound may have healed. But the size of the cavity dif- 
fers essentially. In most of the cases, the cavity is spoken of as 
very small, scarce appearing, &c. In this case it was the size of a 
duck-shot. The yellow color of the wall of the cyst, is not men- 
tioned by either Lee or Gendrin. Yet had it existed they surely 
would have noted it. The two cysts of different sizes, and the yel- 
low mark, the remains of a similar cyst, arc as unexplainable on the 
supposition of menstruation as of pregnancy. 

Looking then at this interesting case in ail its aspects — I am in- 
inclined to suggest the following explanation as a probable sokition 
of its difficulties. I believe that the appearances in the ovaries were 
all corpora lutea, and that the presence of three of them is to be ex- 

Klained by the woman having aborted afler each impregnation. — 
lontgomery remarks **the corpus luteum of a preceding concep- 
tion is never to be found along with that of a more recent, where 
gestation has arrived at its full term, but in cases of miscarriage re* 
pealed at short intervah it mat/.* The great diflScuIty in this case 
IS, as I before remarked, that the size of the corpus luteum would 
indicate an advanced stage of pregnancy, while that of the uterus 
forbids such a suppcTsition. If we suppose abortion to have taken 
place at the time when the girl was supposed to have menstruated ; 
we have at once an explanation of the case, **If," says Montgom- 
ery "the contents of the uterus are prematurely expelled, so that 
gestation ceases, the corpus luteum soonbegint to exhibit a decided 
alteration in all of its characteristics, until at length it disappears.^! 
Repeated abortions then, at short intervals, will explain the appear- 
ances in this case — they account for the discrepancy between the 
state of the corpus loteum and that of the uterus, the bne indicating 
an advanced period of pregnancy, the other incompatible with such 

• Montgomery on Pre^ancy, p. 153. 
tibid. p. 163 
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a period. For though when pregnancy progresses regularly, the 
uterus will increase in size as the corpus luteum diminishes, yet let 
abortion take place and the reverse happens, the uterus returns to 
its normal condition, while the changes by which the corpus luteum 
is diminished and finally disappears altogether, progress with even 
greater rapidity than before. 

I ought to apologize both to Dr. Post, and to the readers of the 
Gazette, for the extent of my comments, but the interest of the case 
has tempted me on almost unconsciously. 



Report of a Case of Compound Fracture^ and prosecution for Mai* 
Practice^ in which Wm. Smith was Plaintiff y and Drs, Goodtbar 
and Hyde, Defendants, at Courtland Village, N. F., March, 1841. 
With Notes by A. B. Shifman, M. D. 

A pamphlet of 35 pages with the above title was received some 
time since, but having been omitted for want of time at the mo- 
ment, was mislaid, and has thus been neglected longer than we in- 
tended. 

The following were the substantial facts elicited on the trial. 

On the 4th of July, 1839, Wm. Smith, a stout, robust man, a^ed 
50 years, in good health, but addicted to intemperance, fell from the 
roof of a building, by the giving way of the scaffolding, and broke 
both bones of his leg — ^the tibia about 2, and fibula about 4 inches 
from the ancle joint. The fracture was transverse, except a small 
piece next the nbual, which was chipped out. There was a wound 
of the soft parts about 4 inches in length through which the tibia 
protruded. ' 

Dr. Shipman having been called, replaced the bones, applied three 
splints, adhesive straps and Scultetus' bandage. 

The next day the patient was removed to the Aims-House, and 
placed under care of Drs. Goodyear and Hyde, the defendants. 

July 13th a consultation was called, to decide on the propriety of 
amputation. The patient at this time (10 days after the accident) 
was in the following condition. His leg lay over a double inclined 
plane — the bone protruding two inches through the wound, dry, dark 
and destitute of vitality — foot turned off and distorted, with retrac- 
tion of the muscles and shortening of the limb — limb swollen and 
inflamed to the knee — upper part of the wound healed, and granu- 
lations healthy — patient suffered much pain, but free from fever — 
appetite and pulse good — tongue clean — bowels regular. 

Drs. Hyde and Goodyear maintained the necessity of immediate 
amputation, assigning as a reason, that from the heat of the weather^ 
and habits of the patient, a fever was sure to follow and prove fatal ; 
while Dr. Shipman and others who were present, advised removal 
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of the dead portion of bone, reducing and dressing in the usual 
method ; insisting that amputation was dan^erouSf cruel and un- 
called for. The defl's. continued obstinate, high words ensued, and 
the consultation broke up in confusion, leaving the patient to *.' chew 
the cud of sweet and bitter fancies." 

July 23, (19 days subsequent to the accident, and 9 from the first 
consultation,) the question being submitted to the patient, he selected 
Dr. ^hipman, assisted by Drs. Carpenter and Patterson, to attend 
him ; and Drs. 6. & H. were dismissed. 

They found the limb with only a loose cloth over it, much pain in 
the heel which had sloughed to the bone, and was sore from pressure 
of the inclined plane — the bone protruding and limb distorted, and 
the wound covered with pus and maggots. 

They removed about an inch of dead bone, and after reducing it, 
applied splints and adhesive straps. 

The wound healed kindly and in the Spring, Smith returned to his 
ordinary labor with very little lameness^ — ^the limb being shortened 
about 1 1-4 inches, a small sinus remaining which subsequently 
healed. 

In March, 1841, the patient brought his action for^amases, vs. 
Drs. Goodyear & Hyde, at the Circuit Court at Courtland County. 
The testimony on the trial appeared directed to three principal 
points. 

1st. Ought the limb to have been amputated 7 

2nd. If not, was excision of the bone at that period, good practice ? 

dd. Did the patient suffer from neglect and mal-treatment of de- 
fendants? On this last point we suppose, was founded the principal 
claim for damages. 

Here there was some discrepancy in the testimony — all the plain- 
tiff's witnesses testify that in every instance when they saw it, it was 
entirely without dressing, except a loose cloth thrown over it. — 
While two of the dePts. assert that they assisted in dressing it once 
or more — all however admit that the foot fell over each time it was 
dressed. Leaving us to conclude that it was sometimes dressed 
and sometimes neglected. This neglect was probably less from 
want of skill and judgment, than from a fixed impression that the 
limb must be amputated. 

With respect to amputation, 4 physicians gave their opinion on the 
trial, none of them havmg seen the case, that it should have been per- 
formed ; while six were decidedly of a different opinion. Of the 
former, was Prof. Jas* Webster, of Rochester, who also considered 
it bad practice removing the dead bone, instead of waiting nature^s 
efforts. 

While some of the witnesses knew no authority for excinding the 
dead bone, others saw no harm (for two or three weeks) in permit- 
ting the foot to fall over, or in allowing the bone to remain out of 
place, protruding through the gaping wound. 
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Amid 8o mach conflicting testimony the plaintiff was induced to 
withdraw his case. Whether wisely or not we leave each one to 
judge for himself. 

Remarks, — ^We are opposed to public appeals where " doctors 
disagree" not only because they tend to lower the dignity of a pro- 
fession, already sufficiently degraded in public estimation, but be- 
cause there is faint hope of justice being awarded by the decision of 
persons necessarily incompetent to appreciate the merits of the ques* 
tions they are called on to decide. But this case having obtained 
extensive notoriety, we dosire that truth should prevail, and in fur- 
therance of this end we willingly contribute our mite that equal and 
exact justice may be done to all men« 

Of the parties in this controversy we have no knowledge, and so 
far may be said to be free from preiudice in favor of either, but in 
all cases where the question of mutilating God's handy-work is agi- 
tated, we confess our sympathies are with the suflferer. 

As in criminal law the prisoner is entitled to the benefit of any 
doubts that may arise in the minds of judge or jury, so in our opinion 
is a patient entitled to a similar privilege, when the question is to be 
decided whether he shall walk the earth erect, in all respects a coun- 
terpart of his fellow men, or submit to a painful and dangerous 
operation, which will leave him to go forth an object of pity and 
contempt, condemned to hobble through life, a maimed and disfigu- 
red wretch. 

These merciful feelings have increased as youth has faded into 
sober age, and as a legacy to our younger brethren who may be 
tempted to glorify themselves by performing an unnecessary opera- 
tion, we earnestly recommend a strict application of the good old 
doctrine, argumentum ad Aomtn^m— change places with your patient 
even in imagination, for half an hour, and he will have little to fear 
from your rashness. 

What are the facts in the case ? Here is a robust man in perfect 
health, and little, if any, past the vigor of life, with a compound frac- 
ture of the leg. The bones had been once reduced, but suffered to 
get out of place and to remain near 20 days (at least a portion of the 
time) without dressing — the foot suffered to fall over — the bone to 
protrude and the wound to gape, producing, as a very natural con- 
sequence the d^ath of the extremity of the bone. 

Here then we have the matter in a nut-shell — shall a patient under 
such circumstances, be deprived of a valuable limb, merely for fear 
of consecutive fever, of which not a symptom was present? we con- 
fess we have not so learned surgery. ' The patient had been exposed 
to the causes of fever, now present, for weeks — if, therefore, the dan- 
ger had existed, it is surely past — yet this/ear is the only reason as- 
signed for insisting on a capital operation. 

As to the propriety of excindingthe bone, remarks from us are un- 
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DiBcessary, as Dr. S. has supported the practice by a long array of 
eminent authorities, both in Europe and America, and we must be 
permitted to say, in passing, that we are rather surprized to hear 
men of decided eminence, maintaining an opposite opinion on a sub- 
ject we had supposed definitely settled. 

In conclusion, we congratulate Dr. Shipman on having placed a 
feather in his cap, by his judicious treatment of this case, as well as 
by the manly perseverance vrith which he met, and triumphed over 
difficulties of no ordinary character ; and we are half inclined to 
envy his feelings, as he beholds his patient walking erect, earning his 
bread by the sweat of his brow, and reflects that but for him, he 
would now be a tenant of the alms-house, or perhaps a narrower 
house, . ^ U. T. 
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h State Medical Society, — The State Medical Society held their Annual 
meeling at Albany, last week. The Society assembled on Tuesday, Feb. 

. 1^ and in the absence of the President, Prof. John B. Beck, of this 
•^ city^-Ml^ y^^^ President, Dr. William Taylor, of Onondaga, took the 

*^H^air.^ Tire attendance of Delegates was unusaally large and the utmost 
Earmony {ftevailed. On the second day of the session, Dr. Oilman, the 
delegate it6m New York City, introduced the subject of a uniform regis- 
tration of deaths throughout the State. The subject was fully debated, 
the importance of an efficient and well devised system for the Registration 
of deaths, was universally acknowledged, a«Nl finally a series of resolu- 
tions passed, expressing the opinion of the Society in favor of the 
scheme, and appointing a committee to bring the mauer fully before 
the Legislature. Doctors Oilman and Beck, of New York, and Dr. S. 
Ely, member of the Senate from the 5th District, were appointed on 
the Committee. Several prominent members of both Houses have ex- 

Sressed themselves warVnly in favor of this scheme, and it is confidently 
oped that a bill securing to this State and to Medical Science, the inesti- 
mable advantages of a uniform registration of deaths, with age, sex and 
nature of disease, will be passed at the present Session of the Legis- 
lature. 



University of the State of New York. — A short time since the Regents 
of the University elected Prter Wendel, M- D., of Albany, their Chan- 
cellor, in place of James King, Esq., deceased, and Luther Bradish, 
Esq.. Lieut. Governor of the State, Vi^e Chancellor. A few days since 
in joint ballot of the Senate and House of Assembly, Oiobon Hawlet, 
L.L.D., of Albany, late Secretary of the Board, was elected a Regent. The 
present Secretary, is T. Roroeyn Bedc, M. D. of Albany. 
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The members of the Medical Profession througfaoot the State will re- 
joice to see an able and venerable " Father in Physic^^^ called to preside 
over the Board of Regents. In him our Medical Schools will always find 
a judicious and efficient friend. 

ANALYTICAL DEPARTMENT. 

LUGOL'S CLINICAL LECTURES ON SCROFULA. 

LECTURE III. 

According to M. Lugol, Tubercles are not an alteration or product of 
secretion ; as a proof of this he remarks that we do not find in tubercles 
traces of t^e successive aggregation of the molecules, which enter into 
their formation as is uniformly the case in all bodies formed by gradual 
deposition or incrustation of secreted matter. Thus if^e examine an an- 
eurismal tumor, we find on making a section the succes^b lay^s by which 
it is formed ; such is the case also in certain calculi found in the gadder 
and other organs, while tubercles are perfectly4K>mogenious. • 

Another objection to secretion is that they are found in very diSreni. 
tissues,while their substances is the same, we therefore arrived at the con- « 
elusion that epigenesis is the only principle which can satisfactorily ac- ^ 
count, for tuberculization. Tuberculization is a parasitical function which 
grafts itself with deplorable facility on all the other functions which it, at » 
the same time deteriorates. It is not an isolated function. It is the most 
frequent and most terrible manifestation of scrofula — the uadefinable pjjf^ . 
tens, of which we are now studying one of the forms. ^ ■' 

Epigenesis is the most rational theory by which we can accdiint fo/r ihf^ 
generation of tubercles ; nor is tuberculization the only example of epi- 
genesis which the economy presents. Hydatids intestinal ^orms and 
lice are now universally considered to be generated spontaneously. Lice 
and intestinal worms are very common in scrofulous children, and it is 
by no means impossible that there may be some unknown analogy between 
them. Scrofulous children are often attacked with permanent verminous 
affections, and with mucous fevers which vary in intensity, presenting 
aggravations and remissions, as is the case in the scrofulous affection. — 
Intestinal worms and lice, are sometimes generated with the same rapidity 
as tubercles are, in that peculiar form of phthisis called ** galloping con- 
sumption." Among several striking cases, M. Logol mentions that oC4wo 
sisters, of fonr and six years, who, during their convalescence from an 
eruptive fever, were both suddenly attacked with such an immense num- 
ber of lice, that their faces and hands were covered by them. One has since 
died with phthisis, and the other threatened with the same fate. 

A young girl of scrofulous parents, until she was four years old was 
nearly devoured by lice, when they suddenly disappeared. She continued 
in tolerable health until 12 years, when an enormous tubercular swelling 
manifested itself on the left side of the neck, and shortly disappeared un- 
der the Influence of emolient applications. Three months afterwards the 
scalp became the seat of an abundant serous eczematons discharge, and 
the following day a deluge of lice covered the head. The hair of the pa- 
tient was cut, and immediately after, the feet became so sw<^en as to pre- 
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rent her walking, and the left side of the neck again became the seat of a 
tubercular tumor. Since then the tumor has followed the march of such tu- 
mors, and the lice have not returned. 

March of Tubercles^ — As before stated M. Lugol considered the first 
stage of tubercles to be liquid, and admits the rationality of Dupuy's the- 
ory, that they are hydiatids, but does not decide positively that they are 
such. Pathologists describe tubercles ovoid bodies with their greatest 
density in the centre, and when the softening takes place it proceeds from 
the centre to the circumference. Were this the case M. L. says, by 
examining a number at different times, we should find some presenting 
the central hardness, radiating towards the circumference, and others be- 
ginning to soften in a like manner, whereas we find the matter perfectly 
homogeneous in all stages. We must not forget howeveri that tubercular 
tumors are formed by the aggregation of those primitively isolated, thus un- 
der some circumstances the centre of the tubercule is not the centre of a 
tubercular tumor, and that owing to this reason, one part of the tumor may 
be softened while the other remains indurated. 

Tubercular Suppuration,^ AW tubercles do not go through the suppura- 
tire process, many being absorbed or resolved. Tubercular suppuration 
is spontaneous, and takes place by an internal process as imperceptible as 
that of nutrition, or of generation itself. Perfectly local, giving rise to no 
external or general phenomena, it may be compared to a normal function. 
We will commence with sub- cutaneous tubercles. The fact which ex- 
cites the greatest surprise is the insufficiency — the inutility of even topical 
remedies applied to tubercular tumors— leeches and poultices rather ame- 
liorate than retard the suppurative process as has been abundantly proved 
in the wards of St. Louis. M. L. thinks the heat and moisture of poul- 
tices increases thoir nutrition. 

The presence of pus in these tumors is not always easily ascertained. 
In some cases it is too deep for fluctuation, and in others,we think we d«tecl 
fluctuation when no matter has formed. M. Lugol has* seen the most 
skillful practitioners mistake elasticity for fluctuation. Sometimes fluctu- 
ation which is manifest gradually disappears, and returns again in a few 
days, but in some cases it never reappears, which renders it advisable to 
give issue to the pus as soon as we are certain of its presence. 

Tubercular Pus, — This has a peculiar character, also odor which it is 
suflScient to have one smelt to recognise. It is nauseous, penetrating, 
and leaves behind it a disagreeable impression when not present. 

Tubercular T/Zr^^.- Inflammation does not supervene, and cause adhesion 
of the parts of tubercular abscess. The opening made by nature or the 
bistoury, degenerates into an ulceration, which is kept up by the cause, 
which presided at the formation of the tubercle, as well as by the pus 
which continues to be generated under its influence. Scrofulous ulcers at first 
are circular, gradually increasing, having at the bottom a grayish graaular 
matter, which falls into an unhealthy state as produced. 

The margin of the ulcer is elevated, of a red violet hue, bathed with 
pus-its depth varies from half a line, to a line and a half. Granulations rising 
from the bottom are livid, and give rise to a sanious fungus, the basis of 
which is circumscribed by iLe ulcerated tegumentary membrane. In 
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most cases tubercular tumors do not diminish in size as they suppurate, 
indeed we frequently see them gradually increasing, while daily throwing 
out enormous quantities of matter. It is only when the economy has been 
deeply modified by rational treatment that we see them decrease in volume, 
according to M.Lugol, the quantity of pus furnished is not proportioned to 
the size of the tubercle. 

In Spring and Summer suppuration increases, and decreases during the 
Autumn and Winter. 

Sometimes a cervical tubercle will suppurate and entirely empty itself, 
and then may be cured by irritating injections, but as the suppuration of 
tubercular masses are governed by no fixed law, many of the tubercles 
composing them may suppurate, while others of the cluster do not suppur- 
ate at all, or at different periods. Hence we gain nothing by curing a lo- 
cal manifestation of the disease, unless we can get rid of the general dis- 
ease under the influence of which the local malady appeared. 

The crusts which we sometimes observe in the vicinity of scrofulous 
ulcers, are to be attributed to cellular or cutaneous suppuration, as these 
ulcers give rise to concretions. The formation of these crusta is however, 
a favorable symptom, as the granulations usually become' more healthy, 
and the tubercles melt away. 

Tubercular ulcers are always accompanied by more or less extreme 
suppuration of the surrounding tissue. The cicatrix always presents a 
livid copper tinge which never entirely disappears, but impresses on the 
unfortunate victim an indelible stigma, which cannot escape observation. 

Suppuration q{ pulmonary tubercles^ takes place in exactly the same man- 
ner as external ones, and their importance is principally attributable to the 
astonishing facility with which they develop themselves. At the onset 
pulmonary suppuration gives rise to no symptoms which can with certainty 
be attributable to its existence. The face becomes pale, the cheeks pre- 
sent a vivid tint, when the suppuration is abundant, but gradual emacia- 
tion, is perhaps the most valuable symptom for the diagnosis of tuber- 
cles during the first stage of the disease. 

In cases of pulmonary phthisis, w^e must not forget that besides lesions 
of the lungs, we almost always find tubercles in the mesentery and other 
regions, the suppuration of which by extending the surface gives rise to 
the general symptoms which are found. 

Pulmonary tubercles are subject to the same remissions and recrudes- 
cences as external ones, and fresh generation of tubercles often takes place 
/ in the Spring as before stated. 

Pathological Transformation of TwiercZw.— Tubercles often undergo the 
gelatinous transfornu^n, of which M. Lugol gives an instance which oc- 
curred at St. Louis. The patient, a man 35 years of age, was admitted 
for porrigo favosa on one of his legs. He was then laboring under phthisis 
which terminated fatally in a few months. On examination after death the 
left lung was found to have been entirely removed and converted into a gela- 
tinous mass, which might be compared to animal jelly, with great diversity 
of color, and hete and there several small tubercular tumors. The right 
lung contained a cavern in the superior lobe and numerous ovoid tubercles 
disseminated throughout the rest of the tissue. 
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M. Lugol has oAen found in the midst of ordinary tumors, in the thoracic 
cavity for instance, fatly atheromatous productions, the origin of which, 
can, he asserts only be ascribed to scrofula. He looks upon the tubercles 
situated in the vicinity of these fatty tumors, as the probable element of 
other atheromatous formations. 

M. L. attended a lady who constantly expectorated cretaceous matter ; 
whose family alone would have presented to the student every form of 
scrofula. 

These productions also undergo the cartilaginous and osseous transfor- 
mation. M. Lugol had a man thirty-five years of age, who had long been 
affected by scrofula, who at his death which was caused by pulmonary 
phthisis, presented on the left side of the neck, a tumor weighing six pounds 
and a half, When cut into, it presented the appearance of a raddish. Its 
interior contained a hone from 4 to 5 inches in length and one inch in 
breadth. The superior part had been twice the seat of serious hemorrhage, 
and yet after death no traces of blood vessels could be found. 

Schirrous Tubercles, — M. Lugol considers these merely scrofulous tu- 
bercles, that have undergone the schirrous degeneration ; and which would 
have extended to other organs. 

The same remark applies to encephaloid degeneration, in which opin- 
ion he is supported by Portal. 

According to M. Lugol, those cancerous affections of the breast and 
uterus with which females are attacked about the critical period of life, 
are scrofulous maladies, modified by the age of the patient. Local causes 
having little to do with the pathology of these affections. 



Duplex Genital Apparatus, —Thxn case is reported by Dr. Fricke, of 
Hamburg, in the Zeitschrift fur die Gesammte Medicine, October, 184L 

A girl, twenty-one years old, was received into the venereal ward of the 
Hospital, on December 17th, 1840. She had once before been under 
medical treatmpnt for gonorrhcea and bubo, and had for three years been 
leading an unchaste life. Sexual intercourse was not attended with any 
particular difficulty, and she was wholly unaware of the peculiarities of 
her generative organs. 

The condition of the labia was natural, the left nyntpha was hypertro- 
phied and projected between them, while the right was of the ordinary 
size. On separating the nympha, the orifice of the vagina was seen to 
be divided by a septum arising on either side, and from the posterior sur- 
face of the urethra, and being attached to the posterior surface of the va- 
gina, a little to the right of the mesial line. Its breadth at its origin was 
about one inch and a quarter, it then narrowed to half an inch, again ex- 
panding to an inch in breadth at its insertion. This septum was found to ex- 
tend up the vagina, and to be about two lines in thickness. It was not 
perpendicular, but curved with its convexity to the left, and the right 
vagina was that which, according to the woman's statement, had been al- 
ways used for sexual intercourse. The lef\ vagina was narrower than the 
right, and the os uteri at its termination, appeared smaller when viewed 
with a speculum, but well formed and resembling that on the right side. 
A sound could bo introduced into each os uteri, to the depth of three quar- 
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ters of an inch on the right side, and of one inch and a half on the left 
side ; but this depth was not sufficient to allow of brin'ging the ends of the 
two sounds into contact, and of thus ascertaining whether the uterus was 
likewise divided by a septum, or whether each os uteri terminated in a 
common cavity. On examining per anum, a depression could be felt, ex- 
tending for an inch between each cervix uteri ; but beyond this point the 
finger could not reach. The patient had not menstruated since her admis- 
sion into the Hospital, it was therefore not possible to say whether the 
secretion fiowedfrom both, or only from one os uteri. — B. <^ For. Med. 
Rev. Jan. 1842. 



Absence of the Uterus. — Reported by Dr. Cramer, in the Medicinische 
Zeitung, August, 1841. 

The case here related is that of a woman, thirty years old, of perfectly 
feminine external form, who had never menstruated but had frequently 
suffered from epitaxis, hoemoptysis, and other signs of local congestions. 
She married at 23, and at 30, annoyed at having no children submitted to 
an examination. No uterus could be found, but the external organs of 
generation were well formed, and the vagina was of normal width, as long 
as the finger, and ended in a cul-de-sac. The unusual circumstances of 
the case were, the existence of natural sexual appetite, and of a tendency 
to vicarious menstruation, the normal development of the external sexual 
characters, and the nearly full size of the vagina ; all rendering it probable 
that, though the uterus was deficient, the ovaries were in their natural 
state.— 5. ^^For. Med. Rev., Jan. 1842. 



Amputation during Pregnancy. ^Mt. Tarlton, of Birmingham, reports a 
case in which he amputated the leg above the knee, in a woman who at 
the time was four months advanced in pregnancy. No unpleasant symp- 
toms occurred after the operation, and on the 4th of September, five months 
and three days after the operation, she was delivered of a fine boy, which 
she still suckles. The cause for which the limb was amputated, was 
necrosis of the tibia, which had extended into the knee joint and caused 
irritation, under which her system was sinking when the operation was 
resolved on. 



GLEANINGS. 



It is said that there is a man in Portsmonth, N. H., now 77 years old 
and in fine health, who has taken no medicine during his life, except one 
dose of glauber (horse) salts, and one emetic, this is tee-totalism with a 

vengeance. The board of health of New Orleans, about the 20th uh., 

reported one case of yellow fever. An imposter in England Who pre- 
tended not to have tasted food for five years, was recently detected in the 

act of crim. con., with a sandwich, oh mores! In London the whole 

number of deaths for the third quarter of 1841, was 10,274 ; males, 5,343 ; 
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females, 4,931. Of these, 259 came to their death by riolence ; 7 died 
in consequence of mal-formations ; 61 in childbed; 6 of stone in the 
bladder; 23, of hernia; 7, of aneurism; 1823, of phthisis, the largest 
number by more than double, from any one disease ; the next most fatal 
being convulsions, which destroyed 780 ; while the smallest number dying 
of any one disease, was 2, of diabetes. During the same quarter, the 
maximum of temperature was 80^ F. ; the minimum, 43^ ; and the daily 
mean, 62^. ■ The number of deaths in Lowell, Mass., during 1841, was 
457, out of a population estimated at 22,000 ; phthisis and scarlatina 
were the two most fatal diseases. The Annual " Register " of the Med- 
ical Institution of Geneva College has come to hand, from which we ex- 
tract the following summary — '* Students, 156 ; physicians attending part 
course, 48 ; classical students attending the course on Anatomy, 7; total 
211." This is equal to the palmiest days of the Fairfield Medical School, 
the "suspension** of which has been of more service to the Geneva Col- 
lege than to any other, either in this State, or New England. We learn 
also from the '* Register," that during the past year the Faculty have pur- 
chased, with the funds granted by the State, an *' ample chemical appara- 
tus," and the *' surgical and pathological museum, of Dr. David L. Rogers ; 
they have also as a Faculty, contributed $1200 for the purchase of the 
obstetrical, anatomical, and pathalogical museum, of Dr. John W. Fran- 
cis, of this city. Lithotomy vs, Lithontrity ; the numerical method, 

or in other words, statistics are decidedly in favor of the former, and ad- 
verse to the latter operation. 



VERMONT MEDICAL COLLEGE. AT WOODSTOCK, SESSION OF 1842, 

The Lectures in thii Institution will be commenced on Thursday, the 10th of March, and will 
be continued thirteen weeks. 

Theory and Practice of Medicine and Obstetrics, by H. H. Childs, M. D. 

Medical Jurisprudence, by the Hon. Jacob Col lamer, A. M. 

Pathology, and Materia Medica, by Alonzo Clark, M. D. 

Anatomy and Physiology, by Benjamin R. Palmer, M. D. 

Principles and Practice of Surgery, by Frank H. Hamilton, M. D. 

Chemistry and Botany, by Joseph B. Clarke, M. D. 

Demonstrator of Anatomy. Osmon L. Huntley, M. D. 

Fee for ail the Lectures. $50— to third and fourth course students $10. 

Graduation Fe«, $ 18. Board may be had, including fuel, light, washing, Ac, for $1,50 to $S.OO per 
week. The Lectures on Surgery, Theory and Practice of Medicine, Anatomy and Chemistry, will 
be commenced at the opening of' the Session. 

N. Williams, Secretary. 

The Law of New York requiring the graduates of other states to pass an examination by the cen« 
sort of the Medical Society, before being permitted to practice in that State, was repealed at the 
last Session of the Legislature. 

January Itf, 1843. 

CASTLETON MEDICAL COLLEGE. 

The Annual Lectures in the Castleton Medical College, late Vermont Academy of Medldne, will 
commence on the second Tuesday in March. 184S, and continue fourteen weeks. 

General, Special, and Surgical Anatomy, by James McCUntock, M. D. 

Materia Medica. Therapeutics and Obstetrics, by Joseph Perkins, M.D. 

Principles and Practice of Surgery, by Prank H. Hamilton, M. D. 

Theory and Practice of Medicine, by David M. Reese, M. D. 

Physiology, General Pathology, and OperatiTO Obstetrics, by Chauncey L. Mitchell, M. D. 

Chemistry and Pharmacy, by Willinm Mather, M. D. 

Opthalmic Anatomy and Surgery, by William C. Wallace, M. D. 

Medical Jurisprudence, by William P. Russell, M. D. 

Demonstration of Anatomy, by Egbert Jamieson, M. D. 

Fees for the Coune, $55. MatricoUtlng Fee, $5. Fee for thos« who have attended two full Coup^ 
see at other regular Medical Institutions, $10. Graduation fee, $10. Expense of Boarding, Ac^ 
$1,90 to MS, per week. 

^ -,-, r- JOSEPH PERKINS, Registrar. 

Cutleton, Jan. 15, IS4S. 
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SPRING COURSE OF LECTURES AT THE COLLEGE OF PHYSICUNS 
AND SURGEONS, 
No, 67 Cros^ Street, Ntw York. 
The Afisoctatioa bj whom the spring course of Lectures wbs l«st year deliTend, hare the plea- 
sure to inform the Medical Profession and Students of Medicine, that the coarse will be re<om- 
Dieuc^d next spring, with an additional number of lecturers, and as they hope, with added facilities 
for Medical Instruction. The course will commence on Monday, the Slst of March, 184S, and con- 
tinue till the 1st of June. Three Lectures will be delivered daily, except Saturday— hours from 
nine to twelve, A. M. 
The foUowing Lectures will constitute the course : 

On the Diseases of the Eye, by Geo. Wilkes, M. D., Surgeon to the New York Eye Infirmary 
Clinical instruction at the In" 



On Surgical Anatomy, by O. Buck^. D., Surgeon to the New York Hospital. 

On the Diseases of the Skin, by u. D. Boluey, M. D.— CUnical Instruction at the New Yoik 
Dispensary. 

On the Pathology of the Female Organs of Generation, by C. R. Gilman, M. D., Professor of Ob- 
stetrics and the Diseases of Women and Children in the College of Physicians' and Surgeons. 

On Materia Medica» (new articles), by B. McCready, M. D. 

On the Diseases of the Mind, by J. Macdonald, M. D., late Superintendent of the Bloomingdale 
Asylum, now of the Retreat^t Murray Hill. 

On Operative Surgery, by W. Parker, M. D., Professor of Surgery in the College of Physlcisos 
and Surgeons. 

On the Anatomy of the Nervous Systdm, by J. Qoackenboss, M. D., Demonstrator of Anatomy, 
in the College of Physicians and Surgeons. 

On the Diseases of the Abdominal Viscera, by W. C. Roberts, M. D. 

On the Diseases of the Chest, Percussion and Auscultation, l^ J. A. Swett, M. D. Clinical In- 
struction at the New York Dispensary. 

On Chnical Surgery and Surgical Pathology, by J. Watson, M. D., Surgeon to the New York Hos- 
pitaL Tills course will be delivered at the HospitaL 

On Fractures and Dislocations, by R. Watts, Jr., M. D., Professor of Anatomy In the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons. 

As this coarse was originally undertaken and is now prosecuted with the single aim of doing 
something for the cause of sound and thorough Medical Education, and particularly to develope the 
great advantages which New York, by her superior siae, and by the consequent abundance and va- 
riety of Diseases which are met with in her Hospitals, Alms-house and Dispensaries, off»rs%o the 
' Student of Practical Medicine and Surgery, the Association have determined to continue the fee 
for the Coarse at a price merely nominal— intending thereby to place the instruction offered, within 
the reach of ail who are anxious for Professional improvement. 

Fee for all the Lectures, $10. 

New York, October, 98th, 1841. 

Observations on Strabismus, with engravings, dtc., by Alfred C. Post, M. D., one of the SargeoRS 
of the N. Y. Hospital, formerly one of the Surgeons of the N. Y. Eye Inflrmary, <fcc. Ac. Pubushed 
and sold by Charles S. Francis, S53, Broadway. 

WM. R. GOULDING, 35 1-S CHATHAM STREET.— SURGICAL INSTRUMENT MAKER IN 
GENERAL.— Has on hand, and makes to order, all kinds of Surgical Instruments, of the moat im- 
proved patterns, and oi the best workmanship. From a long experience in manufacturing, he feels 
confident in recommending his instruments to the faculty in general, to whom he returns his tlianks 
forpast favors, and solicits a continuation of their patronage. 

He begs leave to call the attention of the profession to an instrument recently invented for intro- 
ducing suppositories into the rectum, Ac. in cases of irritation or inflammation of that tube, or of the 
neighboring parts. 

New York, S§ptemh§r 1, 1841. ly. 

GEO. TIEMAN, 03 CHATHAM ST.-^SURGICAL INSTRUMENT MAKER.— Has on hand all 
kinds of Surgeons' Instruments, warranted of the best workmanship. Every variety of Instruments 
made to order at short notice. From a Ions; experience in Europe and Amerhaa, O. T. feels confi- 
dent in recommending his Instruments to his old customers, and Surgeons generally, and solicits a 
continuance of their patronage. 
NewYork, July H,\S4l. 



THE NEW YORK MEDICAL GAZETTE is published every Wednesday, by UruUk Titmer.M. 
D., No. 131 Fulton St., entrance through Dean * Trevett's Bookstore, to whom all communicatfons 
should be addressed, post paid. Price $3 per annum, payable in advance— alter three months $4* 
No subscriptions received for less than one year. 

By the regulations of the Post Ofilce Department, Post-Masters are allowed to forward, under their 
frank, letters written by themselves, containing money to pay the subscription of third parties to 
any periodical. To render the performance of this act of courtesy less burthensome. the letter should 
be prepared for the Post-Master's signature, by the person wishing to avail himseli of the privilege. 
If this 18 done, the favor will rarely be dented by any Post- Master. Advertisements inserted on fa 
vorable terms. 

DEAN, PRINTER, 2 ANN STREET. 
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Reports of Clinical Lectures, delivered tit the Anatomical Theatre of 
the College of Physicians and Surgeons', Crosby StreeL Willard 
Parker, M. D^ Professor of Surgery. 

Monday, Feb. 28, 184S. 
Case 1. — This, gentlemen, is a case of great interest. Last Sep- 
tember this patient, a young man, rrceived a fracture of the Tibia, 
about 5 inches below the knee« It was a compound and a commi- 
nuted fracture. The bone protruded about three inches. . At that 
time he was advised by a surgeon to have the liipb amputated. — 
The reasons assigned were the char^ter of the injiiiy and the 
warmth of the weather. But no c6nstitutional symptoms as far as 
we can learn, were present, indicating- the necessity of such an op* 
oration. Now why should an operation be performed un4er such 
circumstance3 ? The mere fact of its being warm weather was no 
argument for the removal of the liBtb ; and if, at the same fime, the 
constitution was not suffering sevei-ely, there was still less reason 
for its removal. No, gentlemen, dc n't l)e too free with the knife- 
As honest men, endeavor to save al' you can. Carry that rule with 
you into practice. Look at this pi iient's limb. A clever surgeon, 
m the country, where the patient t .eri resided, was opposed to am- 
putation ; and his advice, happily for this young man, was followed. 
Union, you see, has taken place ; Lnd now he'll have a good limb. 
He is young, healthy, and temperate —all these are in his favor — and . 
I say, asain, he was a good surgeon, who did not, in this case, use 
the knire. The case has been wel' managed; and let us give credit 
to whom credit is due. You obseit^e. there is still a small fistulous 
opening where the bone protrude(^ and from it a slight dispharge. 
Here, unquestionably is a piece oi dead bone remaining. These 
pieces of dead bone are very apt 'o remain, after Union has taken 
place, in comminuted fractures, Kow what is to be done ? Let it 

9 
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Case 2. July 16, 1838. Was called to see an apprentice to a 
cabinet maker, aged fourteen years ; had been afflicted with iogui^ 
nal hernia, of small size, for several years ; had worn a truss; stran- 
gulated six hours, when I first saw him. The taxis was employed, 
then bleeding ad deliquium, naaseating doses of ipecac, cold to the 
tumor, and the tacis resorted to^ and persevered in ontil the abdo- 
men became bloated and tender f the tomor was so sore that the 
patient could not bear to have it handled, and the operation appeared- 
the only measure left. A full dose of morphine was adminis' 
tered, and I began to prepare, for the operation ; in two hours be 
became entirely easy, and the tumor disappeared spontaneoudy* 
His recovery was* rapid. 

Case 8. Stephen Chan(ller, aged sixty-three. With an inguinal 
hernia, of many years standing ; of intemperate habits. After lift* 
ing a heavy weight on the morning of the 25th of September, 184Q, 
the hernial tumor became much enlarged, and he was unable to 
return it; being from home, he received no assistance until evening, 
when he sent for me. I found him in excruciating pain, with yAn- 
iting, tumid abdomen, and the hernial tumor tender and very bard« 
Venesection was immediately resorted to, with cold to the tumor, 
nauseating doses of ipecac, and a perseverance in the taxis for two 
or three hours, with no other effect than to aggravate the sufferings 
of the patient. He was anxious for the operation, and I decided 
to perform it, as soon as daylight should appear. About 12 o'clock, 
a full dose of morphine was administered, and I returned home. 
Next morning, at an early hour, I visited him, in company with Dr. 
Daniel Havens and my pnupil, Mr. H. O. Jewett, and prepared to 
operate ; but to our surprise, we found the patient in a quiet sleep. 
He informed us, that about four hours after taking the morphine, 
and after he had become quite easy, he elevated his feet against the 
wall of his room, and that in a few minutes the tumor disappeared. 

Case 4. Mr. Butts, of Sumaierville, Cayoga Co., who had been 
afflicted with a very large Bubonocele for a ^reat many years, and 
who wore an imperfect truss, had the herma strangulated on the 
morning of the 26th November, 1841. Being unable to return it, 
he sent for Drs. Cook and Bennie, who used all the ordinary meth- 
ods of reduction, without effect, for several hours. I was sent for 
to perform the operation, but to relieve the patient from the intoU 
erabld agony which he endured, while awaiting my arrival, a Ml 
dose of morphine was given to him by his medical attendants. In 
six hours from the time of its administration, and half an hour before 
my arrival, the tumor disappeared ; the patient had fallen into a 
dozing state, and the hernia bad spontaneously returned without any 
effort being made. The medical gentlemen inf<^med me that the 
size of the tumor was that of a cocoa nut : very hard, and so tender 
that touching it caused great agony. 
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Im all these cftaes, it will be observed, that depletion had been 
freely used, with nauseating doses of medicines, and the taxis tried 
and persevered in, as long as was prudent, and until the tenderness 
Has «uch 4hat.it could not be borne< The use of the opium was 
accidental, (at least in two of the caseis,) and not given with a view 
to facilitate the i^turn of the hernia, but rather to relieve the intol- 
erable agony, while awaiting the arrival of a surgeon. In every 
instance, the relief was soon after the system began to feel the 
effects of the doses, and before the perfect relaxation whieh the full 
effect of opium produces. 'One striking effect was observed in all 
the cases. The patient ceased bracing his muscles and strainingi 
which they are apt to do when laboring under Strangulated Hernia^ 
which produces tension of the abdominal muscles, and greatly hin- 
<lers the return of the protruded bowel. The bleeding, and other 
relaxing measures, which preceded the administration of the mor* 

Ehine, no doubt had their influence in preparing the system ; as I 
ave often observed, that the good effects of opium are much more 
happy subsequent to thorough depletion. Tobacco injection, I have 
not myself used in Strangulated Hernia ; I have seen it used, but I 
BNlst say, not with that success which impressed me favorably ; it 
often produces unpleasant effects ; more often, I think, than is gen- 
erally apprehended. I should much prefer the narcotism of opium 
to any other of that class of remedies; and if it doee not succeedi 
the patient is, from his calmness ajKl quietude, admirably prepared 
for the operation. 



(for the Medical Gazette.) 

Remarks on the Treatment of Curvature of the Spine. By John 
H. Qriscom, M. ZX, of New Ywk* 1842* 

Here we have the opinions of another gentleman on Curvature 
of the Spine. We thought we had already b&d enough for the next 
decennary. Amesbury, Tuson, Guerin, and we don't know how 
many more» of late, have blessed th^ world with their ideas on this 
subject; and last, and most assuredly, least of all, this brochure ap« 
pears to tell us how little we have known. As an article, in a peri- 
odical, it might have dene well enough; but what could have induced 
the Dr. to publish it in a pamphlet form, we cannot comprehend, 
unless it were — and upon second thought, being in a very charitable 
mood, we have no doubt, such was his intention — to show his phi** 
lanthropy, t^ disabusing the public mind of the idea that ** Spine 
Doctors" are a beneAt to tli^ Face«* The Doctor himself is no 

* This is, we all know, a censorious world; and» therefore, it is barely rasible 
that some persons may insinuate that this paper was printed in its present form for 
circnlation among the non-professional pabiic, for the perasal of patlents# not ph/si-* 
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♦* Rpine Doctor,'' — not he. H« eschews the very idea of one. If 
he, however, does not practise myotomy of the dorsum, he eertatnly 
does not spare the backs of the ** Spine Doctors'' in general, nor the 
foremost of them all. Mens. Ckierin, in particular. This worthy 
ffentleman may now consider himself pretty nearly annihilated ; and 
hereafter, this Corypheusof Myotomist8,wiIl hardly be able to hold 
up his ^diminished head" among the medical savansof Paris! 

And here we would give a word of friendly advice to all those, 
who, at great expense, have procured and introduced into this coun- 
try, the apparatus of Guerin: knives, beds, and all: to quietly box 
them up, and ship them back to France ; or else, to arrange them 
in some museum, as the standing memorials of a past and barbarous 
orthopcedic age ; for, henceforward, there can be no use for them* 
Cold water, and fresh air, these are now the all-potent remedies I 
This brochure contains just eight and a half pages of reading mat- 
ter. The first two and a half pages are devoted to the demolition of 
'^ Spine Doctors," and their theories; and the remaining six page* 
to the building up of another theory, viz. : the coM water and roek- 
ing-chair theory ; so that a new era bids fair now to dawn upon us. 
** Extraordinary coincidence," as the red-haired man exclaimed to 
Mr. Pickwick; extraordinary coincidence, that iust as the Croton 
water-works are about to supply ns vrith an unlimited quantity of 
pure fresh water, it should be discovered that ablution and the 
shower-bath, are the grand remedies (or distorted spine. It is a 
wonderful age f 

' We are favored in this brochure with only two cases ; and upon 
these, it would seem, the whole theory rests. We should have pre* 
ferred a few more cases ; but as they are not to be had/ we must 
content ourselves with the two. The first one, is a case of lateral 
curvature, in a young lady, who had been afllicted for about six 
years, with ifll the symptoms of spinal irritation, connected with 
spinal curvature. She had, indeed, according to the account given, 
suffered from bad treatment m^re than firom the disease itself. The 
irritation, however, was, at last, successfully combatted vnth leeches, 
vesication, and Croton oil, endermically used. This for the irritation, 
and all very good; but for the curvature of six years standing? 
Out-door exercise in a carriage, daily ablution with cokl water, and 
finally, the sliower-bath every morning before breakfast. Thaf s all, 
gentlemen. Nothing more? Listen:^* I found a curvature be- 

cians ; and that Dr. G. is animated with a portion of that disinterested benevolence 
which prompts Messrs. Evans, Home, Oorbit & Co., of the various Gkden's Heads, 

to inform the public that Dr. " by a new process, works prompt and certain 

cures at No. " Indeed, the analogy between 6riscom*s anatnemas on the 

Spine Doctors, and Home's denunciations of the abuse of mercury, is unhappily 
striking, and we fear that it will be seized upon bv some persons less charitable than 
onrsehres, to do tbe Doctor a miftchkf*^ From all sach doings we shall hold eur- 
selres aloof; we have no undue clairevoyance, we take Aingt just as tbey come to- 
ns, and make the best of them. 
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twded the scapala, (saapato?) uivol^dg the dorBal vertebm froon 
1st to 7th or &ih inclusive,. the oeotre of the corve being about an 
inch and a half from the median line. The right shoulder was 
very much elevated, and the right scapula pushed back, so as to form 
a large elevation, or boss, producing a marked deformity in the figure. 
The head was thrown forward, and to one side." This is certainly 
a group of symptoms, indiesttive of a loilg standing and sad defor- 
mity ; but further: ^ I find the patient very much debilitated, unable 
to go u(i stdrs, except very slowly, and by great exertion ; with a 
small, quick pulse, a hectic fitah upoti the cheeks, a cough, at times, 
severe, and accompatiied with much ei^pectoration, much emacia* 
tion, a sense of a^^tation at the heart, &c." An ugly case, that, 
truly I It would be difficult to draw a worse picture. However, 
let lis see how it gets along. Here we have it *^ It was a very Kttle 
while before we begati to see an alteration in the whole system. 
The color and expression of the countenance, changed from the sickly 
and inanimate, to the healthy and cheerful ; the small red spot otk 
the cheek, diffused into a healthy glow, covering the whole face." 
^'Six months from the commencement of the treatment, upon 
examining the spine, somewhat to my own surprise, and, it may be 
well supposed, to the delight of the patient, hardly a trace of the cur- 
vature could be discovered." Well, " our army did swear terribly 
in Flanders," but it was nothmg to this ! A curvature, of six year^ 
standing, with a very bad deformity, cared by out-door exercise, 
cold water abhition, and then, the shower-bath ! Jack Hopkins' 
case of the child who swallowed a bead necklace ; and who made 
inch a strange noise from the rattling in his abdomen, when he 
walked about in the hospital, that they were obliged to tnufflle him 
in a watchman's coat, for fear he should wake the patients, is a farce 
to this. ^ Very singular things occur idr our profession, I can assure 
your. Sir,'' said Hopkins. ^ So I should be disposed to imagine," 
replied Mr. Pickwick. If cold water will do aill this, commend us, 
we say, commend us to the cold water system forever. 

We have no space left to notice the second case, which is one of 
posterior curvature, with disease of the vertebrsB. Upon this case, 
IS founded the second part of the new theory, vi2. : the rocking- 
chafr pfirt. The object is, after having subdued the local inflamma- 
tion, to place the child in such a position that the weight of the 
Superincumbent parts may be removed from the diseased portion of 
the spinal column ; and a Very proper object it is, too; and how 
effected ? By the rockmg-chair ; a very particularly long-rocker- 
rocking-chair, made to tilt Imckwards. Exactly how the little urchins 
are kept in that rocking-chair, yte do not see. We should very 
naturally expect to find their legs drawn up tipon the seat of the 
chair, or thrown over the arms, or their bodies put in a variety of 
unexpected places ; just twisting and tominff themselves enough to 
obviate the beneficial effects of the rocking-chair ; indeed, we should 
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rioiis quality in the fl6^h and milk of domestic animals, and not any 
poisonous plant'' At page 20, of the same Address, in describing 
the epidemic fever that prevailed at Chilicothe, in 1800 and 1801« 
he says, ^(he wheat crop in many places was attacked with * rust,' 
or vegetable mould, producing a diseased kernel, well known to the 
early settlers, by the very appropriate name of * sick wheat,' and 
causing nausea and vomiting in those who ate of the bread, made of 
this kind of grain. It is no doubt occasioned by the same malari* 
ous condition of the air which produces sickness in man," &c., &c. 

Now, as it is, I believe, generally conceded, that in man, diseased 
liver is one of the ultimate consequences of malaria, is it improbable 
that this beef liver disease has the same origin ? Has this disease any 
. connection with the milk sickness ? Can an animal have a diseased 
liver to the extent I have described, and be in other respects healthy T 
" The fattest beeves have the worst livers." Is not the fat of the 
fattest beeves, in every case, as^also the fat in man, when exceeding 
the quantity necessary for the proper discharge of the functions, a 
morbid product 7 

I have somewhere seen it stated, that at the post mortem exami* 
nation of Napoleon, the fat on the abdomen was found to be unu- 
sually thick, and that, too, after a protracted and malignant disease 
of the chylopoietic organs. 

Yours, &c., 

MOORE HOIT. 

New York, March 21, 1842. 



NEW YORK MEDICAL GAZETTE. 

NEW YORk, MARCH 30, 1842. 



Dunglisson^s American Medical Library, — We have just receired, after 
considerable delay, No. 7 of this valuable periodical, for which we make 
our acknowledgments to the New York Agents, Messrs. King & Co., 199 
Broadway. We learn with pleasure that there is a fair prospect that the 
want of punctuality in the publication, of which the subscribers have 
complained, will be remedied ; the work having passed into new hands. 
Of the merit of the Library it is quite needless to speak, it has estab- 
lished for itself a high reputation, which, under the charge of so practiced 
and learned a writer as Prof. Dunglisson, it is not likely to loose. We 
commend it to the conUnued favor of the profession. Our thanks are^due 
to the Messrs. King for another work, to which, though it is not profes- 
sional, we may be permitted to devote a line ; the work is Waldie Circu- 
lating Library. The selections fof this publication are good, and the 
amount of matter given for ^ve dollars really amazing. To all of our 
subscribers who have young families we would say, take Waldie, let the 
ekildreo read, and " reread,** as they will, till the book is fairly used up 
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in tit Miirioe. Children wlio grow «p with m»\ things about ibem, will 
gftdaally store ap s Tist fund of ko#wledge, of Uie acqiisition of which, 
they themselves will soarce be conseious, but the vslos of wUch, they will 
feel in after life very often and very deefdy. 



Griseom on the Sfine.-'Ont readers will find a notice of this small bro- 
chure, in this day*ii Gazette ; under almost any other circumstances, we 
should not hare given place to so severe an article, but the facts, we be- 
lieve are, that the worthy gentleman has taken the fi«^d against the whole 
tribe of Spine Doctors, and has, in fact, used them up — exterminated them 
— made a general massacre of the whole race ! Now, one of these un- 
happy wretches, instead of striving, like Cflssar, ** to die with decency,* 
has had tlie presumption to struggle in his last agoaies ; and of his stmg* 
gles, our readers have the proo& in the article. We h»d not the heait to 
refuse a place to the last words and dying speech. 



We publish in to-days Gasette some valuable practical notes, (Vom Dr. 
A. B. Shipman, of Courtlandville. This we do the more readily that the 
Doctor seems to have become a mark for the malice of a Medical clique, 
(we blush to pronounce the words,) who, apparently, thtnk it easier is 
arrest his popularity by viUifying his oharaoter, thaft by o^n maaJy ceM- 
petition. 

With the local qifirrels of our medical brethren (if unhappily they mnst 
exist,) we have no desire to intermingle ; but when physicians so far for- 
get their own dignity and what is due to their high and holy calling, as 
to prostitute legalized medical meetings to the base purposes of party 
slander ; pass ex-post- facto laws mefely to insult their presiding officer, and 
glory in their shame by publishing it in a common political newspaper ; 
silence becomes pusillanimity, if not crime, and while we have a voice to 
speak, or a finger to grasp a pen, we will denounce it ae worthy of the se- 
verest reprobation -- as- ca&ting a blot on the fair fame of the profession, 
which has numbered among its professors, the great and good in all ages. 

Most sincerely do we regret that the enemies of Dr. S. have adopted 
this course— and for no other crime that we see, than hie having saved 
the limb of a poor fellow which they wished to remove. Besides the ir- 
regular proceedings at the meeting of the medical society, sundry seurrr- 
Ions articles with most impotent attempts at wit hsive appeared in a news- 
paper under the control of his opponents. 

The ostensible ground of complaint grew out of a ease of prosecution 
for mal-practice, against Doctors Goodyear and Hyde, deuiled in No. 6 of 
the present vc^ume of the Gazette ; but we believe the germ is of an ear- 
lier date. Dr. Goodyear seems to have fallen into the common error ef 
aged physicians who have long enjoyed a monopoly of practice in one 
tpot — that of imagining that they hold an inalienable life-lease of all the 
territory over which they have gone, and considering every young man 
who, by good fortune gleans a few straws from this field, as an interlqier — 
yea, more, they not unfrequently feel themselves called on to denounce all 
who employ him. Nothing can be more impolitic or unphilosophioal 
than this proceeding. Many a physician who has grown gray in our 
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thanUeM profession, beloved Mbd respected, b«s sacrificed all by porsning 
this wretched policy, and found himself in the evening of his days, deser* 
ted by his best friends, merely through his own folly and waywardness. 

Why will they not willingly part with a little of what they must in a 
short time lose all ! Setting aside the decays of age and the fickleness 
of society, physicians educated in the present day, must, in some respects 
excel those who commenced half a century ago ; but are those who have 
toiled up the steep ascent in a common vehicle to take offence because 
they are overtaken or even passed by a locomotive, — and hence, attempt 
to impede its progress * Rather let them enter the same car, and if they 
are not in all respects skillful engineers, capable of guiding its movements, 
their superior knowledge of the road will enable them to point out its dan- 
gers, and thus the parties will move smoothly on, mutually imparting and 
receiving benefit. 

Notwithstanding the increased facilities of acquiring medical education, 
quackery is yet stalking through the land with lengthened strides — not as 
formerly, confined to a few M men and Indian women, livfi>g on the 
mountains brow— gathering their few simples from iu steep declivities, 
amid the cold beams of the moon, or at the precise moment of planetary 
coniunction, and dispensing them to the harmless cottagers in the neigh* 
borhood, but now it is found siuing in h^gh places — with names glistening 
oil brass plates, prescribing for the rich, the learned and noble, and ** deal- 
ing damnation round the land.** Scattering ** fire brands and death," in 
shape of the most potent remedies which art or nature can furnish, and 
parading certificates of success from sages, and statesmen, and Right Rev- 
erend Fathers in Grod. 

How is this deluge to be stayed — this irruption of Goths and Vandals 
to be turned back to the dark cavee of ignorance and superstition from 
whence they came ? Legal enactments are so inefiicient that many of 
our wisest physicians think they should be repealed altogether — learning 
and skill, and high requirements are of no avail to contend with ignorance 
and prejudice. We ask again how is the medical profession to attain that 
high estate from which it has fallen ? 

Clearly then, one only course remains, the adoption of high and honor- 
able conduct in all our intercourse with medical men, sacrificing every 
petty and selfish consideration on the altar of benevolence. Seeking our 
reward from the good ai»d great of'Durown profession, and the silent com- 
mendation of our own eonsciences. Above all, by easting aside the 
wretched narrow policy of appealing to the public, who are always pleased 
to find any occasion to fan the embers of discord, and of thus degrading 
the ptofession to their own level. U. T. 



ANALYTICAL DEPARTMENT. 



SINGULAK EPIDEMIC. 

A singular malady, which has recently made its appearance among the 
ladies, has excited much speculation in the medical world. As the vic- 
tims of this complaint obstinately reject all advice, and delicacy forbids a 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



166 Singular Jlpidemic. 

close aod accurate examination of the parts affected, we hare been com- 
pelled to resort to conjecture, and to adopt such conclusions as external 
appearances would seem to indicate. 

Judging by this imperfect mode of observation, we suppose that an 
enormous tumor, of the wart or wen species, has been produced by the 
operation of some unknown cause over the lower region of the spine.— 
That it is a callous excresence, may be inferred fram the absence of M 
pain and inflammation, which could scarcely exist to any great extent 
without affecting seriously the general health ; and it is a remarkable fea- 
ture in this disease, that the fair sufferers seem to be utterly insensible to 
the danger of their situation, and indulge, without restraint, in their usual 
amusements. We have had no means of ascertaining the exact. superfi- 
cial extent of this tunM)r ; but its apparent magnitude varies in different 
persons, and frequently fluctuates in the same individual. Neither have 
we been able to determine its consistency, or whether the cyst, which 
contains it, is connected with the body by a narrow neck ; or whether it 
adheres to the surface through the whole extent of its apparent elongation. 
In shape, it resembles a cylinder stretching horizontally across the back, 
with its truncated extremities protruding somewhat on each side beyond 
the circumference of the waist. 

This uncommon affection, is confined to the softer sex*; and as, 
upon its first advent in this country, it raged principally in the cit- 
ies, its origin was hastily ascribed to some floating miasm in the local 
atmosphere, or to the habits of diet and exercise peculiar to a crowded 
population. But before the truth of this hypothesis could be tested |)y ex- 
periment and observation, the hypothesis itself was completely exploded 
by the fact, that the malady had spread with unexampled rapidity intQ the 
most secluded districts of the country.. Indeed, some of the most gigantic 
specimens of this portentous excresence which we have ever encountered 
were found in very retired situations ; yet as the disease in the same vi- 
cinities was by no means universally diflfused, the cases in question were 
probably sporadic. 

Various conjectures h&ve been hazarded as to the efiicient cause of this 
phenomenon. 

The most plausible hypothesis yet proposed as a solution of the difficulty is, 
that the tumor in question isanalagous to the elephantiasis, of the West In- 
dies, and is the work of some Venomous insect burrowing beneath the 
cuticle in the region of the loins. i( this be so, the cure may be both 
delicate and diflScult ; but the image of the soft and lender skin of a beau- 
tiful woman perforated, like some moth-eaten parchment, is so distasteful 
to our imaginations, that we must be permiued to suspend our opinion on 
the subject, till some stronger proofs be adduced. 

The medical world has been much divided, as usual*, on the question, 
whether this novel disease be epidemic or contagious. A vast amount of 
learning and ingenuity has been expended in the controversy, without 
throwing much light on the subject of debate ; it has left the respective 
disputants more wedded than ever to their own opinions. 

The progress of this peculiar malady, like that of its great prototype, 
the Asiatic cholera, is altogether astonishing, and militates against every 
conclusion of analogy and experience. It has been known in a^few hours 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Singular M^fidemic. 191 

to reacb its utmost dsgtee of tumefaction ; and young ladies, whose sjipk- 
like tenuity of form was the ornament and admiration of the evening en* 
tertainment, have emerged from their chambers in the morning accoutred 
with a pack of such prodigious dimensions, that, with little effort of imagi- 
nation, they might be mistaken for gypsies on a march, bending beneath 
the weight of all their household go<Mls. The morbid action indicated by 
this preternatural growth, would seem to demand the exhibition of the 
most speedy and decisive remedies. Leeching, cupping, and other topi- 
cal applications might palliate, but could scarcely arrest the progress of 
this extraordinary swelling. The cautery and tbo knife could alone be- 
relied on for its effiictual extirpation. The operation, however, would be 
hazardous ; for the vitality indicated by its rapid development, betrays its 
connexion with the arterial systep. Tha excision of so large a mass from 
the body, would, under any circumstances, be attended with a sense of ex- 
h^sfion, and might seriously affect the nervous system, particularly when 
the unfortnnate patient, from a delusive conception of the disease, is averse 
to the necessary measures of relief. 

It is supposed, from the prevalence of goitres and idiocy in the same 
districts of Switzerland, that there is some inexplicable connexion between 
that excresence and the brain. We are not prepared to deny the truth of 
this conjecture ; and by parity of reasoning we think it much more prob- 
able, that the bishop, resting as it docs on the spinal column, and thus 
communicating directly with the seat of perception, should exercise a 
still greater influence on the powers of the understanding. Is it altogether 
impossible, that the medullary substance, occupying the chambers of the 
cranium, should, from the power of gravitation, or an irregular circulation 
Of the fluids, have abandoned; in a great measure, the cavity of the skull, 
and sccumnlated on the lower region of the spine, so as to form this ex- 
traordinary enlargement ? We throw out this idea as a mere hypothesis, 
to be tested by future investigation. Certain it is, that the subjects of this 
strange disease are characterized by a levity and volatility, which increase 
in a ratio with the growth of the dorsal tumefaction. If this bump had 
made its appearance on the cranium, phrenology would have furnished a 
ready explanation of the phenomenon ; but unluckily the disciples of that 
useful science have not extended their inquiries to the mental qualities 
indicated by the irregularities of the spine. 

The ramifications of this swelling seem to be spreading horizontally, 
and it is apprehended, that it may nltimately encircle the slender waists 
of the ladies with a continuous riflge, which no illusion of the imagina- 
tion can transform into the cestus of Venus, or the girdle of Florimel. — 
Not to speak of the unpleasant surmises to which such an unseemly pro- 
tuberance must give rise, the most serious [diysical derangement may be 
anticipated from this enormous pressure on the diaphraghm. 

The unwillingness of the fair sufferers to submit to medical exami- 
nation, renders it impossible to ascertain with precision all the symp- 
toms of this disease ; but so far as we have observed, the most prominent 
are, slight febrile action, nervous excitability, giddiness of the head, rest- 
lessness, excessive flightiness, and an inordinate proclivity to the intoxi- 
cating pleasures of fashionable life. These symptoms may vary in de- 
gree according to the character and constitution of the patient, but they 
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are beliered to be the usual concomitants of this singular afleetion. Thej 

Sroelaim that the nervous system is deeply implicated, and that e?ery in* 
ulgence of an exciting nature must be pernicious. It is eiudent, there* 
fore, that retirement, solitude and quiet, are essential to recovery. We 
should advise, as a preliminary to any course of treatment, a residence 
in some secluded moontain-ralley, where pure air, rural occupations, to* 
mantic scenery, and an absence of the temfHations and frivolities of the 
gay world, might gradually renovate the tone of the nervous system, and 
prepare the way for a radical expulsion of this hideous excresence. 

We have entered with the greater minuteness into the discussion of this 
subject, because the interest which we feel in the welfare of our fair coun* 
try women, no less than the sentiments of humanity, demand from the 
medical faculty the exertion of their utmost skill in the extirpation of such 
an alarming evil, and more especially in ridding the form of youthful 
beauty of so loathsome a deformity. ^^Sem^A. Lit, Mess, D. 

Campbell County, Va,, Dec, 1841. 



Lime Moxa, — Dr. Osborne has availed himself of the high temperature 
produced by lime, in the act of slaking, for the purpose of a moxa. Some 
quick lime, in powder, to the depth of about half an inch, is placed on the 
skin, inside a porte moxa, or a strip of card, bent together, and tied, so as 
to form a circle. Some water is dropped on, and mixed with it. In about 
two minutes, the mixture swells, and becomes dry, and at the same time, 
a high degree of heat is produced, which, accordin]g to some experiments, 
may amount to 500^ Far. This moxa, Dr. Osborne considers to be su- 
perior to kll others ; first, from the intensity of the heat, which, by using 
a larger bulk of lime, may equal the potential cautery ; and secondly, 
from its convenience, not requiring the assistance of any heated substance, 
and being unaccompanied by the emission of sparks or smoke, which cre- 
ate terror in the mind of the patient. When the quantity of lime applied, 
is smaller than above mentioned, or not kept on long, the result is an ap^ 
pearance, resembling that produced by acetic acid, and a thick crust is 
formed, which separates, according as new skin is perfected underneath. 
When, however, the quantity is as large, or larger, and kept on as long as 
the heat continues, then a complete destruction of the skin ensues ; and 
thus, issues may be made, of greater depth, and in a much shorter time, 
ihan by the usual escharotics. 

In order to ascertain the depth to which this moxa acts, lie applies it on 
the surface of an egg, and then observes the thickness of coagulated al- 
bumen formed underneath. This shows the extent to which the serum 
may be coagulated in the vessels of the part, and which is subsequently 
«eparated by ulceration, as a foreign body ; but the beneficial action of a 
jmoxa does not stop here ; its superiority, as an escharotic, or conter-irri- 
tant, according to Dr. Osborne's view, consists in this : that the heat 
produces a contraction and change in the action of the vessels of parts, 
over which it is applied, with great excitement of the absorbents, enabling 
them to return to a state of health, after the failure of all other mean^, as 
may be seen from the cases related in Larrey's work on this subject, and 
as is well known and acted upon by veterinary practitioners. In one case, 
at Mercer's Hospital, it was productive of a very decided change. A fe* 
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male laboyad under the tympumis of ulceration of the n|>per part of the 
reotum, and sigmoid flexure, for above a year, and had constantly most 
eevere pain in those parts, on passing her motions, which were accompa- 
nied by discharges of purulent and sanious matter. On being examined, 
^e rectum, and lower part of the colon, were free from contractions, and 
the fcscal masses, which occasionally passed, although productire of great 
suffering, yet showed that the passage was not considerably narrowed ; a 
Ume moxa, when extended to about the size of a crown, was applied over 
the sigmoid flexure, and was immediately followed by a dimunition of pain, 
and an almost complete cessation of the discharge ; and before the ulcer, 
produced by the moxa, had filled up by granulations, all the symptoms of 
the internal ulceration had entirely disappeared. In a case of commencing 
softening of tubercles, and in another, apparently of purulent infiltration, af- 
ter pneumonia, its effect, in putting a stop to the ulcerative process, was 
most decided. In a case of hip joint disease, in which there was great 
pain, and consequent loss of sleep, the patient slept well on the following 
night, and in a few days, gained much power over the limb. And in an- 
other case, of the same disease, which had proceeded to destruction of 
the joint, and extensive enlargement of the parts around it, a copious dis- 
charge by the moxa, was followed in a fortnight, by a complete subsidenee 
of the enlargement, and a corner of the ulcerated surfaee is now kept open 
as an issue, the remainder being allowed to heal, under a water dressing. 
It is to be observed, that the size of the ulcer formed, is always much 
larger than that of the lime applied, in every case having at least twice 
its diameter. When the lime is prepared from calcareous spar, the heat 
produced on the addition of the water, is sudden and intense, and the pain 
is proportionally urgent. For ordinary purposes, however, well selected 
pieces of lime, from a lime^kiln, answer well, if freshf but not otherwise. 
— Dub. Jour, Med. iSct., January, 1842. 

,i , I I I I 

Sipkilis.-^We extract the following hints on siphilitic disease from a 
report of Mr. Mayo's Clinical Surgical Lectures. 

Ricord's method of inoculation is valuable for the light it throws on cer- 
tain pathological questions. It proves that the siphilitic virus, and that of 
gonorrhcea, are not the same ; that there is but one siphilitic virus, which^ 
under different circumstances, produces sores unattended with induratioUr 
indurated sores or Hunterian chancres, and the ragged spreading ulcers^ 
called phagedenic. The inoculation is, however, not to be resorted to in 
all cases, it is a means of diagnosis, and where the diagnosis is plain, it 
is not to be resorted to. But in doubtful eases it it of great use. Th*^ 
objections to it are — 

« 1st. The production el a second artificial chancre increases the chance 
of the system being affected. This, however, is an idea without founda- 
tion. It is not proven that a patient with two primary sores is in greater 
danger of lues than though he had but one. 

2d. The artificial sore may result from the application of the matter of 
an angry sore, though it be not siphilitic. I have put this to trial many 
limes, and. the inoculated points have not festered. 

3d. The inoculation taking, the artificial chancre, if not closely watched, 
may beceme more trooblesome than the original sore. But this is an argu* 
ment not against inoculation, but against its being done carelessly. 
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How shmAimocudatwn be performed ? — Tb9 l>e«t ptrt for inootdtiion i» 
the back of the forearm, just below the wrist. The point inoculated 
should be covered with a bit of sticking plaster, and not disturbed for 
three days. Before arming the lancet with the discharge from any sore^ 
the sore should not have been wiped off nor dressed with any chemicmi 
application for at least three hoius* On removing the sticking plaster on 
the fourth day, we shall find ^either that the puncture has healed, and en- 
tirely disappeared, or it has ulcerated ; the akin around is niflamed, and if 
the epidermis is not .broken, we sball find a small flat vesicle, contaiping 
lymph or ptis, and surrounded by an areole of infiammatioA. Occasion* 
ally, though very rarely, the inoculated point does not inflame till the 
fourth or fifth day, when a pustule suddenly appears. When the inocula- 
tion takes to this extent the proof is clear, the sore is. certainly venereal. 

To get rid of this artificial sore, caustic should bs very freely appliedr 
so as to destroy the texture, for the depth of half a line. If this is done 
thoroughly, the sore will assume a healthy aspect on the separating of the 
slough ; and if it does not, we must reapply, more freely, and more care- 
fully, the caustic. Inoculation may fail when the sore is really siphilitic. 

Ist. By the secretion having been removed from the surface of the sus- 
pected sore, just before the lancet was armed. 

2d. The oharacter of the sore having been changed by caustic. 

3d. This change being wrought by inflammation or sloughing. 

4th. The secretion having been changed in its nature by timQ. I haver 
seen two cases of this sort. 

Meremrial Treatment. -^When there is an^ indurated sore, mercury if 
sometimes the only means of soundly and speedily healing it. Indeed, 
som^ veneral sores, without induration, are slow to heal unless mercury 
is used. I saw a case of this sort lately ; the patient was fur five weeks 
treated by Dr. Frick of Hamburg, without mercury — the sore did not 
heal. He then came under my care, took mercury, and was cured.^ 

There ate cases by history, appearance, and inoculation proved to be 
siphilitic, which will not yield to mercury. In the two cases of this kind 
which I have seen, there were many sores ; these clustering sores are 
very intractable. 

To the Editor ef the Medical Gazette : 

Sir :~The lblk)wing resolution, passed at a meeting of the Comitia Mt^ 
nom of the Medical Society of this city and county, held yesterday, is sa 
important in its bearing upon the profession, and especially upon those whi^ 
are in the habit of having students under their care, that yon will prob- 
ably confer an essential service on them by giving it a place in your JournaL 
Yours, Ac. 

H. D. BULKLEY, R$c. See. Co. Med. Soe. 
Houstovn Street, March 25. 

Whereas, The 8th and 9th Section, of Title 7, chiipter 114, of the Re- 
vised Statutes, requires that every Student of Medicine^ in ord#r to entitle 
him to an examination for license, shall have studied a certain time with 
a physician or surgeon, duly authorized by law to practice his pfofessiotti 
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and) wheress, the Ist, 2iid, and 10th t«ctkma, of title 7, chapter 14, re- 
quires that every physician or surgeon shall become members of the Med- 
ical Society of the County in which he TBsides, or his license shall be 
deemed forfeited, and he shall be subject to <Ul the provisions and penal- 
'ties of the Uws of this State in relation to unlicensed physicians. 

Therefore^ ReMlved^ That the Comitia Minora, of the Medical Society 
,oS the City and County of New York* cannot widiout violation of the law, 
receive the certificate specifying the time of study of any one applying for 
examination for license, unless his preceptor signing such certificate, shall 
be a member of this Society, or an authenticated member of some Medical 
Society in this State, established according to law. 



eiEANINQS, 



Mrs. Gove, the celebrated popular lecturer, has published her " Lec-^ 
tures to Ladies on Anatomy atad Physiology.'' Our Boston cotemporary 
informs us that Mrs« G. makes the Ge]eiA>rated Graham, of Pran Bread 
memory,her idol-'* a most unfortuM^e prediledlion" ** The age of calf wor^ 
ship," he adds, " has happily passed away, and one or'two years of thought 
will convince Mrs. Gove that it is poor policy to engage a passage in a 

, sinking ship." ** New England QMorterly Journal of Medicine and Sur- 

g^f/" — ^a periodical, with this title, has been projected in Boston ; the 
first No. to be issued in July. Drs. Ware and Parkmaa, Editors ; terms, 

f S per annum. Dr. ITlney, of Auburn, N. Y., has invented a new 

Speculum Ani ; it is highly spoken of by our eminent surgeons,— ^^If 
we nUatake not, 25 years ago, the United States contained only 4 medical 
schools, in Penn., New York, Mass., and Conn. Now there are 9 in 
New Sngland ^lone, while most of the western and southern states have 
one or more. A whole family- were poisoned on -Long Island from ar- 
senic, given to them by an incensed cook ; she having found a large 
quantity in the clock case, kept there by the master of the house. How 
long will famflies persist in keeping deadly poisons in their houses, and 

within reach of servants and children ? A Mr. Reiley, of West Troy,. 

took a solution of two table spoonsfull of oxalie acid, serrt him by an 
apothecary, for salts. His wife would have taken a similar dose, had not 
the efifects on her husband been so instantaneous. He died in five or six 
minutes. How long must our lives be jeopardized by these ignoramossea 
in shape of apothecaries ? Should not such cases be considered con* 
structive malice ? Let us have a law to this effect, and we shall hear of 
no more cases of murder committed by joiner's apprentices, or boys too 
young tft distinguish one salu from another* We do not blame the boys. 
Let a few of their niggardly masters be hung, acid they will learn to era- 
ploy men who understand the business, even if it coats a few shillings 
more. 



Jfomed.— At Washington, Dr. T. Beatty, of New Orleans, to Mrs. EU 
lea A. White, of Florida.— i— In liOuisville, Kentucky, 8th inst.. Dr. 
Charles Caldwell, Profeieor in the Medical Institute, to Mrs. Maiy Bar* 
ton, late of Philadelphia. 
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INSTITUTION FOR tAe TREATMENT OF CALCULOUS AFFECTIONS, 

AMD OTHER DlSBASIt OP THE URINABT OKGAHt. 

The undersigned, fonnerlj Profeysor of Sorgeiy in the College of Physicians and Surgeons of ibe 
Universitjr'of the State of New Torlc, and in the Medical College of Qhio, begs leave to inform the 
Medical Profession that he has establislled an Institution for the accommodation of patienu laboring 
under Calculous Affections, Plstule, Diseases of the Bladder, Kidneys, &c. • 

▲s the Members of the Profession are generally aware that the undersigned has practised LithMrity 
for many years, and devoted much of £s time to diseases of the urinary oivans^ he hopes that this 
Institution will meet wHh the approbation of his friends in the profession and the public. 

Any person desiring further information, may apply, personally or by lett^, to him, at No. 9 Park 
Placet New York. • , 

October^ 18M, 1841. ALBAN GOLDSMITH. M. D. 

DR. ALBAN GOLDSMITH will deliver a course of lectures 4>n diseases of the genito-nrhiary 
organs, including Lithotritus, dec., every Saturday at % p. m., at the Eastern Dispensary. At the 
same time operations will be perform#d with clinical remarks. Students and Physicians are invited 
to attend. 

DK CHAPIN'S UTERO-ABDOMINAL SUPPORTERS. 
Trussesi Suspensory Bamdagety ^c. 
The subscriber having appointed Dr. Uriah Turner, General'Agent for the above, a constant sup- 
ply wiU be kept at the Office of the Medical Gazette, No. 121 Fulton Street-Liberal discount 
to wholesale purchasers. 

Many eminent physicians in the city give these Instruments the preference, and thofr practitioners 
unacquainted wtth them, can scarce be aware of the relief they afford in one of the most distress- 
ing class of diseases with which the female sex are afflicted. . J. R. Cbapin. 
N«m ybrJk, Oct. 22, 1841. 

Dr. Turner is also Agent for Dr. Haynes' 
UTERO-ABDOMINAL SUPPORTERS. 
An entirely new artiele, highly spoken of in the Boston and Philadelphia Medical Journals, and ex- 
t ensively used in the former c ity. Physicians are respectfully invited to caU and examine them. 

X — 

Obsenrations on Strabismus, with engravings, Ac, by Alfred C. Post, BC D., one of the Surgeons 
A f!w ^***?*'*1: formerly .one of the Surgeons of the N. Y. Bye Infirmary, Ac. Ac. PubSshed 
and sold by Charles 8. Francis, 252, Broadway. 

n^"Jn?V ^^J^D^NO, 35 1-2 CHATHAM STREET.-SURGICAL INSTRITMENT MAKER IN 
^.^^-S^""""®? hand, and makes to order, all kinds of Surgical Instruments, of the roost im- 
W^A P5"®™»» *"a of the best workmanship. From a long experience in manufacturmg, he feels 
confident in recommending his instruinents to the faculty in general, to whom he returns his thanks 
forpa>t favors, and solicits a continuation of their patronage. 

^..?i!l*'®*' ^*'*y;? *? ^^^ the attention of the profession to an instrument recently invented for intro- 
ducing suppositories into the rectum, Ac. in oases of irritation or inflammation of that tube, or of the 
neignoonng parts. * 

New Yarkf September 1 , 1 84 1 . 1 y . 



PRIVATE INSTITUTION FOR THE INSANE, AT MURRAY HILL, NEW YORK. 
r«^tw^t« *^®^ **" opened a private establishment, on the plan of those in Europe which have 

!.L^ ^" .. 5^ r 'i,, V '"® residence of a private fam y. The ntunber of patients will be lim- 
ited-the attendanU wiU be so numerous as to give tO each invalid if nwessarv the eiclnMivl «S 
^•WnS^«"® ?'* "^T ' V»«rf by di-Penslnjj. as fa? ap possible. wi^Sl p^^^ 
biS^JS?S^£*Sn"l*'"* T*" '^ directe/ by the promoter ;' and sSh m^deToT^JSiS^enl^lh^^ 
aSd b^. r^?L?.oJ!i*" " ■ ''^?? " physician to one of the largest Insane Hospitals U?the coumnr 
and by a recent personal examination of the private Institutions o! Europe, wlU bi^ carried intTeSJct' 

Application for admission to JAMES MCDONALD, M. D., 29 Clinton Place, New York. 
d'^n^ J^ft^YnilS'l? MEDICAL GAZETTE is published every Wednesday, by UHak 1\,rver %t 

DEAN, PRINTER, 2 ANN STREET. 
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ORIGINAL DEPARTMENT. 



OpmtUianfar ArMcial Pupil and sybseauent section qfthe Rectus 

Sperior. Bt J, Kearnt Rodobiis, M. D., Surgeon to .the N. T» 
ospital, vid of the N. Y. Eye Infirmary. 

Francis Anderson, aged -about twenty-five years, while engaged 
on the Albany and Boston Railroad, in December, 1838, was severely 
injured by tbe explosion of powder. The left fore arm was ampu* 
tated ; the right eve suifty iuid vi9ion nearly destroyed in the left. 

September 22d, 1841. He was admitted, under my care, into 
the New York £y# InfiHnary, with the hope of r^gjuining the sight 
of th6 left eye. , There was a deme opacity of the lower part of the 
.cornea, occupying two*thirds of its whole area, leaving a crescentic 
upper portion transparent ; the greatest width of which, was about 
one-fourth the diameter of the cornea. The irts adhered to this 
opake partf that had evidently been the seat of a perforating ulcer, 
or slough ; and the pupil was drawn downward. On examining the 
eye from above, the edge of free pupil could be seen ; and I deter- 
mined to give him the opportunity of any benefit to be derived from 
Gibson's operation for artificial pupiK This was performed on the 
26th of September, in the manner, recommended by Guthrie ; ma- 
king an incision through the cornea, with a cataract knife, %nd with- 
drawing it '" with a rip." The iris protruding this wound was re* 
moved by a pair of curved scissors, and the operation completed in 
half a minute, 

J4^o inflamipation followed the operation* and vision was greatlr 
improved, so as to enable him lo see large letters. The upper lia« 
however, usually covered the pupil, and on the 16th of October, for 
the purpose of raising it, so that its edge should not interfere witk 
the pupil, I removed a portion of its integuments, (after the ordinary 
operation for entropior,) with benefit. Still the levator palpebrss 
superioris couM not raise the lid suflkiently at all times, and the assis* 
tance of the hand was occasionally required* He returned home, 
however, gratified with the amendment derived ftom the operations. 

16 
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In March of the preseet year,iie again called on me ; and finding 
that the upper lid interfered with vision, 1 resolved on an operation, 
which I belieVe has once been performed, in similar circumstances, 
of dividing the rectus superior oculi, and thus allow the rectU3 infe- 
rior to draw down the pupil beyond the mar^n of the upper tid. 
This was done* on the 8th., in the way 1 ordinarily operate for strab- 
ismus. The ufyper and under lids being held by a practised assis- 
tant, I raise the conjunctiva with blood-vessel forceps, and cut 
through it with straight scissors. The tendon being laid bare» I pass 
a curved probe under it, and divide with a pair of bent scissors. 

Very little inflammation ensued, and the eye was drawn down so 
as to improve his vision, but not as much as I expected, and certainly 
not corresponding to the change that usually takes place after the 
operation of dividing the rectus internus in strabismus. He now 
left me, satisfied with the amended siglit, and the result of the ope- 
ration. 



CLINIQUE AT THE COLLEGE OF PHYSICLANS & SURGEONS. 

April 13, 1842. 

Dr. Bulkley commenced his Clinique for Diseases of the Skin, at 
the College, in Crosby Street, last Monday morning, and exhibited 
a number of vBry interesting cases. After some remarks on the 
distinctions, of a practical nature, between diseases, of the scalp in 
infants and children, which it is essential to make, and a reference 
to a case of pityriasis capitis; shown on a former occasion, and now 
illustrated by a very accurate engraving of that form of disease, four 
cases were exhibited: two of them of eczema, so common in infants 
during nursing and first dentition, and two very aggravated and weH 
marked cases of true porrigo, the affection known in popular tan- 
kage under the name of '< scald head," which differs from the others 
m aSecting older children more commonly, in being contagious, and 
in destroying the hair. Remarks were then made on the treatment 
of this contagious form. 

Two well-marked cases of squamous disease were then shown ; 
one of psoriasis guUaia^ and one of general pityriasis, affecting the 
whole body and limbs; the latter a comparatively rare form of dis- 
ease, and of which Dr. B. has met with but few cases. The distin- 
guishing marks between these two genera were pointed out, with 
remarks on the mode of treatment of these diseases. The case of 
psoriasis guttata, was of several years standing, and is hereditary 
in its origin — the mother of the patient having been affected by it. 
Dr. B. dwelt at some length on the different remedies for the treat- 
ment of this very obstinate form of cutaneous disease, which our 
limits will not permit us to give. This patient is under the use of 
tinct cartharides, commenced in small dioses, five drops three times» 
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daily, and ^dually increased to ten drops, three times a day, in 
camphor mixture, and is decidedly improving ; and this, too, without 
the use of any external means, not even of warm bathing, which he 
was directed to have in future. Remarks were also made on the 
use of arsenic in the treatipept of this disease, and also of a combi- 
nation of iodine, arsenic, and mercury, as recommended by Mr. 
Donovan, of Dublin, which Dr. B. has used with advantage in a 
case lately under his care, in a gentleman between thirty and forty 
years of age, in whom the disease appeared very soon after birtli. 
The course recommended in a case of general pityriasis, formerly 
prescribed for by Dr. B. in consultation last year, was antiphlogistic 
and soothing, until the excitement of the system had subsided, after 
which, tonics were used, as quinine, with elixir vitriol, &c. In this case, 
the use of baths of sulphuret of potash, was followed by very deci- 
dedly beneficial effects. A second case of psoriasis guttata^ affect- 
ing the lower extremities principally, was also exhibited. 

In addition to these cases, were four of chronic ectema, one affect- 
ing the ear, in a young girl, another the back of the hand, of five 
months standing, a third the upper and back part of the neck, and 
a fourth the shoulder and arm of a female, in which there was such 
a remarkable thickening of the skin, as to present the appearance of 
elephantiasis arabum ; also a severe case of eczema impetiginodes^ 
in a man recently arrived from sea, affecting the arms, thighs, and 
abdomen, and simulating scabies very much, for which indeed it was 
mistaken by the patient. This last is a form of cutaneous disease 
very common among emigrants arriving in this country from Europe, 
during the spring and summer months, of which, Dr. B. remarked 
that, he had seen numerous cases at different times. It has the same 
elementary form, and the same seat as scabies, and bears such a re- 
semblance to it in many cases, as to reader the diagnosis very diffi- 
cult, and sometimes almost impossible. There is, however, an 
occasional tendency to grouping of the vesicles in eczema, and in 
the present case, there was no proof that the patient had communi«- 
cated the disease, although it had existed about two months. The 
treatment must be conducted on constitutional principles — mercurial 
purgatives or laxatives, according to the strength of the patient, 
every alternate ni^ht, followed by some cathartic the next morning, 
for three or four times, until all symptoms of gastric derangement 
have disappeared, and afterwards, some tonic, accordingj to the cir- 
cumstances required, as bitter infusion, or sulphate of quinine,either 
wjth or without elixir vitriol. The warm bath to be used two or 
three times a week, and strict attention to be paid to diet, which, 
during the latter stage, must be nourishing but unirritating. The 
surface to be spongcid over with warm water daily, if the warm bath 
be Qot within the means of the patient. 

A boy eleven or twelve years of age, with ZzcAen, was also shown, 
who was paie and cachectic when first seen, and wbo is improving 
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under the ase of quiniDe with elixir yitriol, and the frequent use of 
an alkaline waah, with warm bathing, &c. Two or three other pa- 
tients were in attendance, but the hour having more than expired, 
they could not be exhibited. 



NEW YORK MEBICJLL GAZETTE. 

NEW YORK, APRIL 20, 1842. 



We perform a grateful duty in directing the special attentioQ of our rea- 
ders to the advertisement in this day^s Gazette, of Dr. Rodgers' Institution. 
The high professional and personal character which Dr. Rodgers has main- 
tained for years in this city, and which, without the adventitious aids to 
which others have resorted, has gradually extended itself throughout the 
country, will be the best guarantee of the character of his Institution, and 
renders superfluous, that commendation of his undertaking in which we 
should delight to indulge. 

CUnique of the College of Physicians and Surgeons, — We find it nearly 
knpossiUe to present a continuous account of the clinical instruction at 
this institution. In addition to the regular clinique of Drs. Parker and 
Gilman, there are now two other gentlemen engaged in clinical lecturing 
regularly. Dr. Swett on Diseases of the Chest, on Saturday, and Dr. 
Bulkley on Diseases of the Skin, of one of whose cliniques, we to day 
offer our readers an abstract, too brief, we fear, to convey an adequate idea 
of the interest its delivery excited. The Spring Course of Lectures at 
the College, is attended by a class twice as large as that of last year, and the 
lectures hitherto given have been eminently acceptable to the students. 
Altogether, the enterprise is crowned with the most flattering success, and 
the gentlemen who originated it, h^ve abundant reason to congratulate 
themselves on the result of the experiment. It has proved to the profes- 
sion here, and elsewhere, that the physicians of New York are in earnest 
in their determination to improve to the utmost the advantages which theii 
city presente for medical instruction. 

Upon the College in which this course is delivered, and the Faculty by 
whom the undertaking has been fostered, the Course will reflect credit, 
and confer advantage. Their liberality in throwing open their doors to an 
enterprising and ambitious corps of lecturers, Ium secured them many 
friends, while the efforts of these lecturers, attracting, as they have done, 
students from all parts of the Union, and from Canada, while it extends 
the reputation of the lecturers, will not fail, also, to make the institution 
in which these advantages are enjoyed, widely known, and highly appre- 
ciated. 

Works on Botany — We learn that the 2d part of the second volume of 
the Flora op North America, by Drs. Torrey and Gray, was published 
•n the 1st inst., by Wiley and Putnam. 

The same pnblbhers hare^also in press^ a new Botanical Txxt 
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Book, rrom the pen of Dr. Gray ; ^^omprising a brief eiposition of Stmc* 
tnral and Physiological Botany, and of the Natural Families of the vege- 
table kingdom, with an enumeration of the principal plants employed in 
medicine, and in the arts. The work is expected to appear early in May. 
This work will be of great value to those medical students who desire 
to gain a knowledge of Botany, and we rejoice to say that the number of 
such is daily increasing. Indeed, we believe that the chief reason why 
Botany has been so much neglected by the profession in our country, is, 
that the meaae of studying it scientifically have not been afforded them. 
The only text books within reach of the student, being of a character to 
dtsgust him with a branch of natural science, which, if properly presented 
Co his view, could not but prove as eminently attractive, as it is practically 
useful. This great difficulty will now be removed. Dr. Gray is well 
known, both in this country and abroad, as a man of tme science, and we 
are rejoiced that a gentleman who has shown, by previous publications, 
that he is capable of ^her things, has consented to prepare a Text Book 
of his favorite science. We bespeak for his work the favor of kis profes- 
sion. We have no doubt that it will be generally used in our medical in- 
stitutions. We would suggest to those of our brethren who have a voice 
in the control of schools, academies, and other literary institutions, that 
tkey will do science a service by introducing Dr. Gray's Text Book. 

In the London Medical Gazette, Dec. 24, 1841, there are related six- 
teen cases of uterine hemorrhage, in the latter moliths of pregnancy, by 
that very distinguished obstetrician. Dr. Robt. Lee. Upon these, as hav 
ing a practical tendency, we propose to offer a few comments. 

Case 1. Mrs. R«, aged 40, 7 months pregnant, was suddenly attacked 
with profuse hemorrhage. The placenta adhered all around to the cervix, 
and she toas very faint. The os uteri was dilated to the size of half a 
crown, but thick and rigid. " I endeavored," says Dr. Lee, " to pass the 
whole hand into the uterus, but found it impossible.^ The fore and mid- 
dle fingers were, however, easily passed up between the placenta and ute- 
rus on the fore part, and " with these, before the membranes toere ruptured, 
I seized a foot, and brought it into the vagina, and soon extracted the child." 
The recovery was rapid. This seizing a foot with two fingers^ before the 
membranes were ruptured, or without rupturing them, we should, but for 
the authority on which it is stated, have considered to be impossible. 
What, we would enquire, would have been the objection, the rigid and un- 
dilated state of the os being considered, to plugging the vagina, and while 
endeavoring to restore the vital forces, awaiting the return of uterine ac- 
tion, and its further dilatation, before proceeding to the delivery ? Is not 
this an instanee of " meddlesome midwifey," and the practice inculcated 
of very questionable propriety ? 

Case 2. A lady in the 8th month, had, on tl^e 7th of April, an immense 
discharge of Uood, followed by faintness, coldness of the extremities, 
great rapidity and feebleness of puke. *' The os uteri was thick, and so 
high up, and so little dilated, that it was with the utmost difficulty I could 
pass the fore and middle fingers within it." The placenta adhered all 
round. With extreme difficulty, "and after great exertion," with these 
tw» Angers, a fool was got hold of, and aft«r long continued efforts, the 
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child was extracUd. The pulse could scarcely be perceired for many 
hours afterwards, but she recovered. Again, we question the propriety of 
proceeding at once to the delivery, in such a state of system, and at so 
early a period. The danger incurred by such strenuous exertions in a 
patient thus exhausted, appears to us extreme. The patient evidently 
barely escaped with her life, and had she died, we cannot think that the 
conduct of her medical attendant would have been whoHy blameless. 

Case 3. A patient, gone 7 nionths, attacked with profuse flooding, indu- 
cing great faintness, and a feeble, rapid pulse. The os open to the size 
of a crown, and the placenta adherent all round. *' Immediate delivery 
being necessary,'' (why ?) '* the hand was passed, and delivery accom- 
plished, during which a convulsion occurred. Another followed, and she 
died in four hours." Why not have awaited a further dilatation of the om 
uteri, a tampon having been introduced, and means taken to excite uterine 
contraction ? 

Case 4. 8 months gone ; flooding not profuse ; os uteri high and rigid, 
open to the size of half a crown, placenta adherent all around, " except at 
one spot, where it had been detached." In the evening a sudden gush 
took place, followed by great faintness. The delivery was immediately 
efiected. Why, we would ask, were not the membranes ruptured at the 
spot where the placenta was detached, at the first visit, and the case led 
to nature. And why was not the vagina plugged, to guard against the re- 
turn of hemorrhage, which might at any time, and did actually recur. 
For ourselves, we could not have given sleep to our eyes, nor slumber to 
our eyelids, had we left a patient so situated, similarly unprotected. 

Case 5. Profuse hemorrhage, near the full period ; placenta detached, 
and slightly protruding through the os ; next morning the pains came on, 
the membranes gave way, and the child was born alive. Would it not 
have been safer to have ruptured the membranes at the first visit, than to 
trust the case till next morning ? 

It will be seen by the preceding cases, that it is the practice of Dr. Lee, 
in cases where the placenta adheres all round, to proceed at once, on the 
occurrence of hemorrhage, to delivery, even where the os uteri is high up, 
undilated to any extent, thick, rigid, and in states of extreme prostration ; 
nay, even 4o subject the patient, so situated, to the most strenuous and long 
continued eflbrts, on the part of the accoucheur, to efiect the delivery. Can 
this be sanctioned, as a general rule, without the most imminent hazard to 
the poor sufferer ? We think not. 

These are all cases of*' unavoidable hemorrhage," on the description and 
suggestions for the treatment of which, the merit of Dr. Rigby, is founded. 
" In no case," says his son, (System of Med. Phil., 1841, p. 408.) " is it 
proper or safe to force delivery, by artificially dilating the os uteri, when 
it is contracted and unyielding, but when the placenta is presenting, it is 
particularly dangerous." Hear, also. Dr. Rigby, Senr., '* I think it right 
to express a caution against the premature introduction of the hand, and 
the too forcible dilatation of the os uteri, before it is sufficiently relaxed 
by pain or discharge ; for it is undoubtedly very certain, that turning may 
be performed too soon, as well as too late, and the consequences of the 
one, may be as destructive to, the patient as the other." '* When," says 
Dr. Rigby, Jr., ** the hand must experience considerable difficulty in en. 
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tering the os uteri, and yet the case cannot be left to nature, we niaat plug 
the vagina." Every body knows that this practice has the sanction of that 
truly eminent practical obstetrician, the late Dr. Dewees. " The plug," 
says Bigby, Junr., "is not only useful in keeping the hemorrhage under 
due control till the os be sufficiently dilated, but is of the greatest value 
where the patient is too much reduced to undergo the act of delivery with- 
out the risk of dying during the operation." Mr. Granger, we are told by 
Ingleby, plugged the vagina, under] these circumstances, and waited two 
days before be durst hazard delivery ; a fact which speaks volumes for his 
prudence and humanity. But*we see that neither the plug, nor any inter- 
mediate means of restoring the sunken forces of the patient, nor a remedy, 
which in the atony that attends upon the uterus in cases of profuse losses 
of blood, might be used with every prospect of advantage, to excite uterine 
action, dilate the os, and induce a firm and safe contraction of the uterus, 
on the delivery of the child, the ergot, are mentioned or employed by Dr. 
Lee. No matter how exhausted be the patient, or how difficult Uie task, 
he passes forthwtih his hand into the rigid, undilated os uteri, seizes the 
feet, and despite, in one case, its grasping the neck, " with a force which 
seemed as if it could not be overcome," he completes the delivery ; and 
the patient, whose life he sets upon the cast, " must stand the hazard of 
the die." 

It cannot be unprofitable to consider well, and resolve upon the proper 
course of treatment, to be pursued in these fearful cases, which try men's 
souls so thoroughly ; where professional reputation, and the life of an 
amiable, an interesting wife and mother, perhaps a dear friend, and confi- 
ding patient, hang suspended by a single hair, and that hair, our skill, our 
judgment, and our coolness, and we shall, therefore, make no apology for 
these brief remarks, but leave the subject to the serious reflection of our 
readers. But we must confess, that a perusal of these cases, has not ex* 
cited in our mind, a feeling of confidence either in the merits of the plaa 
pursued, nor in the judgment of the operator. K. 



ANAIYTICAL DEPARTMENT. 

Semiology of the Urine, or Treatise on the Alteration of the Urine in 
various diseases, followed by a Treatise on the disease of Bright as occurring 
at different ages. By A. Bfic<iuxREL.— This work, just published in 
Paris, has not yet reached our country, but we find a full analytical notice 
of it, in one of our Parisian journals, frbm which we extract the following. 

M. Becquerel has applied to the urine the same method of study which 
Andral and Gavarret had used in reference to the blood ; that is, he inves- ' 
tigates the nature of the modifications which the different diseases pro- 
duce in the urine. The constituents of healthy urine, are, — 1st. Water. 
2d. Substances held in solution by that fluid. These substance^ are very 
numerous. — Ist. Urea. 2d. Uric acid, and its compounds with ammonia, 
potash, soda, lime, and magnesia. 3d. Inorganic substances not decom- 
posed at a red heat, as sulphates of potash, and of soda, chloride of sodi- 
cum, phosphates of soda, of lime, and of magnesia, silica, (according to 
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BforctliiM,) photphato of ammonit, bctate of foda. 4tli. Orgaaic anb- 
atances, free lactic acid» lactate of ammofiia, of aoda, hydrocblorate of am* 
monia, coloring matter, and organic aobstancea, properly ao called. Theao 
arer the subaUncea ordinarily found in urine, but there are others, which 
may be found only occasionally. These can be divided into two groups. 
1st. Substances which come from the apontaneou^ decompo^tion of the 
normal chemical elements of the urine, sub carbonates of lime, and oT 
magnesia, neutral phosphate of lime, neutral ammoniaco-'magnesian phoa* 
phates. 3d. Substances quite foreign to the urine, as pus» blood, albu- 
men, ^c 

M, Becquerel divides urine into four kinds or classes. 
1st. Febrile urine. 
2d. Anemic urine. 
. 8d. Alkaline urine. 
4th. Urine nearly normal. 

He then makes subdivisions — of febrile urine. 

Ist. Febrile urine, properly so called ; in it, we remark, that the water 
is much diminished ; there is, also, a diminution of the sum of the cheoii* 
cal elements held in solution ; but this is less considerable as the urea is 
diminished, the uric acid increased, and the inorganic salta diminished. 
The inorganic substances remain ordinarily the same as in health, and if 
either augmented or diminished, it is slightly. From these changes in 
the chemical, there result others, not less important in the sensible quali* 
ties of febrile urine. 

The urine is diminished in quantity, its density greater^ its color deeper, 
it is more consistent, and loses, generally, its transparency. Although 
fever is the cause which most frequently produces these changes in urine, 
there are other pathological states which may also produce them ; such 
as intense functional disorder of one or more organs, a general hypersthe* 
nic state, diseaaes of the liver, heart, or lungs, when much advanced. 

2d. Variety of febrile urine — febrile with debility. 

The quantity of water is, as in the former case, diminished, but the 
amount of matter held in solution, is much less ; hence, of course, the 
density of the fluid is inferior to that of healthy urine. The urea and the 
inorganic salts, are still more diminished. The uric acid is augmented. 
Anally the organic matter is sensibly dimi;iisbed. With these chemical 
properties, we have the following sensible qualities : quantity less, color 
deep, density diminished, fluid turbid, commonl}^ from the spontaneoua 
precipitation of uric acid. This urine is met with in the same cases aa 
the former, only with the febrile affection, there must be some cause of 
exhaustion. There is a third variety of febrile urine, in which there is no 
sensible diminution of the water, anid the uric acid, when not below, is at 
the normal standard ; from these two points of difference, it results, that 
the quantity is normal, the density is less, and there is no precipitate of 
uric acid, either spontaneous or artificial. 

Anemic Urine. — Of this, we have two varieties. First, the water nor* 
mal, and the matters held in solution, as urea, uric acid, inorganic salts, 
&c., are muck diminished. Hence, as to sensible properties, this urine 
is normal in quantity, the density is much lessi it has little color, is nearly 
clear, and sometimes takes a green tinge, it never presents sediments of 
uric acid. 
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In the second yariety, the diminution of matters in solution, is still 
greater ; but there is, at the same time, a diminution in the quantity of 
water, which, being proportionate to the loss of soluble matters, the den- 
sity is not altered from the natural standard, although the quantity is di-» 
minished. 

Alkaline TJrine^ which always results from the decomposition of urea, 
presents the singular phenomenon of becoming opake, and giving rise to 
an abundant deposit, which is oflen mistaken for albumen. Pnysicians 
should be on their guard against this error ; the deposit is, in fact, nothing 
but the sub carbonste of lime, and sometimes of magnesia. A slight ad- 
dition of nitric acid will cause this pseudo albumenous deposit to disappear. 
The most frequent causes of alkaline urine, are, 

1st. Certain diseases of the kidneys, acute and chronic nephritis. 

2d. The disease of Bright, in some cases. 

3d. The urine being retained a long time in the bladder. 

4th. Diseases of the bladder, accompanied by secretion of pus. 

5th. Certain diseases of the spinal marrow and the brain. 
As to the normal urine, of which, by an excess of exactness, M. Bee- 
qi^erel makes a fourth class, it is met with in trifling cases of disease, not 
attended by fever. 

Dentition, — Epoch of the Appearance of the First Tooth.-^M, Trousseau 
presents, in the Journal des Connaisances, some statistical researches 
upon this subject. In 25 children — 13 boys and 12 girls— the first tooth 
appeared 

in 2 boys, at 3 months, in 1 girl, at 2 months. 
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Extremes, 2 and 14 months. 
Mean> 6 months. 

The mean of both sexes is, then, 6| months, instead of 8 months, as 
commonly believed. The first tooth is commonly a lower middle incisor. 
This is soon followed by the second lower middle incisor ; the next that 
appear are the two upper middle incisors, but they are not commonly cut 
for some time aAer the first two. It very generally happens that the next 
teeth are the two upper lateral incisors, so that the child has commonly 
first two lower teeth, then four upper. It is commonly believed that the 
next are the two lower lateral incisors, but M. Trousseau has proved thai , 
one or more of the molars, or even a canine tooth or two, appear before 
the lower lateral incisors. After these are cut, there is commonly an in- 
terval of some time, then the four canine are ciit, then there is another 
considerable interval, and at 24 or 30 months, rarely sooner, and not un^ 
frequently later, the four second molars appear. 

M. Trousseau, in a second part of his memoir, treats of the diseases 
which accompany dentition, and especially the diarrhma, which is so coin- 
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nion. He combats the notion, «o prevalent among the mlgar, that thie di- 
arrhoea is beneficial ; on the contrary, he believes it always injuriouSi and 
that it should always be cheeked at once. 

(This last precept must, we apprehend, be taken cum grano salts. That 
the diarrhcea, when profuse, may do mischief, and indeed prove fatal, we 
all know, but when it is but moderate, a looseness merely, we apprehend 
that it serves to '* derive from the brain,** if we may be allowed to use so 
old-fashioned a phrase, and ought not to be meddled with. That the vis 
medicatrix does strive to guards the brain by derivation, is proved by the 
frequent occurrence of cutaneous eruptions about the head, behind the ears 
particularly, at the time of dentition. This eruption, (generally eczema,) 
should never be too suddenly dried up ; it serves a useful purpose, is a 
counter irritant of nature's own providing. Taking the hint from nature, 
in placing counter irritation behind the ears in dentition, we have placed 
blisters there, and kept them running by savine cerate, in cases where the 
de«titton was attended by cerebral congestions.) 

Liihontrity in a Child, — M. Segalas presented to the Parisian Academy 
of Medicine, a child, upon whom he had practised lithontrity at S3 months. 
The stone when seized, indicated 14 lines between the branches of the 
instrument, and it is not probable that it was caught by its largest diame- 
ter. The operation was entirely successful ; the child, now 26 months 
old, is in a state of perfect health. 



Bleeding in Puerpural Fever. — The following very judicious remarks 
were made by M. Moreau, at a recent meeting of the Academy of Medi- 
cine of Paris. 

'* I am persuaded that repeated bleedings only hasten forward the fatal 
event in Epidemic Puerpural Fever. In this respect, no comparison can 
be instituted between these cases and accidental peritonitis. We have 
here, a general disease, morbus totius substantitB, and therefore, simple 
antipfalogistics have not the same power.** 

Capuron and Bouillaud, though differing from M. Moreau in some points, 
agree, that in epidemic puerpural fever, bleeding is improper ; neither does 
Bouillaud bleed in those cases which prostrate and destroy the patient in 
36 or 48 hours. 



Nitrate of Silver and Ipecacuanha in Diarrhcea and Dysentery. — Prof. 
Trousseau, of the Necker Hospital, has employed this combination in 
both the acute and chronic forms of these two diseases, and with great 
success. In a late number of the Journal des Connaissances Medico* 
Ckirurgicats we find a report of several of the cases. In cases of dysen- 
tery an emetie of ipecacuanha was first given, and then an enema contain- 
ing 25 centigrammes (5 grains) of nitrate of silver in 20 ounces of water. 
The dysentery was often checked by a single enema, but the, treatment 
was generally continued for four or five days. It was equally useful, ac- 
cording to Prof. Trousseau, whether the disease occupied the colon or 
the ilium, only in the latter case, instead of enemata toe medicine was 
given in pill— the dose 24 centigrammes (J grain) to an adult. To a child 
with chronic diarrhoea, \ grain was given by the mouth, or a grain in 
enema. 
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Menorrhagia from Malposition of the Wom6, and adhesion of the Cervix 
and Os to the Vaginml Wall, — Dr. Metauer, of Va., reports in the April 
No. of the Am. Jour. Med. Sc, a case of menorrahagia dependant on ad- 
hesions and malposition of the uterus, of which we shall give an abstract. 

A lady aborted^ and the placenta not being delivered, muco-vaginitis 
and metritis set in with fever and extreme utero-viginal heat, 6lc, Three 
weeks after the abortion, the placenta in form of a semi-putrid mass, 
came away, after this the vagina continued inflamed, excoriated and ex- 
cessively tender for several weeks. When the health was somewhat re- 
stored, the catamenial secretion being established, toon took the character 
of menorrhagia, and finally of uterine hemorrhage. It became more and 
more profuse and finally the health breaking down under the constant drain, 
she came under the charge of Dr. Metauer. On making a vaginal ex- 
amination, he found " that the uterus was displaced downwards, back- 
wards, and to the left side, and firmly secured in that situation by 
adhesions with the vaginal wall." The inferior of these abnormal con- 
nections was of the form of the frenum linguso ; one was fully an inch in 
length and three quarters in width, drawing the cervix uteri downwards 
and backwards more than two inches. The adhesions of the left side 
were more extensive than the right. They occupied the whole of the 
left cervix and os tincae, drawing and fixing the ulerus in that direction 
more than fifteen lines. They were firm and strong, and the mouth 
of the womb was permanently dilated by them. The adhesions were 
generally tender to the touch, and presure upon them caused sickness at 
stomach. During the examination it could plainly be perceived that the 
adhesions were put upon the stretch whenever the lower extremities were 
extended, and the body swayed to the right. The lady now informed Dr. 
M. that she had not been able to stand erect since her abortion, and that 
when she walked she was obliged to bend the body forward and to the 
left side, all attempts to stand strait causing local pain and sickness of sto- 
mach. Believing that the menorrhagia depended upon these adhesions. 
Dr. M. determined to divide them, which he did by introducing Weis' 
speculum, and using " a delicate scapel supported by a long handle." As 
soon as the adhesions were divided, the lady could stand perfectly erect 
and bend the body to the right side, which she had not been able to do 
since her abortion. The incisions were kept open by lint and rags, and by 
passing the finger over them several times a day till they healed in about 
ten days. Astringent injections were used to check a leucorrhoBal dis- 
charge which had been long troublesome, and such constitution treatment 
as the state of health seemed to demand. The recovery was perfect, and 
the patient has continued in good health for three years. 

(This is a very interesting case, and exceedingly creditable to Dr. Me- 
tauer. It would be curious to know whether tMs woman ever becomes 
pregnant, and if so whether she does not abort The malposition of the 
uterus and the formation of adhesions in the vagina renders it extremely 
probable that adhesions between the peritonial surfaces exists, and if so, 
according to the observations of Mad. Boivin and others, these adhe* 
sions binding down the uterus and preventing its dilatation will be nearly 
certain to prevent pregnancy from going beyond the fourth or fifth month. 
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We hope Dr. M. will keep an eye on this lady, and if subtequent abor- 
tions take place record the fact for the instruction of his brethren. — Ed. 
Med. Gaz.) 

Quinine in Asthma. By B. R. Hooan, U. S. A.— The value and im- 
portance of quinine in all paroxysmal and congestive diseased, have secu- 
red for it a high place in our catalogue of therapeutic agents. In the latter 
condition of any of the important organs, it is the safest and most effica- 
cious agent in the materia medica. From its happy influence in relieving 
congestion, in our autumnal fevers, I was, d priori^ induced to administer 
it in asthma. In every instance in which I have given it, or known it 
administered, the complete relief of the dyspnma, and termination of the 
paroxysm, have succeeded in an hour. Subsequent attacks have been 
warded off. The paroxysm is as tractable to the influence of quinine as 
as the slightest quotidian. 

In the forming stage of croup, two grains of quinine, and a snuff plaster 
to the breast of a child two years old, parried the attack. 

My friend, John A. English, M. D., of Cohawba, Ala., has used it with 
complete success, in a long-standing case of asthma, which had resisted 
the usual remedies. Four grains of quinine ** operated like a charm," and 
relieved the patient in thirty minutes. 

I communicate to you this important effect of quinine, in order that the 
profession may scrutinize the high claim I set up for it, and, by further 
experience, direct in what cases it may be most beneficially administered 
in one of the most distressing and intractable diseases " which flesh is 
heir to." From two to eight grains of the sulph. quinine, at a dose, to be 
repeated in an hour if not relieved.— ^m. Med. Intell. 



Inebriety in the Army. — The Statistical Report (Medical) of the army, 
from 1819 to 1839 recently published, present some curious facts as to 
intemperance and the diseases which result from it. In the northern di* 
vision of the United States, taking the 40th parallel as the dividing line, 
Ihe total of cases of ebriety reported is 1 ,370, deaths 5, being one in 274. 
In the southern division, cases 2,616, deaths 58, or one in 45. Of delirium 
tremens there are reported in the northern division 102 cases, 3 deaths, 
being one in 34. In the southern division, cases 306, deaths 39, or one 
in 8. The annual mortality from this is in the north 1, at the south 16, in 
10,000. 

Of epileptic cases, which generally result from inebriety, the northern 
division presents 166, the southern 188 cases. The annual ratio of each 
being 7^ per 1 ,000. But in this affection, too, the mortality is higher 
eouth than north, in the former 1 in 21, in the latter 1 in 33.— -American 
Jour. Med. Se, 

We have read the circular and catalogue of Willoughby University, 
Ohio, for September 1841 — 42. The class consists of sixty members. 
The degree of M. D. was conferred on seven young gentlemen, and the 
honorary degree on four. Fees for the lectures $60. Lectures com- 
mence on the first Wednesday in November, and last sixteen weeks. 
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Professor Delamater is about removing to Willoughby, and cannot fail we 
think of adding greatly to the reputation of this infant school. 



Supposed Polypus Nasi,— A young woman entered the Hospital of Cler- 
mont, under M. Fleury, to be operated on for polypus of the nasal fosss, 
of which affection she had all the symptoms. At about 12 millimetres 
within each nostril, appeared a round whitish tumor which blocked up the 
passage. A stylet passed along the septum narium, penetrated easily into 
the nostril, but upon the external side of the nostril it was arrested by the 
pedicle of the tumor. An attempt was made to remove it in the ordinary 
way by the polypus forceps, but without success, and at each trial the pa- 
tient complained of pain extending all over the head. Examining the tu- 
mor anew, the surgeon found that the excresence taken for a polypus was 
only a prolongation of the pituitary membrane, which was folded over and 
thus reached the septum. It was the fold of membrane which in the nor- 
mal state passes from the free edge of the inferier turbinated bone, which 
from same unknown cause had become hypertrophied. The part was re* 
moved by a single cut of the curved scissors. 

A similar case occurred at Hotel Dieu, under Dupnytren, in 1833. A 
M. Huckster presented herself with a red fungous tumor, projecting from 
the led nostril, and having the appearance of a polypus. Finding the base 
very large, some doubt was entertained as to the nature of this tumor. — 
By the use of topical astringents the size was so much diminished thdt it 
was to see that the tumor was only a swelling of the mucous membrane 
lining the septum narinm. Dupuytren insisted very strongly at hi» 
Clinique on the error of diagnosis to which such a ease might give rise. 



COINCIDENCE EXTRAORDINARY. 

I>R. SOUTHWOOD SMITH AND PROF. BEDFORD, OF THB N. Y. UNIVERSITY. 

In the New York Lancet,' No. 12, for March 19th, appeared an article- 
headed Pschycological and Literary Phenomenon! in which after some 
keen, though sportive remarks, the readers of that periodical were pre* 
sented with several pages of extracts from Southwood Smith's Philosophy 
of Health, and in parallel columns with a like amount of matter frpm an 
Introductory lecture, delivered at the Stuyvesant Institute, Nov. 25th, 
1840, by Gunning S. Bedford, M. D., Professor of Obstetrics in the med- 
ical department of the N. Y. University. Of these extracts, we present 
our readers with some specimens, not having room for all. 

2>r. SoMvmd Smith. Prrfetsor Bedford^ 

" There is nophilosopher, liowever pro- " There is no philosopher, however pro- 

found his knowledge, no instructor, how- found his knowledge ; no instructor how* 

ever varied and extended his experience, ever varied and extended bis experience,, 

who would not enter upon this task with who would not enter ufion the task with 

an apprehension proportioned to his know- jtn apprehension proportioned to his know* 
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led^e and experieace^bm knowledge, 
which men acquire only aAer vears of 
stndy, habits which are generated in men 
only as the resalt of longcontinoed disci- 
pline, are expected to come to yoa spon- 
taneoosly, to oe born with yoa, to require 
on your part no culture, and to need no 
sustaining influence,** dLC- &c. Sec 

" There i^ a close connection between 
happiness and longevity. Enjoyment is 
not only the end of life, but it is the only 
condition of life which is compatible with 
a protacted term of existence^ as there is 
a point of wretchedness beyond which 
life is not desirable, so there is a point be- 
yond which it is not maintainable. The 
man who has reached an advanced age, 
cannot hare been, upon the whole, an 
unhappy being ; for the infirmity and suf- 
fering which embitter life, cur it short. 
Every document, by which the rate of 
mortality among large numbers of human 
beings can be correctly ascertained, con- 
tains in it irresistable evidence of this 
truth. In every country, the average du- 
ration of life, whether for the whole peo- 
ple or for particular classes, is invariably 
m the direct ratio of their means of feli- 
city i while, on the hand, the number of 
years which large portions of the popu- 
lation survive beyond the adult age, may 
be taken as a certain test of the happiness 
of the community. 



" Excepting as a qualification for the 
practice of surgery and medicine, in the 
curriculum of no school or college in the 
kingdom, is an explanation of the struc- 
ture and functions of the human body in- 
cluded. 

The omission of these subjects from the 
ordinary courses of education cannot be 
because they are without interest, nor be- 
cause nothing worthy of being commu- 
nicated has been discovered respecting 
them, nor because there is insuperable 
difficulty in the exposition of what is as- 
certained. Since the mind is the subject 
upon which all education is intended ul- 
timately to act, and the instrument through 
which It must effect whatever influence it 
exerts, no one can doubt the importance 
of an acquaintance with the mental phe- 
nomena and with the laws that regulate 
them. Of the knowledge of the proce.sses 
by which the structures of the body are 
built up, and of the physical conditions 
which are necessary to life, health, and 
strength, the utility is not so obvious ; yet 
such knowledge is capable of practical 
applications of the utmost importance 
daily and hovrly.*' 



led^e and experience; but knowledge, 
which men acquire <tely, after years of 
study; habits which are generated in men 
only as the resalt of long-continued dis- 
cipline, are expected to come to mothers 
spNsntaneously— to be bom with them — to 
require, on their part, no euluire, and to 
need no sustaining influence,? dec. Ice. &c. 

*' There is a close connection between 
happiness and health>-between happiness 
and longevity. Enjpjrment is not only one 
of the ends of life, but it is the only con- 
dition of life which is at all compatible 
with a protracted term of e&istence. As 
there is a point of wretchedness beysnd 
which life is not desirable, so likewise is 
there a point, beyond whicn it cannot be 
maintained. The man who has reached 
an advanced age cannot have been, as a 
general rule, an unhappy being ; -for the 
infirmity and suffering which embitter 
life, usually cut it short. Every document 
by which the rate of mortality among 
large numbers of human beings can be 
correctly ascertained, presents irresistible 
evidence of this troth. In every country, 
the average duration of life, whether for 
the whole people, or for particular classes, 
is invariably in a direct ratio of their 
means of felicity; whilst, on the other 
hand, the numl>er of years which large 
portions of the population survive beyond 
the adult age, may be regarded as an un- 
erring test of the happiness of the com- 
munity. • 

" Excepting as a qualification for the 
practice of medicine and suigery, scarcely 
an institution has embodied in its pro- 
gramme of instructionSj an explanation of 
the structure and functions of the human 
body. 

The omission of these Subjects from the 
ordinary courses of education cannot be 
because they are without interest, nor be- 
cause nothing worthy of being commu- 
nicated has been discovered respecting 
them ; neither can it be that there is an 
insuperable difficulty in the exposition of 
what is ascertainea. Since tne mind is 
the subject upon which all education is 
intended ultimately to act, and the instru- 
ment through which it must affect what- 
ever inflttence it exerts, no one can doubt 
the importance of a knowledge of the men- 
tal phenomena, and of the laws by which 
they are regulated. The knowledge, too, 
of the processes by which the various 
structures of the liody are built up, and 
of the physical conditions necessary to 
their life, health, and strength, admits of 
practical application, daily and hourly of 
the highest moment." 
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These passages prove most eenclusiyely that Dr. Bedford has arery pretty 
fapulty of utilizing the labors of others. The writer in the Lancet goes on 
to say, that the same similarity runs through the whole lecture with the 
exception of a few sentences, which may be found verbatim in Lawrence* s 
Lectures on Man I We did not notice this matter in our columns at the 
time, supposing that there might be some counter-statement, apology, or 
plea in extenuation offered ; nothing of the kind having appeared, and 
having ourselves compared the extracts, with the original in Smith's book 
wefgive the facts to our readers— they do not seem to us to require any 
comment. 



GLEANINGS. 



Scarlet fever is raging in Exeter, N. H. *' The tooth of a mammoth 

has been found in a marl-bed three miles south of Le Roy, N. Y., which 

originally must have been eight or nine inches in circumference !" *^ A 

servant girl in Exeter, N. H., in consequence of breaking a looking glass 
accidentally, and believing that it forbode evil soon fell sick, and on the 
second or third day, without any other disease than what resulted from 

fear, actually died a victim to an absurd superstition." Young physi- 

sicians, well qualified, are patronized by the government of Egypt. To 
those in our good city who are literally starving, waiting for their profes- 
sional fathers to die, we say go, and you will get fame and wealth in sea- 
son to return and enjoy the pleasures of retirement while they are yel 

delving for a subsistence. Vesalius remarks that lean persons in whom 

the abdomen is prominent, and the lumber region depressed, are often 
found to have but one kidney, and that placed transversely across the ver- 
tebra] column. M. Rayer thinks that he has been able during the life^f 
the patients to confirm the truth of these statements in more than one case. 
This peculiarity of the kidneys ought to be kept in mind by the physi- 
cian, as the swelling caused by the ludneys in their abnormal position has 

been mistaken for a morbid tumor in the abdomen. In Dunglison's 

Med. Library, we find six cases of diarrhosa treated by monesia, four 
with success. To adults the extr. monesiae was given in doses of from 

five to eight grains three or four times a day. Compliment ordinary ! 

Acknowledgment extraordinary ! ! — Among the notices to correspondents 
in the last number of the Western and Southern Medical Recorder is one 
in the following words : " We appreciate the compliment which Dr. B. 
F. Russel, of Ind., has paid us, in confernng our humbie name upon Lis 
son, and trust he will assure the young gentleman that we shall take a 
parental interest in his prosperity." How charming ! How very inter- 
esting to the scientific and medical world ! We hope that master James 
Conquest Cross Russbl will lead the rest of his life according to this 

beginning. The eyes of the medical profession are upon him. ^Thom- 

sonians have now the benefit of law in Michigan in the collection of 
debts, and to all intents and purposes are as much protected and respec- 
ted as the first surgeons in America.— Bof/. Med, Jour, 
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PRIVATE SURGICAL RETREAT, 
By J. KEARNY RODGERS, BL D. * 

SUROSON OV THK MKW TOEK HOiFIT^L AHB OFTHK HIW YORK MYM HfVIKltAmY. 

The tmdtrngned retpectfolly informs the memben of his Profession, that he has provided an ee- 
tablishmdnt in the Tictnity of his residence (to be opened on the first of May next,) for the accom- 
ttodatioa of private patienU, with Swrgieal afeetimu amd ditimtu of ike £ys. 

AHbov^ our Hotpitais, Inflnuuries and Dispensaries, amply provide for the sick poor^tt is well 
known that there is no place where a patient in better circarostances, afflictea with a soi^cal dis- 
ease can be recommended, wHh the certainty of recelrhig the attendance and cw^fU so necessaiy 
at such a time to his welfare. The spacious Hotels of our city administer onl v to those in health, and 
reluctantly receive the invalid ; whose cares and wants would Interfere with the ordinary duties of 
their servants. 

for the pnrposM»f supplying this defldeney, the subscriber has undertaken tty p>» fei siea> l dfcarge 
of this establishment, and placed It under the care of a superintendant and matron, who will choer- 
fully render to those received within its waUs, the adv^tage of faithful nursing, the careful admm* 
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same time opMrations will be performed with clinical remarks. Students and Physicians are invited 
toattend. 
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PRIVATE INSTITUTION FOR THE INSANE, AT MURRAY* HILU NEW YORK. 

The undersigned has opened a private establishment, on the plan of those in Europe which have 
recently been so successful In the treatment of mental diseases. His main object wfll be to*make 
it, as ittHch as poesible, like the residence of a private CamUy. The number of patienU will be Um- 
ited— the attendants will be so numerous as to give to each invalid, if necessary, the exclusive set- 
▼Ices of one or more ; thereby dispensing, as far as possible, wHh all personal restraint. The medi- 
cal and moral treatment wlU be directed bv the proprietor ; and such modes of treatment as have 
been matured by ten years* service as physician to one of the largest Insane Hospitals in the country, 
Md by a nc^nt personal examination of the privatd instUuUons of Europe, wiU be carried into eflRsct. 

AppHcaHon for admission to JAMES MCDONALD, M. D., SO Clinton Flacb, New York. 
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ORIGINAL DEPARTMENT. 



To the Editor of the New YorkMedical GazeUe : 

Dear Sir : — 

The following remarks grew out of a conversation with a highly 
esteemed friena who is not a member of the medical profession, 
hence their popular cast And, furtherqiore, to edify the public at 
large being the object I had orimarily in view ; my lucubrations first 
apj;>eared in the New Yort American. They are now at youjr 
service. Yours respectfully, and sincerely. 

J. A. S. 

ANIMAL MAGNETISM. 

wo. !• 

That *^ there is nothing new under the sun," is an adage sufficiently 
trite and not perfectly true ; for no ship belonging to the author of 
this remark could wend her way to Ophir, propelled by steam ; nor 
was he himself ever whirled throuffh space by that ** giant arm," as 
Darwin prophetically called it. If, however, as was perhaps intend- 
ed, the observation be confined to man, and more particularly to 
his whims, his follies, and his vices, the averment will be found not 
very wide of the mark. Since, /ilthough it be true, that accidental 
circumstances do at different times vary the tints of our wayward- 
ness, yM is its Jteple ever the same — indulgence in propensities, 
which, whether censurable or otherwise in themselves, are criminal 
through the schemes employed for their gratification. Thus, \o par- 
ticipate in the fruits of the earth is indispensable to our existence, 
while a desire for distinction ainonff our fellow-men merits commen- 
dation. But the fields yield no narvest save to the sweat of the 
brow, and renown is legitimately confined to the virtuous exercise 
of eminent endowments. To dig is, nevertheless, irksome ; nor 
can the individuals composing the mass be ever personally distin- 

16 
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guished by the performance of noble deeds. Money must, notwith* 
standing, be had, and notoriety ^ill be sought ; and where honest 
modes of securing the one, or acquiring the other, will not, or can- 
not, be had recourse to, devious methods will be too often the resort. 
These, however, though numerous, are not innumerable ; and hence 
the circuit of trick and imposture is trodden with sufficient ooi- 
formity to verify the words of the wise man, *• There is nothing new 
under the sun/** 

I have been led, Mr. Editor, into the foregoing reflections by ihio 
impulse, which, if 1 mistake. not, has been recently imparted in our 
city to Animal Magnetism. The immediate causes of the move- 
ment, are — 1st, a statement published by Mr. Parmely, the celebra- 
ted Dentist ; and 2d. certain exhibitions in a Museum in Broadway. 
Of these last, however, 1 do not propose to take any very especial 
notice ; because similar feats, when practised in other places by the 
greatest adepts, have, upon strict scrutiny, been uniformly ascer- 
tained to be deceptions. Nay, the leader of the sect in Paris, when 
closely pressed, was obliged to acknowledge that clairvoyance^ with 
all its seeming marvels and actual mummery, was a mere pretence. 

But the veracity of Mr. Parmely is unquestionable. His facts, 
then, as contra-distinguished from his opinions and his inferences, 
all of which he has blended into one confused and imposing whole, 
may be safely admitted. Nay, his narrative falls short of an occur- 
rence long since reported by an eminent surgeon, Mons. J. Cloquet. 
He performed a tedious and painful operation upon a patient io the 
so-called magnetic sleep, who was unconscious the while of what 
was going on. 

Now it is not to be denied, that incidents such as these do, at first 
view, appear surprising. But they are by no means new, and pale 
before phenomena on many occasions witnessed in the olden time^ — 
the difference being the comparatively feeble motives and sentiments 
at the command of Mr. P's. manipulator and his coadjutors. For a 
mocking smile from the few, some coppers, and here and there a 
passing expression of wonderment from the many, are all that the 
most zealous magnetic workers, active or passive, can expect from 
modern coldness and scepticism. And what are such incentives to 
bitter persecution by bodies politic, unbounded credulity in the mul- 
titude, and deep-rooted superstition, and highly-wrought enthusiasm 
on the part both of operators and sufferers? The gloiy of being a 
martyr* the belief of being thought endowed with the power to per- 

* HomcBopathy cannot, I think be included in the ruTe. There is in its absarditj 
a simplicity, a nakedness in its nonsense, bidding defiance alike to modificaiion or 
repetition. lu spread can be accounted for, in my judgment, only on the principle 
of the devotee, crtdo quia impossibU ej/— true licausi impossible: a principle, by 
the way, of wider scope and far more potency among mankind, than is generally 
imagiiied. 
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form n^racles,* and the conviction of a certain and speedy transfer 
to a state of beatitude, united the most efficient of all the motives 
to which human actions can respond. With causes, effects must 
ever agree ; and it will be^accordingly found that the displays of 
which Mesmerism can boast, are to the results flowing from the 
united force of the circumstances and passions jiist indicated, as the 
rippling of the rill to the fury of the torrent or the dash of the cata- 
ract. Physically, the real phenomena differ in either case only in 
degree, and what those phenomena have been in former days, when 
distecppered nervous systems were exposed to the most intense 
moral excitants of which the mind is> susceptible. I shall, in my next 
nuiQber, proceed to state. A PHYSIOLOGIST. 

NO. n. 

In the year 1727, there died in the French Capital a deacon of 
the Church of Rome, named Paris.f He appears to have been an 
enthusiast of the most amiable character, and quitted the scene of his 
virtues at the period when the Jesuits, controlling the Government 
of France, inflicted upon the Jansenists all the sufferings in the pow- 
er of a sect, irritated, vindictive, and unfortunately dominant. From 
the time, the place, and the circumstances, the tomb of the bien-heu" 
renzj as he was termed, became the resort of his admirers, for the 
purpose of prayer. And among others who visited the resting place 
of the humble arid exemplary deacon, were young females, with 
minds stronsly excited by passing events, and at the age most prone 
to hysterical affections. That devotees thus constituted, thus situa- 
ted, and numerously congregated, should fall into movements of the 
body somewhat vehement, is by no means surprising ; and their 
tossings, passing into convulsions, became contagious, and were then 
pronounced to be miraculous. At first, girls wone constituted the 
patients ; but at lengthy boys, and even old men, were infected.^ 
This happened to the Chevalier Folard, the learned commentator 
upon Polybius, who, magnetised, as it would now be termed, while 
at Vespers, chaunted the Magnificat and when the paroxysm was 
over, roused himself up, saying, " It appeared to him be had been 
singing." 

* The strength of hnmao vanity defies the stake, and n>any have oerished in flames 
to sustain their miraculotrs pretensions, which the miserable wretches, if sane^ musC 
have known to be faUe. It is unnecessary to quote instances. They wiU readily re^^ 
cur to every student of history. 

I may remark, however, that the line dividing dHusion from knavery is often too 
fine to be traced. UsuaUy the former passes into the latter, althotrgh occasionally m 
reversal of the process takes place— the rogue being himself duped by the vehemence 
of the professions which he is obliged perpetually to make. 

i My authorities are Histoire de Paris, par J. A. Dulaure, vol. 5, p 112, and Dic- 
tionnaire des Sciences Medicates, vol. 6. p. 210. 

' In the latter work, and at the end of the article, wtll be found a list of original 
writers, sufficienUy copious and trustworthy to satisfy the most sceptical. 
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These exhibitions, though astonishing to all, and in the estimatioa 
of the multitude beyond the bounds of nature, were not only in ac- 
cordance with the laws, moral and physical, to which man is sub- 
jected, but had not even novelty to recommend them : for Plutarch 
mentions a similar occurrence among young Milesian females ; and 
in the Cevennes a century or two before, Protestant boys and girls 
were similarly affected. To these instances may be added cases 
of the same kind, but upon a smaller scale, at various periods, and 
in different countries. The Parisian epidemic was indeed unprece- 
dented for its extent and violence. But in this there was nothing 
marvellous, it being the result of sectarian zeal wrought into fury by 
the bitterness of persecution. Fraud, too, doubtless lent its sinister 
aid, and mania was the consequence of the combined force of pas- 
sions thus potent and thus excited.* 

Into the horrible scenes which ensued I have no occasion to enter 
at large ; yet I may state generally, that the initiated cheerfully per- 
mitted themselves, nay, sought, to be beaten, tortured, and even 
nailed to crosses. The following detail, however, is too appro- 
priate to my purpose to be omitted : 

" Jeanne Mouiar, not twenty-three years of age, received upon 
her stomach one hundred blows by a strong arm with a heavy piece 
of iron ; and while thus rudely struck, exclaimed with joy in her 
countenance — Ah ! that is fine ! ah ! that does me good ! My bro- 
ther, strike if you can with redoubled force." 

What now becomes of the extraction of two molar teeth by Mr. 
Parmely, or the excision of a tumor by Mons. Cloquet? 

But 1 must remark, that the power of performing such feats did 
not come spontaneously to all. Schools were established, and fees 
were exacted, for the training of aspirants, who were, moreover, 
divided into bands. Among these were the discemans^ in other 
words, those who were to be taught the juggling trick of clair-voy- 
ance, of which imposture, it .will suffice finally to observe, that a 
sum of money is stated to be set aside in Paris for any person who 
will merely read, by looking at the blank surface of a thick sheet of 
paper, what is written on the opposite page. The prize is yet un- 
appropriated. 

That the performances of the disciples of the humble Paris, and 
the exhibitions of the followers of the itinerant Mesmer, bear a 
strong resemblance, every one will admit. That the bona fide facts 
are in both instances essentially the same, I entertain no doubt — 
Thus the incomparably superior intensity of emotion in the French 
convulsionaires over the magnetics, has Seen already explained, and 

* Tbe Gtovernment at length prohibited all access to the tomb of the bien-kevreuxt 
deacon, and the next morning: the following epigram appeared on the gates: 

** De par le Roi, defense a Dieu 

** De iaire des miracles, dans ct Ueu.** 
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the ffreat discrepancies to be accounted for, is the \vant of corres- 
pondence between the exciting physical causes in the two classes of 
cases. In the admirers of the Deacon these causes were the 
tomb, the number of disciples collected together, &c. In the sub- 
jects of Mesmerism, the antecedents to the paroxysm are certain 
fantastic aerial movements by the finger of the operator, or their ap- 
plication to some part of the person of the patient. Now, I esteem 
this difference together with dullness of perception, as opposed lo 
muscular contortions, to be entirely a matter of preparation and habit. 
For strong and often repeated efforts of volition enable us to acquire 
great command over the functions of the body, so much, that in two 
cases the heart has been brought under the influence of the will ; 
and there is good reason to believe the power might be oftener ac- 
quired, were there any adequate motive for its acquisition. 

Furthermore, it is well known to those who study the laws of 
mind, that any two ideas may be so associated that the presence of 
the one immediately calls the other into existence. The same rule 
precisely, holds with regard to our muscles. Combine all these 
elements. Suppose an evident desire to bring about certain re- 
sults, active or passive ; appropriate modes for the accomplishment 
of these ends would be selected. The mind and the body would 
be put into the requisite training, and where the imagination was 
susceptible, with a nervous systenri by nature or art greatly under 
control, phenomena convulsive or magnetic might be promptly in- 
duced. Under a reverse of circumstances the process might be 
more tedious or even impracticable, as, according to Mr. Townsend, 
it actually is in 13 out of 21 of mankind. And hence I suppose it 
is that but a single instance has occurred in Paris, one here, and 
none, I believe, in any other part of the world, in which a patient 
has been magnetised previously to submitting to a surgical operation. 
For it cannot be for a moment conceived that, were the power of 
inducing general magnetic insensibility actually possessed, it would 
not be more liberally exercised. If love of money will not sway, if 
fastidiousness forbids relief to wealthy patients of other medical men, 
the calls of humanity cannot sorely be disregarded. An occasional 
hour in a hospital or an infirmary, a few curvettings with the fingers 
cannot be withheld, from suffering wretches about to undergo the 
torture of the surgeon's knife, or dj^ing because that torture would 
be beyond the capacity of the ebbing sands of life. No, no, our 
magnetizers are not so obdurate, but to preserve the character of 
human beings, they must at least modify then* pretensions. 

As regards, then, the general proposition, Mr. Parmely's case 
proves the reverse of what he imagines ; the legitimate inference, 
from what depends upon himself, being that, through well trained 
idiosyncracy, one individual among the thousands upon whom be 
has operated, had two teeth extracted without exhibiting signs of 
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pain. And had Mr. P.'s forceps induced catalepsy,* how he might 
have reasoned I know not, but he must have been far more astoun- 
ded frori^ the profounder torpor and lethargy which he would then 
have witnessed. 

The only circumstanee connected with animal magnetism now 
remaining to be explained, is the mysterious communication alleged 
to be established between the patient and the manipulator, or such 
person as he may designate. So far as any solution may be required 
for this part of the performance, recourse may be had to the laws of 
association, to which reference has been formerly made. Beyond 
these laws, you Mr. Editor, and your readers, know as much as 

A PHYSIOLOGIST. 

It is a well known fact that a particular sound though compara- 
tively feeble, will arouse the slumberer who can sleep through noises 
far louder. Thus the whimpering of her baby immediately awakens 
the watchful mother, and the weary veteran of a rifle corps, starts 
at the sound of his bugle, though undisturbed by the roar of artillery. 

* A case has recenlly occurred in this State, where a mmgnedzed person actually 
became cataleptic. 

In this rare, bat well attested disease, a striking case has not long since occurred 
in our hospital. The individual liesin a specie* of trance;, conscious of what ispas- 
sin&f, but unable to move a muscle. On one oecasioa che vital powers of the sufierer 
sank so low that death was supposed to have taken place> and the patient had to listen 
to the conversation about the funeral, without, for a time, the ability to give signs of 
life for the prevention of so horrible a catastrophy. Sufficient animation, however, 
did return in season to postpone the intended innumation. 

The characteristic on he malady, and the svmptoms which preclude deception, is 
this : The muscles, so far as the volition of the patient is concerned, remain in the 

g)sition, whatever that may be, in which they were at the access of the paroxysm, 
ut a by-stander may put the body or limbs into any posture he pleases, and so they 
continue. Thus the arm has been extended as in a atatne, and it remained equally 
immovable ; a feat which no volition can accomplish* 



NEW YORK MEDICAL GAZETTE. 

NEW YORK, APRIL 27, 1842. 



We have before us the 3d and 5th Numbers of the Western and South- 
ern Medical Recorder, edited by Prof. J. Conquest Cross. 

We propose to notice briefly, the Editors remarks on cholera infantum, 
contained in the two Nos. before us. The observations in the 3d No. were 
evidently written before the second part of the " contributions, dtc," con- 
tained in the 19th Number, of this Gazette had reached him. Dr. Con- 
quest sides with those who hold the cause of cholera infantum to be con- 
gestion of the Liver, and " presumes the vomiting and purging so distres- 
sing in it, to be fairly referable to an increased determination of blood to 
the alimentary canal, which has resulted from congestion of the liver, p. 
103, 3. The pathological condition of the sastro-intestinal mucous mem- 
brane, corresponds with and authorizes he thinks, this view of the subject ; 
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ind he obserres, that from the appearances which have been discofered 
on dissection, it would seep that inflammation, to a greater or less extent, 
actually exists in the mucous membrane of the bowels,** p. 104. The' 
proofs of this assertion are drawn from the statements of Jackson, Condie^ 
and his own observations. Of the diseased condition of the mucous follicles, 
in this disease, nothing is said in this paper, fiut Dr. C. does not p^ee 
in the opinion, that it is in this membrane that those lesions are to be 
found, on which cholera infantum depends, p. 105. *' There is," he says 
** no evidence, not even presumptive, that at its commencement the ali- 
mentary mucous membrane is in any other than a state of congestion ; and 
this results from a previous alteration of the|funcUons of the liver," p. 105. 
*'' It would hardly be reasonable" he adds, to hold the few discolored spots, 
which are frequently nothing more than indications of congestion, as suffi- 
cient to account for death," p. 105. In this sentiment we fully agree.-^ 
He says that the characteristic ** destitution (deficiency) of bile does not 
happen in /mr# mucous inflammation," p. 106, and on the same page he 
adds that calomel, on which reliance is universally placed in the treat- 
ment of cholera infantum, is not regarded as particularly efficacious in 
subduing mucous inflammatiBn of the bowels. 

In the 5 No. of the Recorder, the editor states that he has ** perused 
the second part of, Contributions, <&c." by a writer ia the New York 
Med. Gazette. " But how do we know" he asks " that the liver is not in 
all cases diseased ?" p. 205, 5. " Authors assert it to be generally so ; 
the writer to whom we refer admits it, and may it not be possible for the 
liver to be functionally leased during life and yet leave no palpable 
traces of lesion after death." Disease and derangement are not synpny- 
mous terms. We cheerfully admit that the liver may be functionally 
deranged during life, and should not necessarily expect to find " palpable 
traces" of such derangement after death unless they had coincided with 
evidences of disease. We admit that the liver may appear healthy and 
yet secrete a morbid bile. Speaking of Billard's researches, Dr. C. says, 
** that the secretion in moat of the cases was evidently morbid, and yet we 
are told that the liver was healthy. This is impossible^ and shows that 
anatm»ists may easily he deceived by appearances. To alledge that an organ 
is soundy when its secretion deviates sensibly from its normal character is 
absurd,^ p. 205, 5. This is strong language. It is absurd then to say 
that an excess in secretion of salivation characterized by peculiar chemi- 
cal changes in its constituent parts, may flow from a healthy buccal 
inueous membrane in a pregnant woman. The mamma then is diseased 
every time the milk disagrees with the suckling. The kidneys then are 
diseased in every case of the lithic acid or phosphatic diathesis. The 
mucous membrane of the vagina then is diseased, in every case in which 
it secretes a fetid, or an acrid leucorrhea. Will the most xealous morbid 
moatomist contend that he can adduce evidence of such statements by the 
aid of his scalpel ! We think not. Dr, Thompson (Pract. Treatise) 
very justly argues that ** these various disturbances of the functions of 
the biliary organs, occur independently of any perceptible alterations in 
their structute»" and this we believe was never doubted, nor did we ever 
before see disordored functions necessarily connected with organic disease. 
^ De non t^itparentibus, et non existentibus^^* 4f€, The scalpel may 
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•each in vain for the evidences of " hepatic disorder,'* (p. 200,) but is it 
fair thence to infer its inability to detect hepatic disease ? 

The following passage is more to the purpose. '' It often enough hap- 
pens that hepatic disorder is a concomitant of inflammation of the mucous 
membrane of the bowels, either as a cause, or consequence of it^ and this 
gives a very sufficient reason for the alteration of its secretion," p. 206. 
This last is precisely our own sentiment. We also cheerfully admit that 
when the stools are colorless there is " no afflux of bile into the bow* 
els ;" but to what then we would ask, is it owing that ** the stools which 
are generally colorless are sometimes only of a yellowish or greenish 
tinge," (same page.) The following is a startling and to us a novel as- 
sertion. " Instead of increasing, i)ile diminishes the activity of the bow- 
els." " In dysentery," adds the learned author, p. 209, " we have unequiv- 
ocal indications of torpor of the liver, and of inflammation of the bowels." 
May not these concur in cholera infantum ? From these facts he contin- 
ues, <* it appears that irritable bowels, so far from depending upon an 
afflux of bile . into them, is owing to its absence from them," p. 209. 
What if the irritability of the bowels be the cause of the suspension of 
the biliary secretion and the latter disappear on the improvement of the 
former ? The means employed to effect the restoration oi the biliary 
function, would be also such as would abate the inflammation on which 
the suspension of bile depended. We do not, by the way, observe that 
Dr. C. has any where alluded to, or accounted for the vomiting, and he 
speaks merely of the bowels being irritable from deficiency of bile. This 
is the only notice we can find of the purging .which occurs in this disease* 
*' It is not those articles," says Dr. Cross, *' that promote the secretion of 
bile, that are the most actively purgative, but those that augment the in- 
testinal secretion ; indeed it is only in t/ds way that medicines purge," p. 
210. We had, in our ignorance, supposed, that medicines had particular 
modes of action : that some increased the secretion of bile as aloes and 
calomel and at the same time purged, that others, as jalap, senna, elate- 
hum, &c., excited intestinal secretion, without exciting the functions of 
the liver. The very person who tells us this, gave his own son, a boy of 
five years old, 20 grains of calomel in divided doses of 10 grains each. 
The second dose was followed by a copious bilious stool, (Rec. No. 5, 
p. 197.) 

"In regard to the lesion of the mucous membrane of the bowels, already 
spoken of, we will remark here," says Dr. C. p. 21 1, " that when we admit 
the frequency with which it is found, we have, in perusing the paper refer- 
ed to, seen no reason to alter our opinion." We did hope that in that paper, 
we had advanced some reason for thinking that the hepatic derangement 
was a coincident rather than a cause of cholera infantum and that the 
same causes which led to the development of follicular enteritis, led 
consecutively to the derangement of the biliary secretions, even if the 
latter were not a direct consequence of the forioer. We proved that -the 
liver was often healthy and its gall bladder full of apparently healUiy bile, 
though from some cause it does not escape into the intestines, and we 
showed that of the congestion of the abdominal vessels, assumed to be the 
cause of the follicular inflammation, the evidences were neither strong 
nor convincing. But we were mistaken. *' Besides the indefiniteness 
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of its nature," says Dr. C. " in many cases we have no prodf that it (in- 
flammation) is essential or fundamental in cholera infantum," p. 211, and 
again *' These facts should render us very cautious, not only in conclu- 
ding inflammation from mere discoloration^ but should cause us to distrust 
pathological anatomy as a guide in practice." (!) The words we have 
italicized show, what a perusal of the whole paper evinces, that the pecu- 
liar lesion alluded to by us, <* follicular enteritis," has not been noticed by 
the author, l^e never contended that the inflammation in this disease was 
'* common enteritis" (p, 212 last line) nor did we suppose that as in it, 
leeches and gum water would ptove specific in its treatment, though the 
former we apprehend, are often applied with advantage and the latter, or 
some analogous mucilage, almost invariably given as nourishment ; and 
farther, we did think that calomel, especially when combined with opium, 
so highly recommended by no mean authority, Edward Miller, might be 
given in enteritis generally, and also in cholera infantum, with other views 
than to restore the suspended secretions of the liver. In thus wholly 
overlooking the condition of the muciparous follicles, and deducing the 
conclusion that the liver is invariably diseased, merely from the fact that 
its secretion is suspended (or at the least absent in the stools) and occa^ 
sionally found altered in the gall bladder after death, we do not perceive 
thatTrofessor Cross has thrown any additional light on this interesting 
subject, nor do we deem conclusive the argument drawn from the action 
of calomel in restoring the biliary discharges. We might appeal to the pai- 
per of Dr. Blue in the 3d No. of the Recorder as in favor of our view of the 
ease. He found a combination of acetate of lead, opium and ipecac, in- 
valuable, almost a sine qua non, after having established a healthy biliary 
action. Let us observe, in passing that Dr. C. does not scruple to «vail 
himself of the argument afforded by the autopsic examination of the gall 
bladder in support of his position. 

After quoting with ** entire approbation" Dr. Stewart's sentiments *' in 
regard to th6 merits of pathological anatomy," he adds ; " its truth ap- 
pears to us to be proved by the conclusion to which the writer, who ex- 
presses surprise that he should entertain it, has arrived. If cholera in- 
fantum is an enteritis, then has the experience of the physicians of the 
United States proved wholly unavailing in throwing light upon its treat- 
ment. This is such as no rational man would follow in cofnmon enteritis." 
Here we beg leave to differ with the able professor. We have yet to 
learn that common muco-enteritis is not appropriately treated by large 
doses of calomel in the beginning as purgative, and in smaller doses, 
combined with opiates, ipecac, dtc, as alteratives in its progress; nor do 
we know that blisters, mucilaginous nutriment, anodyne enemata, leeches 
even, fomentations, baths, Sic, are not as commonly and advantageously 
employed in the one as in the other, nay, in the latter stages of both 
the astringents and tonics, vegetable and mineral are we believe, univer- 
sally advised and exhibited.^ The experience of the physicians of the 
United States has as yet failed to disarm cholera infantum of its terrific 
ratio of mortality and when the resources of the materia medica have 
been tried and exhausted, the emaciated sufferer is sent " out of town" to 
die or get well as Providence may see fit. The Doctor, at any rate has 
done with it. It is a truism to assert that the effect of a disease as dis- 
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CO? ered, post mortem, do not teach as the nature of the disease which pro* 
duced them ; this must be inferred from other sources, a stomach looks 
red and we require a mental operation to teach us that this redness results 
from inflammation. But if the inspection of a mucous membrane stud- 
ed with muciparous follicles, hyperirophied and ulcerated, lead, and lead 
correctly to the idea that that hypertrophy and ulceration depend upon 
inflammation, and some mode of treatment be discoTered by which that 
inflammation may be cured, we doubt whether by judicious men it will be 
considered that ** a knowledge of the nature of the lesions that exist in this 
disease is of no ser?ice in its treatment," p. 213. Are we to conclude, 
because every case of puerperal fever does not bear leeching or bleeding, 
that it is of no importance to know that inflammation of some of the in- 
ternal organs of generation, or the peritoneum which invests them is the 
essence of the disease, or despise the positive evidences of its existence 
in a vast majority of cases, because in some no traces of it reveal them- 
selves under the scalpel. Dr. Cross not finding any evidences of disease 
in the liver in many cases, infers it in all and pronounces pathological an- 
atomy an unsafe guide in practice because it does not reveal to him his as- 
sumed disease. Surely the pathological anatomist has an equal right to 
confide in the positive evidences of diseased action, which his examina- 
tion developes. Which, let us ask, in conclusion, promises, in the end the 
more certain results, inference, unsupported by observation, or observation 
commented on with judgment ? Is it of ** little use," to know that ther» 
is such a thing as hypertrophy of the heart because, we do not know the 
nature of the diseased action which produced it ? If so, farewell patholo- 
gy — " Othello's occupation 's gone !" R. 

P. S. We examined the other day the body of a child, set. two years, 
who died of a thoracic afl*ection in seventeen^hours. The muciparous fol- 
licles in the large intestines were more numerously developed than we 
had ever before seen them, but not ulcerated. The liver appeared healthy 
and the gall bladder was tinged with dark green bile. Yet the contenu of 
the bowels were wholly mucous, very foBtid and of the very faintest yel- 
low tinge, nor was any bile vomited. The mother assured us that up to 
the time of hb death he had had no bowel complaint and that his stools 
had been perfectly healthy. In this case, the follicular hypertrophy must 
haVe preceded the suspension of the biliary secretion. 



ANALYTICAL DEPARTMENT. 

Watson on Polypus of the Nasal Fossm, — The April Number of the 
American Journal, contains an elaborate and interesting paper on Polypus, 
by our townsman and friend Dr. Jno. Watson. We shall present a sum- 
mary of it to our readers. The Doctor divides Polypi into six classes. 

1st. Soft or mucous. 

2nd. Pol3rpas from hypertrophy, induration and infiltration of the mucous 
and sub-mucous tissues. 

dd. Fleshy. 
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4ih. Fibrous. 

5tfa. The gelatinous. ^ 

6th. The carcinomatous polypus. 

He also alludes to tumors affecting the external surface of the nose, pro* 
posing for them the name of external nasal polypus. 

Of the causes of polypi we know but little. Mechanical injury, local 
irritation, suppressed secretion, atmospheric changes, ha?e been supposed 
to produce them. The distinction of the various forms of polypi accord- 
ing to their varying degree of sensibility, is worthy of little confidence.— 
They become painful only on the supervention of inflammation, or by 
the pressure they exert on surrounding parts. Their effects depend more 
on size than structure. 

As to their points of attachment, Sir A. Cooper said he never saw a 
polypus growing from the septum. Mr. S. Cooper says they grow from be- 
tween the turbinated bones near the orifice of the maxillary sinus. Other 
writers say they may rise from ady point within the nasal fossae. The first 
two forms of polypi are probably confined to the external and upper wall of 
the nostril, and the maxillary sinus. The third is not so strictly limited, 
though most common near the external orifice of the nostril> at or below 
the turbinated bones. The fourth form is not limited, but most frequent 
in the posterior nares. Now and then it springs from the posterior fauces 
behind the septum, or perhaps from the septum itself. The fifth form 
may arise from the walls of the maxillary sinus and form adhesions within 
the sphenoid or the ethmoid cells ; finally the sixth or carcinomatous form 
of polypus is not restricted to any point, it is rarely or never pediculated. 
Polypi may spring from other points, as the frontal sinus, &c. &c. 

Diagnosis, — Nasal polypus may be confounded with, 

1st. Chronic coryza, inflammation and thickening of the mucous or sub- 
mucous cellular tissue. 

2d. Follicular ulceration of the mucous surfaces, an affection analogous 
to scrofulous, noli me tangere. 

3d. Ozena in its early stages, before exfoliation takes place or ^he pe- 
culiar fcBtor is manifested. 

4th. An unusually large projection of the free border of the inferior tur- 
binated bone. 

5tlL An inordinate distortion of the septum, causing it to project into one 
nostril and obstruct it more or less. 

6th. Hernia cerebri, projecting through the crebriform plate of the eth- 
moid bone. 

7th. Foreign bodies introduced into the nose. Boyer relates a case 
where a pea was mistaken for a polypus. It had germinated and had 
roots 3-4 inch long. 

Dr. Watson next considers the common forms of polypi separately. 

1. Mucous Polypus.— ThiB is the most common form, it is of pale color, 
lobulatedj the lobules varying in shape, separated from each other by bands 
of pretty firm fibrous tissue, composed of semi-transparent sacks filled with 
fluid which flows from them when punctured. These polypi arise from 
the accumulation of mucus in the follicles either from inspissation of the 
fluid or obstruction of the ducts. They are, as I think, analogous to the 
sebaceous and encjrsted tumors of the scalp and other parts, the only dif- 
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ference being in the nature of the secretion with which they are 6iled. 
Both forms often appear 'in clutters, and occasionally in the different 
members of the same family. The sebaceous tumor, however, consists 
usually of but one byst, while the mucous polypus is almost invariably 
composed of very many. 

2. Polypus from Hypertrophy^ ^c— In appearance like the mucous, 
nearly as common ; sometimes occuring with it. Hypertrophy, thickening 
and induration of the mucous membrane is not uncommon from inflamma- 
tion, but unless it assume the character of a tumor, this thickening is not 
to be considered a polypus, though it may produce all the inconveniences 
of one. 

Tumors of a similar character appear in the lowef part of the rectum 
and at the verge of the anus. The anology between the diseases of the 
rectum and the nose was observed by the older surgeons, by some of 
whom polypi are spoken of as nasal hemorrhoids. 

3. Fleshy Polypus, — This is vascular, of a florid red color, has some 
sensibility, and is less disposed to be pediculated than any other form of 
benign polypus. Tumors of a like kind occasionally form at the inner 
edge of the meatus urinarius, also in the tube of the external ear, and 
other parts. 

4. Fibrous Polypus, has, according to Velpeau its origin in the perios- 
tium. When very large they usually project into the posterior fauces. 
John Bell says, that the pol3rpi that project posteriorly, are always hard ; 
but this is not the fact, any form of nasal poljrpus may project backwards 
or forwards or in both directions. This polypus always has a pedicule 
as firm and fibrous as itself. They are frequently solitary and sometimes 
of great size causing much deformity. 

5. Gelatinous Polypus.— This form is rare, I have seen but one case. 
It consisted of a cyst or capsule with subdivisions of cellular tissue, some 
of them exceedingly delicate, and all filled with a gelatinous semi-fiuid 
substance of a transparent pale white or amber color, at some points this 
matter was more like calf 's-foot jelly and without an envelope ; here and 
there it contained opake spots of grumous blood. 

6. Carcinomatous Polypus.— (Dr, Watson's account of the malignant 
diseases of the nasal fossae is judicious, but as he promises again to recur 
td the subject of carcinoma, we shall not detail his present observations.) 

Of External Polypus. — Under this name Dr. W. describes the tumors 
called by Mr. Liston, lipoma. They depend on hypertrophy of the integri- 
ments and cellular tissue, attended with serous and fibrinous infiltration 
and excessive development of the sebaceous crypts proper to the integ- 
ments. They occur in old men, high livers, are slow of growth, not pain- 
ful, sometimes of large size. 

Treatment of Polypi. — Dr. Watson goes largely into this part of the 
subject, historically and practically, but our limits compel us to a very 
brief abstact, confining ourselves to the practical matter. Mucous and 
other soft polypi are most readily removed by the strait forceps. Pass 
the blades of the instrument slightly open, gently along the nostril till 
they reach the neck of the tumor, close them carefully upon it and by 
one or two slight movements ascertain that they are properly applied, then 
rotate the insirument on its long axis till the neck is gradually twisted off; 
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this done, withdraw them froip the nostril still closed apon the tamor. 
Next examine the cavity to see Whether there are other polypi, if not the 
nose is to be washed ont, the patient is relieved. The third form of polypi, 
the fleshy polypus or caruncular excrescence, may when small, be remo- 
ved by the application of lunar caustic, taking care not to injure the sound 
parts. If large, they may be removed by scissors or the knife, touching 
the base afterwards with caustic. Local astringents or the tampon may 
be required to check the hemorrhage. If the tumor have a large base, 
the safest way to remove it is by ligature ; either alone or by cutting off 
the mass after the ligature is applied. In some cases the ligature must 
be tightened every day. 

Fibrous Polypi. — When the neck is small and within reach the scissors 
may be used, if less accessible or of firmer texture the forceps are better. 
The permanent ligature, though it sometimes fails, is often oUr only 
resource. 

Oekuinous Polypi and also Carcinomatous to be treated successfully 
should be attacked very early, the mode of operation will of course vary 
in each case. Entire and early extirpation is the only hope. 

External Polypi. — These may readily be removed, the operation is sim- 
ple and easy. 

We have thus followed Dr. Watson through his very valuable paper. 
We have not paused to comment preferring that our readers should have 
in uninterrupted chain the well considered opinions of an able and labo- 
rious surgeon. Ope remark we must now make. — As to early extirpation 
of carcinoma, Dr. Watson says, the balance of experience is in favor of 
timely extirpation even in cancer of the breast If this be so we have 
not read the annals of surgery aright. Does not Dr. Watson know that 
the illustrious Muller — perhaps the first physiologist of the age — incorpo- 
rates into his definition of carcinoma these stem but truUifuI words, *' if 
extirpated it will certainly return,^ Is it not with the very extremest re- 
luctance that the leading surgeons of our day, (those we mean who are 
pathologists, for we make no account of the mere cutters^) are dri^n to 
the extirpation of carcinoma ? But we have no room to pursue the subject. 



Medicines per Rectum. — We observe that Mr. Searleof Bath, England, 
has embraced Dupuytren's^notion that medicines by the rectum act more 
powerfully than when taken into (he stomach. He also assigns the same 
reason, vis. that they are absorbed without being digested. This was 
Dnpuytren*s idea about opium, but subsequent observers have not con- 
firmed his views. The fact seems to be that in this as in so many other 
things we run from one extreme to the other — the older writers held 
that medicines given by the rectum, had but one-third of the power they 
exerted when taken into the stomach, this was rating their effects too low 
and Dupuytren observing this flew into the opposite ernv, and stated the 
effect too high. The medium is perhaps nearly true ; the effect from 
opium introduced into the rectum will generally be less, somewhat, than 
when swallowed, but the difference is not great, certainly nothing near so 
great as three to one. If we were compelled to give our ideas in the nu- 
merical fojrm we should put the proportions as about 3 to 2. .This is the 
scale upon which we commonly graduate our doses of opiate eaoBuita. 
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We have jutt recei? ed Dr. Kirkbridge's Report of the Pennsylvanis 
Hospital for the Insane for 1841. From this report we make the follow- 
ing extract, giving a history of that venerable institution. 

^t>^ory.— In the year 1751, a number of the benevolent citizens of 
Philadelphia were incorporated by an Act of the Provincial Assembly, as, 
" The Contributors to the Pennsylvania Hospital'^ Their charter was 
general in its character, and provided for the relief of the sick, and the 
reception and cure of lunatics. 

Liberal contributions of funds were soon made, and in process of time, 
the noble structure on the square between Spruce and Pine and Eighth 
and Ninth Streets, in the city of Philadelphia, was completed and occu- 
pied 4)y the sick and afflicted, for whose comfort and restoration it had 
been specially erected. 

Although much assistance was afibrded by the Legislature towards the 
erection of the original building, this Institution has always mainly de- 
pended for its support upon the donations and contributions of benevolent 
individuals. From these sources its capital stock has been derived, and 
by a provision of its charter, ndothing but the interest of money thus ap- 
propriated can ever be expended. 

The Pennsylvania Hospital is the oldest institution in the country, in 
which regular provision was made for the treatment of Insanity ; and 
within its walls were first promulgated many of the enlightened views on 
the subject, which are now every where understood, and from the adop- 
tion of which such important results have followed. The fame of its 
early and eminent physicians and surgeons attracted crowds of students 
to its wards, and the influence of the practical instruction there obtained, 
has been felt in nearly every section of the Union. 

The first patient was admitted into the Pennsylvania Hospital on the 
11th of the Second month, 1752, and between that time and the 20th of 
the Third month, 1841, when persons afflicted with mental derangement 
ceased to be received into the Hospital in the city — thirty-etght thousand 
four hundred patients had received the benefits of its care. Of these ybvr 
thousand three hundred and sixty-six were insane, one thousand four Aun- 
dred and ninety-three of whom were restored to their families perfectly 
cured — nine hundred and thirteen were discharged improved — nine Atm- 
dred and ninety-five were removed by their friends without material im- 
provement — two hundred and forty-six eloped* — six hundred and ten. died 
~»~ninety-three were transferred to the new Hospital, and sixteen were re- 
tained in the city, waiting the completion of the detached buildings. Of 
38,400 patients mentioned above, no less than twenty thousand eight hun- 
dred and five were received and supported without charge of any kind.f 

Although all practicable means Were employed for the comfort and re- 
storation of the insane patients, it became evident long since, that great 
disadvantages were necessarily attendant upon a city location — in con- 

* Mostly in the early days of the Hospital, before the square was permanently 
enclosed. 

t The removal of the insane from the vest wing of the Hospital in the city, has 
enabled the Board of Managers to appropriate the spacioas ana airy apanmenis in 
that division, lo sick and surgical patients, where, at a reasonable rate of board they 
can always have private chambers and good attendants. 
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nection with a sick hospital, aod without a distinct medical organization. 
These circumstances had for several years, induced the .Board of Mana« 
gers to look forward to a removal of this class of patients from the old 
building, as soon as sufficient funds could be procured for the construction 
and endowment of a new Hospital. 

Fair this purpose, the resources of the Hospital .were husbanded with 
great care, and the wise foresight of its early management, in securing 
the thea vacant lots immediately around the old Institution, ultimately 
enabled their successors to effect this long cherished object in the most 
liberal manner. 

Several of the lots just adverted to, were purchased at different periods 
for the sum of eight thousand nine hundred and twenty-seven dollars and 
twenty-seven cents, and were directed to be sold l)y the contributors, at 
special meetings in the years 1832 and 1835. The proceeds of these 
sales were specially appropriated to the purchase of grounds and the 
erection of a Hospital for the Insane, and the amount of purchase money 
and interest received te the present time, is nearly three hundred and 
twenty-five thousand dollars. 

The farm on which the ** Pennsyhania Hospital for the Insane " now 
stands, containing 101 acres, was purchased early in 1836, and additional 
purchases of about ten acres adjoining were afterwards made, to secure a 
better.supply of water, and a more favorable position for the wall intended 
to surround a portion of the grounds. These premises are nearly two 
miles west of the city of Philadelphia, between the West Chester and 
Haverford Roads, on the latter of which is the gate of entrance. 

The comer stone of the new Hospital was laid on the 22d of the 6th 
month, 1836, and the building was so far completed as to be ready for the 
reception of patients on the first day of the year 1841. 

Buildings. --The centre building and main wings of the new Hospital 
present an eastern front of four hundred and thirty-six feet, and consist 
of a basement and two principal stories. 

The centre building is ninety-six feet deep — sixty-three feet wide, east 
of its junction with the wings — and sixty-seven on the western side. 



GLEANINGS. 



Army Medical Board. — This Board has been ordered to convene in 
Philadelphia on the 2d of May (or the examination of assistant army sur« 
geons, for promotion, and for candidates for appointments. It consists of 
T. G. Mower, President ; Surgeons, Stinneck and Cuyler. Those who 
pass successfully through this fiery ordeal may well be proud of their tri- 
umph, where so many fail. Deaths from small-pox in London last year 

J 053. A child in P. J. died from eating off the ends of a bunch of 

friction matches. Dr. B. P. Staats is elected Mayor of Albany. 



Obituary, — Died in Boston, Geo. B. Doane, M. D., aged 49, much la- 
mented. 
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PRIVATE SURGICAL RETREAT, 
By J. KEARNY RODGER8, M. D. 

SUBOKOlf OF THE NEW YORK HOapITAL AMD OF TBK SEW YOEK EYE IHFULMAEY. 

The tmdtrtijpud respedtfiiUy lofontu thd membtfa of hl» Profession, th^jt be bfts m oT tdto J an es- 
tablishmont in the vicinity of his residence, for the acconunodfttion of private patients, with Sur^ 
gieal mffeeUont and tk* dittaau of the Eye, 



B spacious Hotels of our city I 

reluaantly receive the invalid ; whose cares and wants would interfere with the ordinary duties of 
their servants. 

For the purpose of s\^>plying this deficiency, the subscriber has undertaken the profeMiooal charge 
of this «stabiisbment, and placed it under the care of a svpeitptendant and matron, who will cheer- 
fully render to those received within its walls, the adfaatage of faithful nursinf, the careful admin- 
istration of medicines ; and wtiat may be called the minor necessaries of the sick room. 

Abundance of surgical apparatus is provided, and it shall be the endeavor of the snbeoriber to fife 
to those entrusted to his charge the benefit of whatever fecent improvement in the profession may 
tend to their recovery. 

' J. KEUINT B0D6ER8. M.D. 
New York, May 2d, 184S. 110 BLBicxin Steut. 

INSTITUTION FOR THE TREATMENT OF CALCULOUS AFFECTIONS, 

AND OTHMI D1SBA8BS0P THB URXNAET OKOANS. 

The undersigned, formerly Professor of Surgery in the College of Physicians and Sirrgeone of the 
University of the State of New York, and in the Medical Ck»llege of Ohio, befs leaye to inform^ 
Medical n-ofession tbat he has established an Institution fortbe accommodation of patients labonng 
under Calculous Aflfections, Fistuls, Diseases of the Bladder, Kidneys, dkc 

As the Members of the Profession are generally aware that the undersigned has practised Uthotrity 
for many years, and devoted much of his thne to diseases of ttie urinary organs, he hopes tha£t this 
Institution will meet with the approbation of his fHends in the profeesioo and the public. 

Any person desiring further information, may apply, personally or by letter, jo him, at No. Park 
Plaett New York. 

October, ISO, 1841. ALBAN GOLDSMITH, M. D. 

WM. R. OOULDING, 85 1-2 CHATHAM STREBT.-SUBOICAL INSTRUMENT MAKBR IN 
OENBRAL.— Has on hand, and makes to order, all kinds of Surgical Instruments, of the most im- 
proved patterns, and of the best workmanship. From a long experience in manufacturing, he feels 
confident in recommending his instruments to the faculty in general, to whom he returns his thanks 
forpast favors, and solicits a continuation of their patronai^. 

He begs leave to call the attention of the profession to an instmiaent recently indented fbr Intro* 
ducing suppositories into the rectum, Ac. in cases of irriution or Inflammation of that tube, or of the 
neighboring parts. 

New York, Septemker 1, 1841. ly. 

. » . ■* 

PRIVATE IN6TITUTI0N FOR THE INSANE, AT MURRAY HILL, NEW YORK. 

The undersigned has opened a private establishment, on"the plan of those in Europe which have 
recently been so successful in the treatment of mental diseases. His main object will be to make 
It, as much as possible, like the residence of a private family. The number of patienU will be lim- 
ted— the attendants will be so numerous as to give to each invalid, if necessary, the exclusive ser. 
▼ices of one or more ; thereby dispensing, as far as possible, with all personal restraint. The medi. 
cal and moral treatment will be directed by the proprietor ; and such modes of treatment as hay« 
been matured by ten years' service as phvsician to one of the largest Insane Hospitals in the country, 
and bx.a recent personal examination of the private institutions of Europe, win be carried into effect 

AppUcaUon for admission to JAMES MCDONALD, M. D., SO ChntOD Place. New Yeffc. 



THE NEW YORK MEDICAL GAZETTE is published every Wednesday, bv Urimk 7Vni#r,Jir. 
D., No. 189 Nassau Street, to whom all communications should be addressed, poet paid. Price 
$3 per annum, payable in advanoe— after three months $4. No subscriptions received for lees 
than one year. 

By the regoUtions of the Post Office Department, Post-Masters are allowed to forward, under their 
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Lectures on the Diseases of Children, delivered at the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons, New York. By C. R. Gilman, M. D., 
Professor of Obstetrics and the Diseases of Women and Chil- 
dren. 

ON CYANOSIS OR BLUE DISEASE* 

This name has been applied to an abnormal state observed every 
now and then in the new-bom child, the symptoms of which are blue* 
ness, lividity, or a deep violet color of the skin, particularly remark- 
able in the lips, the nails, the cheeks, the genitals, the feet and hands. 
Sometimes only seen in these parts ; it is very generally accompa- 
nied with a marked reduction of the power of generating heat, 
and usually with diflSculty of breathing, occurring in spasms. 
The functions are all imperfectly performed, the child excessively 
languid, and sometimes harrassed with a suffocating cough like that 
of pneumonia — now and then there is a marked tendency to som- 
nolency. These. symptoms, I say, generally accompany the disco- 
loration of the skin, but they are not universal, cases are recorded 
where this discoloration has existed in the most marked degree, 
without at all interfering with the general health. Of these the 
most remarkable is one reported by Martin Solon, and quoted by 
Bouillaud. The patient was a young man of 22, he was affected 
with the most decided cyanosis from his infancy, yet he enjoyed the 
most robust health, labored as a blacksmith and afterwards as a 
coachman, besides being a great rake and considerably given to 
drink, circumstances which would certainly put his vigor to the test. 

Morgagni gives arcase where the girl survived to the 16th vear. 
There was a female in this city a few years ago who was perfectly 
cyanosed by a very slight exertion, walking rapidly for any distance 
made her as blue as an indigo bag. These, however, are excep- 

90 
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tuberculous cases is verj' high. Yet I am Convinced, from exten- 
sive observation and much reflection on this subject, thaf tubercu* 
lous disease of the lungs, in some degree or another, in one form or < 
another, prevails among the more seriously sick in London, and in 
other large towns, in as great a proportion as among our patients. 
So far as our post-mortem examinations have gken us the ppportu- 
nity, you have seen verified the statement which you have often 
heard me make, that of those in large towns who die of various 
diseases or accidents, above the age of thirty, more than half ex- 
hibit in the lungs more or less of tuberculous disease, or of the traces 
which it leaves behind. It is thus only we can learp the real amount 
and importance that tuberculous disease bears in the scale of mala- 
dies, by regarding it not only in its more acknowledged forms, and 
attended by its common symptoms, but by aid of careful physical 
diagnosis, or of the still more minute search of the scalpel, tracing 
it in all its degrees and combinations, as a secondar}^ lesion and as 
a primary affection, as an index of the state of the constitution, as 
well as in the more decided form of an extensive organic disease. 

It is by extensive observations and comparisons of this kind that 
I have been led to entertain the views with regard to tubercle, and^^ 
the diseases which h produqes, which I have given in my lectures^^ 
at the College, and of which you will find an outline in various 
works which have been published in the last fourteen years. A 
fundamental part of these views is, that tabercle is the plasma or 
material with which textures are nourished or repaired, in a degra- 
ded state, which may be either cacoplastic, when it fbrms deniM, 
ilf-organized, and non-vascular deposits (as in grey tubercle), or 
aplastic, when it is still further devoid of living organization, as in 
yellow tubercle. 

This view by regarding tubercle as a deviation in degree rather 
than in kind from natural processes, and by associating it with the 
universally operating function of textural nutrition, explains the fre- 
quency and mode of its production in such various constitutions, 
and under such a variely of circumstances, and I think I may add, 
guides us to the methods of treatment which have been most sanc- 
tioned by the most extensive experience. 

I shall grodp together our cases according to their forms or com- 

flications ; and as we have not time to give the details of each case, 
refer you to the reports for these, and shall make a few general 
remarks on each group. 

Phthisis, simple, or with mere bronchitis^' — Of this class we have 
only four cases ; for this is the unfortunate class that is generally 
excluded from the hospital. When they are taken in, it is either on 
account of some recent exacerbation, or simply misericordicB catisA. 

The case of Thomas Stocks, who was admitted October the 12th, 
and died February 22d, is one of common constitutional phthisis* 
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in a young man who had lost several brothers and sisters by the 
complaint, and himself became aVictim of one of its moi extensive 
and rather rapid forms. We have kept him in the m/ispital as a 
specimen of the ordinary simple form of this disease. You have 
had the opportunity of watching its steady progress, with its symp- 
toms of cough, with copious muco-purulent expectoration in opaque 
floqculent masses, extreme shortness of breath, ever frequent pulse, 
increasing debility, and pallid emaciation, with occasional profuse 
night sweats, but with little pain or other severe symptom to ruffle 
the path to the grave. Physical examination, too, has shown the , 
nature and progress of the disease in the lungs, by irreglar dulness 
of various parts of the chest, particularly the upper ; in the defec- 
tive vesicular breath sound, and in the loud whiffing, and cavernous 
breath-sounds, varied occasionally by cavernous and other ronchi, 
and becoming more extensive with the consuming advancenoent of 
the disease.- This patient bore tonics and full diet well ; and I have 
no doubt that these prolonged his ebbing life ; whilst the opiates, in 
various forms, greatly relieved the cough. On some occasions it 
was necessary to intermit these measures on account of increased 
dyspnoea, consequent on diminution of the expectoration : under 
these circumstances relief was afforded by a blister, and the use of 
an expectorant, consisting of decoction of senega, with ammonia, 
squills and conium. ' 

In the post-mortem examination we found the lungs so extensively 
consolidated by tuberculous deposits, and those of cir^mscribing 
inflammation, and so pervaded by cavities of all sizes and degrees, 
that very little natural vesicular texture was left, and it seemed a 
marvel how life could have been sustained so long ; but you must 
seek for an explanation in the proportionate reduction of all the 
organic functions ; so that life being reduced altogether to a lower 
scale was sustained with less and less breath. We found universal 
adhesions agglutinating not only the pleune, but also the heart to 
the pericardium ; and as there appears to be no account of a pre- 
vious attack of pericarditis, the latter must be referred to an ex- 
tension of the low, latent inflammation, with which tuberculous dis- 
ease is so commonly associated. 

Edward Lester, set. 35, formerly intemperate, dated the com- 
mencement of his chest oomplaint to a severe cold five years ago, 
during which he spit blood. He was admitted Dec. the 17th, in an 
advanced stagey of phthisis, with all its symptoms and signs, and 
was dismissed unrelieved Jan. 15(h. The plan of diffusing iodina 
and watery vapor through the room was tried with this patient. It 
produced an effect which often follows from its use, that of dimin- 
ishing, for a few hours, the cough and the expectoration, but increa- 
sing the dyspnoea ; and when the cough did ret6m, it was unusually 
violent, the expectoration more viscid, and tinged with blood. 

Richard Ferral, set. 40, admitted November 26, a stout man. 
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caught cold from wet feet six months ago, and has coughed, ever 
since, with frothy expectoration occasionally tinged with blood : has 
gradually lost flesh and strength. Signs of partial consolidation 
and small cavities under both clavicles ; dulness and subcrepitant 
rhonchus in the posterior part of both lungs. Pulse 80, weak. He 
was treated by blisters, followed by the turpentine and acetic acid 
liniment, with nitro-muriatic acid and henbane internally. He was 
much relieved, but on December 10, the expectoration becoming 
more scanty and difficult, with an increase of dyspncea, an alkaline 
expectorant of senega, squills, carb. potass, and conium, was substi- 
tuted for the acid mixture with much advantage, and he was dis- 
missed December 17, much stronger and with little cough, the breath 
sound being clearer and free from rhonchus in the lower parts of 
the lung, and the dulness under the clavicles diminished but not re- 
moved. 

James Currey, of intemperate habits, admitted February 15, with 
chronic phthisis^ much aggravated by a recent excess at a wake, had, 
in addition to signs of consolidation in the upper part of both lungs 
impaired stroke sound and breath sound, with subcrepitant rhonchus 
in the lower part of both lungs. The latter signs depending on 
congestion and bronchitis, were removed by repeated blistering, and 
a mixture containing \ grain doses of tartar emetic with conium. 
The dulness under the clavicles, especially the right, remained on 
the 25th of February, when he was dismissed, much relieved of the 
cough and diortness of breath« 

The last two cases illustrate very well how mueh relief the rest 
and protection of ^ hospital, as well as the treatment, often afford to 
the exacerbations which ruffle and hasten the course of the chronic 
forms of phthisis.. These exacerbations generally arise from con- 
gestion or inflammation of the air tubes, or of the pulmonary text- 
ure ; . and if treated in time, are signally relieved by local depletion, 
blistering, or other modes of counter-irritation, combined in the 
more inflammatory cases with antimonials internally, and in the 
more congestive and asthenic, with acid mixtures, or alkaline ex- 
pectorants, according to the state of the expectoration. So great 
IS the relief in many cases, that the patients often fancy themselves 
quite cured ; abd no doubt most of the cases of reputed cures of 
consumption are of this k'md. But physical examination shows 
that the tuberculous disease, although quiescent, is not removed ; 
and if it do not advance of itself, it only waits for a fresh exposure 
to cold or undue exertion^ or irregularity of diet, or other cause of 
. disorder, to bring back its inflammatory complications, each return 
of which adds to the mischief, and reduces the strength* until the 
conftumptive disease becomes continued and wholly irremediable, 
' But although a careful and continued observation of these chronic 
cases shows the error of supposing them to be ciired, it shows how 
much they may be relieved, and lue prolonged, both by studying to 
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avoid the causes of the aggravations of the disease, and by treating 
these aggravations promptly when they do occur. 

Phthisis with Pneumonia : Two cases. — Jerry Leonard, aet. 48, 
admitted Nov. 2, of stout make, formerly intemperate. Mother 
died of a " cough :" 18 out of 19 of his brothers and sisters have 
died before they were 18 years of age. Five years ago he was 
laid, up for many weeks with pleurisy. Has had a cough for four 
months, and a fortnight ago this became much worse after his work- 
ing in a very damp place. Has lost flesh, strength and appetite. 
Breath very short, with pain in left chest. Expectoration viscid, 
muco-purulent, streaked, and partially tinged with blood. Pulse 90, 
weak but sharp. Rigors and occasional sweats. Dulness over 
whole Jeft chest, with defective breath sound, and. short crepitation 
in lower and middle parts. Cavernous respiration, without pecto- 
riloquy, under left clavicle. Pectoriloquy and subcrepitation below 
right clavicle. 

This patient was treated first by blisters and antimonials until the 

Eain was removed and the breathing better. Afterwards, the cou^h 
eing very violent, and the expectoration diflicult, extract of bella- 
donna, and tincture of squills, and liq. potass®, gave much relief for 
a time. The sweats and debility tniith increasing, sulphuric acid 
and the sulphate of zinc were siibstittuted for the alkali. This change 
seemed beneflcial at first, but in a few days the expectoration be* 
coming more viscid and rusty, and the breathing more difficult, the 
alkali was again used with fresh temporary benefit ; and decoction 
of bark was afterwards added. The dulness in the left side was 
diminished in the middle and lower part, and some breath sound 
restored ; but the disease in the upper regions of the chest had in- 
creased, and so had his weakness and emaciation. He left the 
hospital Jan. 29th. 

The other case is that of John Penelli, which I shall pass over, 
because I have noticed it in a former lecture. 

The supervention of extensive pneumonia in a tuberculous sub- 
ject, constitutes a most serious complication, which, if not treated 
early, rarely fails to greatly accelerate the fatal termination of the 
disease. Many cases of acute phthisis, or galloping consumptioH, 
are those aggravated by pneumonia. The lungs are then found 
more or less consolidated by soft deposit, as in hepitazation, but 
the deposit is more grey or stone-colored, mottled with older tuber- 
cnlourdeposits, and often spotted with incipient excavations or tu- 
berculous softening. The lymph effused is all cacoplastic, suscepti- 
ble of neither absorption nor organization : it therefore becomes a 
serious additional cause of pulmonary obstruction and destruction. 

Yet these intercurrent inflammations, if treated early, before ef- 
fusion of lymph takes place, are often quite tractable, yielding to 
even moderate antiphlogistic measures, mich as local depletion and 
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blistering, and especially tartar emetic internally. The mischief is 
often done before this treatment is applied, because the symptoms 
of these inflammations are very obscure, and are ascribed to the 
tuberculous disease, or sometimes to mere weakness. But you should 
watch every exacerbation in a consumptive patient ; and if you 
find crepitation and increasing dulness in any pscrtof the chest, or 
rusliness and viscidity of the sputa, it will be prudent to uae some 
of the moderate antiphlogistic means which I have mentioned, pro- 
portioning them to the previous strength of the patient. After 
these signs have been removed, the usual tonic plan may be again 
pursued. 

Phthisis with Chronic Laryngitis : Two cases. — ^The caae of 
Sarah Hunt wa? scarcely within the period of the session, having 
been discharged, apparently convalescent, Sept 25th. But I notice 
it in order to point out how tuberculous disease of the lungs is apt 
to be combined with chronic laryngeal affections. The attack began 
six weeks before admission (Aug. 26th) with loss of voice, followed 
by a croupy cough, difficult breathing and deglutition. These 
symptoms were much relieved by leeching and blistering the throat, 
ordered by Dr. Taylor in my absence. On my return, I found her 
without voice, and still complaining of some cough and dyspnoea, 
and on examining the chest, detected dulness and defective motion 
of the outer upper part of the left chest, with slight mucous rhon- 
chus. The breath sounds were masked by a rough laryngeal rhon- 
chus. I ordered her sarsaparilla with iodide of potassium internally, 
and the turpentine and acetic acid liniment. In a week, the patient 
lost the cough and shortness of breath, but she had not recovered 
her voice, and the dulness remained. 

The other case, Cornelius Sullivan, admitted Jan. 5th, was a more 
obvious case of phthisis, little advanced with severe chronic laryn- 
gitis. He -was first put under the antimonial treatment, with blis- 
tering, to relieve an aggravation from recent bronchitis ; and after^ 
wards the same remedies were, used fts in the last case, with the 
addition of the daily application to the throat of a strong solution 
pf the nitrate of silver, after the method of Trousseau and Belloc. 
He was discharged Jan. 24tb, with very little cough, and his voice 
restored, although still hoarse. 

The more I see of chronic laryngeal cases, the more I become 
convinced that they are combined either with pulmonary tubercles, 
or with a disposition to their formation. 

Phthisis^ with disease of the Heart : Three cases. — I have before 
commented on the case of John Hudson, who was admitted Nov. 
9th, for vertigo and palpitation, connected with dyspepsia and hy- 
pertrophy of the left ventricle. As be became relieved from these 
symptoms, we found that be had had a cough for many months ; 
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and we found figns of limited consolidation of one lung. The dis- 
ease was quite chronic and-unfit for hospital treatment. 

Edward Pope was admitted November 25, in an advanced st^e 
of phthisis, under the symptoms of which he had been suflfering for 
three years ; and ho died January 29. We could not obtain an 
examination of the body, on account of the objections of the rela- 
tions. In addition to the ordinary symptoms of advanced phthisis, 
he suffered much Arom occasional attacks of spasmodic clyspnoea 
and palpitation, which were sometimes relieved by extracts of stra« 
monium and belladonna, or ether and tincture of lobelia. In the 
fits of palpitation, the pulse at the wHst was innumerable, but by 
listening to the heart could be easily counted as many as 216 in the 
minote. ^ Once, whilst we were examining him, the pulsations grad- 
denly slackened down to 100. This is often observed with palpi- 
tation. There were signa of enlargement of the heart ; the patient 
had formerly suffered from rheumatic fever. 

Elizabeth Freethy also had disease of the heart, originating in 
repeated attacks of rheumatism, and her late symptoms have com- 
pelled me to count her among the tuberculous subjects. The heart 
affection is dilated hypertrophy, causing ettended dulness and im- 
pulse, and a slight disease of the aortic orifice, infHcated by a slight 
filing murmur at mid-sternum, not heard below the left breast. I 
Shan have to notice this case urader another head. 

Disease of the heart is not a common complication with the 
worst forms of phthisis ; in fact, experience has led me to consider 
hypertrophy of the heart as a favorable circumstance in a case of 
phthisis ; persons having this combination generally exhibiting more 
power to resist the progress of the tuberculous disease, which con- 
sequently becomes circumscribed and chronic. In the most rapid 
cases of consumption, we often find the heart smaller than usual ; 
and in these the weak pulse and feeble circulation correspond 
with their speedy sinking. 

The complication with hypertrophy often, however, carries with 
it an increased tendency to pulmonary congestion and hemorrhage, 
and may require more of local depletion and sedative treatment 
than is expedient in other cases of limited tubercle of the lungs. 

Phthisis, with Rheumatism, Sciatica, ^.: Six cases, — I have 
just adverted to the case of Freethy, who has been twice under my 
care for an obstinate form of rheumatism, from former attacks of 
which the heart is permanently damaged. This ^ constant disposi- 
tion to the recurrence of rheumatism shows something to be very 
wrong in the constitution. Probably, as Dr. Prout supposes, the 
chief fault is in the function of secondary assimilation, which is 
imperfectly performed, and leads to the undue formation of lactic 
acid or some analogous morbid matter, which is the immediate cause 
of the rbumatic pains and inflammation. The same cause in time 
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may injure the nutritive mtterial of the bloody and lead to it<i de- 
posit in a degraded or cacoplastic state ; aad thus, according to roy 
views, tu^rcles may be formed. The first symptoms of pulmonary 
tubercle in the case of Freethy appeared during her stay in the 
hospital after an attack of feverish sore-throat and catarrh with 
hepatic congestion. She spat a bloody fluid, which was at first 
supposed to proceed from the throat ; but as the spitting continued, 
and was accompanied with more cough and pain in the chest, this 
region was carefully examined ; and we found general slight dul- 
ness on the right side, with a breath-sound defective in loudness 
and duration. The disease proceeded in spite of general and local 
depletions, various counter-irritants, and other remedies ; and a 
month after (February 8,) it is reported that the dulness had become 
more marked, the breath and voice-sound had become tabular un- 
der the right clavicle, and slight spitting of blood still continued. 
On Feb. 9, the catamenia, which had been absent for two periods, 
appeared ; and the chest symptoms were diminished, but not re- 
moved. She was then able to bear cascarilla with nitric acid, which 
improved her strength, and she was discharged February 21. I 
have no doubt that ere long the phthisical disease will run its course 
in this patient, for the constitution is much impaired, and she is con- 
tinually suffering from various disorders. 

In the five other cases, the tuberculous disease of the lungs waa 
more advanced, but limited, and therefore chronic 

James Padger, »t. 62, (admitted September 22, discharged re- 
lieved, October 15,) suffered from lumbago, and recent bronchitis, 
of which he was soon relieved ; but there was dulness and cavern- 
ous breath and voice-sounds under one or both clavicles, with em- 
physema of the lower lobes of the lungs ; a common combination 
in chronic phthisis. 

Edward Robinson (admitted December 18, discharged January 
5,) came in for chronic rheumatism in the legs, which soon yielded 
to treatment with iodide of potassium. But be likewise had a long- 
standing cough, and there was dulness, and cavernous breath and 
voice-sounds, under the rieht clavicle, with emphysematous reso- 
nance on percussion in the lower region of the chest, down almost 
to the margin of the ribs. 

John Ryan (admitted Februaiy 15, discharged February 23,) was 
admitted for rheumatic gout, affecting the ankles and wrists, and 
other small joints, particularly the right wrist and hand, which was 
much swollen, and very red and tender. J!he gouty affection sub- 
sided entirely in a few days, under the use of colchicum. But we 
found signs of a cavern, with partial consolidation at the apex of 
the right lung ; and he stated that he had long suffered from cough, 
and had of late become very thin. The cough rather increased 
when the gouty swellhig subsided. 

Ann Mitchell (admitted January 10, discharged February 8,) was 
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affected with a lai^ge and yierjr painfal swelling of tbe right knee, 
with effasion chiefly in the burse. She had also the symptoms of 
phthisis, with signs of cavities at the apex of both lungs. The in* 
flammation of the knee was cured by leeches, followed by an iodine 
linime!ht, with the internal use of iodide of potassium. Her chest 
symptoms were relieved by blistering and rubefacients, and her 
strength improved with the use of iodide of iron. 

John Herring, admitted February 26, is still (March 3,) in the 
hospital with severe sciatica and signs of tubercles of both lungs, 
with recent catarrh. He has been treated with colchicum and anti- 
monials, with blistering to the chest, and cupping and a liniment for 
the hip, and is much relieved. 

This number of cases of combined tuberculous and rheumatic or 
allied affections, seems to point out some real connection between 
the two diseases. Last summer, some of you mav remember that 
we had several cases of pulmonary tubercle combined with gran- 
ular disease of the kidney, the frequent connection of which with 
rheumatism is well known. It is very possible that the pulmonary 
disease may, in some of these cases, arise from the cachexia con- 
nected with imperfect excretion of urine ; but I believe the cause 
of this imperfect excretion, the granular degeneration of the kidney, 
to be in itself allied to tubercle andanalogous cacoplastic products. 
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THE NEW YORK MEDICAL GAZETTE: 

PR08PB0TS FOR THB NBXT TBAR. 

It is with great pleasure that we refer our readers to the advertisement 
of oar new publisher in this day's Gazette. By it they will see that sev- 
eral important changes will take place in the Gazette at the beginning of 
its second year. These changes, will we hope, render it more accept- 
able to its readers. The one to which wo feel called upon to make spe- 
cial allusion, is the change in the Editorial department. Since the unex- 
pected and re^eued retirement of Dr. Roberts from the editorial charge 
of the paper, it has presented the anomaly of being without a responsible 
editor — this, the individual who has hitherto controled its columns feels 
ought not to continue. The public and the subscribers have, as we con- 
ceive, a right to know who it is that speaks to them ; especially is this 
the case with a periodical like the New York Medical GazeUe, which, 
while it meddles not with the private affairs or the personal characters of 
men, has spoken, and will continue to speak, its own honest opinioM of 
the literary and scientific merit of their publications. The public require 
such honest expressions of opinion— they are tired <tf the eternal com- 
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plimenting, the mawkish tugar and water criticisms, by which tome of 
our journals strife to avoid giving offene$, and to keep fair weather with 
all parlies. 

With such paltry policy, the Gazette never has had, and never will 
have, anything to do. We value peace as highly as any man, that is a 
man can, and we should deeply regret giving, to any of our medical 
brethren, just cause of offence ; but we cannot sacrifice truth or indepen- 
dence of opinion either to gain peace or to avoid war. 

The critical opinions expressed in the Gazette are, if we know ourselves, 
honest ; of their value in other respects our readers will judge, but we 
do earnestly protest against the doctrine, that these honest opinions are, 
or ought to be, matters of personal offence to any one. A man writes a 
book, we think it a good one, and it affords us pleasure to say so, but we 
claim no credit personally fur saying it. But suppose it is not good, our 
duty is to say so, and really, if a man cannot bear to hear the character 
of his book questioned, he had better — not publish it. We have beett 
betrayed into this string of common-place unwittingly — our readers who 
are not authors will please to pardon us, and thode who are will really do 
well to '* lay it to heart ;** and that they may do so, we will take this op- 
portunity to address a few words of advice, offered " in charity and pure 
good will," to the 

iScrnufit KtritatiUr S^attttn, 

Stie tltfti^HMnnrli m^mttvs of the Simhor Exitt. 

Rely upon it. Gentlemen, you are not wise to fret yourselves into a 
fever because your books chance to be reviewed rather unfavorably ; ad- 
mitting that it is not a good book — what then ? You personally may be 
most judicious and excellent practitioners, capital surgeons, good in the 
lying-in-room, and for the treatment of a bilious fever or a case of croup 
" second to none ;" now will not this content you ? No 1 Well, we will 
go further then, for with some of our author-patients we can do so, — we 
admit that you are most estimable men, honorable, strait- forward, pleasant 
men to do business with, good neighbors, kind frieiuls, indulgent husbands, 
exemplary fathers, and all that— but. my dear sweet friends, you can't 
write, and this present literary bantling of yours, won't pass muster — 
that 's all. Now be content, take the praise and bear the blame — they 
both belong to you ; above all things don't look cross or turn your head 
the other way when, you happen to meet the man who has cut up your 
book, he will be sure to laugh at you, and unless he is very good-natured 
indeed, (a thing not to be calculated on,) he will make fun of you behind 
your back and make others laugh. We are not, be assured, dear friends, 
preaching to you a philosophy which we do not practice. It has been 
our unhappy chance for one literary delinquency or another, to be abused 
in the Courier, criticized in the American, and ''shown up'^ in the Herald, 
(prodigeously well done it was, too, this last !) Nay inore, the text, "the 
grasshopper shall be a burden," has been fulfilled in our case, for we 
have been chirped at by the New York Mirror. Now in aH these trying 
situations! we have preserved our good temper, smiled on one editor, 
nodded at another a*id bandied jests with the third, all in perfect good 
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humor. Will the worthy gentlemen whose books we have dealt with listen 
to our precepts and follow our example ! We trust they will. 

We now turn a^iain to our readers who are not writers, and assure them 
that our individual Exertions for their advantage will noi be remitted, but 
rather increased now that we are about to be personally, by name and 
surname, responsible for what we do. Thus much for ourselves. 

But we are not alone, and we rejoice to say so. The gentlemen who 
are to be associated with us as Assistant-£ditors are well known to the 
profession both at home and abroad, from them the readers of the Gazette 
will expect, and we doubt not receive, much valuable matter. We are 
besides promised, in addition to the aid of our associates, assistance from 
many other quarters. The profession of our own city, we are proud to 
say it, are with us, and we hope and believe that they will sustain the 
Gazette, not with their patronage only, but with their pens. 



PUBLISHER'S ADVERTISEMENT. 

The subscriber remetftilly informs the patrons of the New York Medical Gazette, 
and the Medical public generallv, that he will, on the completion of the second vol- 
ume, (July 13th, 1842^ assume the publicatioa of that periodical, when some changes 
will be made in the E<1itorial department of the worlr, and in its mechanical char- 
acter, which will he flatters himself, render it worthy of an extension of the very 
liberal encouragement which it has hitherto received. 

AAer the iSth of July when the second volume will be completed, the Medical 
Ghizette will be edited by 

C. R. OILMAN, M, D., Professor of Obstetrics and the Diseases of Women and 
Children in the College of Physicians and Surgeons, New York, assisted by 

OEOROB WILKES, M. D., Sargeon of the New York Eye Infirmary, and 

ROBERT WATTS, Jr., M. D., Professor of Anatomy in the College of Physi- 
cians and Surgeons. 

In the extended reputation of these gentlemen, the publisher believes, that the 
Medical Profession throughout the country have a perfectly satisfactory guarantee 
of the high literary and professional character of the work. 

The changes in the form and mechanical execution of the work will be such as to 
make its ap^arance conform to its high literary character. Advertisements will no 
longer be admitted into the body of the work ; this will enable the Editors to give 
from one to two pages more weekly of reading matter, and a yet further extent of 
space will be gained by printing the Oleaninj^, &c., in smaller type. The Oazette 
will be issued in a handsome cover, upon which medical advertisements will have 
place. Altogether it will be the endeavor of the publisher to render the work, under 
the charge of the present sble and distinguished Editors, creditable to the character 
of American Medicine and universally acceptable to the members of the profes- 
sioii. 

The Gkizette will be puWished as heretofore, every Wednesday. Price S3 per 
annum— payable in advance. AAer three months $4. No subscriptions received 
for less than one year. 

WILUAM A. LE BLANC, Publisbbr, 

No. 3T7 Broadway. 

N. B. All communications must be addressed to the Publisher, post piin. Adver- 
tisements inserted on favorable terms. 



Univ$rfity College. Professorship of Midw^feri^.-^We learn that Doctor 
Murphy, of the Lying-in-Hotpital, Dublin, has been appointed sncceasor 
to Dr. Davis, as Professor of Midwifery in University College, London. 
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ANALYTICAL DEPARTMENT. 



Operation far Artificial Anns. — Our readers wHl remember tikat in a 
late number we gave some facts as to M. Amussat*s operation for artifi- 
cial anus ; by tbe annexed case they will obserfe that this ingenious and 
skillful surgeon has extended his operation to a case of congenital im- 
perforation of the anus. The case is full of interest. 

A woman, st. 30, of tolerably robust and healthy constitution, who has 
been married some years, and already been the mother of two children 
(both of whom are dead,) was delivered of her third child on the after- 
noon of Thursday, January 20th, 1842. She was attended in all her 
labors by a midwife. Nothing abnormal, however, occurred during the 
birth of any of the children. At the lapse of some hours after the de- 
livery of her third child (an apparently stout and healthy-looking boy) it 
was observed by the midwife that there existed some impediment to the 
exit of the f»ces, twelve hours having now elapsed, and no meconium 
been voided. A surgeon was immediately sent for, w^o, on examination, 
found that the obstruction was owing to the presence of a cul de sac about 
an inch and a half from the anus : the latter appeared well defined. A 
small silver female catheter was introduced, which, however, directly met 
with considerable resistance. The child was then taken to the *' H6pital 
de Clinique," when M. Larrey, having tried without success the intro- 
duction of the catheter, plunged a trocar (as was believed) into the cul 
de sac. Slight bleeding ensued on the withdrawal of the instrument, but 
no meconium escaped. The child was at length brought to Dr. Amussat 
on Saturday, January 22nd. He was then just forty-eight hours old. 
The countenance presented a dark, sufiTused appearance. The abdomen 
was hard and much distended. There had been frequent vomiting since 
birth. Pulse very frequent and feeble. Respiration performed with great 
difliculty. Urine had been freely voided, but was exceedingly turbid. 
No meconium had yet passed. A small bougie was now introduced, 
carefully avoiding any force, to the extent of about an inch and a half, 
when its progress was arrested by some resisting substance. On tbe in- 
strument being inclined more posteriorly an opening was discovered, in 
which the bougie easily passed to the extent of four or five inches. This 
was very evidently a false passage. Dr. Amussat now examined with his 
little finger, with which he enlarged the opening previously made by the 
instrument. The obstruction was soon recognised. It was sof^, some- 
what elastic, and smooth on its surface, but did not give the impression of 
an intestine distended with meconium. The introduction of tbe index 
followed that of the little finger, but nothing indicated the presence of the 
large intestine. Dr. Amussat was of the opinion that about two inches 
from tbe anus there existed an interruption of the rectum, the calibre of 
the gut being at this point totally obliterated, but that the inferior portion 
of the bowel, together with the sphincter, presented nothing abnormal. 
It appeared, however, to Dr. Amussat and to all who were pre^nt, after a 
very careful examination, totally impracticable that an aruficial anus could 
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be established either in the aaal er cocygeal regions, and he therefore de- 
termined at once to open the colon in the left lumbar region. 

The child being placed on his right side, a transverse incision, abont 
two inches in length, was made midway between the crest of the ilium 
and the last false rib, commencing at the external border of the sacro- 
lumbalis and longissimis dorsi : the subjacent textures having been divided 
the cellular and adipose tissue covering the kidney and colon was expo* 
sed. This was now, after a long and careful dissections^ divided, after a 
great deal of uncertainty. The lower extremity of the kidney was fully 
ex^sed to view, but the intestine could not yet be recognised. The in- 
'cision was, therefore, enlarged backwards and downwards (with an artifi- 
cial light, the shutters having closed,) and Dr. Amussat saw (for his feel- 
ing did not afford him any certain indication) something of a violet color, 
which he judged to be the small intestine, placed outside, and before the 
kidney. That was pushed backwards, and the colon at length detected. 
Two tenacula were now introduced longitudinally, one from above down- 
wards, the other in a contrary direction, in order to prevent any retraction 
of the bowel, and a longitudinal incision afterwards made. A considera- 
ble quantity of gas and meconium escaped. The edges of the opening 
in the intestine were fixed to the integuments by means of three sutures, 
and tepid injections administered. The hemorrhage which occorred du* 
ring the operation was easily suppressed by means of torsion. The ar* 
tificial anuB was now covered by a hot cataplasm, and the child removed 
home. 

Monday, January 24th.— Since the operation no nnto#ard symptom has 
occurred. There is little or no febrile excitement. The artificial anns 
appears well formed. The cataplasms, when removed, are always cov- 
ered with fsculent matter. The integuments adjacent the wound are 
somewhat (edematous and reddened. Nothing has passed per rectum. 

28th.— Continues much the same. The wound presents already a 
healthy granular appearance. The child takes the breast verv well, and 
is perfectly tranquil. The fsees continue to pass well through the artifi- 
cial anus. Abdomen quite free from distension. 

February ist. — The artificial anus appears firmly fixed to the wound, 
which presents a healthy aspect. The evacuations, which are of a liquid 
consistency, take place abundantly. The abdomen is soft, and insensible 
to pressure. Sutures came away yesterday. The child is quite free 
from any febrile symptoms, and takes its nourishment with avidity. 

4th. — Continuing to progress very favorably. In the left iliac fossa 
there is a remarkable projection observed whenever the child cries, or 
when the faeces are being expelled. It appears to be a distended intes- 
tine. 

7th. — Upon Dr. Amussat's visiting the child to-day, he found that there 
had been no evacuation for forty-eight hours. The abdomen was much 
tumefied, and painful on pressure. Urine had been voided freely. Bou- 
gies were introduced into the artificial anns, and injections a^erwards 
made. A large collection of ftecnlent matter escaped, and the child be- 
came immediately more composed. A small wax tent to be kept con- 
stantly in the anus, attached by threads. 

9th.— Much improved. The fasces, which are now of a more solid 
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consistency, escape readily through the artiicial anus. Tepid injections 
administered every twenty-four hours. The child appears more animated, 
and every thing predicts a speedy convalescence. The projection in the 
iliac fossa still exists, but does not occasion any apparent^ inconvenience. 
It would be tedious to dwell upon the minute reports of this highly in- 
teresting case. Since the time of the operation four weeks have now 
elapsed, and nothing can exceed the satisfactory condition of the young 
patient. The wound is perfectly cicatrized. Defecation is performed 
wiih the greatest facility. A small tent is kept constantly in the artifi- 
cial anus, which prevents ^ny closmre of the opening. The child is evi- 
dently as well developed as any other of the same age. 



Evacuation of Fluid from the Thorax by means of the common Grooved 

Needle. 

To the Editor of the London Medical Gazette : — 

Sir, — I was led by accident some time since, to a method of drawing 
off fluid in cases of effusion into tbe thorax, which I have lately found 
useful in cases of abdominal dropsy. The plan is so simple that I dare 
say it may be followed already by many persons, but as to others it may 
not have occurred, I think it right to offer the suggestion through the 
medium of the Medical Gazette. 

During the use of the common grooved needle for exploring the chest, 
on ascertaining positively the presence of the fluid, previous to paracen- 
tesis, it happened on one occasion, at the Bristol infirmary, that so large 
a quantity of fluid passed readily through the instrument as to preclude 
the necessity of any further operation. As paracentesis of the thorax, 
by means of a trocar, is much more painful than the introduction of the 
needle, and is sometimes followed by troublesome results, i determined to 
try for the future whether the same success would follow the use of the 
latter insurument. In many instances this was found to be the case, but 
occasionally the fluid was too thick to run off through so small a passage. 
This was obviated by getting a needfe made with a somewhat larger 
groove. Such a needle has been used with perfect success in every case 
of the kind that has fallen under my observation during the last year or 
two, and the number has been considerable. The pain is so slight, that ^ 
a patient who has once experienced it, totally disregards it, in the desire 
of that relief which he has obtained, and has called eagerly for a repeti- 
tion, to which he has submitted as to a trifling annoyance. 

I have now a patient in the infirmary, a female aged fif^y, lately affect- 
ed with ascites. She had been twice tapped by means of the trocar. 
When she was full a third time, I proposed a third paracentesis. She 
earnestly deprecated it on account of the pain which she had suffered 
from the trocar 6n a former occasion. It occurred to me to try the grooved 
needle, and it was accordingly passed through the linea alba, and the pa- 
tient was relieved. It is worthy of note that the effusion of fluid has not 
returned. The woman although previously - in a state of very broken 
health, appears now, after the interval of some wseks, to be convalescent. 
I think it just possible that paracentesis by the needle may be leas favora- 
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ble to a return of affusion in cases of ascites, as it is known to be in those 
of hydrocele. Whether this may be the fact or not, I am sure that great 
advantage will arise to patients if the ase of the needle be substituted for 
that of the trocar in tapping, bolh for ascites and for hydrothorax. I am 
persuaded that the practice of deferring paracentesis in the former dis- 
ease till all other means, many of which are very exhausting ones, have 
been long tried, and have entirely failed, is one principal cause of the 
frequent return of effusion. The use of the needle aflfords so much greater 
facility that the operation will cease to-be dreaded, and will be performed 
more easily, and if so, with more frequent ultiniate success. 
I remain, sir, your faithful servant, 

J. C» Priohard, M. D. 



Spontaneous Generation, — Our readers may remember the excitement 
caused in the year 1837, by the announcement that Mr. Crosse, of Brom- 
ileldy had observed the development of certain insects incident to the 
long-continued action of voltaic pairs. Little additional information on 
this mysterious subject has since transpired until Tuesday, the 1 5th in- 
stant, when a paper from Mr. Weekes, of Sandwich, was read before the 
London Electrical Society, detailing the successful repetition of Mr. 
Cross's experiments. Among the cavilling which arose in connexion 
with the original experiments, the possibility was urged that the ovse of 
the insects might be in the air. Mr. Weekes's experiments were so con- 
ducted, that this objection can be scarcely tenable. A well eharred block 
of beech, containing a circular groove to receive a bell-glass, was the base 
of the instrument. The groove was filled with mercury. A tumbler, 
containing the solution of silicate of potass, was beneath the bell. The 
silica was obtained by subjecting to a furnace heat a piece of fine black 
fiint, obtained out of the centre of a '* bowlder," selected from amongst 
those lying on the shore at Sandwich. The silica was united to the 
potass by a furnace beat ; the result quenched in boiling water. The 
solution was immediately covered, and filtered under cover. All things 
being prepared, the voltaic current was sent through the solution on the 
3d of December, 1840 ; and from that dale to the present time the ap- 
paratus has not been disturbed. At the end of October, 1841, the first 
insect was observed. On the 16th of November five were discovered. 
Since that date insects have been repeatedly seen. We must not omit to 
mention that the bell-glass was placed in total darkness, the screen being 
only removed when the progress was being examined. Mr. Weekes 
mentioned that he has another apparatus in action very similar to this, 
with the exception that the bell was filled with oxygen, and expressed an 
anticipation that he should sooner or later detect insect life there. This 
expectation was realized a few days ago. In an appendix to his commu- 
nication, bearing date February 27, 1 842, he states that on the previous 
morning, he " perceived vight or ten full grown acari in vigorous loco- 
motion on the inner surface of the air-bell." — Times. 



An attempt was made on Monday, 23d inst., to set fire to Harvard 
College in Cambridge, Mass. It was discovered in Massachusetts' Hall, 
and happily extinguished with but trifling damage. 
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PRIVATE SURGICAL RETREAT, 
By J. KEARNY R0DGER9, M. D. 

SUROEON OP THE NEW YORK HOSFITAL AND OP THE NEW YORK STK INPIRMARY* 

The undersigned respectfully inform* the members of his Profession, that he has provided an es- 
tablishment m the vicinity of his residence, for the accommodation of private patients, with Sw- 
gical affection* and th« diseases of th* Eye. 

Although our Hospitals, Infirmaries and Dispensaries, amply provide for the sick poor, it is well 
known that there is no place where a patient in better circumstances, afflicted with a surgical dis- 
ease can be recommended, with Uie certainty of receiving the attendance and comforts so necessary 
at such a time to his welfare. The spacious Hotels of our city administer only to those in health, and 
reluctantly receive the invalid ; whose cares and wants would interfere with the ordinary duties of 
their servants. 

For the purpose of supplying this deficiency, the subscriber has undertaken the professional charge 
of this establishment, and placed it under the care of a superintendant and matron, who will cbeer- 
fihly render to those received withm its walls, the advantage of faithful nursing, the careful admin- 
istration of medicines ; and what may be called the minor necessaries of the sick room. 

Abundance of surgical apparatus is provided, and it shall be the endeavor of the subscriber to give 
to those entrusted to his charge the benefit of whatever recent improvement in the profession may 
tend to their recovery. ^ 

J. KEARNY R0D6ERS, M.D. 

New York, May 2d, 1842. 110 Blieckbb Street. 

DR. CHAPIN'S UTERO-ABDOMINAL SUPPORTERS. 
Trusses, Suspensorf Bandages, 4rc. 
The subscribor having appointed Dr. Uriah Turner, General Agent for the above, a constant sup- 
ply will be kept at the Office of the Medical Gazette, No. 139 Nassau Street- Liberal discount 
to wholesale purchasers. 

Many eminent physicians in the city give these Instruments the preference, and those practitioners 
unacquainted with them, can scarce be aware of the relief they afford in one of the most distress- 
ing class of diseases with which the female sex are afflicted. J. R. Chaion. 
Dr. Turner is also Agent for Dr. Haynes' 
UTERO-ABDOMINAL SUPPORTERS. 
An entirely new article^ highly spoken of in the Boston and Philadelphia Medical Jonmals, and ex- 
tensively used in the former city. Physicians are respectfully Invited to call and examine tbenl 



CASTLETON MEDICAL COLLEGE— FALL COURSE OF LECTURES. 

Tlie Fall Course of Lectures wUl be commenced on the first Thursday, 4th of August next, and 
be continued fourteen weeks. 

FACULTY. 

JAMES M'CLINTOCK, M. D., President, Professor of General, Special, and Surgical Anatomy. 

JOSEPH PERKINS, M. D., Reeistrar, Professor of .Materia Medica, Therapeutics, and Obstetrics. 

DAVID M. REESE, M. D., Protessorof the Theory and Practice of Medicine. 

CHaUNCEY L. MITCHELL, M. D., Professor of Physiology, General Pathology, and Operative 
Obstetric^. 

JAMES M'CLINTOCK, M. D., Professor of the Principles and Practice of Surgery. 

ALFRED C. POST, M. D., Professor of Ophthalmic Anatomy and Surgery. 

WILLIAM P. RUSSEL, M. D., Professor of Medical Jurisprudence. 

EZRA S. CARR, M. D., Professor of Chemistry, Pharmacy, and Natural History. 

JOHN W. SNOWDEN, Prosector of Anatomy. 

Fees for the Course $50. Matriculating fee, $5. Fee for those who have attended two full 
courses at other regular Medical Institutions, $10. Graduation fee,|$16. Expense of boarding, dice, 
$1 50, to $2 25 per week. 

During the present term about 60 surgical cases have been prescribed for, and operated upon be- 
fore the class. 

Castleton, Ifay, 23d, 1842. 

JlUug.4. JOSEPH PERKINS, Registrar. 

THE NEW YORK MEDICAL GAZETTE is published every Wednesday, by Uriah Turner, M 
O., No. 139 Nassau Street, to whom all communications should be addressed, post paid. Price 
$3 per annum, payable in advance— after three months$4. No subscriptions received for less 
than one year. 

By the regulations of the Post Office Department, Post-Masters are allowed to forward, under their 
frank, letters written bythemselves, containing money to pay the subscription of third parties to 
any periodical. To render the performance of this act of courtesy leas borthensome,the letter should 
be prepared for the Post-Master's signature, by the person wishmg to avail himself of the privilege. 
If this is done, the favor will rarely be denied by any Post-Master. Advertisemeiits inserted on fa- 
vorable terms. 



DEAN. PRINTER, 2 ANN STREET. 
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CORTLANDVILLE, JuilB 20, 1842. 

To the Editor of the New York Medical Gazette : 

Dear Sir : — 

If the following case presents any points of interest you are at 
liberty to publish it. * 

A. B. SHIPMAN,M. D. 

Carious Ulceration of thirty years standing — Amputation of the 
Leg — Recovery. 

Henry Scutt, set. 41, has been subject to ulceration of the leg 
since the age of nine years, which confined him to bed a great por- 
tion of the time. Exfoliations of portions of the tibia have occurred 
from time to time, for a number of years, and severe constitutional 
symptoms marked the course of the disease. For the last ten years 
there has been no exfoliations, but a constant discharge of thin sanious 
matter from several ulcerated openings along the course of the tibia 
with pain and lameness. For a number of years he had been treated 
by various surgeons, but laterly the treatment had been empyrical, 
with vain attempts to heal the ulcerations. In 1839 an ignorant 
quack applied some powerful escharotic, which swept away the 
skin from the ankle to the tuber of the tibia, leaving a raw secre- 
ting surface of great extent. He called on me in the summer of 
1839, when I found him in the following condition. The leg much 
enlarged from the ankle to the head of the tibia, with ulceration 
the same length and nearly four inches in width, surface covered 
with granulations fron[i which a profuse watery discharge is- 
sued, It was excessively painful and bled spontaneously almost 
daily. These hemorrhages would occur when any thing exci- 
ted him unnaturally. The irritability was so great that even the 
ringing of church bells have been known to produce the effect, as 
I witnessed on more than one occasion. By the profuse discharge, 

S6 
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and the pain and irritation the man was soon down to the lowest 
state of flesh and debility, and by examination with the probe the 
bone was ascertained to be extensively carious. Under such cir- 
cumstances I proposed amputation, which the patient cheerfully as- 
sented to. On the 9th of September, 1839, 1 amputated the leg as 
high as possible ; the bone was sawn through directly below the 
attachment of the ligament of the patilla, the bone being sound 
where it was removed. The stump did not heal by the first in- 
tention but continued to discharge nearly two months, when cica- 
trization took place leaving a perfect and healthy stump. He has 
since worn a wooden leg, the socket of which is fitted to the knee 
joint, upon which he walks with the utmost facility. On examina- 
tion of the tibia, it was found that the medullary cavity was com- 
pletely obliterated, it was flattened and nearly two inches in diam- 
eter, the whole front surface was carious and spongy, leaving merely 
a shell of sound bone on the posterior surface, it was filled with 
flabby and spongy granulations. After the healing of the stump 
the general health improved, and he gained thirty pounds of flesh in 
two months, and since that period he has enjoyed uninterrupted 
good health which he had been a stranger to from his childhood. 

1 felt somewhat apprehensive that cutting ofi*so large a drain at 
once might be attended with unpleasant consequences to the con- 
stitution, especially where it had continued for so long a period, and 
was solicitous that an issue should be formed, but the patient being 
averse to it and enjoying good health it was omitted, and certainly 
no harm as yet, or will be likely to result from its omission. The 
advantages of removing the tibia as high as practicable, is illustra- 
ted in the greater facility with which a wooden leg is adjusted to 
the knee joint, although the healing of the stump I am certain was 
retarded by the large surface of bone which was sawn through ; 
but that was of little consequence compared with the other benefits 
which the patient derived from saving the knee joint. 



NEW YORK MEDICAL GAZETTE. 

NEW YORK, JULY 6, 1842. 

It is with unfeigned regret that the Editor of the New York Gazette, 
announces to his subscribers, that the publication of the Gazette will 
cease with the present number. The causes which make this course 
unavoidable are simply these ; within a few days events have transpired 
which convince him that he cannot, with due regard to other and more 
imperative duties, continue to edit the Gazette. Nothing remains then 
but for him to beg the indulgence of his subscribers for this abrupt an- 
nouncement, to thank them and his contributors for the hberal aid thai 
thej have afforded hiooi and to bid one and all farewell. 
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Society far th$ R$lief of tk$ Widows and Orphans of Medical Men. — 
By request of the committee, we again beg our city readers to give, with- 
out delay, their names and their influence to this very deserving charity. 
The project has found favor with the profession, as who indeed could 
doubt that it would ? but still there is on the part of some a delay and a 
hesitation little creditable to them and most pernicious to the influence of 
the proposed society. The great majority of the profession desire and 
expect that the proposed plan will go into operation, yet some even of 
these hesitate about giving their own personal aid and sanction to it. This 
is neither wise nor just, if this plan now fail, as fail it must unless more 
zeal and readiness is manifested, another attempt will never be made, the 
failure will be forever. Let all those then who are friendly to the cause 
subscribe without delay. 



Examinations hy the Navy Board, — The Navy Medical Board, com- 
posed of Drs. Barton, Kearney, Smith, Dillard and Ruschenberger, have 
been in session in Philadelphia for nearly two months, during which time 
thirty-two young gentlemen have been examined for assistant surgeons in 
the navy, and one assistant surgeon was examined and approved for pro- 
motion. 

The examination for assistant surgeon is very strict and searching ; the 
subjects on which the candidates are examined, are : Materia Medica, 
Medical Jurisprudence and Toxicology, Anatomy, Special and Surgical, 
Physiology, Chemistry, Surgery, and the Practice of Physic. No can- 
didate is passed unless he is, in the judgment of the Board, in every re- 
spect able to perform the duties of assistant surgeon in the navyl Of the 
candidates who were examined at the recent session of the Board, 
1 1 were from University of Pennsylvania, of whom 7 passed. 
3 from Jeflferson College, . . . . 2 '' 

2 from Bodoin College " 

2 from College of Phys. & Surgeons, N. Y., 2* " 

2 from University of N. Y., New School, . both rejected* 
2 from University of Maryland, ... 1 passed. 
2 from Pennsylvania College, • . • 1 '' 

1 from University of Virginia, ... 1 " 

1 from Georgia Medical College, . . . 1 " 
One candidate from each of the following schools was examined and 
rejected : 

Columbia College, D. C. ; Medical College Charleston, S. Carolina ; 
Washington University, Bait. ; Yale College ; Havard Medical School ; 
Medical College of LK)uisiana. 

* One an nnder-gr^idaate. 

ANALYTICAL DEPARTMENT. 

Cardiac Affections,— The May number of the Dublin Journal, contains 
an able paper on certain affections of the heart, by that accomplished pa- 
thologist, Prof. Oraret. 
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The paper contains many ca^es with autopsies and remarks ; of the 
latter we shall make as full an analysis as possible. The first case was 
one of pericarditis accompanied by symptoms resembling those produced 
by valvular disease. " From the mans' own -account it appeared that he 
had for a long time suffered from palpitations, faintings, dyspnoea, anas- 
arca, &c., and his intemperate habits, and his occupation, (a player on a 
wind instrument,) often produce valvular disease. The physical signs, 
too, pointed to valvular disease, the heart was enlarged, as proved by the 
increased extent of dulness, the heart's action was accompanied by two 
loud prolonged sounds, of equal duration but of different tone ; the one a 
bruit de scie, the other a musical sound like that produced by rubbing the 
wet finger on glass. These two sounds completely masked the natural 
sounds of the heart, they were not audible at the apex but very distinct 
over the origin and course of the aorta. There was no fremissementf no 
pain or uneasiness, the pulse 70, regular but small and weak ; all these 
circumstances might have led to a wrong diagnosis. But on the other 
hand, the sounds did not follow th^ course of the aorta or its trunks ex- 
clusively, they were not heard in the carotids or subclavians, nor was 
there any thrill or visible pulsation in these vessels. When examined by 
the stethoscope they appeared superficial and were almost equally intense 
over a large space. These considerations led Dr. Graves to diagnosticate 
pericarditis. Next day the matter was put beyond dispute by the disap- 
pearance of the musical sound, which was replaced by the leather creak, 
attended by a strong fremissement over the base of the heart. The pulse 
remained 72, was regular though weak, but the action of the heart was 
stronger than natural. Dissection showed unequivocal pericarditis but no 
disease of the valves. This case proves that pericardiac sounds may be 
as loud and prolonged as valvular sounds, and consequently as diagnosti- 
cating the two we must have regard not to their loudness, their tone, nor 
their duration, but to the fact that pericardiac sounds appear to issue from 
a superficial source, are much more extensively diffused, and are almost 
equally audible in regions of the chest very distant from each other. 
Pericardiac sounds change their character sometimes pretty suddenly, while 
valvular sounds, when once formed, are almost always permanent. Pe- 
ricardiac sounds are conducted by the solid walls of the chest, while the 
valvular follow the great vessels. 

The next case is one of pericarditis in which the rheumatic inflamma- 
tion seized the pericardium before affecting the joints. " This case proves," 
says Dr. G., '* that physicians have hitherto been too ready to attribute 
pericarditis, endocarditis and carditis to metastasis, a doctrine applicable 
to some cases but not to all. The treatment of this case consisted of 
opium in large doses, one grain every third hour ; it succeeded admirably 
and seemed to expend itself on the disease solely, for it never produces 
contraction of the pupil, head ache, hot skin, furred tongue or consti- 
pation. 

Motions of the Heart in Pericarditis and Carditis, — In some cases of 
pericarditis the heart's action increases in strength for many hours before 
any physical sign of the disease can be detected, and before any pain is felt 
in the region of the heart; and in such cases though it goes on increasing^as 
the disease advances, yet it does not begin notably to decrease for several 
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days after the peculiar symptoms of pericarditis have disappeared. The 
pulse in these cases may be weak and'thready, while the pulsations in the 
cardiac region are violent in the extreme ; hence we cannot judge of the 
propriety of anti-phlogistic remedies by the pulse. It was formerly sup- 
posed that in pericarditis the pulse was always accelerated except to- 
wards the close, but this is pot the fact — in many of my cases the pulse 
was at no time quicker than natural. A perfectly natural pulse is a not 
unfrequent occurrence in pericarditis, and I have known, in two cases, 
the pulse to be suddenly decreased in frequency at the very origin of the 
disease. In one the pulse was extremely weak, faltering, irregular, and 
occasionally intermittent. In such cases, or when the pulse is soft and 
natural in frequency, or morbidly slow, general bleeding should never be 
employed ; leeches, cups, blisters, and calomel with opium, are proper if 
these symptoms occur in the beginning of the disease, but towards the 
close permanent blisters, dressed with mercurial ointment, small doses 
of calomel with large doses of opium, and, if necessary, wine, are to 
be relied on. Digitalis exerts little or no control over inflammation of 
the heart, and like colchium, if given freely, often produces dangerous or 
even fatal nervous prostration. In protracted cases, colchium, combined 
with calomel and opium, does good. When the disease is decidedly 
chronic and very obstinate, I have derived advantage from hydriodate of 
potash. Analogy with rheumatic iritis points out turpentine, and I think 
well of it ; so, too, of large doses of guiac. 

Professor Graves concludes his paper by some cases and remarks On 
Bruit de Souffiet and Fremissement, as means of diagnosis in disease of 
the heart. He thinks that the means of distinguishing diseases of the 
heart from each other have not been brought to the degree of perfection 
which same authors alledge, indeed his experience leads him to doubt 
whether such a degree of perfection is attainable. Numerous observations 
and dissections have convinced Prof. G. that the Ainctional derangements, 
produced by disease, of any particular part of the heart, are seldom sufficiently 
characteristic to enable us to make out whether the disease be situated in 
the auriculo-ventricular or semi-lunar valves ; nay, it has frequently oc- 
curred to him that all the symptoms supposed to be indicative of disease 
of the right side of the heart, have been occasioned by diseases on the 
left side, and vice versa. So far from symptoms being always precise 
enough to point out the seat of the disease they are often insufficient to 
indicate its very existence. 

The chief means of distinguishing which of the valves of the heart is 
diseased is derived from the supposed direction of the sound. This is 
by far the most diagnostic mark. By it we may often, but not always, 
distinguish the diseases of the right from those of the left heart, and 
sometimes, though not often, diseases of the auriculo-ventricular form 
, those of the mitral valve. Another means of diagnosis much relied on is 
taken from the morbid sound accompanying it, and therefore being a 
perversion of the first or second sound, but as at each motion of the 
heart, valves are opened and closed, a morbid sound may be produced by 
any change of structure which permanently prevents the complete opening 
or the shutting of the valves, and consequently the same sounds may arise 
either from the change of structure obstructing the advaDcing blood or 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



406 



Insane Hospital at Prague. 



from changes permiuiDg regurgitation, in other words it is impossible to 
judge at the moment the sound occurs which of these is its cause. As 
to the motions of the heart, their derangement scarcely ever indicates the 
seat of disease with any precision. To conbrm these opinions, Prof. G. 
gives cases, Ist. where bruit de soufflet remarkably distinct all over the 
cardiac region, but not ascending along the course of the aorta, was found 
after death to depend on dilation of the ascending aorta with abundant de- 
posit of earthy matter in the middle coat, the inner lining membrane being re* 
moved and the surface rough and scabrous, 2nd. Bruit de soufflet and 
fremissement all over the chest and in the arteries of (he neck, &;c., yet 
no pericarditis or valvular disease. These remarks of Prof. Graves will 
be useful as cautions to the over-confident stethoscopists, who, but too 
often, by claiming too much for their favorite means of diagnosis, produce 
in others a distrust of its real value. The stethoscope is valuable but not 
perfect. 



Statistics of the Insane Hospital at PraguSy from 1835 to 1840. 
Dr. Riedel. 
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The number of insane received was, 

Apparently cureable cases, 
" incurable *♦ . 

Of these were cured 
Sensibly improved, . 

Died, 

Remaining in the hospital. 

Sex, 

Males, 
Females, . 



751 



330 
421 



261 

95 

182 

231 



425 
326 



Dr. Riedel remarks that in Bohemia the number of insane men always 
exceeds that of insane women, which he attributes to the simplicity of 
the lives of the latter sex, their being less occupied with politics, literature^ 
and society, and less luxurious than the women of France. This primi- 
tive simplicity has unfortunately given place during the last few years to 
** the spirit of the age,^ and now the proportion of female insane is larger. 
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Viability of Children. 407 

Birfh of a Living Child on the I79th Day.— The viability of the child 
at .the sixth nnonth after conception is still a doubtful question. Dr. Ham- 
iltoif says, '*' all accounts of children living to maturity, who were brought 
forth at the fifth or sixth month, I consider fabulous. I lately brought 
into the world a child a few days after the completion of the sixth month, 
which to my surprise lived three days ; this is the longest period I ever 
knew 80 early a foetus to live." Still the weight of authority is against 
the Edinburgh Professor. Capuron and Belloe give cases, and there are 
now a good many to be found in the journals where children born at six 
and six and a-half months have survived. To these, Mr. Fait, in the Lon- 
don * Lancet, 23d April, has added a very interesting one, of which^we 
shall give the chief points. 

Mrs. R., aged 21 years, well formed and good looking, was delivered, 
January 18th, 1840, of a living child, after a labor of a few hours. She 
supposed herself to be then about six months pregnant, having been mar- 
ried, July 22d, 1841. She menstruated a week before her marriage but 
never afterwards. About three weeks before labor came on she had a 
fall, and was instantly seized with pain in her back, which bad never en- 
tirely left her. During the three weeks after this she had frequent nausea 
and rigors, but no labor pains till the evening of the 17th January, when 
they were brought on by an immoderate fit of laughter. The child, a 
female, though born alive, was so feeble and so premature in its whole ap- 
pearance, that the question of its viability was never entertained. Its 
cry was so weak as scarcely to be beard a few yards off, and more re- 
sembled that of a kitten than an infant. There were no nails on its 
fingers or toes ; a thick dark down covered the head instead of hair ; the 
skin every where was unusually fiorid and thin, and the extremities im- 
perfectly developed ; the bones of the head were soft, and easily com- 
pressed ; the sutures were wide ; the membranae pupilaris perfect.'^ 

Every care was taken to preserve life, by wrapping the child in soft 
cotton wool and keeping it in a basket before the fire. It could not nurse 
and was nourished for the first three weeks by milk taken from the breast 
and introduced into the mouth, first by a quill afterwards by a spoon. 

Before it began to suck it was so shrivelled and covered with down 
similar to that on its head, that several medical friends who saw it de- 
clared that it could not live, and expressed surprise that it had survived 
so long. 

So soon, however, as it began to suck its whole appearance changed, 
and then it became an object of curiosity, and its length and weight were, 
for the first time, accurately taken on the 27th February, being forty days 
after birth. It weighed three pounds and measured thirteen inches in 
length. March 16th. The child was again weighed and measured, io 
presence of Professor Simpson. Its length was thirteen inches and a 
half; its weight three pounds, ten ounces and a-half; the centre of the 
body, three quarters of an inch above the umbilicus. As the child then 
had purulent ophthalmia it was impossible to ascertain whether the mem* 
branae perpilaris still remained. 

This child continued to thrive till the 27th May, when it was attacked 
with the measles and died two days afterwards— being four months and 
ten days old. 
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408 Diabetes 

Curious Case of Disease or Injury of the Eye. — M. Paniard reports in 
the Annaleii of the Medical Society of Ghent, the following case : 

A, Shepherd, aged 28 years, who had never suffered from disease of the 
eye, while engaged in striking fire with a flint, felt suddenly a foreign body 
strike the eye. An ophthalmia of no great intensity followed which 
lasted eight days, and was accompanied by disturbed vision, which remain- 
ed after the inflammatory symptoms had disappeared. We may remark, 
that from the day after the injury he had thought that on examining the 
eye at the looking glass, he saw a hair, which he in vain attempted to 
remove. Four physicians consulted afterwards at different times, recog- 
nized the hair but without being able to satisfy themselves whether it was 
in the substance of the cornea or in the anterior chamber. When this 
man came to consult M. Parnard, fourteen months after the accident, the 
eye was free from inflammation* and natural except in the anterior cham- 
ber, at its inferior part there appeared a spherical body of the size and 
shape of a pea, to which ai hair was attached which projected upwards 
and inwards and passed through the pupil. The contraction of the iris 
was sluggish, and the sight less perfect than in the other eye. There 
was no trace of cicatrix in the cornea. An incision was made in the 
cornea as for extraction of a cataract and the small spherical body seized 
with pincers, but when an attempt was made to pull it away it was found 
to adhere pretty firmly to the iris. It was necestary to take a pair of 
curved scissors (curved laterally,) and cut away the portion of iris which 
adhered as near as possible to the foreign body. Then this latter was 
easily removed. No unpleasant accident followed, and the patient re- 
covered rapidly. 

The body thus extracted had the appearance of a fibrous tissue united 
together by cellular substance. The hair which traversed it resembled in 
form, color, size and aspect, those of the cilia of the patient. Mr. P. 
suggests two hypotheses by which the presence of this foreign body is 
accounted for — either a fragment of silex, broken while he was striking, 
perforated the cornea, and dragged with it into the anterior chamber one 
of the eye lashes, which by its presence and irritation caused a pseudo- 
membraneous exudation, and the development of the spherical substance 
in which one end of the hair was buried, or else we must suppose this 
body to be one of those pilous cysts, which we every now and then meet 
with in other parts of the body, and which was not discovered till it had 
gained a size materially to affect vision. To us the first of these sup- 
positions appears the more reasonable. — Gazette Medicate. 



Diabetes. — M. Bravais has detailed a case of diabetes mellitus occuring 
in an aged man, which was cured by strict attention to diet. He was re- 
stricted to animal food, beef, mutton, poultry, milk, eggs, cheese, &c. 
The treatment was continued for •four months and a half; the patient had 
an apoplectic attack eight years before. This would prove to the medi- 
cal profession the absolute necessity there is for attending to a dietetic 
plan of treatment in this as well as in all other obstinate diseases.—- jTA^ 
Medical Times, (London. \ 
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